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  The Plenary was notable for the attendance of Mr Ramon de Miguel, Spanish State 
Secretary for European Affairs on behalf of the Council Presidency and Mr Philippe Maystadt, 
President of the European Investment Bank. Both men stressed the value of close cooperation with 
the Committee. 
 
1. EUROPEAN AREA OF FREEDOM, SECURITY AND JUSTICE 
 
 

• Conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals 
Rapporteur: Mr Pariza Castaños (Workers - E) 

 
− Reference: COM(2001) 386 final - 2001/0154 (CNS) - CES 28/2002 
 
− Key points:  

In the Committee's view, immigration legislation that aims to provide legal channels for immigration 
into the Member States of the European Union must provide for two different entry channels. The 
first is discussed in the Directive, i.e. entry based on possession of an offer of employment while 
still in the country of origin. The second channel is to enter a Member State temporarily in order to 
seek employment with a temporary six-month entry and residence permit for the purpose of 
seeking work for a period of six months. 

 
The ESC feels that some of the requirements concerning particulars and documents that must 
accompany applications for a "residence permit - worker" are inappropriate and that requirements 
for renewal must be simplified. 

 
The Committee considers that the rights granted to holders of a "residence permit - worker" should 
be supplemented by social rights, insofar as these conditions also apply to nationals of the country 
concerned. 
 

 
− Contact: Mr Pierluigi Brombo 
  (Tel. 00 32 2 546 97 18 - e-mail: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgements in 
matters of parental responsibility 
Rapporteur: Ms Carroll (Employers - IRL) 

 
− Reference : COM(2001) 505 final - 2001/0204 (CNS) - CES 29/2002 
 
− Key points: 

The Committee welcomes the wide scope of the draft Regulation, in that it applies not only to court 
proceedings but also to proceedings officially recognised in a Member State as equivalent to judicial 
proceedings. 

 
The Committee is pleased that the draft Regulation takes account of the best interests of the child 
but regrets that the child’s right to be heard is included in the draft only indirectly by reference to 
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Regulation 1347/2000. Given that children up to the age of 18 years are covered, this is a significant 
omission and it should be expressly provided for in the draft. The Committee strongly calls for a 
specific provision requiring judges and/or administrative bodies to take full account of the right to be 
heard of all children who are capable of expressing a rational opinion on the issues involved. 

 
The issue of costs is only partially addressed. Justice must be accessible to all. The Committee is of 
the opinion that holders of parental responsibility should be entitled to legal aid when pursuing cases 
in this area. 
 

 
− Contact:  Ms Stefania Barbesta 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 10 - e-mail: stefania.barbesta@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
2. THE LISBON STRATEGY 
 
 

• SMEs- Go digital  
Rapporteur: Mr Dimitriadis (Employers - EL) 

 
− Reference : COM(2001) 136 final - CES 36/2002 
 
− Key points: 

The Economic and Social Committee sees the Commission's "Go Digital" Communication as the 
starting-point for new actions to keep abreast of changing needs and new developments. It 
emphasises the importance of shortening timescales for the actions and planning them to cover all 
SMEs, with particular emphasis on SMEs in peripheral locations, which operate in a manifestly less 
favourable environment, and including the applicant countries. 
 
With regard to the individual actions the Committee recommends the following: creation of an 
effective mechanism to support SMEs with information, consultancy and legal services; immediate 
establishment of the institutional, legal and general regulatory framework; the setting up of a 
European system for transferring innovation from research centres to companies, especially SMEs; 
the provision of specific incentives for the banking sector with a view to the direct and immediate 
funding of e-commerce instruments; and the acquisition by the universities and other educational 
bodies of closer links with the private sector. 

 
The ESC calls on the Commission to coordinate the immediate and mandatory use of new 
technologies in all public administrations with uniform and standardised approaches across the EU, 
so that red tape is reduced, SMEs can receive assistance, and public systems can operate more 
rapidly and effectively. 

 
− Contact: Ms Birgit Fular  
  (Tel.:00 32 2 546 9044 - e-mail: birgit.fular@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
• Prospectus to be published when transferable securities are offered 
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Rapporteur: Mr Levitt (Employers - UK) 
 
− Reference: COM(2001) 280 final - CES 34/2002 
 
− Key points: 

The Committee is most disappointed that the Commission failed to consult market practitioners prior 
to adopting the proposed Directive. It feels that in a number of places, the Commission proposal 
does not demonstrate adequate acknowledgement of existing satisfactory legal and market 
practices. 
 
There are ambiguities concerning the power of competent authorities to impose their requirements 
extraterritorially, jurisdictional responsibilities concerning advertising, and the relationship with the 
E-Commerce Directive. 
 
