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  The plenary session of 29 and 30 May was attended by Mr Liikanen, member of the 
European Commission, who spoke on enterprise policy and the information society. This statement was 
followed by a general discussion. 
 
 

1. STRATEGIES FOR THE FUTURE 
 

• Sub-committee on a Global partnership for sustainable development 
Rapporteur: Mr Ehnmark (Workers – S) 
 

– Reference: COM(2002) 82 final – CES 692/2002 
 

– Key points: 
In its opinion the Committee calls on the participating governments and organisations to focus on 
global partnerships and firm commitments launching global sustainable development, with priority 
to poverty eradication, rather than on producing more solemn declarations. The World Summit on 
Sustainable Development (WSSD) must not renegotiate the recommendations from the Earth 
Summit, or the Millennium Goals, but agree on action to implement them. The Committee fully 
supports the Council and the Commission in their endeavours to take forward the decisions of the 
European Summit in Gothenburg 2001, which projected a new platform in international cooperation 
with a leading role for the EU. 

 
To help avoid deadlock between environmental protection and economic and social development, the 
WSSD must lay strong emphasis on the close links between certain major factors affecting 
sustainability, such as population growth, environmental degradation, poverty and economic 
stagnation. The Committee recommends, inter alia, underlining the positive linkages between 
environmental good practice and job creation, going hand in hand with the promotion of core labour 
rights; establishing radically better trade options for developing countries and renewed efforts to 
expand debt relief; giving overarching priority to education and training; launching partnerships for 
the training of administrators in the developing countries to promote good governance and effective 
administration; and setting up, as the EU is doing, national, regional and global biennial stakeholder 
fora as a means of public involvement in promoting and monitoring sustainable development. 

 
 

– Contact:  Robert Hull  
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9350 - e-mail: robert.hull@esc.eu.int) 

 

• Coordination of economic policies  
Rapporteur: Ms Konitzer (Workers -D) 

 
− Reference: exploratory opinion CES 688/2002 

 
– Key points:  
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– This opinion has been drawn up in response to a request for an exploratory opinion by the President  
of the European Commission, Mr Prodi. 
Regarding the work of the Convention, an appraisal should be made, in particular, of the 
amendments which it would appear advisable to make to the chapter on economic policy in the EC 
Treaty.  
 
– The text of the Treaty should state more clearly that it is the task of economic policy to make a 

major contribution to the achievement of employment and growth objectives. 
 

– The Community interest should be better taken into account by restoring the Commission's right 
to make proposals for the formulation of the broad economic policy guidelines. 

 
– The role of the European Parliament should be strengthened: mandatory opinion or co-decision 

as majority decisions are taken in the Council. 
 
– Mandatory consultation of the European Economic and Social Committee. 
 
– Ways of enshrining the macroeconomic dialogue in the Treaty. 
 
– The role and composition of the Committees and cooperation between Committees to be better 

defined. 
 
– The case for enshrining the Eurogroup in the Treaty with its own decision-making powers. 

 
The EESC is prepared to develop further the issues addressed in this opinion and, if appropriate, 
propose new wording amending the Treaty. 

 
– Contact: Katarina Lindahl 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 54 - e-mail: katarina.lindahl@esc.eu.int) 
 

* 
 

*          * 
 

2. SOCIAL MEASURES AND INDICATORS 
 

• Options for pension schemes reform 
Rapporteur: Ms Cassina (Workers - I) 

 Co-rapporteur: Mr Byrne (Employers – IRL) 
 
– Reference: exploratory opinion – CES 686/2002 
 
– Key points: 
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The European Commission, in a letter from its President, Romano Prodi, requesting the 
Committee to draw up an exploratory opinion, asked the EESC to investigate the possible options 
for pension schemes. 

 
 The EESC reaffirms the views expressed in its recent opinions on Economic growth, taxation and 

sustainability of pension rights in the EU and on the Communication from the Commission to the 
Council, the European Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee: Supporting 
National strategies for safe and sustainable pensions through an integrated approach and in 
other opinions directly or indirectly addressing the problem of pension schemes, and examines 
some of these issues in greater detail. It focuses on four aspects: social sustainability of pension 
schemes in relation to the new needs of the changing labour situation; measures to help prolong 
active life; measures to improve financial sustainability; and suggestions to accompany the launch 
stage of the "open method" in this field. 

