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EDITORIAL

Dear readers,

The European Pillar of Social
Rights must be a positive
project for all

Changes in the world of work should be used to promote inclusive
and sustainable economic growth and decent work for all

Sixty years of European community – let’s shape the future!
On 13 March 2017, the European Economic and Social Committee will hold a
high-level conference in Rome entitled “Sixty years of European community — let’s
shape the future!” to mark the anniversary of the signing of the Treaties.
Our aim is of course to seize the opportunity of this anniversary to emphasise to the
press and general public that throughout its history the European Union has been
a good thing for our people. We also aim to highlight the current concerns of civil
society and its organisations in our countries, insisting not only on the action to
be taken but also on the role which participatory democracy must play if we wish
to restore citizens’ confidence in the Union and confidence in their national and
European institutions.
The conference will cover three topics: the social dimension, the economic dimension
and immigration and integration policy.
The European project is in real danger. Its very existence is under threat, especially
from nationalist and populist forces, whereas not so long ago almost nobody within
the Member States questioned its usefulness and virtually everyone in those states
that were not yet members wanted to join. It represented a safe haven of peace,
democracy, progress, welfare and prosperity for both citizens and businesses. We
had not yet forgotten the horrors brought about by nationalism and xenophobia and
the damage inﬂicted upon both freedom and the economy by borders and walls. It
is worthwhile reminding ourselves of these now.
We also need to set out and defend, for the future, the measures that must be taken
now and the spirit in which they should be devised. We must establish a genuine social
dimension in Europe and reject any form of downward mobility or rise in inequalities
if we are to regain the trust of European citizens. We need to drag the economy out
of its slump by stimulating it, not by stiﬂing it with recession, and we must resolve to
manage migration ﬂows in a fair, robust and cohesive way, not least because many
of the Union’s enemies base most of their sinister propaganda on precisely this issue.
There is therefore a great deal of work to do, solutions to develop and ideas to defend.
Nevertheless, we are the representatives of civil society organisations in our countries.
Even — and especially — when times are tough, it is our duty to act and to speak
out. We have the ability to study and plan; and we have the power of public protest,
which we use on behalf of all those that make up our organisations.

Georges Dassis
EESC President
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Europe’s economic future is
digital
Innovation and science for the
benefit of all: so what’s new?
Politicians and civil society must
act against human trafficking,
says the EESC

At its January plenary the EESC
adopted an opinion on the outline of
a European Pillar of Social Rights (EPSR)
proposed by the European Commission
to build “a deeper and fairer Economic
and Monetary Union (EMU)” and achieve
a “triple A social Europe”. The debate took
place in the presence of Marianne Thyssen, European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Labour
Mobility, and Maria João Rodrigues, the
European Parliament’s rapporteur on the
EPSR.
The opinion sets out the Committee’s
initial ideas and proposals to address
some of the major challenges confronting Europe today. The Committee emphasised that the EPSR must offer a positive
project for all – with policies to facilitate
the increase of employment, social progress and productivity as the underlying factors for sustainable growth, and
national welfare systems and labour
markets that are adaptable and fit for the
future. The EESC believes that the future
of work should be a key priority in debates
on the Pillar to ensure it is fair and inclusive and leads to social progress. Contrary
to the Commission’s original suggestion
to initially apply the EPSR to the Eurozone
only, the EESC is of the opinion that the
EPSR should be applied to all the Member States, while acknowledging that
particular instruments/mechanisms may
be needed for the Eurozone.
The opinion, which was requested by
Commission President Jean-Claude

