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 The plenary session of 26 and 27 March 2003 was attended by the vice-president of the 

European Convention, Mr Jean-Luc Dehaene. 

 
1. LISBON STRATEGY 

 
 

•  The European employment strategy  
 Rapporteur : Mr Koryfidis  (Employees - EL) 

 

− Reference: COM(2003) 6 final – CESE 405/2003 
 

− Key points:  
 

The EESC endorses the three interlinked objectives of the new EES, i.e. full employment; quality 
and productivity at work and cohesion in a labour market without exclusions. 
 
Investment in human capital and the development of the institution of lifelong learning are key 
factors for achieving the objectives of the new EES. The EESC proposes that there should be 
higher quantitative objectives for 2010 in the EES than those given. 
 
There should be a guideline devoted to enhancing preventive and active measures for the long-
term unemployed, the inactive, the disabled, women, young people and ethnic minorities with the 
aim of removing the obstacles preventing them from entering and staying in the labour market and 
in viable jobs.  

 
As regards the disabled, an integrated institutional approach is required, including strengthening 
employment guideline 7, powerful incentives for employers who employ disabled workers and the 
creation of the necessary conditions for familiarising disabled people with modern technologies. 
 
There should also be a guideline devoted to the gradual conversion of undeclared work into legal 
employment and of the black economy into legitimate economic activity. Another guideline should 
be devoted to the creation of favourable conditions for developing businesses and reinforcing 
entrepreneurship. 
 
In addition, one guideline should be devoted to the management of migration trends and the 
integration of immigrants into an evolving society through employment. 
 
Finally, the EESC calls for national parliaments to be involved in procedures to do with the EES. If 
NAPs were discussed and approved by national parliaments in the context of the corresponding 
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annual national budgets, this would certainly improve the quality of employment policy, as well as 
helping to integrate it more effectively with the various other national and European policies. 

 

− Contact: Ms Susanne Johansson 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9619 - e-mail: susanne.johansson@esc.eu.int)  
 
 

• Broad economic policy guidelines 
Rapporteur : Mr Vever (Employers – F) 
 

− Reference:  Own-initiative opinion – CESE 410/2003 

− Key points:  
 
The EESC emphasises that the priority must now be to give new impetus to growth in Europe – 
needed to boost employment - by giving the BEPG a sharper focus, implementing them more 
effectively and providing them with a more structured framework. 
 
Steps to provide the BEPGs with a more structured framework should speed up completion of the 
single market in priority areas, securing fresh confidence and growth, reactivating the Lisbon 
reforms, including simplification of legislation, and consolidating measures for joint economic 
governance in the future Treaty being hammered out at the Convention. 
 

− Contact: Ms Katarina Lindahl 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9254 - e-mail: katarina.lindahl@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

• European benchmarks in education and training 
 Rapporteur: Mr Koryfidis  (Employees - EL) 
 

– Reference : COM(2002) 629 final – CESE 406/2003 
 

– Key points:  
 

The EESC is in favour of the Commission proposal to lay down European education benchmarks. 
It considers the proposal to be another step in the laborious and long-drawn-out process of trying to 
develop a European dialogue to clarify educational concepts and to identify and align education 
goals. These efforts will have to be intensified still further, as achievement of the Lisbon objectives, 
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with which the process is directly associated, requires modern education systems and common 
high-level education objectives. 

 
The EESC also agrees with the six specific European benchmarks submitted by the Commission to 
the Council for approval, proposed as they are under Articles 149 and 150 of the EC Treaty. 
However, it would draw attention to an important shortcoming, which is the failure to cover that 
which was agreed upon (Council meeting on 14 February 2002) with regard to the three strategic 
objectives and the detailed programme to implement the thirteen objectives associated with these. 

 
The EESC feels it is essential, since the groundwork has been done, to add at least those 
associated with strategic objective 3 (OPENING UP EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
SYSTEMS TO THE WIDER WORLD) to the European benchmarks submitted for approval. 

 
The EESC feels that the proposed European benchmark for lifelong learning should be modified to 
make it more ambitious. A target of bringing the country with the lowest performance today up to 
the level of the highest performer by 2010 is ambitious, but necessary. 

