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  Mr Jean-Luc Dehaene , Vice-President of the European Convention, took part in the 
plenary session of 18-19 June 2003. 
 

1. SOCIAL PROTECTION 
 

• European health insurance card 
 Rapporteur: Mr Dantin (Employees – F) 
 
- Reference : COM(2003) 73 final – CESE 751/2003 
 
- Key points: 
 

The Committee welcomes the creation of a health insurance card. The facilities which the 
initiative will provide will contribute significantly to free movement, thereby strengthening 
European citizenship. 
 
The longer-term objective must be to introduce a single card performing both national and 
European functions. In order to prevent unexpected expiry of cards, they should be 
automatically renewed by the issuing body provided the entitlements remain valid or, as a 
default option, they should have a period of validity equivalent to that of the national cards 
where these exist.  
 
The visual design of the card must be "Europeanised" so that it symbolises European citizenship 
and strengthens a feeling of belonging to the European Union, in exactly the same way as the 
"European passport" and the euro.  
 
Great care will have to be taken to protect personal data in the later phases of the introduction 
of the card. 

 
- Contact: Stefania Barbesta 
   (Tel.:  00.32.2.546.95.10 – e-mail: stefania.barbesta@esc.eu.int) 
 

2. SMEs 
 

• Micro and small enterprises 
 Rapporteur: Mr Pezzini (Employers – I) 
 
-  Reference : Own-initiative opinion – CESE 752/2003 
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- Key points: 
 

The opinion, which comes partly in the wake of the Green Paper on Entrepreneurship recently 
proposed by the Commission, examines the main areas for implementing policies facilitating the 
creation of new enterprises.  
 
The opinion highlights the positive elements of the European Charter for small enterprises, but 
calls for it to be given legal status and urges that the proposals made by the European 
Parliament be acted upon.  
 
The third part of the opinion proposes a series of steps for re-focusing European programmes 
and policies to facilitate the creation and growth of micro and small enterprises. 

 
-  Contact: Mr Joao Pereira dos Santos   
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – e-mail:Joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
 

3. EUROPEAN FREEDOM, SECURITY AND JUSTICE AREA 
 

• Mutual recognition of decisions on the expulsion of third-country 
nationals 

 Rapporteur: Mr Pariza Castaños (Employees – E) 
 
- Reference : COM(2003) 49 final – 2003/0019 (CNS) – CESE 756/2003 
 
- Key points: 
 

Directive 2001/40/EC starts on the wrong footing, as it provides for the mutual recognition of 
decisions on the expulsion of third country nationals when there is still no common legislation on 
immigration and asylum. With this Directive, the Council continues to "put the cart before the 
horse". Any mechanism for the mutual recognition of expulsion decisions should be part of a 
framework of common legislation on immigration and asylum. Without common legislation, any 
enforcing Member State will be obliged to cooperate in enforcing an expulsion decision for 
reasons that are not covered, or indeed explicitly excluded, in its own legislation. Regarding the 
implementation of this Directive, the EESC believes that some of the safeguards laid down in 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the European Convention on Human Rights are not 
properly respected.  
 
The EESC also believes that expulsion or forced return decisions cannot merely be 
administrative decisions, and the courts may intervene, and that enforce expulsion decisions 
must ensure that the people affected by such procedures are granted effective legal protection 
in accordance with the legislation of each Member State. 
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The EESC supports the Commission in proposing voluntary return policies. Consequently 
expulsions and forced returns must be regarded as very harsh procedures that should only be 
applied in exceptional circumstances. Expulsion decisions must be based on a serious and 
present threat to public order or to national security and safety that has been established by a 
legal ruling. 
 
The new proposal for a Council Decision aims to ensure the actual costs of enforcing an 
expulsion, where expulsion cannot be effected at the expense of the third party national, are 
covered by the Member State issuing the expulsion decision, in order to prevent any financial 
imbalances that may result from the application of Directive 2001/40/EC. 
 
In the EESC's view, the procedure proposed in the Council Decision for compensating financial 
imbalances cannot be implemented until there is common legislation on immigration and 
asylum.  