Junker and is the result of several months’
work, has been drawn up by rapporteurs
Jacek Krawczyk, President of the EESC’s
Employers’ Group, Gabriele Bischoff,
President of the EESC’s Workers’ Group,
and Luca Jahier, President of the EESC’s
Various Interests Group. It draws from the
outcomes of national debates organised
by members of the EESC in all 28 Member States, with consultations involving
some 1800 representatives of civil society
organisations.
In presenting the opinion Jacek Krawczyk, President of the EESC’s Employers’
Group, said: “Without economic success
none of the EU Member States could aﬀord
its social system. There will be no well-being
without successful companies that create
jobs. That is why competitiveness is a precondition to maintaining the European
social model. Member States must adapt
labour markets and social protection systems to changing realities. We need the right
balance between flexibility and security.
Well-designed, appropriate benchmarks
could help Member States to achieve positive results.” Mr Krawczyk also drew attention to the fact that the national debates
clearly showed that any action in the field
of labour markets and social systems must
respect the division of competences and
the subsidiarity principle.
Gabriele Bischoff, President of the
EESC’s Workers Group, stressed that:
“European workers need concrete actions
to improve their living and working conditions, and restore their faith in the EU.
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Growing inequalities risks destroying our
social fabric and pushing more and more
people towards those who want to divide
us. Reducing income inequality is paramount and stronger collective bargaining
across Europe is a requisite for fairer pay and
wealth distribution. We therefore want indicators on collective bargaining coverage
throughout Europe. Stronger convergence
on wages would also help to address many
of the problems we are facing. The time for
good intentions is over. Europe - meaning
all of us in our various roles – urgently has
to deliver concrete solutions to oﬀer hope
and security in this fast changing world.”
Luca Jahier, President of the EESC’s
Various Interests Group, highlighted
that: “We have to build a European Union
which cares. Therefore, the EPSR should
cover all citizens throughout their life
cycle, including those who are excluded
or are unable to participate in the labour
market. The Pillar must provide a positive
project for European citizens and respond
to the increasing poverty and inequalities.
The debates surrounding a possible EPSR
clearly demonstrate the importance of linking the Pillar with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and for reforming
the Welfare State, moving beyond public
authorities. Social investment, the social
economy, social enterprises and social
innovation have a key role to play in these
reforms and in the provision of and access
to quality services for all citizens”.
Commissioner Marianne Thyssen
stressed the importance of the EESC’s
contribution to the European Commission’s subsequent work on the EPSR: “I
wish to congratulate the three rapporteurs
from all three groups here in the house, not
only for the level of ambition, but also for
the comprehensive nature of the issues
the opinion addresses. It clearly represents
a valuable contribution to the consultation
on the European Pillar of Social Rights.”
Closing the debate, Georges Dassis,
President of the EESC, stressed that the
proposals needed to be made reality for
the general public: “There is constant innovation in areas such as techniques, management and marketing. It is high time for
innovation in the social arena.”
The EESC’s opinion will feed into the European Commission’s final proposal for the
EPSR, which is expected in the next few
months. The EESC will continue to monitor and be closely involved in all subsequent work and debates on the EPSR.
(dm)
l
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Europe’s economic future is digital Completing euro architecture - a
must for prosperity and stability

The EU’s objectives need to be
ambitious, says the EESC
At its plenary of 25-26 January, the European
Economic and Social Committee (EESC) welcomed
the European Commission’s initiatives regarding
the European Electronic Communications Code, the
Body of European Regulators for Electronic Communications (BEREC), the 5G action plan and the support scheme for public authorities wanting to offer
free WiFi access (WiFi4EU). “A Europe-wide, modern
digital single market is important in order to improve
Europe’s competitiveness, make it sustainable and thus
create economic growth and jobs”, said Ulrich Samm
(Employers’ Group, DE), rapporteur of the European
Gigabit Society opinion, “we must be aware that this
does not happen in a vacuum, but against a backdrop
of strong competition from the US and Asia.” The EESC
debated and adopted five opinions related to the
broader topic of Connecting Europe.
The EU needs to lead the way in order to guarantee
coherent, pan-European modernisation with high