 
 The EESC also reiterates its deep conviction that any adaptation, modernisation or reform of 

pension schemes must be carried out with the active and informed involvement of the social 
players, since that is the only way to create the conditions for a substantial consensus on the 
necessary choices to be made at national level. 

 
– Contact: Stefania Barbesta 

   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546.95.10 -  e-mail: stefania.barbesta@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Social indicators  
 Rapporteur: Ms Cassina (Workers - I) 
 
– Reference:  Own-initiative – CES 685/2002 
 
– Key points:  

The EESC strongly welcomes the work carried out by the Social Protection Committee and 
confirms the willingness to cooperate and support future work as a key plank in the efficient 
development of National Action Plans to combat social exclusion. It welcomes in particular the 
dynamic approach which provides for the possibility to adapt and develop indicators. However, it 
is important to check that the definition, and therefore the content, transparency and acceptability 
of indicators is sufficient and whether some indicators need further clarification in the short term. 
The EESC notes that the majority of indicators concern income and considers that this could lead 
to an imbalance in relation to the indicators describing and comparing the qualitative aspects of 
social exclusion. 

 
 As for the next stages of work, priority should be given to indicators measuring social participation 

and access to services, especially health services. The indicators referring to education and skills 
need to be supplemented and refined. The definition of the indicator on "low income rate after 
transfers with breakdowns by most frequent activity status" should be supplemented with a 
reference to irregular or occasional activities and activities that are not officially registered 



- 4 - 

Registry CES 142/2002  FR-DE-EN-IT-PT/MW/JKB/ss/vh …/… 

(irregular or undeclared work). The indicator on "life expectancy" should be separate from 
"disability-free life expectancy", which Eurostat already provides for the Member States. 

 
– Contact: Susanne Johansson 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9619 - e-mail: susanne.johansson@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Social legislation/road transport 
Rapporteur: Mr García Alonso (Employers - E) 

 
– References: COM(2001) 573 final – 2001/0241 COD – CES 678/2002 
 
– Key points: 

The Committee welcomes the proposed amendment of Regulation 3820/85, designed to facilitate 
harmonisation of various aspects of social legislation on driving time, breaks and rest periods upon 
introduction of the digital tachograph. However, the Committee proposes making changes into order 
to clarify  and improve the application of the new Regulation. 
 
The EESC welcomes the new provisions stipulating that employers are responsible for ensuring that 
drivers are able to follow the driving time rules, which make for a clearer division of responsibilities 
between drivers and firms. It likewise supports the new paragraph on responsibility for the total 
distance driven in a day, even if the driver covers several Member States. 
 
The EESC suggests reducing further the number of exceptions provided for in the regulation and 
extending the regulation to road transport of goods by vehicles with a maximum authorised weight of 
over 2 tonnes. Finally, the EESC recommends that the Commission consider involving the social 
partners from the road transport sector in the work of the special advisory committee that is to be set 
up to implement and monitor this new amended regulation. 
 

– Contact: Raffaele Del Fiore  
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9794 - e-mail: raffaeledelfiore.@esc.eu.int) 
 

* 
 

*          * 

3. INTERNAL MARKET 
 

• Motor vehicle distribution 
Rapporteur: Mr Regaldo (Employers – I) 
 

– Reference: OJ C 67 of 16 March 2002 – CES 676/2002 
 

– Key points: 
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The position of motor vehicle distribution and servicing agreements within the Common Market in 
respect of Article 81 of the Treaty is governed by Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1475/95. This 
Regulation expires on 30 September 2002. The Commission has therefore to take a decision on the 
rules applicable to motor vehicle distribution as from 1 October 2002. 
 
The draft regulation proposes measures concerning the market for the distribution of new motor 
vehicles, for after-sales servicing, and the rules relating to independent repairers. 

 
The Committee recognises that the Commission intended the new block exemption regulation to give 
the motor vehicle system a new innovative tool, to improve its interpretation and anticipation of 
changes in the market and consumer requirements. 
 
The Committee is glad to see that many of the suggestions it made in its previous opinion on the 
subject have been taken up in the new proposal, which recognises, beyond the goal of promoting 
efficient competition on the markets, the need to provide consumers with proper safeguards in 
relation to the special nature of motor vehicles as goods, which as an instrument of mobility, must 
provide quality, reliability and safety over time. 