 
- Contact:  Mr Alan Hick 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 02 - e-mail: Alan.Hick@esc.eu.int) 
 

4.  TRANSPORT 
 
• Tunnel safety/road network 
 Rapporteur: Mr Levaux  (Employers – F) 
 
- Reference: COM(2002) 769 final – 2002/0309 COD –  CESE 746/2003 
 
- Key points: 
 

The EESC welcomes the Commission proposals, but points out the need for certain additions 
and improvements to essential points: 
 
– the scope of the directive should be extended to cover all road tunnels over 500m in 

length, to facilitate the harmonisation of safety requirements; 
– the possibilities of derogating from the measures laid down in the directive are not 

practicable, and should therefore be abolished; 
– specific training for drivers of heavy goods vehicles exceeding 16 tonnes permitted total 

weight should be devised, and completion of the training should be certified on driving 
licences; 

– the Safety Officer, who is to play a crucial role in the measures set out in the directive, 
must be independent of the Tunnel Manager and his competence will have to be 
verified.  

 
Finally, the Committee proposes the establishment of a "European Transport Infrastructure 
Fund" to solve the delicate question of the funding of such infrastructure projects, and 
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announces a more precise analysis of all funding aspects as part of a forthcoming own-
initiative opinion. 

 
- Contact: Mr Siegfried Jantscher  
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 8287 – e-mail: Siegfried.Jantscher@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Allocation of slots/summer 2004 
 Rapporteur-general: Mr Green  (Employers – DK) 
 
- Reference: COM(2003) 207 final – 2001/0140 COD –  CESE 754/2003 
 
– Contact: Mr Luis Lobo 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9717 – e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
 

5.   ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION/PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

• Ship-source pollution/sanctions 
 Rapporteur: Mr Chagas   (Employees – P) 
 Co-rapporteur: Mrs Bredima Savopoulou (Employers – EL) 
 
- Reference: COM(2003) 92 final – 2003/0037 COD –  CESE 755/2003 
 
- Key points: 
 

The EESC supports the main objective of the proposal but invites the Commission to reconsider 
the following issues: 
 
– the term "gross negligence" with a view to arriving at a more appropriate term having 

no lesser effect than that intended by the Directive and ensuring uniformity of 
interpretation and application across Member States, and  

– the appropriateness of including accidental pollution in the scope of the Directive. 
 

Furthermore, the EESC: 
– strongly urges that sanctions should not be disproportionate; 
– asks for a distinction between intentional and accidental pollution. In cases of intentional 

pollution fines are not insurable due to the conditions of the insurance contracts. In 
cases of accidental pollution fines should be insurable; 

– requests, to avoid the risk of disproportionate action, that the Commission make 
proposals for the treatment and protection of masters and seafarers involved in such 
incidents having due regard to Article 292 of the UNCLOS Convention ("prompt 
release  of vessels and cruise"). 

 
- Contact: Mr Luis Lobo  
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   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9717 – e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
 

• VOC emissions/paints 
 Rapporteur: Mr Sears  (Employers – UK) 
 
- Reference: COM(2002) 750 final – 2002/0301 COD –  CESE 750/2003 
 
- Contact:  Mr Johannes Kind 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9111 – e-mail: johannes.kind@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Bathing water 
 Rapporteur: Mr Buffetaut  (Employers - F) 
 
- Reference: COM(2002) 581 final – 2002/0254 COD –  CESE 749/2003 
 
- Key points: 
 

The EESC recognises the interest of a new directive that takes account of scientific and 
technical progress. It stresses the need to stick to realistic recommendations that are of real 
interest to public health; in this connection it supports the exclusion of recreational waters from 
the scope of the directive, welcomes stricter mandatory requirements and recommends 
encouraging the most modern and reliable techniques and those which allow the authorities 
concerned and the public to be informed as quickly as possible. It considers that the bathing 
water profile defined in Annex III should provide a better definition of the type of pollution 
concerned and needs to be reviewed so that it does not contain provisions that cannot be 
applied in practice. It asks that the transitional measures between the old and the new 
standards be spelt out clearly. 
 