Consequently, the detailed drafting of the Directive needs to be tightened up to remove ambiguities 
and display greater recognition of the needs of professional debt markets, while protecting the 
legitimate interests of retail investors, by incorporating derogations from the rather onerous 
prescriptive regime which is too heavy-handed for the inter-professional wholesale markets. 
Without such changes the Directive would impede market integration. 

 
− Contact: Ms Katarina Lindahl 
  (Tel. 00 32 2 546 92 54 - e-mail: katarina.lindahl@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
• Insider dealing and market manipulation 

Rapporteur: Mr Levitt (Employers - UK) 
 
− Reference: COM(2001) 281 final - CES 35/2002 
 
− Key points: 

The Committee stresses that the objectives of the Directive in terms of furthering the integration of 
European financial markets and reducing the complexity and confusion surrounding the rules 
concerning market manipulation are entirely worthwhile. But in a number of respects it would be 
helpful for the draft to be refined so as to reduce ambiguity about interpretation and the consequent 
risk of differences in implementation and enforcement across the EU. Moreover, more serious 
consideration needs to be given to the question of how a test of “intent” – and a defence of lack of 
intent to manipulate the market – can be introduced into the Directive. 

 
− Contact: Ms Katarina Lindahl 
  (Tel. 00 32 2 546 92 54 - e-mail: katarina.lindahl@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
• Administrative cooperation – VAT 

Rapporteur: Mr Walker (Employers - UK) 
 
− Reference: COM(2001) 294 final - CES 37/2002 
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− Key points: 
The Committee considers that the Commission proposals constitute a step in the right direction but 
feels that they do not go far enough to correct the manifest weaknesses and loopholes in the 
current situation; however, it accepts that they are probably at the limit of what is politically 
attainable. To this extent, it approves the proposals but has serious reservations about their ability to 
make a significant impact in the fight against fraud without a fundamental change in the attitudes of 
Member State administrations and national tax authorities. It calls upon the Member States to do 
their part in stemming the tide of lost revenue by accepting these proposals and by putting in place 
the necessary measures to ensure their effective implementation. 

 
− Contact: Ms Katarina Lindahl 
  (Tel. 00 32 2 546 92 54 - e-mail: katarina.lindahl@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
• PRISM 2001 (Single Market Observatory) 

Rapporteur: Ms Sirkeinen (Employers - FIN) 
 
− Reference : Additional own-initiative opinion - CES 21/2002 
 
− Contact: Mr Jakob Andersen 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9258 - e-mail: jakob.andersen@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Electronic interchange of data between administrations (IDA) 
Rapporteur: Mr Bernabei (Employers - I) 

 
− Reference: COM(2001) 507 final - 2001/0210-0211 COD - CES 25/2002 
 
− Key points: 

The Committee stresses the importance of strengthening the IDA programme to benefit not only 
administrations and institutions, but also the public, companies and, more generally, organised civil 
society, in accordance with the conclusions of the Lisbon and Stockholm summits. 
It also stresses the importance of: 
 
− an effective EU certification authority, in order to secure adequate levels of security for access 

to and the exchange of information; 
 

− ensuring maximum visibility, accessibility and interoperability for the networks promoted by the 
IDA programme, for the benefit of the end users, as well as the adaptation of the IDA 
programme to e-Europe and other related EU initiatives and the participation of the applicant 
countries; 

 
− promoting initiatives at various levels to provide for the continuing training of users by using the 

network infrastructure and to build "virtual networks". 
 
− Contact:  Mr Raffaele del Fiore 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9794 - e-mail: raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int) 
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3. TRANSPORT 
 
 

• Inland waterway network 
Rapporteur: Mr Levaux (Employers - F) 

 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion - CES 24/2002 
 
− Key points: 

The Committee believes that to ease the circulation of goods in today's 15-member EU and in the 
future enlarged Union of 26 members, various incentive measures will have to be taken before 
2010 to ensure that by 2020 there is a real network of navigable inland waterways. More 
specifically, it recommends: 

 
− that the Commission conduct a detailed study of bottlenecks; 
 
− an increase in the volume of European and national financial aid to initiatives or projects 

encouraging intermodal transport with an inland waterways component;  
 
− the adoption, within four years, of a series of practical measures facilitating the development of 

inland waterway transport and, in particular: 
 

(a) removal of unjustifiable charges collected by sea ports for any assistance,  
(b) abolition of the special charges levied on new boats  as part of the "old for new" rule that 

finances the scrapping fund,  
(c) implementation of a system of customs controls  on departure and arrival of boats only, to 

facilitate combined inland-waterway and sea traffic  
(d) establishment of a single Community certificate, enabling bargemen to travel on all 

European inland waterways, following the example of heavy goods vehicle drivers. 
 