capacity networks, since only a complete digital single market can generate all the possible economic
and social benefits. Support schemes will be needed
to extend coverage to remote areas.
The Commission’s WiFi4EU initiative goes in the
right direction, providing funds for free internet
access in public places. “This initiative will deliver
benefits in terms of accessibility and economic
growth”, said Emilio Fatovic, rapporteur of the
opinion on internet connectivity in local communities, who nevertheless considers the projected
EUR 120 million budget inadequate, as highquality WiFi services with a minimum connection
speed of 100 Mb/s must be installed. The Commission needs to set up clear rules on the allocation
of funds. The Committee for instance proposes
reserving a maximum amount of funding for
each country in advance, and allocating 20% of
the budget to the economically and digitally less
developed areas, such as islands, mountainous
and peripheral areas or regions affected by natural
disasters. (sma)
l

Commissioner Moscovici presented an overview of
the economic situation in the EU, anticipating 1.6%
growth in 2017 and 1.8% in 2018. In his address, he
stated, “My vision is for a Europe that is unified both
socially and fiscally and that can counter populism
and work simultaneously for upward economic convergence and the social progress of its citizens. As the
euro is expected to be the currency of the whole EU,
there is an absolute necessity for its architecture to be
completed, and the EESC’s contribution to this discussion will be much appreciated.” These thoughts were
also echoed during the Committee’s public debate
on the future of the euro and deepening EMU on
2 February. (mm)
l
The EESC’s January plenary hosted a debate on
the state of the European economy and the prospects for deepening Economic and Monetary Union
(EMU) with Commissioner Pierre Moscovici. EESC
members sent a clear message via the Commissioner that European citizens and economic actors
urgently needed to feel a sense of ownership and
direction on the part of the European leadership –
notably when discussing the missing blocks of
a genuine EMU. The EU integration process and
the euro in particular can only be sustainable if
the economic, fiscal, financial, social and political
aspects move forward together, even if this requires
a possible Treaty change.
“Taking stock of past achievements at successive
European summits is welcome but not enough”,
stated Joost van Iersel (Employers’ Group – NL),
President of the EESC’s economic section. “We call
on European political leaders to approve a transparent and time-bound roadmap for completing EMU.

EESC and EC cooperate in a launch conference
for the circular economy platform

EESC hosts debate on the future of the euro
and deepening EMU

A Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform will be
launched at a two-day conference to be organised
jointly by the European Commission and the EESC
in Brussels on 9-10 March 2017.

There is no viable alternative to a more political Eurozone, focusing more on the key priorities that
matter for its citizens than on specific numerical targets and technical issues. The EESC called once
again on EU political leaders to accelerate the process of deepening Economic and Monetary Union
(EMU) in order to ensure more convergence among the Member States and make the EU as a whole
more prosperous, competitive and resilient, within a concept of shared sovereignty.

The EESC has been calling for such a platform to
promote cooperation between the different networks of civil society and players involved in the
transition towards a circular economy.
“To achieve quick and practical results we need to
have the most important players and transformers - namely civil society - on board”, explains EESC
member Brenda King (Employers’ Group – UK),
President of the EESC’s Sustainable Development
Observatory (SDO). “ European stakeholders involved

in the circular economy are eager to share expertise
and experiences and discuss the most critical aspects
of the transition to a resource-efficient economy”,
adds Martin Siecker (Workers’ Group – NL), President of the EESC’s Section for the Internal Market,
Production and Consumption.
In many of its recent opinions the EESC has underlined the need to transform our economy from a linear to a circular one, echoing European organised
civil society’s call for bold action on resource efficiency. The EESC supports an ambitious implementation of the European Commission’s Action Plan
on the Circular Economy, engaging stakeholders
and Member States in a collective and coordinated
effort. (sma)
l

