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EDITORIAL

Dear readers,

The new season beckons and many 
new opportunities lie before us. In 
addition to a newly-elected European 
Parliament, the future European Com-
mission is set to take shape over the 
months ahead, under the presidency 
of Jean-Claude Juncker, to whom we 
take the opportunity of extending our 
very best wishes.

After the fi nancial and economic crisis 
which has hit it so hard, Europe now 
faces a social and political crisis that 
threatens its very foundations. Recon-
necting with Europeans, regaining 
their trust and rekindling in them the 
desire to “dream Europe” must be the 
priorities for the next fi ve years.

To achieve this objective, Jean-Claude 
Juncker has said he wishes to be seen 
as a “president of social dialogue.” 
This call is one which the European 
Economic and Social Committee has 
welcomed wholeheartedly and our 
response to him is that our Com-
mittee, the voice of European civil 
society, will be a committed partner 
and a proactive source of ideas. Re-

industrialisation, investment in the future and competitive training systems are 
all key areas where we feel tangible progress needs to be made on the basis of 
on-the-ground experience.

Europe needs to reconnect with its sense of solidarity, to give back a collective 
meaning to the “European identity,” to put forward an exciting project for a com-
mon future. To do this, it must follow the path opened up by the Lisbon Treaty 
which allows more room for participatory democracy. This is the challenge that 
our Committee is ready to take up alongside the citizens of Europe.

Henri Malosse,
President of the European Economic and Social Committee
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DIARY DATES
10 September – 
10 October 2014/
EESC, Brussels:
“Made in Italy” – exhibition: 
masterpieces of Dario Brevi

24 September 2014/
EESC, Brussels:
Seminar on Aligning regional 
investment to digital enablers 
for future growth

15-16 October 2014/ 
EESC, Brussels:
EESC plenary session

European Year for Development 2015 – 
to inspire greater commitment

Next year, 2015, will be the Euro-
pean Year for Development. The Euro-
pean Economic and Social Committee 
has played a central part in ensuring 
that this crucial year for development 
issues at UN and European level will 
be given proper recognition across 
Europe.

The overall aim of EY2015DEV will 
be to “inspire,” to raise awareness, 
and to involve more Europeans, 
especially young people, in develop-
ment activities, focusing on global 
solidarity and justice, human rights 
and empowering women. It is also 
about involving people in setting the 
post-2015 agenda.

The idea was launched back in 
2011 by EESC member Andris Gobiņš 
– already active in development 
issues in his native Latvia – in coop-
eration with CONCORD, the European 
Confederation of Relief and Devel-
opment NGOs and the EESC. They 
worked to win support from the EU 
Committee of the Regions, Euro-
pean Development Commissioner 
Andris Piebalgs and the European 
Parliament.

As a result, the then EESC presi-
dent Staffan Nilsson and EP presi-
dent Martin Schulz wrote jointly to 

Commission president José Manuel 
Barroso, urging him to accept the 
proposal. The response was posi-
tive – the rest is history. In Decem-
ber 2013, the EESC adopted its own 
opinion welcoming the European 
Year for Development (2015): the 
first-ever European Year focusing 
also on external action, outside the 
EU’s borders.

“I think it’s really great,” says 
Mr Gobiņš. “I am a regular person, 
not a superstar – a civil society repre-
sentative from a small Member State 
that until recently was itself a recipi-
ent of aid, but thanks to great support 
from all sides, especially CONCORD, 
this initiative is now a reality.”

“Civil society will be hugely involved 
because the idea initially came from 
them,” confi rms Stina Soewarta, head 
of the Commission’s DG DEVCO Infor-
mation Unit. “Having a European Year 
without their involvement makes no 
sense whatsoever.” Activities will take 
place at both EU and national level, 
and civil society is already involved in 
the organisation. For example, in June, 
over 300 Europeans came to Brussels 
to discuss how to communicate the 
development cooperation message. 
The wide range of partners will include 
people in developing countries.

The EU and its Member States are the 
world’s largest donors of development 
assistance, providing more than half of 
offi  cial aid worldwide (EUR 53 billion 
in 2011). A 2012 survey revealed that 
85% of Europeans think it is important 
to help people in developing coun-
tries, and this fi gure has changed little 
despite the economic crisis. More than 
one-quarter of Europeans donate from 
their own incomes.

Despite some progress, not all the Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs) will be 
met next year. The new post-2015 global 
development agenda must include stronger 
and more concrete commitments, insists 
Mr  Gobiņš, “owned not only by govern-
ments, but by everyone who can help to 
make the world a better place.” Individuals 
have a personal responsibility for sustainable 
consumption and fair treatment, he points 
out. “We want support for real change. That 
is the dream, and we are now a bit closer to 
making that dream a reality.” ●

A stronger economy for a stronger Europe
Europe’s new leaders need to take 

action to complete Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU), according to 
the EESC in an opinion adopted at 
its 500th plenary session. By putting 
together a more robust economic gov-
ernance structure, Europe will be able 
to step up its fi ght against stagnation 
and unemployment.

