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Ms Dalia Grybauskaite, member of the European Commission, attended the plenary session, 
speaking on behalf of the European Commission. 

 
1.  SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

 

• Communication Environmental Technologies Action Plan 

 
– Rapporteur: Mr Buffetaut (Employers – FR) 

 
– References: COM(2004) 38 final  –  CESE 854/2004 

 
– Key points: 
 
The EESC recognises the importance of the Commission's action in drawing up the environmental 
technologies action plan and considers that the practical development of environmental technologies 
inevitably means making choices, establishing a hierarchy for these choices and drawing up a 
classification for funding, which is limited and must be used wisely: risk capital for launches, more 
traditional loans during the development phase, tax incentives to consolidate the market, and possibly 
taxes which internalise the environmental costs of less environmentally-friendly technologies. The 
EESC calls for supporting those environmental technologies which are most promising with regard to 
their effectiveness, the conditions on the market, environmental constraints, the employment situation in 
both quantitative and qualitative terms, living standards and the level of development. 
 
When establishing the appropriate legal framework, the legislator should take into account the 
innovative strength of the economy and of science, by setting targets without specifying the steps or 
technologies that are needed to achieve those targets. Whilst such legislation may result in higher costs 
at a microeconomic level, these costs may prove to be worthwhile in macroeconomic terms. The 
increasing awareness that fulfilling additional social and environmental criteria may bring opportunities 
for increasing sales is an important driving force for the action plan and for strengthening the 
competitiveness of the European economy. 
 
The EESC considers it necessary to define ways and means (loans, subsidies, tax incentives) of 
promoting good practice that is in line with environmental policy goals or the development of 
appropriate environmental technologies in order to encourage and facilitate market access, or even 
market creation. The EESC would emphasise the importance of a system for validating the 
effectiveness of environmental technologies and the dissemination of the data available on such 
technologies. This is one of the prerequisites for the spread of environmental technologies and their 
application by enterprises and public authorities. 
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–   Contact:   Mr Johannes Kind  
                       (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 91 11 – e-mail:  johannes.kind@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Regional Integration and Sustainable Development 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Dimitriadis (Employers – EL) 

 
– Reference: Own initiative – CESE 852/2004  
 

– Key points:  
 
The topic of Regional Integration and Sustainable Development constitutes a horizontal theme for the 
work of the Specialised Section for External Relations of the EESC, for the years of 2003 and 2004. 
The topic has been discussed within the framework of relations with numerous countries and regions 
with which the EESC has ongoing relations. 
 
This opinion is intended as a contribution towards identifying the basic elements of a working 
framework through with European regional development policies, as framed through intergovernmental 
and regional agreements and development programmes, can incorporate the concept of sustainable 
development. On this basis, the added value of the opinion lies in the proposals it puts forward for 
making the incorporation of the concept of sustainable development in regional integration measures a 
key point on the agenda of working discussions between the EESC delegations and the representatives 
of developing countries and the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership countries. 
 

The opinion adopts the definition of sustainable development given in previous EESC opinions1, which 
in turn is based on the Brundtland report and the Gothenburg summit. Particularly important is the 
breakdown of the definition of sustainable development into three pillars, namely economic 
development, environmental compatibility and social justice. 
 
Sustainable development is, and must be treated as, an overarching, and not complementary, dimension 
of regional integration.  The goals set for the EU’s efforts in this direction may bring substantial 
results. By way of regional cooperation programmes, the EU not only helps the developing countries 

                                                 
1
  EESC opinion on The preparat ion of a European Union strategy for sustainable development, OJ C 221, 7.8.2001 

 EESC opinion on A sustainable Europe for a Better World, OJ C 48, 21.2.2002 

 EESC opinion on a Sustainable Development Strategy: Signals for Barcelona, OJ C 94, 18.4.2002 

 EESC opinion on The Lisbon strategy and sustainable development, of 27.2.2003 
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and LDCs, but also conveys cultural, political and social messages. These messages can be summed 
up in the concept of sustainable development and implemented, inter alia, through regional integration. 
 
One of the EU’s concerns as part of its effort in this field should be to seek out opportunities for 
international cooperation. On this subject, special mention must be made of cooperation with the 
United Nations. 
 
With respect to regional integration the EU cooperation programmes, in particular those that concern 
regional integration with the developing countries and LDCs, must therefore place special emphasis on 
the various dimensions of sustainability, i.e. economic, social and environmental. 
 