− Contact:  Mr Luis Lobo  
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9717 - e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
• Training and recruitment of seafarers 
 Rapporteur: Mr Chagas  (Workers - P) 
 
− Reference: COM(2001) 188 final - CES 23/2002 
 
− Key points: 

The Committee believes that it is important to take into consideration the recommendations in the 
Commission Communication and, in particular, that: 
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− the Member States should apply the Commission's guidelines on state aid in maritime transport in 
full and bring about improvements in onboard living and working conditions by ratifying and 
enforcing relevant international standards such as those adopted by the ILO; 

− the social partners (ECSA and ETF) should seek a voluntary agreement to promote training and 
crew recruitment and should take appropriate action to boost the social prestige and job 
satisfaction of the seafaring professions; 

− the Member States and social partners should organise and coordinate national and EU level 
awareness campaigns to re-launch the image of the shipping industry. 

 
 Finally, the social partners (ECSA and ETF) should lose no time adopting those measures in respect 

of which consensus has been reached and working on all other measures to underpin the 
employment of EU seafarers. 

 
- Contact: Mr Luis Lobo 
 (Tel.:00 32 2 546 9717 - e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
4. AGRICULTURE 
 
 

• New impetus for a plan for plant protein crops in the Community 
Rapporteur: Mr Sabin (Various Interests - F) 

 
− Reference : Additional opinion - CES 26/2002 
 
− Key points: 

The Committee recommends  that the European Commission set up a "plant protein" plan at 
Community level, as part of the mid-term review of the Common Agricultural Policy. This would 
comprise the following elements: 
 
− measures to promote protein crops: efforts should be made to re-establish fair incomes from 

these crops so as to halt their decline and boost their development; 
 
− measures to encourage the development of non-food sectors; 
 
− steps to set up a safety net to help oilseed and protein crop producers: the lack of any 

arrangements for providing producers with a minimum of security is a key factor in 
farmers' reluctance to produce these crops. This market is highly volatile and is also distorted by 
the main world producer country, where farmers are protected from major price fluctuations. 
The proposed solutions warrant more in-depth study in order to ensure they are compatible 
with international agreements; 

 
- efforts to make use of the second pillar of the CAP: imbalances between plant crops 

have worsened with Agenda 2000 (no safety net for oilseed and protein crops). These have led 
to single crop farming with cereals or maize. The ESC proposes that this trend be corrected by 
means of measures which encourage proper crop rotation. It is likewise proposed that lupinus 
luteus be designated a protein-producing plant because of its valuable drought resistant 
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properties in Mediterranean areas, and that the measure authorising the planting of small-seed 
leguminous vegetable crops on set-aside land be extended without restrictions on production 
methods. 

 
Steps should be taken to put in place a specific research programme : these crops are 
relatively "recent". They merit specific research efforts. 

 
The Committee points out, in connection with enlargement, that the applicant countries also have 
a shortfall of plant proteins. The Committee therefore recommends that the Commission pay 
special attention to developing these countries' production of plant proteins , which would 
first and foremost be of benefit to their own markets but would also benefit the European market, 
which would provide them with an unlimited outlet. 

 
- Contact:  Mr Nikolaos Pipiliagkas  

  (Tel.:00 32 2 546 9109 - e-mail:nikolaos.pipiliagkas@esc.eu.int) 
 

 

• Fertilisers 
Rapporteur: Mr Bento Gonçalves (Various Interests - P) 

 
- Reference : COM(2001) 508 final Volume I - 2001/0212 COD - CES 22/2002 

 

- Contact:  Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
(Tel.: 32 2 546 9245 - e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 

 
 

• Ingredients in foodstuffs 
Rapporteur: Ms Davison (Various Interests - UK) 

 
- Reference: COM(2001) 433 final - 2001/0199 COD - CES 27/2002 

 
- Contact:  Mr Johannes Kind 

  (Tel.:00 32 2 546 9111 - e-mail:johannes.kind@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Forest protection against pollution and fire 
Rapporteur-general: Mr Kallio (Various Interests - FIN) 

 
- Reference: COM(2001) 634 final - 2001/0267-0268 COD - CES 31/2002 

 
- Contact:  Mr Johannes Kind  

  (Tel.:00 32 2 546 9111 - e-mail:johannes.kind@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Agricultural products/Aegean islands 
Rapporteur-general: Mr Papamichaïl (Workers - EL) 
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- Reference: COM(2001) 638 final - 2001/0260 CNS - CES 33/2002 

 
- Contact:  Mr Nikolaos Pipiliagkas  

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9109 - e-mail:nikolaos.pipiliagkas@esc.eu.int) 
 
 

• Potato starch 
Rapporteur-general: Mr Donnelly (Various Interests - IRL) 

 
- Reference: COM(2001) 677 final - 2001/0273 CNS - CES 32/2002 

 
- Contact:  Mr Nikolaos Pipiliagkas  

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9109 - e-mail:nikolaos.pipiliagkas@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
 

 