 
The comments made in the opinion are designed to adjust, better define and flesh out the legislative 
framework for this complex regulation, which governs a sensitive area of Europe's social and 
economic life. 
 
The goal is a tool that should benefit consumers in a practical way, offering them greater freedom to 
choose products and services from throughout the common market; to this end, it should enable 
companies, and SMEs in particular, to operate with a high level of legal certainty on a market where 
sustainable competition conditions encourage growth and employment. 
 

– Contact:  João Pereira dos Santos  
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9245 - e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

• Sales promotions 
Rapporteur: Mr Dimitriadis (Employers - EL) 
 

– Reference: COM(2001) 546 final – 2001/0227 COD – CES 689/2002 
 

– Key points: 
Sales promotions are key tools to market goods and services. They cover discounts of all forms: 
premium offers, free gifts, promotional contests and promotional games.  
 
Sales promotions are essential to the development of cross-border trade in products and services 
within the internal market. This is particularly true of small innovative SMEs in their own 
development of viable niche markets. 
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The Commission is bringing forward a proposal in the form of a regulation to remove the identified 
internal market barriers. 
 

 The EESC recommends that the Commission completely revise the Proposal for a Regulation in 
line with this Opinion and, in particular, the results of the public debate on the Green Paper on 
consumer protection, while safeguarding the consistency of the various Community policies. 

 
 However, if the Commission decides to proceed with its legislative proposal, the EESC 

recommends that: 
 
a) the possibility of sales below cost be entirely removed from the draft regulation, and that no 

other opportunity for such sales exist; 
 
b) rigorous and specific measures be taken to protect consumers by banning the commercial 

promotion of pharmaceutical products and tobacco products. With regard to adolescents and 
minors, protection measures must be taken to prevent an increase in the consumption of 
alcoholic beverages and pharmaceutical products; 

 
c) children be comprehensively shielded against collection without consent of personal data; 
 
d) the present communication mark the outset of regular supervision of these issues and of the 

presence of a permanent means of intervention when required by changing internal market 
conditions; 

 
e) every effort be made to ensure that SMEs, which have the means and prospects, understand 

they must be present on the European and international market, using sales promotions and 
new technologies to this end; 

 
f) the Commission give careful consideration in its future activities to legislative coordination 

and the availability of effective supervisory machinery in the Member States, which will 
guarantee that fair competition rules apply in the internal market; 

 
g) the fundamental information obligations set out in the annex be codified and incorporated 

into the regulation. A distinction must also be made in the way information is to be provided 
between retail sales mostly made in commercial establishments, and those through other 
channels (such as television, e-commerce, etc.); 

 
h) the provisions of the directive apply to sales promotions by both private businesses and those 

broadly defined as belonging to the public sector. 
 
– Contact: João Pereira dos Santos 
  (Tel.: 32 2 546 9245 - e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
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• Computerising customs checks 
Rapporteur: Mr Wilkinson (Employers - UK) 
 

– Reference: COM(2001) 466 final – 2001/0185 COD  –  CES 673/2002 
 

– Contact:  Jakob Andersen 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9258 - e-mail: jakob.andersen@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Agricultural tractors 
Rapporteur: Mr Levaux (Employers - F) 
 

– Reference: COM(2002) 6 final – 2002/0017 COD – CES 674/2002 
 

– Contact:  João Pereira dos Santos  
  (Tel.:  00 32 2 546 9245 - e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
 

* 
 

*          * 
 
 

4. HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 
 
 

• Genetically-modified food and feed 
Rapporteur: Ms Thomas  (Various interests - UK) 
 
– Reference: COM(2001) 425 final – 2001/0173 COD – CES 694/2002 
 
– Key points:  
 The Committee broadly welcomes the initiative introduced by the Commission to clarify and 

extend the current regulatory framework.  The proposal is concerned with authorisation for use 
and consumption and with labelling of products which will have already been rigorously 
evaluated for health and environmental risks. The new regulations will enhance transparency by 
promoting the labelling of GM foodstuffs in the food chain and will promote consumer choice. 
The extension of regulatory controls to animal feed is particularly welcomed. However, in 
Europe, where there is a moratorium on authorisation for the placing on the market of new 
GMOs, the majority of citizens wish to avoid GM food. 