 
 The EESC also thinks there should be a European benchmark for public spending on education as a 

proportion of GDP. A minimum target for 2010 equivalent to the current EU average (5%) could 
generate rates of progress in line with what is required for the Lisbon strategic objective. 

 

– Contact: Ms Stefania Barbesta 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 10 - e-mail: stefania.barbesta@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

      ·  eLearning Programme 
Rapporteur: Mr Rodriguez Garcia Caro (Employers – E) 

 

– Reference:  COM(2002) 751 final – 2003/0303 COD – CESE 404/2003 
 

– Key points: 
 

The EESC welcomes the proposed decision, which has been referred for consultation, but 
considers that the amounts allocated to help the programme meet its very ambitious objectives are 
extremely insufficient. It also recommends that available resources be focused on two areas: 
fighting the digital divide and school twinning via the Internet. 

 
The EESC stresses the importance of continuing to use other Community instruments in this area 
and of preventing actions from overlapping with existing programmes. 
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In the EESC's view it is essential that any actions developed to prevent the exclusion of certain 
groups for geographical, social, gender-related, age-related or any other reasons must be fostered 
and supported. 

 

– Contact: Mr Pierluigi Brombo 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 18 - e-mail: Pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 

 
 
2. HEALTH, SAFETY AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
 

 

• Consumer education 
Rapporteur : Mr Hernández Bataller    (Various Interests – E) 

 
– Reference  : Own-initiative opinion –  CESE 397/2003 

 

– Key points : 
 

– Organise and give impetus to the work of a group of permanent experts, comprising education 
professionals with an in-depth knowledge of consumer affairs, who can systematise on an ongoing 
basis the work carried out in each country and draw up the reports needed to further apply the 
Treaty of Amsterdam with regard to consumer education. 

 
– Present a plan to consolidate European networks that promote consumer education, through 

significant and ongoing projects. 
 
– Set up a database including all the schemes that have been financed by the Commission in recent 

years and, if appropriate, the most significant schemes conducted in the Member States, in such a 
way that it can be consulted by other countries (including the candidate countries) and can foster 
an attitude of co-operation, dissemination and dynamism that promotes consumer education. 

 
– Study the possibility of setting up a virtual school of consumer education, drawing on new 

technologies and the experience already gained by different countries in this area.  Account should 
also be taken of experience gained from education at European level in the various stages of 
education, e.g. the Erasmus project. 

 
– Develop Commission proposals that: 
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– help make consumer education widely available so that all European citizens can be educated 
and trained as consumers, as is their right and duty; 

 
– enable educational actions to be coordinated more effectively and proper educational material to 

be drawn up, including the use of the Internet, so as to take account of the different 
characteristics of European consumers; 

 
– provide training for trainers, adult consumers and vulnerable groups; and 
 

– ensure that the members of consumer organisations and other consumer bodies and institutions 
are given high-quality ongoing training. 

 
   -  Contact:  Mr Nemesio Martinez   
    (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 01 – e-mail: nemesio.martinez@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Nuclear safety 
 Rapporteur: Mr Wolf  (Various Interests - D) 

 
– Reference: COM(2003) 32 final – 2003/0021-0022 CNS –  CESE 411/2003 

  

– Key points: 
 
The EESC reaffirms the basic obligation of the Member States and the Community to guarantee the 
safety of nuclear installations and the disposal of radioactive waste and endorses the Commission's 
initiative to achieve this, not least with regard to the integration of the new Member States. The 
current remit of Member States and their safety authorities should remain unchanged. 
  
The Community should use the definitions and rules of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) as a general reference framework and check that these are fully and rigorously applied. As 
regards implementing the procedures provided for in the directive and the timetable for 
implementation, a balance must be struck between the principles of maintaining acquired rights and 
providing planning and legal certainty on the one hand and ensuring maximum safety on the other. It 
supports the Commission's objective of ensuring that sufficient funding is available from the 
Member States for decommissioning nuclear facilities, but recommends that the Member States 
retain sole responsibility for this task.  

  
The EESC agrees with the Commission's view that the highly radioactive waste produced in each 
Member State should if possible be permanently stored in suitable geological formations, without 
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excluding the possibility of a voluntary sharing of tasks with neighbouring Member States. However, 
it recommends that the timetable for authorisation of such final storage sites by the Member States 
should be made more flexible and be adapted to the specific circumstances of the Member States. 
 