Given the great diversity of bathing areas throughout the European Union, the EESC urges 
respect for the principle of subsidiarity, which is the key to good governance in Europe. 

 
- Contact: Mr Johannes Kind 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9111 – e-mail: johannes.kind@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Internal combustion engine emissions 
 Rapporteur: M. Barros Vale   (Employers - P) 
 
- Reference : COM(2002) 765 final – 2002/0304 COD –  CESE 744/2003 
 
- Contact: Mr Joao Pereira dos Santos   
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – e-mail: Joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
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6. RESEARCH 
 
• European space policy (Green Paper) 
 Rapporteur: Mr Buffetaut (Employers - F) 
 
- Reference : COM(2003) 17 final – CESE 745/2003 
 
- Key points: 
 

The European Economic and Social Committee considers that Europe's position in the space 
sector will depend on the strength of its political commitment and the clarity of its budget 
decisions. The introduction of a shared and/or parallel competence for the space sector in the 
future European constitutional treaty would provide the European Union with the political, 
legislative and financial means to define and implement a strong space policy, which will have 
to, inter alia: 

 
- guarantee autonomous access to space for Europe; 
- contribute to Europe's strategic autonomy; 
- develop a programme of scientific excellence; 
- promote applications benefiting EU citizens and sectoral policies; 
- coordinate a dual research programme in space technologies in order to ensure our 

independence in civil, commercial, security and defence activities. 
 

Our scientific, technical and industrial capacity puts us amongst the leading players in the space 
field. The example of Galileo is a clear demonstration that we must act swiftly and decisively, 
or risk forfeiting our first-rate capital in the space sector. The stakes are high: does the 
European Union have the political will and the economic clout to maintain its autonomy and 
continue to play in the top world league of space activity? 

 
- Contact: Mr Nemesio Martinez  
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 01 – e-mail: nemesio.martinez@esc.eu.int) 
 

7.   THE INFORMATION SOCIETY 
 
• European Agency/network security 
 Rapporteur: Mr Lagerholm (Employers – S) 
 
- Reference: COM(2003) 63 final – 2003/0032 COD –  CESE 747/2003 
 
 Contact: Mr Raffaele Del Fiore  
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9794 – e-mail: Raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int)  
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• Results/ eEurope 2002 action plan  
 Rapporteur: Mr Koryfidis  (Employees – EL) 
 
- Reference: COM(2003) 66 final – CESE 748/2003 
 
- Contact: Mr Raffaele Del Fiore 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9794 – e-mail: Raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int)  
 

SINGLE MARKET 
 
• Investment services 
 Rapporteur: Mrs Boving  (Employers - D) 
 
- Reference : COM(2002) 625 final – 2002/0269 COD – CESE 741/2003 
 
- Contact: Mr Nemesio Martinez   
   Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 01 – e-mail: nemesio.martinez@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Small claims litigation 
 Rapporteur: Mr Frank von Fürstenwerth (Employers - D) 
 
- Reference : COM(2002) 746 final – CESE 742/2003 
 
- Contact: Mr Jakob Andersen  
   (Tel.: 0032 2 546 9258 – e-mail: jakob.andersen@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Electromagnetic compatibility 
 Rapporteur: Mr Green (Employers - DK) 
 
- Reference : COM(2002) 759 final  - 2002/0306 COD –  CESE 743/2003 
 
- Contact: Mr Jakob Andersen  
   (Tel.: 0032 2 546 9258 – e-mail: jakob.andersen@esc.eu.int) 
 

9. TAXATION 
 
• Travel services/VAT 
 Rapporteur:  Mr Barbadillo López (Employers – E) 
 
- References: COM(2003) 78 final/2 – 2003/0230(COD) – CESE 753/2003 
 



- 8 - 

Registry CESE 108/2003 FR-DE-EN-IT/WGR/hm  

- Contact: Mr Alberto Allende 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9679 - e-mail: alberto.allende@esc.eu.int) 
 

 
 
 