 
 The EESC considers that the labelling of GM products should be extended to all foods and 

animal feed that have been produced with GMOs. This extension will enable consumers to be 
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fully aware of the application of genetic engineering throughout the food product chain and 
enable them to make a more informed choice.  

 
 The EESC welcomes the proposal to label food and feed products which have adventitious 

content of GM materials of 1% or more. It recommends that a set of standards be developed for 
application to those imported GM products which are approved in their country of origin but 
not in the EU. The EESC takes the view that products where the proportion of GMOs has not 
exceeded 1% throughout the production chain will in future be regarded by many consumers as 
being "quality products", on a par with certain regional products, free-range eggs or organic 
produce, for example. 

 
– Contact: Johannes Kind 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9111 – e-mail: johannes.kind@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Dangerous substances and preparations - c/m/r 
Rapporteur: Mr Colombo (Workers  – I) 
 

– Reference: COM(2002) 70 final – 2002/0040 COD –  CES 675/2002 
 

– Contact:  João Pereira dos Santos 
   (Tel.: 32 2 546 9245 - e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 

 
 
* 
 

*          * 
 

 
5. ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

• Packaging waste 
 Rapporteur: Mr Adams (Various interests - UK) 

 
– Reference: COM(2001) 729 final – 2001/0291 COD - CES 681/2002 

 
– Key points: 
 The Committee recognises and fully supports Directive 94/62/EC as an important driving force in 

encouraging national legislation to introduce systems for selective collection and sorting of 
packaging waste and in raising awareness of the role of packaging. 

 



- 9 - 

Registry CES 142/2002  FR-DE-EN-IT-PT/MW/JKB/ss/vh …/… 

 The Committee notes significant progress in the last five years, both in the introduction of specific 
and progressive national legislation and in the response of the packaging and recycling, recovery 
and waste disposal industries. There remain a number of difficulties in the recycling of packaging 
waste and the Committee calls for the adoption of a pro-active policy based on participation, 
incorporating all those involved in the chain of production, use and disposal of packaging, 
particularly taking account of the economic constraints faced by these players. With this in mind, 
the Committee recommends: 

 
− greater backing for innovation and for development of new recovery techniques for packaging 

waste; 
− identification and development of new markets for recyclates; 
− introduction of CEN standards for recyclates; 
− more responsibility for the various packaging waste sectors; 
− constructive dialogue with consumers/citizens; 
− continual improvement of the EU statistical monitoring system. 

 
– Contact: Silvia Calamandrei 
  (Tel.: 00  32 2 546 9657 – e-mail: silvia.calamandrei@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Ecopoints/Austria 
Rapporteur: Mr Kielman (Employers - NL) 

 
– References: COM(2001) 807 final – 2001/0310 COD – CES 691/2002 

 
– Key points: 

The Committee accepts the Commission proposal that the formula for the ecopoint system in 2003 
should be extended to 2004 only. The proposal should be seen as a temporary solution, pending 
adoption of the framework for infrastructure charging. The Committee accepts the retention of the 
same number and distribution of ecopoints and the non-application of the 108% rule as regards the 
actual number of transit journeys. Article 3(3) of the Commission's proposal makes provision for 
the application of the ecopoint system to be extended to 2005 and 2006 should the aforementioned 
framework for infrastructure charging not be adopted. In the Committee's view, there is no viable 
legal basis for this provision. It therefore calls for the deletion of Article 3(3). The Committee also 
urges that: the existing commitment regarding rail transit routes for the carriage of goods be 
implemented in practice; less-polluting goods vehicles should benefit from more favourable tax 
treatment; and that a system be developed at European level whereby the environmental impact of 
the mode of transport affects the choice of transport mode more than is currently the case. 

  
– Contact: Siegfried Jantscher  
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 8287 – e-mail: siegfried.jantscher@esc.eu.int) 
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• Greenhouse gas emission allowance trading 
Rapporteur: Mr Gafo Fernández (Employers - E) 
 
– Reference: COM(2001) 581 final – 2001/0245 COD - CES 680/2002 
 
– Key points: 
 The Committee has always given its unreserved support to the approval and ratification of the 

Kyoto Protocol.  However, while the Committee shares the ultimate objective of this Directive, 
it does have a number of reservations concerning the proposal itself. 