Removing obstacles to single market
while upholding social rights
The single market is under threat: while the
USA, Australia and Japan managed to considerably
increase their domestic demand, the European single market – a key element of European integration
and prosperity – only grew by 0.4%, while in the
euro area it actually contracted by 1.6% between
2008 and 2015. Furthermore, abuses like social
dumping, in particular in the cross-border provision of services, undermine workers’ and honest
companies’ trust in the single market, and public
support is on the wane.
“But this works against our economy. To boost it as
needed, the single market needs to be completed – but
not at the expense of rules and fundamental economic
and social rights,” said rapporteur Oliver Röpke
(Workers’ Group – AT). “A well-functioning single market requires compliance with European and national
legislation, and this is particularly true for cross-border
activities.” European integration needs to strike the
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We need stability, credibility and predictability within
a concept of European sovereignty. This is the only way
to reassure citizens and investors of the irreversibility of
the euro and of our common European future.”

These were among the main messages of the high-level debate on What future for the euro?
Threats and opportunities for stage 2 of deepening EMU, organised by the EESC on 2 February.
The aim of the event was to support the necessary consensus-building on an ambitious roadmap for
completing the EMU by 2025, as part of an overall vision for the future of the EU.
An expert panel discussed the various threats and opportunities related to the completion of EMU
during stage 2 as outlined in the Five Presidents’ Report (2017-2025). The speakers, including Euro
Working Group President, Thomas Wieser, presented a full range of ideas and options to be explored
for the short, medium and long-term development of the Eurozone governance. (mm)
l

Presentation of Maltese presidency priorities

right balance between economic, social and environmental development and increase economic and
social convergence between Member States.
In its own-initiative opinion on Threats and obstacles
to the Single Market, the EESC also calls for:
●● fair competition: compliance with European
and national legislation – upholding workers’
rights and the principle that the same work in
the same place is remunerated in the same
way, and putting an end to the bogus posting of workers and unfair practices in public
procurement;
●● the elimination of market barriers: better recognition of qualifications and diplomas, removing
regulatory obstacles, etc.;
●● a regulated taxation policy: moving towards
a common consolidated corporate tax base,
country-by-country reporting and tackling tax
avoidance and tax havens. (sma)
l

Ian Borg, Maltese parliamentary secretary for
EU funds and the 2017 presidency, presented the
priorities of the Maltese presidency of the EU at the
EESC’s January plenary session. The presentation

was followed by a lively discussion with EESC members (For more information on the EESC’s planned
advisory contribution to the Maltese presidency, see
the January issue of this newsletter).
l

Innovation and science for the benefit of all: so what’s new?
by EESC Vice-President
Gonçalo Lobo Xavier
If you think that Horizon 2020 has a budget of
EUR 80 billion to fund R&I projects for a period
of seven years, you could easily come to the
conclusion that the potential impact on people’s lives could be hugely positive in terms of
creating jobs and adding value to the European
economy.
So what do ordinary people make of this?
The scientific community has voiced great confidence in the potential of the Horizon 2020 initiatives, but also warned the EU that it needs to
address the whole R&I chain, from fundamental
to product and service-driven research. In its
opinion on the mid-term evaluation of Horizon
2020 (rapporteur Ulrich Samm – EmployersGroup - DE), the EESC stated that “only wellbalanced support along this chain will ensure
that the know-how generation results in the

application of know-how and eventually societal
and economic benefits”, i.e. will have a positive
impact on people’s lives.
The truth of the matter is that there is actually
a gaping lack of awareness on the part of the man
in the street regarding the possible impact of R&I
outcomes on day-to-day life.
If we add to this the fact that there are (still)
considerable differences in scientific and innovation facilities between the Member States, it
becomes clear why I say that simply increasing
the programme budget for activities that promote
science and innovation in society will not change
the views of the average member of the public
on this question.