The EESC can contribute greatly to the success of these efforts, since it is the EU body with the most 
appropriate remit to address these questions within civil society. 
 

–  Contact:    Ms Susanna Baizou 
                       (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 45 – e-mail: susanna.baizou@esc.eu.int) 

 
2. COMBATING ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND 

INEQUALITIES IN ACCESS TO THE LABOUR MARKET AND 
OTHER FIELDS 

 

• Equal 
 

– Rapporteur: Mr Sharma (Various Activities – UK) 
 

– References: COM(2003) 840 final – CESE 849/2004 
 

– Key points:  
 
The enthusiasm for partnership (Section 3) is welcomed and recognition of the importance of 
encouraging partnership between groups that have not previously collaborated is endorsed. This is one 
of the most significant factors in the success of EQUAL. 
 
The EESC welcomes discussion of the inclusion of those directly affected by discrimination but it 
should be recognised that implementation of EQUAL through European, national, regional and local 
levels is often hierarchical and can increase bureaucracy and reduce ownership unless such problems 
are foreseen and avoided.  
 



- 4 - 

Registry CESE 94/2004  FR-DE-EN/CD/ET/ms .../... 

The evaluation process recommends greater focus on job retention, quality of employment and direct 
job creation. 
 

– Contact:    Mr Pierluigi Brombo 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 18 – e-mail: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Equal treatment between women and men / access to goods and 
services 

 
−  Rapporteur: Ms Carroll (Employers – IE) 
 

−  References: COM(2003) 657 final – 2003/0265 (CNS) – CESE 853/2004 
 

−  Key points:  
 
This proposal is the first step of the Commission's response to the European Council's request 
concerning reinforcing of gender equality rights in areas other than employment and professional life 
pursuant to Article 13 of the European Community Treaty.  After consulting different stakeholders the 
Commission has noted great consensus on the need for regulation in the field of access to goods and 

services.  On the other hand, it has concluded that it should not, at this stage, make proposals which 
deal with the areas of education, taxation or the content of the media. 
 
The Committee: 
 

• stresses the importance of the principle of banning sex discrimination in relation to men's and 
women's access to and supply of goods and services; it finds it unwise to allow Member 
States to defer implementation of equal treatment in the field of insurance for six years; 

• finds the exclusion of education from the scope of the Directive regrettable, although there 
may be problems of Community competence in this area; the Commission should do whatever 
is within its powers to encourage the Member States to ensure that there is equality of access 
to and provision of educational opportunities for both boys and girls; 

• calls on the Commission to continue its consultations on the content of media and advertising 
and take appropriate action; 

• welcomes the fact that men and women  would have equal access to finance and 
financial services but it must be recognised that there will be some adverse as well as positive 
effects for consumers, especially in the field of insurance; the proposal, however, should not 
allow any risk of new discriminatory criteria being created; a more specific assessment of the 
long-term impact on the insurance/pensions industry is required; likewise, it is important to 
monitor events after the Directive has entered into force; 
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• welcomes Article 5, which permits positive action, and strongly approves the provision on 
dialogue with non-governmental organisations; 

• underlines that information and publicity for the Directive when adopted will be vital to ensure 
that consumers are fully aware of their rights and that providers of goods and services 
understand their obligations under it. 

 

– Contact:    Mr Torben Bach Nielsen 
                   (Tel.: 00 32 546 96 19 – e-mail : torben.bachnielsen@esc.eu.int) 

 

3.   INTERNAL MARKET AND HARMONISATION OF PRIVATE 
LAW  
 

• Non-contractual obligations 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr von Fürstenwerth (Employers – DE) 
 

– Refere nces: COM(2003) 427 final – 2003/0168 COD – CESE 841/2004 

 
– Key points: 
 
The Committee suggests several practical amendments to the proposal and calls on the Commission, 
once corrections have been made, to complete work on the regulation as rapidly as possible so that it 
can enter into force. 

 

– Contact:    Mr João Pereira dos Santos  
             (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
 

4.  INDUSTRIAL AND SECTORAL POLICIES 
 

• Pharmaceutical industry 
 
– Rapporteur: Ms O'Neill (Various Activities – UK) 
 

– References: COM(2003) 383 final – CESE 842/2004 

 

– Key points: 
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The EESC supports the comprehensive programme, which is set out in the Communication from the 
Commission. 
 
