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Mr Atzo Nicolaï, Dutch Secretary of State for European Affairs, outlined the priorities of the Dutch 
presidency. 
 

1. EUROPEAN ECONOMIC GOVERNANCE  
 
• Better economic governance in the EU 

 
–   Rapporteur: Mr van Iersel (Employers – NL) 
 
− References: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1203/2004 
 
− Key points:  
 
1. Effective policy and integration are inconceivable without a clear, credible institutional 

framework which guarantees the follow-up to European commitments. For that reason the EESC 
gives explicit consideration to institutional and administrative preconditions, i.e. good 
governance. 

 
2. The Commission will need a firm operational basis in the enlarged Union. Inter-governmental 

reflexes are tending to become stronger. The EESC warns strongly against this tendency. In this 
crucial period extending the qualified majority method will have positive effects. The EESC would 
argue that the Competitiveness Council must become more transparent.   

 
3. The European Council notes that the Commission is going to draw up a "roadmap" to strengthen 

and implement the Lisbon Strategy. The EESC would argue that the "new style" Lisbon process 
should borrow from the successful methods of "Europe '92". Yet there are constant shortcomings in 
implementation. Other subjects also deserve a place in the "new style" Lisbon process; these 
include: 

 
– sectoral industrial policy arising from joint consultation between industry (including the 
 parties to collective bargaining), the Commission and the Council; 
– the output of EU technology programmes and platforms, more cross-frontier cooperation 
 between research institutes and researchers in the Union, and promotion of cooperation 
 between university and business; 
– regional policy, with special emphasis on knowledge and innovation. 

 
4. Partnership for Change has great potential. It can lead to a new kind of communication and to new 

alliances between the many groups involved in the European integration process. This too is a part 
of "good governance".  

 
− Contact: Mr Gilbert Marchlewitz 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 58 – e-mail: gilbert.marchlewitz@esc.eu.int) 
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• Financial perspective 2007-2013 
 

–   Rapporteur: Mr Dassis (Employees – EL) 
 

− References: COM(2004) 101 final – CESE 1204/2004 
 
− Key points:  

 
The Committee outlines a generally positive view of the Commission's Communication to the Council 
and European Parliament entitled "Building our Common Future: Financial and political outlook for 
the enlarged Union 2007-2013". The Committee however highlights a series of reservations 
concerning the Communication in particular the lack of finances for promoting the EU's Lisbon 
Strategy and sustainable development.  

 
− Contact: Mr Roberto Pietrasanta 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 13 – e-mail: roberto.pietrasanta@esc.eu.int) 

 
2. REVITALISING ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 
 
• Action Plan: European agenda for entrepreneurship 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Butters (Employers – UK) 
 
– References: COM(2004) 70 final – CESE 1198/2004 
 
– Key points: 
 

The Committee welcomes the Commission's Action Plan and reiterates its appreciation of the 
Enterprise Directorate-General’s efforts since this process began in early 2002. The Committee calls 
however for the definition of specific action points within each strategic area of the Action Plan that 
would be necessary to successfully ensure its implementation. The Committee recognises at the same 
time that much of the ongoing action required has to be taken by policy-makers beyond DG 
Enterprise. 
 
The Action Plan is just the starting point of an ongoing, long-term process. This process will only 
succeed if it connects horizontally across a broad range of policy areas, and vertically among policy-
makers at many levels. The Action Plan and other related forthcoming Commission initiatives must 
trigger a positive response from these policy-makers. The Committee calls particularly on other 
Commission Directorates-General and Member State authorities to play an active role. Incorporating 
the "think small first" approach into the European Union's policy-making process would represent the 
single most significant contribution by EU institutions to promoting greater entrepreneurial activity 
across Europe. 
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European policy makers also need to find ways of "de-dramatising" entrepreneurship in terms of 
superficial perceptions. Specific groups such as young people but also older people need to be 
encouraged to seriously consider entrepreneurial activities as a realistic and positive career option. 