The EESC would like resettlement criteria to be
based on people’s vulnerability and uncoupled

We should also look into the idea of setting up
courses on innovation for journalists or an award
for journalism in the area of innovation to promote
understanding by everyday people – for they are,
after all, the end users of R&I - of what Horizon 2020
can do for their lives.
This all goes to show that scientific innovation and
research is not rocket science! This is something that
can improve our quality of life and make us even
more proud to belong to a Europe of and for all.
Simple, right?
l

This is why we are in favour of improving basic
funding for research and innovation R&I in areas
of Europe that are less well-prepared, before focusing on what is referred to as Responsible Research
and Innovation.

EESC wants resettlement uncoupled from
partnership agreements
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates that in 2017 the number of
people in need of resettlement around the globe
will be nearly 1.2 million. In 2015 a mere 80 000
were resettled worldwide. The lack of a proper
resettlement programme and legal entry into
Europe force many displaced people needing international protection into the hands of dangerous
illegal traffickers. In its opinion on the proposed
EU resettlement framework, the EESC welcomes
the proposal for an EU Resettlement Framework as
a necessary tool to help those seeking such protection and also as a step towards a genuine common
asylum policy, which the EESC has been advocating
for a long time. Such a scheme would also grant
better support to countries along EU borders.

Europe has another three years to better implement this programme by simplifying rules, using
clearer language in calls for participation, making
the pool of applicants more democratic, creating
funding opportunities for projects that are small
and medium-sized but have a major impact, and
involving the social media as a key component in,
for example, the process of disseminating success
stories where this is essential for raising awareness – these are the messages to be borne in mind.

Politicians and civil society must act against
human trafficking

from partnership agreements, development aid
or effective cooperation with third countries on
asylum. It calls for the UNHCR to be involved as
the international body that has the mandate and
expertise to establish whether a person needs
protection or not. It should also be part of the
High Level Resettlement Committee, as should
the EESC itself. The Committee does not recommend any special rights enabling EU Member
States or third countries to make selections
themselves.
The resettlement programme needs to be accompanied by early, effective and successful integration programmes including access to the labour
market, recognition of qualifications and the provision of professional and language training. Civil
society could play a decisive role. (sma)
l

Film screening organised jointly with
the UN highlights brutality of child
trafficking
The UN and the EESC presented the film Sold by
J. D. Brown at BOZAR, Brussels’ Centre for Fine Arts,
on 10 January 2017. The screening was opened by
EESC member Madi Sharma (Employers’ Group,
UK) and Deborah Seward, Director of the UN
Regional Information Office in Europe (UNRIC).
The film illustrates the brutality and inhumanity of
child trafficking.
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With millions of people being trafficked globally
every year, according to the UN Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC), sexual exploitation is the most
common form of human trafficking (53%), followed
by forced labour (40%), which is on the increase.
EUROSTAT’s 2015 Working paper on trafficking in
human beings shows that 69% of victims recorded
in the EU were trafficked for sexual exploitation
and 19% for forced labour. While worldwide 49%
of detected trafficking victims are adult women,
33% are children.
In its opinions on human trafficking, the EESC has
called for increased protection and support for victims, who are often identified in the first instance
by grassroots civil society organisations. The Committee believes that this is crucial to enable them
to reintegrate into the legal sphere of society from
which they were excluded. Their integration into
the labour market should be supported by public
funding.

and a rethinking of European policies. Aside from
debating reasons behind and possible measures
against human trafficking, the speakers highlighted the crucial role of civil society organisations and each individual and called for joint
action. (jk)
l

The screening was followed by a debate with
panellists from the UNODC, ILO, UNICEF and Madi
Sharma, who called for tougher political action

The texture of memory

In a recently published book entitled Understanding Planned
Obsolescence, Brazilian environmental law and bio-law lecturer
Kamila Pope examines the causes, costs and impact of planned
obsolescence. The book includes a close look at the EESC’s work on
the issue, from Thierry Libaert’s 2013 ground-breaking opinion and
the subsequent project carried out under Henri Malosse’s presidency
to the 2016 study on The influence of life span labelling on consumers,
and concludes: “There is no doubt that the mobilization by the EU’s
European Economic and Social Committee through the issuance of an
opinion followed by the creation of a programme to combat planned
obsolescence is one of the most important measures taken so far by
public authorities on this matter.”