 
 In the Committee's view the purpose of this Directive should not be to "promote reductions of 

greenhouse-gas emissions in a cost-effective manner" but "to ensure that greenhouse-gas 
emissions are reduced in a manner that is cost-effective and aimed at minimising the impact 
on competitiveness and overall employment in the European Union". Secondly, the Committee 
has doubts concerning the coercive implementation of this Directive during the transitional 
period 2005-2008 (i.e. before the official entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol). Thirdly, the 
Committee sees no justification for the exclusion of other greenhouse gases in the initial 
proposal or for the failure, as of 2008, to consider the other two flexibility mechanisms 
provided for in the Protocol. 

 
– Contact: Johannes Kind  
  (Tel.: 32 2 546 9111 – e-mail: johannes.kind@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Noise emissions - aircraft 
Rapporteur: Mr Green (Employers – DK) 
 

– References: COM(2001) 74 final – 2001/0308 COD – CES 677/2002 
 

– Contact:  Luis Lobo 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9717 - e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
 

 
* 
 

*          * 
 
 

6. IMMIGRATION AND JUSTICE 
 
 

• Open method of coordination for EU immigration and asylum policy 
Rapporteur: Ms zu Eulenburg (Various interests - D) 
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− Reference: COM(2001) 710 final + 387 final - CES 684/2002 
 
– Key points: 

The Committee welcomes the use of the open coordination method in immigration and asylum 
policy, but would deplore a situation in which use of the open coordination method resulted in a 
failure to implement upcoming legislative measures. 

 
 The Committee considers that the two methods must remain separate so that their respective 

requirements can be taken into consideration, despite their common features. 
 

The Committee recommends a more rapid approach to providing opportunities for legal immigration 
and vigorously asserts that the success of a common immigration policy depends on integrating 
migrants into the host country. 

 
With regard to asylum policy, the Committee welcomes the proposed measures designed to foster 
the development of an efficient asylum system. 
 

− Contact: Pierluigi Brombo 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9718 - e-mail: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

• Short-term residence permit issued to victims of action to facilitate illegal 
immigration 
Rapporteur: Mr Pariza Castaños (Workers - ES) 

 
− Reference: COM(2002) 71 final – 2002/0043 CNS - CES 690/2002 
 
– Key points:  

While the Committee welcomes the content of the draft directive, it would suggest a number of 
changes to enhance its effectiveness. 

 
 In particular, it suggests the following changes: 

– the duration of the residence permit should be extended to one year; 
– when one member of a group has cooperated with the authority, the other members should be 

offered the same possibility; 
– greater role for social associations; 
– the victims of extreme labour exploitation should also be acknowledged in the proposal for a 

directive; 
– family members accompanying a victim should also be granted residence; 
– victims who are minors should always enjoy the most favourable conditions. 
 

− Contact: Pierluigi Brombo 
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 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9718 - e-mail: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Minimum standards – qualification and status of third-country nationals as 
refugees 
Rapporteur: Ms Le Nouail (Workers - F) 

 
− Reference: COM(2001) 510 final – 2001/0207 CNS - CES 683/2002 
 
– Key points:  
 The Committee welcomes the progress made towards adopting common standards with a view to 

recognising the status of refugee or of complementary protection, whilst underscoring the need to 
safeguard those Member State practices most favourable to claimants. 
 

 The Committee supports the Commission's initiative and welcomes in particular the equality of 
treatment with Member State nationals; the concept of subsidiary protection as a form of extended 
protection for people whose grounds for requesting asylum do not fall within the scope of the Geneva 
Convention but who are nonetheless in need of international protection; broadening the scope of 
protection to include victims of persecution by non-state organisations or agents. 
 
The Committee regrets that the Commission is advocating differences in the way applications are 
processed for refugees and persons requesting subsidiary protection, and wishes to stress the 
importance of the family and the particular attention that should be paid to women and the specific 
forms of persecution to which they may be subjected. 
 

− Contact: Pierluigi Brombo 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9718 - e-mail: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

• Improving access to justice in cross-border disputes 
 Rapporteur working without a study group: Mr Cavaleiro Brandão (Employers – P) 

 
– Reference: COM(2002) 13 final – 2002/0020 (CNS) – CES 687/2002 
 
– Key points: 

 The Committee warmly welcomes the Commission proposal. 
 