 
–    Contact: Ms Aleksandra Klenke 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 99 – e-mail: aleksandra.klenke@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Tourism policy and public-private cooperation 
 

–   Rapporteur: Mr Mendoza (Employees – ES) 
 
–   References: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1199/2004 
 
–   Key points: 
 

The Committee sets out various sectoral, social, economic and environmental objectives for public-
private cooperation today.   
 
It also lays down some principles and criteria for cooperation:  
 

Principles:  

− Remits  
− Co-responsibility  
− Voluntary nature  
− Democracy.  

  

Criteria:  

− Concrete objectives  
− Relevance  
− Monitoring of results  
− Proportionality. 
 

It also describes some specific types of partnership - both formal and informal.  
 
With regard to benchmarking, the Committee quotes some successful experiences of public-private 
cooperation in the sphere of European tourism. 
 
In conclusion, the Committee invites the Commission to study the possibility of creating a European 
Consultative Council on Tourism and reiterates its support, through an annual declaration, for the 
World Tourism Day initiated by the World Tourism Organisation. 
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–    Contact: Mr Nemesio Martinez 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 01 – e-mail: nemesio.martinez@esc.eu.int) 

 

3. MANAGEMENT OF DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL CHANGE 
 
• Research needs – demographic change 

 
–   Rapporteur: Ms Heinisch (Various Interests – DE) 
 
–   References: Own-initiative opinion  – CESE 1206/2004 
 
–   Key points: 

 
In the light of demographic change and the opportunities and risks involved for the quality of life of 
the growing numbers of older people in Europe, the Committee calls for:  
 
a) the inclusion of a key action in this field in the seventh Framework Programme for Research; 

and 
 
b) flanking measures to create a sound basis for timely policy planning, decision-making and action 

at both European and national level.  
 

Inter alia, the following flanking measures are deemed necessary to ensure compliance with Article 
25 of the Fundamental Rights Charter, which guarantees all older EU citizens the right to live in 
dignity and to participate actively as citizens and in decision-making processes: 
 
– the establishment of a joint European observatory to build a European Agency on Ageing and a 

database to generate, concentrate and disseminate knowledge to improve the open method of 
coordination and draw practical policy conclusions; and 

 
– the establishment of an "Ageing Society" category in the EESC. 

 
 
–   Contact: Mr Nemesio Martinez 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 01 – e-mail: nemesio.martinez@esc.eu.int) 
 

• The Role of Women's Organisations as Non-State Actors in 
Implementing the Cotonou Agreement 
 

–   Rapporteur: Ms Florio (Employees – IT) 
 

− Reference: Own initiative – CESE 1205/2004 
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–   Key points:  
 

In June 2000, the Cotonou Agreement was signed between the European Union and the ACP 
countries. This agreement introduced a participatory approach to development cooperation by 
recognising the important contribution of non-state actors and involving them in the definition of 
national development strategies.  
 
The objective of this opinion is to highlight the specific contribution that women's organisations 
can make towards development strategies in ACP countries, and to explore how to strengthen their 
contribution. 
 
Based on the evidence compiled in various regional seminars and forums, it would appear that the 
involvement of women’s associations, organisations and NGOs in the framing of national strategies 
was very limited. There is a large discrepancy between the intentions stated in the Cotonou 
Agreement and their implementation. Furthermore, few measures appear to have been taken to 
facilitate women’s participation. 
 
If the European Union really wants to have a positive impact on the living conditions of women and 
poor people, there is a need for greater clarity and determination in defining the aims and objectives 
of support for women and of the steps that need taking.  

 
The objective is to create the basic conditions that would enable women to become truly involved, 
valued, and supported, so that they achieve equality with men for the development of their countries. 
 
Among the recommendations proposed are the following: 
 
– the Delegations of the European Commission should be mandated to promote mainstreaming of 

gender issues; 
– an analysis of the existing situation relating to the status of women's organisations in ACP 

countries should be carried out; 
– national strategy documents should include positive measures for women's organisations; 
– a specific budget for women's civil society organisations should be created; 
– fast track channels for access to funding by women's organisations should be introduced;  
– women's organisations should be equally represented at seminars organised by the EESC; 
– a conference on promoting the role of women as actors in the development process should be 

organised by the EESC in the foreseeable future. 
 

