
 
European Economic and Social Committee 

Consultative Works in Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment (NAT) 
 

 

 

Dilyana Slavova 
President of EESC Consultative Works 

in Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment 
European Rural Parliament 

Closing session 
Brussels, 13 November 2013  

 
 

Let's Talk Rural 
Conclusions 

 
 
The First European Rural Parliament was held in support and partnership with the EESC in its premises in 
Brussels and was a strategic gathering in the very centre of European political power. More than 150 
representatives from 70 rural organizations attended the event in order to place issues of rural communities 
on the agenda of the EU and to make an impact on the policies shaping their lives. European Rural 
Parliament is a concept, an idea, an event, a vision of rural associations and local communities. It is a 
forum for exchange of ideas and experiences among national rural movements and networks. 
 
The predecessor of the European Rural Parliament is the Swedish Rural Parliament, where grassroots 
meet politicians on an equal footing, and which has taken place twelve times in different areas in Sweden. 
Nowadays rural movements exist in most countries in Europe. In some countries, the rural movements 
have recently organised themselves, in others they are many years old. The European rural community 
movement is growing stronger. The challenges that every rural region faces are so diverse and so big that 
make the need for new solutions.  
 
The goal of the ERP is to provide a common voice for and to strengthen the rural movement in Europe. It 
will create a common statement that affects European rural policy, improve the dialogue between policy 
makers and the local level, exchange experiences of successful local development and find a form of ERP 
that will live on and be continued across Europe. „It is our aim to achieve a more ambitious approach to 
integrated rural development in our rural communities. The approach we promote is multi-sectoral, place-
based and locally focussed and based on participation and partnership“, declares the statement from the 
First European Rural Parliament. The EESC as the voice of civil society could enable rural people and 
organisations to play a leading role in this process. 
 
The expectation is that the rural movements taking part in the initiative will come to realise they have 
numerous issues and interests in common: the quality of schools in rural areas, access to health care and 
other basic services and the possibility to influence EU policies and put a few issues raised in the motions 
to be processed at high political EU levels. 
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The European Rural Parliament created a fantastic mix of thinking from high and low levels, connected to 
practice. The process will continue after the event as tasks and decisions will be auctioned out to working 
groups, who will then report back on the progress. 
 
The NAT Section is working on continuation of our activities related to rural areas and is preparing a 
project „More Europe Locally“ which is planned to identify the needs and the problems in different EU rural 
regions finding proper solutions and establishing the European Rural Parliament as an annual tradition. 
It is important to remember that the EU is so rich in diversity in rural areas and facing so different problems 
and challenges, and there are no standard solutions. Each region could identify its own needs, capacity 
and strategy for development. Governments could provide general policy. The EU could offer funds. But the 
initiative should be taken by the rural communities and the people themselves. And here is the role of our 
Committee – to be the bridge between rural civil society and the EU policy makers and better focus and 
preserve this incredible rural energy and positivism. 
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For further details, please contact the NAT Section 
www.eesc.europa.eu/contact-nat 

 
or visit our website 

www.eesc.europa.eu/nat 
 