 Nevertheless, the Committee would draw attention to the following points which need further 
consideration: 
 
– Access to justice is a fundamental citizens' right, and this being so, aid arrangements should 

cover all citizens who habitually reside in a Member State, regardless of their residence status; 
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– Legal support should be guaranteed in the enforcement phase even if enforcement is to take 
place in a different Member State to that of the forum; 

 
– Citizens' interests must be protected by means of legal support from a suitably trained and 

specialised professional, i.e. a lawyer; 
 
– Enterprises whose economic situation so warrants should not be excluded from the possibility 

of legal aid; 
 
– To ensure the smooth functioning of the proposed system, it would be advisable to adopt a 

single common language and to make sure that the IT systems and programs to be used in the 
communication network between the various accredited national bodies are fully compatible; 

 
– Provision should be made for adequate technical and financial resources to publicise the 

system among the general public and to train professionals who will be involved in making it 
operative. 

 
– Contact: Stefania Barbesta 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 10 – e-mail: stefania.barbesta@esc.eu.int) 
 

* 
 

*          * 
 

7. REGIONAL POLICY AND TRANS-EUROPEAN NETWORKS 
 

 

• Future strategy for the outermost regions of the European Union 
Rapporteur: Ms López Almendáriz (Employers – E) 

 
– Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CES 682/2002 

 
– Key points: 

The Committee believes that the European Commission must honour the commitments it made in its 
March 2000 report and give Article 299(2) the weight it merits as an appropriate legal basis for 
drawing up exemptions from general Community law so as to offset the disadvantages suffered by 
outermost regions on account of their remoteness and thereby promote their development. 

 
The Committee believes that: 
 

– there is an urgent need for the EU to develop a comprehensive strategy for the outermost 
regions, specifying the guiding principles, the objectives sought and the resources available, 
and laying down a timetable for the measures to be adopted; 
 



- 14 - 

Registry CES 142/2002  FR-DE-EN-IT-PT/MW/JKB/ss/vh …/… 

– this need is even more pressing against the backdrop of globalisation and enlargement, which 
will move the EU's centre of attention eastwards; 
 

– there must be a new phase in the Community approach to the outermost regions - a quantum 
leap from its traditional approach and an appropriate legal basis for allowing exemptions from 
and adjustments to general Community law to help the outermost regions, and for drawing up a 
genuine Community policy for these regions;  

 
– the remoteness criterion must be included at all stages of implementation of Community policy. 

 
– Contact:  Alberto Allende 

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 79 - e-mail: alberto.allende@esc.eu.int 
 

• Revision/trans-European telecommunications networks 
Rapporteur: Mr Retureau (Workers  - F) 

 
– References: COM(2001) 742 final – 2001/0296 COD – CES 679/2002 

 
– Contact:  Raffaele Del Fiore 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9794 - e-mail: raffaeledelfiore.@esc.eu.int) 
 

* 
 

*          * 
 
 

8. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

• RTD programme–Modification 
Rapporteur: Mr Bernabei (Employers - I) 
 

– Reference: COM(2001) 279 final + 594 final –  CES 693/2002 
 

– Key points: 
The measures set out in the proposal for the sixth framework programme are reflected to a large 
extent in the Commission proposals on the specific programmes (including three for the EC-
Framework programme and two for the EURATOM-Framework programme), which have to 
describe, develop and specify the provisions for individual topics, objectives and research areas. 
The EESC opinion follows on seamlessly from its detailed opinions on research already adopted in 
the past. The EESC would again stress – with reference to the catalysing effect of specific 
programmes on competitiveness and the process of integrating the various European groups 
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concerned at all levels – that there is a need to increase the financial resources by about 50% as a 
medium-term political objective. 
 
Concerning individual programmes, the Committee makes a number of concrete and detailed 
recommendations, which aim to encourage a strong, coherent EU policy and the development of a 
more proactive strategy with a corresponding restructuring of the specific programmes. This 
strategy would attach special value to small scale projects and the guarantee that SMEs are given 
the opportunity to participate. 

 
– Contact:  Birgit Fular  

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9044 - e-mail: birgit.fular@esc.eu.int) 
 