− Contact: Ms Susanna Baizou 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 45  – e-mail: susanna.baizou@esc.eu.int) 

 

4. AGRICULTURE – SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FACTOR 
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• Agriculture in peri-urban areas 
 
–   Rapporteur: Mr Caball i Subirana  (Various Interests – ES) 
 

 –   References: Own-initiative opinion  – CESE 1209/2004 
 

 –   Key points: 
 

This own-initiative EESC opinion proposes that mechanisms and instruments to conserve and 
develop peri-urban agricultural areas should be promoted.  The EESC says that the first essential 
instrument must be social, political and administrative recognition of these peri-urban areas and their 
key role in the relationship between city and country.  To ensure that such areas are given 
recognition across Europe, the EESC proposes that a boost should be given to European action on 
peri-urban agricultural areas. Such action must recognise the values and roles of such areas and 
prepare the way for each country to draw up specific legislation on their protection and development, 
based on common fundamental criteria.  In the EESC's view, the dynamic and sustainable 
development of peri-urban agriculture and the areas in which it is practised can only be ensured by 
allowing local authorities to play a key role. Moreover, in view of the precarious situation facing peri-
urban agricultural areas and European peri-urban agriculture as a whole, the EESC believes it is 
essential to establish a European observatory for peri-urban agriculture that not only has a European 
perspective on peri-urban agricultural areas and the agricultural activity practised in them, but also 
acts as a reference centre for monitoring, analysing and raising awareness of the situation of peri-
urban agriculture in Europe and a place where local and regional authorities and different European 
bodies can come together to discuss this issue, proposing initiatives for the conservation and 
development of these peri-urban areas and their agriculture.  
 

–    Contact: Mrs Eleonora Di Nicolantonio  
  (Tel.: 00 32 546 94 54 – e-mail: eleonora.dinicolantonio@esc.eu.int) 

 

5. THE SINGLE MARKET – TAX HARMONISATION AND 
SIMPLIFICATION OF TRADE RULES 

 
• Common system of VAT – recast 

 
–   Rapporteur: Mr Burani (Employers – IT) 

 
− References: COM(2004) 246 final – 2004/0079 (CNS) – CESE 1202/2004 

 
− Key points:  
 

The Committee's intention is not to criticise Member States’ VAT policies; it is fully aware that there 
are still many internal economic and political factors influencing their decisions. However, the 
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Committee calls for the issue as a whole to be reviewed in the near future so that a definitive system 
can be put in place and one of the major remaining barriers to the achievement of a single market 
based on common rules can be reduced or even removed.  

 
− Contact: Ms Borbála Szij 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 54 – e-mail: borbala.szij@esc.eu.int) 

 

• Seed - Official supervision/third countries 
 

–   Rapporteur: Mr Bros (Various Interests – FR) 
 

–   References: COM(2004) 263 final – 2004/0086 CNS – CESE 1207/2004 
 

–   Contact: Mrs Katalin Gönczy  
  (Tel.: 00 32 546 98 18 – e-mail: katalin.gonczy@esc.eu.int) 

 

6. RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT IN INDUSTRY AND TRADE 
 

• Type-approval of motor vehicles 
 

–   Rapporteur: Mr Ranocchiari (Employers – IT) 
 
–   References: COM(2004) 162 final – 2004/0053 COD – CESE 1200/2004 
 
–   Contact:   Ms Aleksandra Klenke 
    (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 99 – e-mail: aleksandra.klenke@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Integration of Environmental Aspects 
 

–   Rapporteur: Mr Pezzini  (Employers – IT) 
 
–   References: COM(2004) 130 final  –  CESE 1208/2004 

 
–   Contact: Mrs Katalin Gönczy 
  (Tel.: 00 32 546 98 18 – e-mail: katalin.gonczy@esc.eu.int) 
 

7. PROMOTION OF EUROPEAN CULTURE 
  

• Film heritage 
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–   Rapporteur: Mr Braghin (Employers – IT) 
  
–   References: COM(2004) 171 final – 2004/0066 COD  –  CESE 1201/2004 
  
–   Contact:  Mr Raffaele Del Fiore  
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 94 – e-mail: raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

 