To mark the Maltese Presidency of the EU,
the EESC is hosting an exhibition of contemporary portraits by the internationally acclaimed
Maltese photographer Joseph P. Smith. It features some of the longest living inhabitants of
the ancient city of Birgu and a video projection showing interviews with the subjects and
behind-the-scenes activity. The exhibition will
be officially opened on 22 February 2017 during
the EESC’s February plenary session and will run
until 24 March 2017 in JDE Foyer 6. (jp)
l

Kamila Pope, Understanding Planned Obsolescence – Unsustainability
Through Production, Consumption and Waste Generation, Kogan Page, 2017, 240 pp. (dm)

A portrait exhibition

The Texture
of Memory
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Tackling planned obsolescence: EESC played
ground-breaking role, says new book
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by the EESC’s Workers Group

against increasingly aggressive populist movements and their misleading
propaganda.
All participants strongly emphasised that
creating a new EU economic and social
model for employment and growth
that really works for the well-being of
its people is the best protection against
such phenomena. They underlined the
strong connection between the future
of the EU and an effective social pillar
and examined ways of moving forward
to establish strong ties with substantial
public and private investment in order
to create new jobs. The recently adopted
EESC opinion on the social pillar offered
a good starting point as it focuses on
specific proposals to transform this project into positive, meaningful measures
to improve people’s working and living
conditions and restore their faith in the
Union. (mg)
l

On 15 February 2017, the Workers’
Group held an extraordinary meeting to
discuss its strategy and priorities against
the backdrop of a game that is decidedly
changing, with the election of the new
American President, the perspective
of Brexit, the end of the informal “big
coalition” in the European Parliament,
the government crisis in Italy and the
upcoming elections in the Netherlands,
France and Germany. Participants considered the challenges and opportunities for European trade unions in the face
of these new political and institutional
developments that call on them now,
more than ever, to defend European
democratic values and the rule of law

Towards a fair sharing economy: the role and place of
cooperative platforms
by the EESC’s Various Interests
Group
On 5 December 2016 the President
of the EESC’s Various Interests Group,
Luca Jahier (IT) chaired a conference
during which activists from the social
and solidarity economy gave examples
of how fair and sharing platforms can
be created and pointed to the range of
models, opportunities and challenges
they present for legislators and society.
Digital platforms are at the very heart of
the “sharing” economy. Everywhere in
the EU and around the world, individuals, social entrepreneurs and communities use these powerful tools to create,
preserve or access shared goods and
services. The fairness and redistribution
goals pursued by these stakeholders
make their digital platform models radically different from those which capture

the value created by users and contributors and place themselves above social
laws and justice. These platforms need
to be recognised and regulated fairly.
With the support of the Various Interests
Group, six organisations involved in the
social and solidarity economy and the
Commons – a social movement involving communities of users jointly managing resources - brought together almost
200 people in Brussels to:
l find out about inspiring examples of
cooperative platforms in the fields
of culture, food, land, exchange of
services between enterprises, local
currencies, etc.;
l discuss legal issues: labour law,
property, contracts and taxation;
l explain what they expect of the
European Union, Member States
and cities,
l promote partnerships.