– Contact:  Mr Siegfried Jantscher  
       (Tel.: 32 2 546 8287 – e-mail: Siegfried.jantscher@esc.eu.int) 

 

 

• Accelerated phasing-in/double hull oil tankers 
 Rapporteur: Ms Bredima-Savopoulou  (Employers - EL) 

 
– Reference: COM(2002) 780 final – 2002/0310 COD –  CESE 415/2003 

  

– Key points:  
 

The EESC regrets that another ecological disaster has occurred from the sinking of the tanker 
Prestige. It deplores the fact that its repeated calls (in its opinions on the Erika I and II packages) for a 
number of concrete measures have not materialised, and feels compelled to reiterate them hoping that 
they will be taken into account. 
 
The EESC therefore supports the proposal for a Regulation on the accelerated phasing-in of double hull 
or equivalent design requirements, submitted by the Commission. 
 
The EESC thinks that: 
 

•  an investigation into the causes of the incident is of the utmost priority so that reasonable, practical 
and proportionate measures, which will address the real causes of similar incidents, can be taken; 

 

•  present action should be subject to a sustainability impact assessment covering its potential 
economic, social and environmental consequences;  

 

•  there is a compelling need for the earliest and rigorous application of the Erika I and II packages 
and the urgent introduction of a regime on places of refuge and contingency planning with a clear 
line of authority to assist vessels in distress, preferably at EU level by EMSA; 

 

•  an Erika III package of measures should be adopted, addressing the involvement of the human 
factor in maritime safety. 
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The EESC feels that some exemptions could be considered as regards the banning of single hull 
tankers for carrying crude oil products. 
 
In view of the serious socio-economic implications and of the international character of shipping the EU 
Member States, under speedy procedures, should endeavour to introduce through IMO for global 
application a satisfactory accelerated phasing-out schedule for single-hull tankers which would be 
aligned with the Oil Pollution Act (OPA) schedule of the US. The EU initiative should be taken without 
prejudice to the right and obligation to ensure timely and adequate environmental protection at EU level. 

 

– Contact:  Mr Luis Lobo  
    (Tel.: 32 2 546 9717 – e-mail: Luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

• Dangerous substances – nonylphenol and cement  
Rapporteur: Mr Nollet  (Employees - B) 
 

– Reference:  COM(2002) 459 final – 2002/0206 COD –  CESE 399/2003 

 
– Contact:  Mr Nemesio Martinez 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 01 – e-mail: nemesio.martinez@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

•  Research programme/HIV-AIDS-malaria-tuberculosis  
 
Rapporteur: Mr Bedossa   (Various Interests - F) 
 

– Reference: COM(2002) 474 final – 2002/0211 COD –  CESE 414/2003 
 

– Contact:  Mr Nemesio Martinez 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 01 – e-mail: nemesio.martinez@esc.eu.int) 
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3. INTERNAL MARKET 
 

 

• Simplification (SMO) 
Rapporteur: Mr Simpson   (Various Interests - UK) 

 
– Reference: Additional own-initiative opinion –  CESE 398/2003 
 

– Key points: 
 

 
The opinion stresses the seriousness of the issues related to simplification, better regulation and 
improved governance and the importance of finding an effective solution to the identified problems 
in this area within the near future. It reiterates that it does not see this primarily as a deregulatory 
issue. The choice is not only between regulation and self-regulation but between good, harmonised 
regulation and poor-quality, fragmented regulation at both the European and Member State levels. 

 
It broadly supports the proposals contained in the Commission documents and particularly welcomes 
the extension of regular impact assessments to the Commission’s annual work programme. The 
opinion strongly supports the Commission’s proposals for wider consultation; this should include ex 
post consultation and a preparedness to use this feedback to improve the process of preparing 
subsequent periodic impact assessments. 

 
The codification of the acquis communautaire, which could bring about a dramatic reduction in its 
volume and a commensurate improvement in its clarity, coherence, accessibility and effectiveness, 
should be prosecuted with determination and perseverance. 

 
The opinion also advocates that impact assessments should be based on a formal system of 
Regulatory Impact Analysis. If amendments to the draft legislation invalidate the original impact 
assessment, these amendments should be supported by an amended impact assessment. 

