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Director of Ceremonies,

Honorable Ministers, |

Distinguished Delegates from the European Commission; »
Your Excellencies Heads of Dipl(»)matic‘ Corps here present,
Permanent' Secretaries here present, |
Non State Actors representatives here present,
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning,

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to start by expressing
my gratitude to the ACP-EU innt Parliament Assembly’s‘ ,
dechiori to hold the \regional' seminar ;)f ACP-EU European
Economic and Social Interest Group in Gaborone,
Botswana. I am hé{ppy that following the Oth European
Economic and Social Committee Regional Seminar, which
Was" held in Barbados in May 2007, Botswana‘has been

chosen to host this 10tk Regional Seminar.

Distihguished guests, I would like to look back with
appreciation at the fruitful relations that the ACP Member
States had over the years with the European Union. We look

forward to continuing our relationship with the EU and also
| ) | |



to taking Athe opbortunity of contributing to the upcoming
amendments to the ‘Cotonou Agreement scheduled for
adoption in 2010. The Afriéan Caribbean Pacific -
Eﬁropean Union (ACP—EU) Partnership Agreement Was
signed in Cotonoﬁ on 23rd June 2000 and Was revised on
25th June 2005. Its Articles 1, 2, and 25 underline the
objectiVe to eradicate poverty‘ through, among others the
promotion of social dévelopment, the equitable distribution
of the fruits of | growth, buildingl capacity of actors in
devélopment, and ensuring - ownership of developmentv

strategies.

Director of Cérefnonies, at this point, I think it is important
- to remind ourselves of the key objectiVes of the Cotonou
Agreemént or more speciﬁt:ally - the Concept of
“partnership”, as defined in ARTICLE 1 of the Agreement.»
As most of you are aware, the objectives of | the Cotonou

partnérship Agreement amongst others are:

v'  to promote and expedite the economic, cultural and
social development of the ACP States;
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v to integrate ACP countries into the world economy;

v to sustain economic growth by developing the private
sector, increasing employment and imprdving access to

productive resources;

v to promote social development:- and equitable

distribution of economic resources,

v | “to build the Capacity of the actors by developing and

improving their institutional framework and

v to promote the status of women and gender issues in

all areas i.e. political, economic and social;.

Diféctor of Cerenionies, this seminar therefore seeks to |
éxplofé the challenges that face us and more importantly ‘to
make us understand and fake advantage of the
oppoﬁunities that are before us to achieve and maintain the
Cotonou objectives. One of the greatest chailenges that face
all ACP nations is fhe production of food to support and
sﬁstain our populations. Agriculture and agricultural
processing are key industries for every nation, particularly
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those like Botswana that are net importers of food. We need
to develop policies and programmes for the development of
agriculture to move away from reliance on the efficiencies of
oiher countries, and rely on our own economies, izvith the
aim of becoming net food exporters in tbe years to come.
In order to achieve this, Vire will need subport from our own
populations, and more” importantly from Development
Partners like the European Union, World Bank and UNDP
to name but | a few. The ’Vdevelopment of Economic™
Partnerships with our neighbors in the SADC region and
other ACP countries is essential to share the burden of
feeding hungry and developing nations, both in terms of

- food production and technology.

Ladies and Gentlemen, there are a number of “actors”
within our nations and 'these are composed of the Public
and Private Sectors, together with our Civil Society.
Sometimes the Civil Society is not always recognised for
what it can offer. The contribution of Civil Society to

development can be enhanced by strengthening community



organisations and’ non—proﬁt '~ non-governmental
organisations as stated in the Cotonou Agre/ement. The
Civil Society therefore plays an important role in the

development of every country.

Director of Ceremonies, in terms of policy ’dialogue and
access to funding, it is importaﬁt for Non State Actors to
have clearly defined interests, to be transparent and
accountable within the broader framework of ‘natiqn_al.and
regional programmes. The Non State Actors. interventions
must p‘romote poverty fedﬁctibn.. and sustainable
"d_evelo‘pmen‘t in the ACP States, complementary to the
national and regional programme_s. Non State Actors
‘should be able to prove that their competencies in working
towards the kéy objecti%re‘s of the Cotonou Agreement
address the» priorities of vulnerable sociél groups with inter
alia gender specific ﬁe’eds, human rights and ‘démocracy, »
promoting good govertiance, eﬁhaﬁcing éccymomic and social
development as well as promoting and strengthening social

and political dialogue. Special attention should be given to
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small and grass root organizations which have the capacity
to reach ahd represent isolated and .excluded parts of the
population. The 2010 Review therefore should str-ongly
acknowledge the complementary role and potential for
contribution by Non State 'Ac-torss _to the mnational
development process of ACP Member Stetes. The review
should emphasise the Agreement”s eommitment.to consult
Non State Actors in areas relating to political dialogue,
development policies and strategies. It should further
| emphasise that provisions for financial resources in
accordance with the Cotonou Agreement, need to be made
to _enable the consultatiens to _take place. In order to
further improve partnershipls, the revised Agreement should
emphesise that Civil Society OrganiSétions in all forms
require speciral capacity buildihg support from EDF
resources at the national, regidnal and all ACP levels, if they

are to address the requirements of their members.