Photo exhibition on Polish film
director Andrzej Wajda

by the EESC’s Employers’ Group
In January, the EESC presented an
exhibition of over 30 photographs of
the recently-deceased Polish film director, Andrzej Wajda. The photos, taken by
world-renowned artist photographer,

Czesław Czapliński, illustrated some
poignant moments of Wajda’s professional and private life.
“It is not an exaggeration to say that
Andrzej Wajda was a universally recognised
master and a symbol of European cinema”,

IN SHORT
President Dassis congratulates the newly elected President
of the European Parliament
the European actors is to regain the trust
and interest of the citizens in our project
and our work. The European Parliament,
as the democratically elected body of the
EU, must play a major role. The European
Economic and Social Committee, as the
representative body of organized civil
society in Europe, is ready to be a strong
partner in this eﬀort.”
On 19 January EESC President
Georges Dassis sent a congratulation
letter to Antonio Tajani on his election as new President of the European
Parliament. After expressing the hope
that the excellent cooperation that had
marked relations between the EESC and
the European Parliament would continue in the future, Mr Dassis assured
Mr Tajani that the EESC would offer the
European Parliament its full support
with the challenging task ahead: “Your
election comes at a time of crisis for the
European Union. A main objective of all

Georges Dassis also proposed to look for
ways to enhance the follow-up in the
EP of the Committee’s opinions, ensure
proper coordination between MEPs and
EESC members and identify other joint
priorities. He invited Mr Tajani to address
the EESC’s assembly during one of the
Committee’s upcoming plenary sessions: “We are certain that your presence
will greatly strengthen the ties between
the legislative of the Union and its civil
society representatives”, concluded President Dassis. (dm)
l

EESC member Tom Jones – panellist at the International
Green Week in Berlin
EESC members Tom Jones (Various Interests Group – UK), Jarmila
Dubravská (Employers’ Group –
SK) and Piroska Kállay (Workers’
Group – HU) attended the International Green Week agricultural fair in
Berlin, a unique food and agriculture
event that attracts half a million visitors every year.
The Various Interests Group, many of
whose members are from the social
economy sector, reiterated the driving
role that the group plays in enabling
and building participatory democracy by
maintaining and forging contacts with
representatives of civil society organisations around the world. (cl)
l
said Jacek P. Krawczyk, President of the
EESC Employers’ Group, at the “finissage”
of the exhibition that took place on 25
January. He encouraged the audience to
watch Wajda’s last film, Powidoki (“Afterimage”), which will be screened in Brussels in March.
Polish novelist, playwright and screenwriter, Maciej Karpiński, shared his very
personal memories of working with
Andrzej Wajda with the audience. He
stressed that Wajda had been not only
a great Polish artist, but also a great European with a keen interest in and knowledge of European affairs.
The exhibition was organised at the initiative of the EESC’s Employers’ Group.
(lj)
l

Mr Jones was a guest at a panel debate
on “The Cork 2.0 Declaration –
From Reﬂection to Action”, which
also featured Commissioner Phil Hogan
and German Agriculture Minister, Christian Schmidt. Mr Jones said that rural
development had to focus in particular
on supporting enterprising young farmers and rural youth. One way that this
support had to materialise was via the
provision of fast broadband throughout
rural areas, which would benefit the
younger generation and businesses

alike. Agri-tourism and rural tourism
facilities, if upgraded, offered potential for local economic growth and job
creation. Health-related recreational
activities had huge potential as they
attracted more urban people to rural
areas. Furthermore, consumers played
a crucial role in revitalising rural areas
and should be made aware of the value
of traceable and sustainably produced
food products.
The Rural Development Programme and
the CAP alone were not able to reverse
rural decline. Other EU investment funds
had to be used in and made available to
rural areas. First and foremost, change
depended on the entrepreneurial spirit
of local people and businesses (including social enterprises) filling the gap in
villages where public services had disappeared. Sustainable rural areas were
beneficial for all citizens. (sma)
l

New Year Reception at the Royal Palace
Traditionally, the King and Queen of
Belgium hold a reception at the Royal
Palace at the beginning of the new year
to present their best wishes to the heads
of EU institutions and permanent representations to the EU in Brussels. This
year the reception took place on 25
January. The EESC was represented by
President George Dassis, Vice-Presidents
Gonçalo Lobo Xavier and Michael Smyth,
Secretary-General Luis Planas and Head
of Protocol Dominique-François Bareth.
(dm)
l
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