 
The EESC applauds the Commission’s resolution to bring the principles of accountability, 
proportionality, transparency and legal certainty to bear in improving the regulatory environment. 
Governance which lacks these principles cannot be truly democratic. The EESC calls upon the 
European Parliament and the Council to commit themselves firmly in the same direction. 

 
 

-    Contact:  Mr Jakob Andersen  
  (Tel.: 0032 2 546 9258 – e-mail: jakob.andersen@esc.eu.int)  
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4. ENERGY POLICY 
 
 

• Security of energy supply 
 Rapporteur: Mr Cambus   (Employees - F) 

 
– Reference: COM(2002) 488 final – 2002/0219-0220 COD-0221 CNS–  CESE 400/2003 

 

– Key points: 
 
  
The EESC supports the Commission's objective of defining common guidelines for ensuring security 
of oil and gas supplies in the EU. 
 
On the subject of oil supplies, the EESC endorses the Commission's proposal to oblige the Member 
States to set up a central body responsible for security stocks. However: 
 
– It takes a very guarded line as regards the proposal to increase the security stockholding 

requirement from 90 days' consumption to 120 days' consumption for all Member States. The 
EESC believes that there are no compensatory benefits to justify the additional cost of such a 
decision. 

 
– The EESC gives a similarly guarded response to the proposal to use these strategic stocks for 

the purpose of bringing an influence to bear on oil prices in cases where fear of a possible 
physical shortage leads companies to engage in precautionary purchases, thereby giving rise to 
panic and consequent price increases. 

 
– The EESC takes the view that, in order to give it suffic ient clout and prospects of success, action 

by the EU to manage oil supply crises should be carried out within the framework of the IEA. 
 
As regards gas supplies, the EESC shares the Commission's desire to give the Member States 
responsibility for laying down the rules to be followed by companies in order to ensure security of 
supply. 
 
The EESC notes that companies which are new entrants to the market may be exempted from the 
obligation to hold security stocks; it wonders what impact this measure may have and proposes that 
responsibility for it should lie with the Member States. 



- 11 - 

Registry CESE 58/2003  FR-DE-EN-IT/GW/vh .../... 

 

– Contact:  Mr Raffaele Del Fiore  
    (Tel.: 32 2 546 9794 – e-mail : Raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int)  
 
 

5. INDUSTRIAL POLICY 
 

 

• Annual statistics on steel  
 Rapporteur-general: Mr Pezzini  (Employers - I) 

 

 
-   Reference: COM(2002) 584 final – 2002/0251 COD –  CESE 413/2003 

  

-   Key points: 
 
1. In this first opinion prepared by its recently established Consultative Commission on Industrial 
Change, the EESC endorses the broad thrust of the Commission proposal and its objective of 
providing key statistics for the steel industry that meet the needs of institutional decision-makers, the 
industry, the world steel production network, social dialogue and streamlining and modernisation 
processes, particularly in the applicant countries. 

 
2. The data compiled through the proposed questionnaires may however prove inadequate to 
measure efficiency, savings and environmental sustainability.  Additional statistics for the sector 
could in that case be supplied by means of the survey work done by the European Environment 
Agency.  These additional data should be incorporated into a comprehensive and timely framework 
that can serve future policy strategy in the sector. 

 
3. Information on consumption of steel by user sectors is essential for both consumers and 
producers. Certain activity indicators, broken down by country and product type, should also be 
made available, as should indicators on sectors downstream and forecast data on factory orders. 
 
4. Rather than putting the burden on Eurostat, these data could be gathered by means of the 
statistical and analytical activities of the relevant Commission departments, in particular, the 
Enterprise DG which, in the Committee's view, should conduct a periodic coordinated analysis of 
the competitiveness of the European steel industry, particularly in the accession countries. This 
analysis could also cover employment needs and trends in the sector. 

 



- 12 - 

Registry CESE 58/2003  FR-DE-EN-IT/GW/vh .../... 

5. The proposal makes no mention of the accession countries or the statistics for the future 
Community policies affecting them. In this respect, more focused measures seem necessary in 
order to restore and bring up to date their statistical corpus. 
 