Ladies and Gentlemen, for the partnership to improve for

" better development, it is important that the Economic



Partnership Agreements (EPAs) should become instruments
'o'f | development that consolidate ‘a,nd promoté regional
integration to 'ensure that ACP Member States are gradually |
integrated into the multilateral trading systems. Effoﬁs té
continue with the EPAs negotiatiohs in the pfesent form
must take cognizahCe of the provision of increased financial
resources to facilitate the participation of more
representatives | of national and regional vCivil | Societyl
Organisations. | It is important and necessary that increased
and specific provisions should be made for the participati‘on
~of Non "S1,.:ate Actors in the ACP /EU Ernergy, ACP /EU Water
and ACP/ EU Nafural Disaster‘ Facilities. The perspéctive of
the Cotoﬁou Agreement after 2010 should be such that it
encourages the ACP/EU partnership to a‘d’o’pt a holistic and
participatory approach in the administration of the Natural
Disasfer Facility. to address challenges' of 'disaster risk
reduction and management, through the promotion of
policy dialogue between ACP States, the private sector and
Civil Society. Due to their rich diversity, ACP Non State

Actors possess a vast knowledge of the importance of
.



protecting the envirpnment,- cultural heritage, including
languerges, .knowledge and values in ACP States and
regions. The EPA negotiations are to be transparent and
tools of develdpment to address specific requirements of the :
Non State Actors.. All Norl State Actors are to be routinely
rnformed, consulted and allowed to expréss their views pn
the promotion '. of long-term develcipme_nt priorities |

throughout the course of the EPA negotiations.

Director of Ceremorlies, in order to take advantagé of the
oppor‘a‘mities of the ACo‘tonou Agreement, appropriate
measures should be terken to build capacity "of NSAs in
order to encourage an active policy discourse with the
publip, ‘private sector, non governmental organizatio'ns and
commu:dity based, regional and international actors.. There
is'need »"co build capacity of NSAs to enable .an active
_participation in reproductive hle’alth programmes and the
fight against HIV AIDS, in particulatr in the areas of pre-
natal and post-natél care, safe delivery care, child survival

and development services, family planning services,



counseling, prevention ‘and treatment of HIV /AIDS
-particularly among the youth. There should be continued
promotion of Non State Actors’ involvement under the 10t
EDF in capacity development programmes. The effective
participation of NSAs is an indispensable and necessary
condition to develop and entrench respect to fundamental
human rights in the democratic process.. Non State Actors
are to continue their engagement and policy dialogue with
Governments of ACP States énd the ELiropean

Commission.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the promotion of Information
Communication Technologies (ICTs) develppment 1n ACP
States will significantly contribute to  the Cotonou
Agreement’s global objective to improve the institutional
i"ramework of Non State ActOrS. The revised Cotonou
Agreement should therefore’ urge the ACP Stai:es to
recognize ICT’s positive role »in enhancing a culture of
participatory democracy and to develop the administrative

capacity required to deliver public services and basic needs
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of Non State Actors representatives. The Agreement should
encourage the consolidation of ICT programmes 'that
support rural development aﬁd productivity by facilitating
‘solution /sharin.g between local communities providing
access to practical information on financial services, -Small
business accouhting; weather trends and besf practices in
agriculture. The new Cotonou should underscore the
fundamental importance of developing national and regional?
~ strategies, including cultural pblicies to enhance the
utilization of ICTs ink, ACP States and improve access to
ICTs by Non State Actors, pa_rticularly for.Commﬁnity Based
Civil Society O.rganisations in the most disadvantaged
aréas and -urge ACP States to suioport “and promote the

concept of digital solidarity.

Director of Ceremonies, the new Cotonou should call for the
promvotion of | financial assistahce for the preservation and
protection of intellectual property rights of ACP cultural
heritage and industries. It should call for the provision of

financial assistance to strengthen ACP Civil Society
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Platforms at national, regional and all-ACP ievels. ‘The Non
~State Actors will only be able to take advantage of | the
opportunities of the Cotonou if ACP Ministers of Finance,
ACP and EU Councils | of Ministers could reaffirm 'a
commitment to provide access of lip to between 15% and
- 20 % of EDF 'resotlrces for Non State Actors and also call

for timely disbursement of funds.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 1et me conclude by thanking the
European Commission Delegation in Botswana for assisting
our counrty to féke' advantage of the opportuniﬁes of the
Cotonou by working with us to put up a Non State Actors
»Pfogramme in Botswana. This Programme is a 'c.las'si'_cal
case of the opportunities available under the Cotonou
Agreement and it is sﬁpported by the European Union with
funding to the tune of €6 million from EDF9 ve‘nvélope. This
Programme aims at providing Non State Actors in ‘Botswana
with skills, capacity and financial resources to enhan_ée
~their meaningfl_ll and effective contribution to development

processes of the country. The Capacity “ Building
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concentrates on networking, policy analysis, management,

resource mobilization, and accountability.

Finally, I will like to confn'm tnat‘ the Government of
Botswana is currently experiencing the benefits of the
Cotonou Agreement and as such it is my Wisn and hope
that after 2010, the fevised Cotonou will come up with more
tangible opportnnities for ifnproved development in all ACP

Member States.

~ PULA! PULA! = PULA! PULA!
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