The EESC acknowledges the difficulties in achieving an integrated single market in respect of the 
pharmaceutical sector in view of its complexity and dependence on Member States competencies and 
differing systems. However, it stresses the importance of putting in place clear strategies to achieve 
this goal. 
 
The EESC supports a strong pharmacovigilance system which must continue to be strengthened, and 
emphasises that the protection of human health should take precedence in all areas of regulation. 
  
The EESC recommends continued dialogue and the simplification of systems to allow innovation, 
sharing of knowledge and a better coordinated approach to the research agenda, both to strengthen the 
industry but also to sustain and develop the skills and employment capacity resulting from a competitive 
pharmaceutical industry. 
 

–   Contact:    Ms Aleksandra Klenke 
            (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 99 – e-mail: aleksandra.klenke@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Amendment/European Audiovisual Observatory 

 
– Rapporteur: Mr Green  (Employers – DK) 

  
– References: COM(2003) 763 final – 2003/0293 COD  –  CESE 843/2004 

   

– Contact:    Mr Raffaele Del Fiore  
                        (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 94 – e-mail: raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int) 
 

5. ENERGY 
 

• Access conditions / gas transmission networks  
 
– Rapporteur: Ms Sirkeinen (Employers – FI) 

  
– References: COM(2003) 741 final – 2003/0302 COD – CESE 851/2004 

   
– Key points: 
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The EESC welcomes the Commission proposal. The Committee supports a wide scope of coverage in 
order to complete a stable, effective and harmonised regulatory framework for the internal gas market. 
The Commission proposal should also, as soon as possible, be extended to cover storage facilities, 
based on an agreement at the Madrid Forum.   
 
The EESC believes it is important that the Regulation provide for the involvement of stakeholders 
(transmission system operators and network users) in the proposed comitology procedure. Any 
amendments to the definitions of network points, on which information must be published, should be 
possible only by co-decision. Finally, the Committee stresses that the Regulation should provide means 
and measures to facilitate forward planning and proper regulation by operators in this area. 

 

– Contact:  Mr Siegfried Jantscher  
                      (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 87 – e-mail: siegfried.jantscher@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Review of guidelines for trans-European energy networks 

 
– Rapporteur: Ms Sirkeinen (Employers – FI) 

  
– References: COM(2003) 742 final – 2003/0297 COD  –  CESE 844/2004 

   

– Contact:    Mr Siegfried Jantscher  
                      (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 87– e-mail: siegfried.jantscher@esc.eu.int) 

 

6. TRANSPORT 
 

• Amendment / Charging of heavy goods vehicles 

 
– Rapporteur: Mr Simons  (Employers – NL) 
  

–   References: COM(2003) 448 final – 2003/0175 COD  –  CESE 856/2004 

   
–   Key points: 
 
The Committee values the Commission's initiative but considers it too ambitious; with a single proposal 
for amendment of Directive 1999/62/EC the Commission is attempting to solve too many different 
problems.  
 
The Committee feels that:  
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•  the "user pays" principle could only be implemented if there were a thorough analysis of the 
relative value of the different cost components and a level playing field for all transport modes; 

•   fiscal neutrality which is the Commission's stated objective can only be guaranteed by also 
reducing excise duty on diesel fuel; 

• the current mosaic of national rules and systems makes it impossible to achieve a harmonised 
method of charging for infrastructure use; 

• the Commission is being inconsistent in its argument when it excludes private passenger 
vehicles which are responsible for a major part of congestion costs, the cost of road accidents 
and environmental costs;  

• the provision in the Commission proposal for using the revenue from an increase in tolls to 
finance the investment costs of other transport infrastructures of a high European interest in 
the same corridor should be used as sparingly as possible and that no transport infrastructure 
should be excluded. If this is done, the proceeds should be paid into a Community account 
pending completion of the project.  

 

– Contact:  Mr Luís Lobo  
                    (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 17 – e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Modification / road transport checks 

 
– Rapporteur: Mr Simons  (Employers – NL) 
  

– References: COM(2003) 628 final – 2003/0255 COD – CESE 857/2004 

  
– Contact:     Mr Luís Lobo  
                      (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 17 – e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
 

7.  TRANSATLANTIC DIALOGUE 
 

• Transatlantic dialogue 
 
– Rapporteur: Ms Belabed (Employees – AT) 
 

– References: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 855/2004 

 

– Key points:  
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As the European Council of December 2003 stated in its conclusions, “the transatlantic relationship is 
irreplaceable and the EU remains fully committed to a constructive, balanced and forward-looking 
partnership with our transatlantic partners”. 
 