− Contact: Mr José Miguel Colera Rodriguez 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9629 - e-mail: josemiguel.colerarodriguez@esc.eu.int) 

 

 
6. EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
 
 

• For a WTO with a human face: the EESC's proposals  
Rapporteur: Mr Dimitriadis (Employers - EL) 

 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 412/2003 

 

– Key points:  
 

The WTO is now facing a moment of decision. The decisions needed must take account not 
only of the new circumstances prevailing in the world economy (problems caused by the 
liberalisation of trade, environmental problems, agricultural restructuring, etc) but also of 
the reactions of the world community to critical humanitarian and social problems (social 
inequalities, the spread of poverty, dangerous epidemics, etc.). 

 
The present EESC opinion on the WTO is intended to make a constructive contribution to the global 
debate and to the Commission's efforts currently underway to give this international organisation a 
more human face and to satisfy the justified demands of developing countries and of civil society 
stakeholders who accuse it of lacking sensitivity, transparency, adaptability and flexibility. 

 
The EESC proposes: 
 

– creating a parliamentary dimension to the WTO in order to widen the democratic debate and to 
ensure that elected representatives have substantial involvement in its operations; 

 
– establishing a formal dialogue between the WTO and the stakeholders of organised civil society as 

there is a need to endorse and recognise these stakeholders and to establish a concrete and 
structured code of communication; 
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– establishing a formal dialogue between the WTO and the other international organisations (UN, 
World Bank, IMF, OECD, ILO, etc.) and with regional transnational organisations; 

 
– providing ongoing and unbroken support to the LDCs by transferring resources and technical 

expertise so that their participation in  WTO processes is both substantial and fruitful. 
 
The EESC proposes that it take the initiative of coordinating Economic and Social Councils where 
these exist worldwide (e.g. African ESCs, Chinese ESC, etc) on WTO matters by drawing up joint 
opinions to be presented at the Ministerial Conferences as the contribution of civil society. 

 
 

− Contact: Mr Jean-François Bence 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 99 - e-mail: Jean-Francois.Bence@esc.eu.int) 
 

 
7. EUROPEAN AREA OF FREEDOM, SECURITY AND JUSTICE 
 

 
• Persons with disabilities- Towards a United Nations legally binding 

instrument 
Rapporteur: Mr Cabra de Luna (Various Interests - E) 

 

− Reference: COM(2003) 16 final – CESE 407/2003 
 

− Key points:  
 

The European Economic and Social Committee welcomes the European Commission 
Communication  as the protection provided by the existing international human rights instruments is 
not adequate for people with disabilities. The EESC supports the shift from the old medical 
approach to a social, human rights based approach.  
 
The EESC considers that the legally binding instrument should be a Convention and that it should 
include a specific rule stating that human rights are universal thereby including all human beings, 
among them persons with disabilities and chronic illnesses.  Moreover, it considers that the content 
of the Convention should highlight that States should take action to ensure that in reality people with 
disabilities are in a position to exercise their rights. 
 

The EESC considers it of great importance that the EU plays a leading role at the next meeting of 
the ad hoc Committee and suggests that the EU Presidency seek a common position by all EU 
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Member States and accession countries. The EESC, as the representative voice of organised civil 
society, wishes to be actively involved in the work to be done by the EU on this issue. 

 

− Contact: Ms  Susanne Johansson 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9619 - e-mail: susanne.johansson@esc.eu.int) 

 

 

• Entry and residence conditions of third-country nationals for study, 
vocational training or voluntary service  

 Rapporteur: Mr Pariza Castaños  (Employers – E) 
 

– References: COM(2002) 548 final – 2002/0242 CNS - CESE 403/2003 
 

– Key points:  
 
The EESC welcomes the Commission's intention to legislate on legal channels of immigration and 
supports the content of the proposed directive. 

 
The EESC sees the mobility granted to students, to complete their studies in Member States other 
than those granting the original permit, as a positive step forward. 

 
The EESC would emphasise a basic idea: training in Europe for third-country young people should 
constitute a factor for development of those countries, not a problem. The EESC therefore shares 
the Commission's view that the brain drain must not be amplified. 

 
The EESC also welcomes the right to work for students and trainees, and wishes to extend this 
right to unpaid trainees. 

