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President Maystadt, President Raymond Hencks, 
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Welcome to our conference! 
 
It also gives me great pleasure to welcome you here to Luxembourg today in the name of the European 
Economic and Social Committee. 
 
I would like to start by thanking 
 

− the Luxembourg Economic and Social Council for their outstanding cooperation in planning and 
organising this conference; 

− the European Council Presidency for its support; 

− and the European Investment Bank in the person of Mr Maystadt for letting us use its premises 
which offer this modern, newly finished conference hall. 

 
I am pleased that so many organisations have shown an interest in this event. And I am pleased to see 
so many of you here today. As you see, Mr Maystadt, we have completely filled your room. However, 
this should not really surprise us. I believe we are all aware of the importance of the main theme of 
this conference: Making the Lisbon Strategy a success. It is about Lisbon. At least since last summer, 
the concept of the Lisbon Strategy has become synonymous with the discussion about reform in 
Europe. There is no institution or organisation in Brussels that has failed to make suggestions about 
the Lisbon Strategy or to have its own Lisbon appointee. 
 
I think that is right and important. It shows that we have at least successfully revived the debate about 
the Lisbon Strategy. As the Spring Summit in March rapidly approaches, at which the European 
Council will adopt the mid-term report, the discussion is once again in full swing. Ideas and visions 
are being exchanged, and suggestions as to the right path for Europe’s future are being made. 
 
And it is necessary that this reform discussion, which is taking place under the title of the “Lisbon 
Strategy”, should happen. It is also good that there is a measure of unity. Above all, we all agree that 
too little has happened. The Kok Report, which we will be discussing over the course of this 
conference, is entitled Facing the challenge. The introduction to this report speaks of a “fail[ure] to 
act on much of the Lisbon Strategy with sufficient urgency” . In the EESC opinion which we adopted 
with a large majority at our plenary session last October, we also spoke of shortcomings in 
implementation. We are aware that the results of the last five years are disappointing and that the 
implementation of the reforms is running late. 
 
The Lisbon Strategy: We agree that there have been shortcomings in implementation, and we spend a 
lot of time and energy talking about it. On the eve of the Council and in anticipation of the 
Commission report, we will talk about it again at this conference. However, I think it is important to 
move the discussion a step further forward o ver the next two half-days. We have all analysed the 
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situation over the last half year and published our findings in one form or another. As organised civil 
society, we must now, however, once again present the political decision-makers, in the run-up to the 
Spring Summit, with a summary of our many demands: the short, concisely-worded list of our 
demands to this Spring Summit, which attract, broad consensus throughout European society beyond 
the particul ar interests of individual organisations – this is the central message we must repeat now, on 
the eve of the summit. The purpose is to make a well -argued instant contribution which provides a 
powerful adjunct to the many analyses and documents we drew up i n the second half of last year. 
 
In its Presidency Conclusions last spring, the European Council explicitly asked the European 
Economic and Social Committee, to examine ways and means for improving the implementation of 
the Lisbon Strategy, in preparation for the European Council’s mid-term review in spring 2005. As I 
have already mentioned, we responded to this request by adopting a very good, comprehensive, 
compact and informative opinion in October . This opinion is enclosed with your conference 
documents. In order to prepare this opinion, we organised a hearing of national Economic and Social 
Councils and some European socio -occupational organisations last September. We sent the opinion to 
the Dutch Council Presidency and to all Heads of State and Government. In addition, we adopted a 
joint declaration with the Economic and Social Councils of the Member States in November. You will 
also find this in your conference papers. 
 
However, in order to comply fully with our mandate, we have additionally decided to  draw up a 
resolution. We will adopt this at our plenary session at the beginning of March. And this conference –  
here, over these two days – will help us to extract the quintessential facts from the ongoing discussion 
so that we can get this well-argued message across to the decision makers in a powerful resolution. 
 
For this, I am above all counting on you, the participants at this conference. Your contributions will be 
what determines the quality of this conference. At the end of tomorrow morning, we will then have the 
opportunity to talk directly with the President of the European Council, Jean-Claude Juncker, in order 
to set out clearly and unambiguously what we consider to be the burning issues for the Spring Summit. 
And as President of the European Economic and Social Committee, I promise you that we will word 
this message clearly and unambiguously in our resolution, which we will submit to the decision-
makers in the European Council. 
 
As we all know, there are many challenges, and they are all talked about a lot. We are bound to touch 
on many of them at this conference. For example: 
 
− the right balance of macroeconomic instruments; 

− the reform of the Stability and Growth Pact into an instrument for increasing growth and 
productivity; 

− the role of cohesion policy in improving competitiveness and reducing income differentials within 
the Community; 
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− the necessary measures for the internal market, such as abolition of double taxation, a simplified 
European company statute accessible to SMEs, a quickly obtainable, simple, effective and 
affordable Community Patent, and the completion of a genuine internal market in services; 

− reshaping of the socio-political agenda for the enlarged European Union, for example in the form 
of a Charter for Sustainable Social Development, giving particular attention to the role of 
employment policy measures, older people in paid employment, and more active measures for 
social inclusion and healthcare, and with due regard to the correlation between health, social 
protection and the environment; 

− the implementation of the concept of lifelong learning; 

− increasing research investment, together with better coordination of programmes at EU and 
national level, and the creation of a European Research Council; 

− the transfer of knowledge to commercial applications, because SMEs in particular need access to 
research and support in implementing technical innovations; 

− better support for the development of environment -friendly technologies; 

− a reform of the method of open coordination to give it more punch; 
 
and so on and so forth. 
 
All these points are right and important. The implementation of the Lisbon Strategy requires logical and 
clear policies both at Community level and in the Member States. These overarching objectives will 
probably be best embodied in the new European Constitutional Treaty, which must be ratified by all 
Member States. The three prongs of the strategy offer a unique opportunity for achieving economic, 
social and environmental synergies. 
 
But real progress can only be made if organised civil society, including the social partners, play a 
stronger and more comprehensive role in the implementation of the Lisbon Strategy.  
 
And this, perhaps, is my most important point: We must not simply rely on the Council and the 
ministers, but must ourselves see what we can contribute to the implementation of the Lisbon Strategy. 
At national level, Economic and Social Councils, together with the social partners and various civil 
society organisations , have a very important role to play. At Community level, the European 
Economic and Social Committee is prepared to take active responsibility for the implementation and 
monitoring of the Lisbon Strategy, and to do so in close cooperation with the social partners and civil 
society organisations at European level and serve as a bridge to the national level. 
 
A few moments ago, I said that the debate about Lisbon is taking place, and rightly so. However, it is 
still much too limited to the usual experts in Brussels. Without the active involvement of organised 
civil society, the strategy cannot be successfully implemented. The discussion within our ranks and at 
our grass roots will enable us to bring the Lisbon Strategy a little closer to the citizens of the Union. 
This is precisely why, in the title of this conference, we advocate a pact with organised civil society. 
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The European Economic and Social Committee, with its 317 members from 25 Member States, can 
and will play an important role in breathing life into this pact with civil society. I invite you all to  
engage in a lively discussion with us, and then to work within your organisations on implementing the 
common objectives. Thank you very much. 
 
 

_____________ 
 