Although Americans and Europeans share the basic convictions of democracy and the basic principles 
of a market economy, their values and goals are not always identical. 
 
The EESC, based on its consultative role within Europe and its cooperation activities with social 
partners and civil society throughout the world, may be well placed to support activities to reinforce the 
Transatlantic Dialogue and give it a new impetus. The Transatlantic Dialogue in fact comprises 
different forms: the Transatlantic Business Dialogue (TABD); the Transatlantic Labour Dialogue 
(TALD); the Transatlantic Consumer Dialogue (TACD) and the Transatlantic Environmental Dialogue 
(TAED), not all of which are equally active. 
 
The Transatlantic Economy has become even more intertwined over time with direct investments 
clearly ahead of trade in importance. Although trade disputes mark the headlines, they account for less 
than 1% of transatlantic commerce.   
 
The EU and the US, by combining their efforts, can contribute to give effect to the economic, social 
and environmental potential of globalisation by improving governance both at national and at 
international level, including social and civil dialogue.  
 
The EESC strongly supports transatlantic cooperation and the constructive involvement of relevant 
communities of interest from American and European Civil Society. The EESC advocates 
strengthening civil society networks, which could lead to regular and continuous cooperation and to 
establishing a Transatlantic and/or US Economic and Social Committee.  
 
The EESC offers to serve as a forum for promoting the dialogue and bringing together the relevant 
parties. The Committee in this context offers to organise a conference together with the relevant 
actors and institutions to strengthen the dialogue. The benefit of a reinforced dialogue would consist in 
activating civil society on both sides of the Atlantic not only in the long-term interest of the EU and the 
US but also for the rest of the world.  
 

– Contact:   Mr Michael Wells 
            (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 83 – e-mail: michael.wells@esc.eu.int) 

 

8.  EUROPEAN ASYLUM POLICY 
 

• European Refugee Fund 
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– Rapporteur: Ms Cassina  (Employees – IT) 
 

– References: COM(2004) 102 final – 2004/0032 CNS – CESE 850/2004 
 

– Key points:  
 
The EESC considers that the proposal for a European Refugee Fund (ERF) for the period 2005-2010 
is justified, is equipped with significant resources and is organised in such a way as to facilitate the joint 
responsibility of the Member States and the Community. It also stresses that reception and integration 
must continue to be seen as the cornerstone of a sound asylum policy.  
 
The EESC hopes that a decision on the ERF II proposal will be taken without delay and will be backed 
by appropriate and transparent implementing provisions. 
 

– Contact: Mr Pierluigi Brombo 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 18 – e-mail: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 
 

9.  PRE-ACCESSION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT MEASURES 

 

?  Pre-accession measures: Agriculture and rural development  
 

– Rapporteur: Mr Donnelly (Various Activities – IE)       
 

– References: COM(2004) 163 final – 2004/0054 CNS – CESE 847/2004 

 

– Contact:    Ms Katalin Gönczy 
                       (Tel: 00 32 2 546 98 18 – e-mail: katalin.gonczy@esc.eu.int) 

 

10.  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTON 
 

• Packaging and packaging waste 
– Rapporteur: Mr Adams  (Various Activities – UK) 
 

– References: COM(2004) 127 final – 2004/0045 COD – CESE 846/2004 

 

– Contact:    Ms Katalin Gönczy 
                       (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 18 – e-mail: katalin.gonczy@esc.eu.int) 
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11. CODIFICATION AND SIMPLIFICATION OF COMMUNITY 
LEGISLATION  

 

• Foodstuffs particular nutritional uses   

 
– Rapporteur: Mr Donnelly   (Various Activities – IE) 
 

– References: COM(2004) 290 final – 2004/0090 COD – CESE 848/2004 

   
– Contact:    Ms Eleonora Di Nicolantonio  
            (Tel.: 00 32 546 94 54 – e-mail: eleonora.dinicolantonio@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Codification/carriage of goods by road 
  

– Rapporteur: Mr Simons   (Employers – NL) 

  
– References: COM(2004) 47 final – 2004/0017 COD – CESE 845/2004 

  
– Contact:     Mr Luís Lobo  
                        (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 17 – e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

 

 

 