 

– Contact: Mr Pierluigi Brombo 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 18 - e-mail: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 
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8.  TAXATION 
 
 

• Place of supply - electricity and gas (VAT rules) 
Rapporteur : Mr Pezzini (Employers – I) 

 

− Reference: COM(2002) 688 final – 2002/0286 (CNS) – CESE 409/2003 
 

– Key points: 
 
The EESC agrees with the aims of the Commission's proposal, but would express some reservations. 
 
The EESC proposes that supply of electricity or gas to a person in a different Member State from the 
seller should, if the purchaser is not engaged in the business of re-selling that commodity, be taxable in 
the Member State where the energy is consumed. The person liable for the tax should be the purchaser 
if he is registered for VAT in that Member State. If he is not registered there the person liable should 
be the seller, who would have to register there. 
 
The EESC emphasises the need to make certain terms used in the text of the Commission' proposal 
clearer and more precise. 

 

 
− Contact: Mr Pawel Olechnowicz 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 99 72 - e-mail: pawel.olechnowicz@esc.eu.int) 

 

 
 

9.  FISHERIES 
 

 

• Fisheries resources/Mediterranean  
 Rapporteur : Mr Chagas   (Employees - P) 

 
-    Reference: COM(2002) 535 final –  CESE 402/2003 

 

-    Key points: 
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The EESC welcomes this Commission Communication and the measures it proposes to meet its 
objective of redefining the Common Fisheries Policy in the Mediterranean within three years, which 
implies – inter alia – applying the full array of management instruments that already exist within the 
CFP. 
 
The EESC also highlights the Commission's intention that actions taken at Community level to meet this 
objective should be the result of a broad debate with the social partners, either within the existing 
relevant bodies or in bodies set up for this purpose. Setting up a Regional Advisory Council for the 
Mediterranean, as envisaged in the road map, could be a major step in the right direction. The EESC 
also welcomes the work being done to set up a Mediterranean-wide fishermen's association, and 
stresses the importance of involving all the main stakeholders - in particular, ship owners and 
employees' representatives - in this process. 
 
In order to safeguard the environmental conditions necessary for protecting fisheries resources, 
considerable vigilance is needed regarding environmental measures and actions to fight pollution and 
protect the biotope. This is particularly pressing in a sea such as the Mediterranean.  
 
The full application of the conservation, structure and market policies in the Mediterranean - even after 
it has been adapted to the specific characteristics of the area – will have social consequences for 
people who make their living from the sea. 
 
The EESC recommends that Common Fisheries Policy reform in this region should take full account of 
the social dimension, as this is a key element that will lend it credibility. 

 

-   Contact:  Ms Silvia Calamandrei  
   (Tel.: 32 2 546 9657 – e-mail: Silvia.calamandrei@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

• Amendment/training of seafarers  
 Rapporteur: Mr Chagas  (Employees – P) 

 
-    Reference : COM(2003) 1 final – 2003/0001 COD –  CESE 401/2003 

  
-    Contact:   Mr Luis Lobo  
   (Tel.: 32 2 546 9717 – e-mail: Luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
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 10.  STRUCTURAL FUNDS 
 
 

• Programming of the Structural Funds /URBAN 2000/2006 

Rapporteur: Mr Di Odoardo (Employees - I) 
 

− Reference: COM(2002) 308 final – CESE 408/2003 

 
− Key points: 

 
The EESC welcomes the Commission's initiative to extend the Urban programme, increasing the 
number of programmes covered under Urban II and, at the same time, simplifying the administrative 
procedures.  

 
It also welcomes the aim to promote exchange of experience between beneficiary cities, and the 
decision to earmark 40% of planned expenditure for environmental and physical regeneration. 
 
The EESC underlines the crucial importance of involving local authorities in programming, managing 
and monitoring the programmes: this is a pre-condition for generating increasingly effective 
synergies between public and private resources. 
 
The EESC believes that in the future, the Urban initiative should focus on promoting proper housing 
policy, improving the quality and range of services in the relevant areas and should regard issues 
arising from the ageing urban population as a priority. 
 
Lastly, the EESC once again emphasises the importance of ensuring that the Urban programme 
addresses the new forms assumed by the urban question in an experimental and innovative way, 
with action designed to bring urban sprawl under control and to introduce policies for regenerating 
such areas.  

 
− Contact: Mr Roberto Pietrasanta 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 13 - e-mail: roberto.pietrasanta@esc.eu.int) 
 

_____________ 