“The Economic and Monetary Union, 
which is far from being accomplished, 
is indispensable if we are to re-create 
confidence in the European project 
and make it sustainable,” in the words of 
Joost van Iersel (Netherlands, Employ-
ers’ Group), one of the opinion’s two 
rapporteurs.

As a fi rst step, the EU needs to launch a 
genuine pact for growth, employment 
and stability, built on better implemen-
tation of current legislation and driven 
by investment, both public and private. 
Secondly, as the crisis brought to light 
deficiencies in the EMU architecture 

Andris Gobiņš, EESC member
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which is far from 

being accomplished, is 
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in the European 
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sustainable.”

source: European Commission
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The EESC’s Labour Market Observatory 
(LMO) has undertaken a study in Greece, 
Croatia, Italy, Austria, Slovakia and Finland 
to report on the implementation of EU youth 
employment policies in those countries. 
Although the situation diff ers from one place 
to another, with youth unemployment rang-
ing from 58.3% in Greece to 9.2% in Austria, 
there are common solutions for all EU Member 
States.

Cooperation between social partners, youth 
organisations and public authorities can help 
shape youth employment policies that work, 
as proved in Austria and Finland. “Stakehold-
ers can bring genuine added value to youth 

policies, as they know and live the realities 
of the labour market. This civil society ‘real-
ity check’ is indispensable,” notes Christa 
Schweng (Austria, Employers’ Group), presi-
dent of the LMO.

A signifi cant proportion of the study is dedi-
cated to an analysis of implementation of 
the Youth Guarantee.

Launched in 2013, the Youth Guaran-
tee ensures that all young people under 
25 get a good-quality, concrete off er within 
4 months of leaving formal education or 
becoming unemployed. The off er can be 
a job, an apprenticeship, a traineeship, 
or continued education, and should be 
adapted to each individual need and situ-
ation. The study concludes that, if properly 
implemented, the Youth Guarantee has 
signifi cant potential to bring about struc-
tural reforms. For example, some national 
education systems could be better aligned 
to labour market needs in order to equip 
young people with the skills companies 
demand. “Stakeholders in Greece, Italy 
and Croatia are all supporting more and 
better on-the-job training and increased 
links between education and enterprises. 

This is clearly one way forward,” says 
Ms Schweng.

Europe’s 5 million unemployed young people 
all face a variety of situations and this justi-
fi es a tailor-made approach, carefully planned, 
agreed with stakeholders and adapted to 
national circumstances. (cad) ●

itself, the EESC has put forward a roadmap to complete EMU 
in order to ensure sustainable and balanced economic perfor-
mance and prevent future crises. Such a roadmap, aimed at 
the incoming European legislature, should be based on four 
pillars comprising a fully integrated European capital market, 
instruments for increasing competitiveness, economic conver-
gence and European solidarity, and measures to address the 
social eff ects of economic adjustment and enhance democratic 
legitimacy of the EU and euro-area institutions.

“But what is now most urgently needed by citizens is a Euro-
pean plan for investment in growth and jobs, without adding 
to national debt. No more idle words or long texts without 
concrete proposals,” says rapporteur Carmelo Cedrone (Italy, 
Workers’ Group) , who would like to see these topics at the 
top of the EU’s agenda.

The opinion underlines the need for deeper and better eco-
nomic, social and political integration between EU countries, 
a prerequisite for delivering a response to people’s expecta-
tions in terms of quality of life and prosperity. It concludes 
that a sense of ownership and civil society engagement 
within the Member States is crucial to achieve a stronger 
economy for a stronger Europe. (cad/aa) ●

Youth unemployment – a survey 
of 6 countries

Don’t waste food, donate it!

Civil society as an active producer of renewable energy

The European Commission has adopted over-
all targets for the 2030 climate and energy pack-
age, and wants, among other things, to increase 
the share of renewables in the energy mix from 
14% (2012) to 27% (2030). The EESC endorses 
this objective, while calling for specifi c targets at 
Member State level.

However, setting targets will not, on its own, be 
enough to trigger the necessary action; structural 
changes to the energy system must be backed up 
by appropriate legal acts. Climate and energy chal-
lenges can only be tackled if small producers are 
also granted the conditions they need for their 
renewable energy projects to fl ourish. With this 
goal in mind, the EESC has embarked on a journey 

to assess the conditions enabling citizens and 
communities to develop their own renewable 
energy initiatives.

Citizens, farmers, cooperatives, small and medium-
sized enterprises at local and regional level and com-
munities have been the champions of Germany’s 
Energiewende, raising the share of renewables 
from 6% to nearly 25% in just ten years. They also 
accounted for more than half of all investment made 
in the sector. Moreover, studies have shown that the 
replacement of fossil fuels by renewables by small 
producers results in a particularly large net job gain.

Not least thanks to Germany’s massive investment, 
production costs in wind and solar energy have 

declined considerably, and other Member States 
can now benefi t from these lower costs. This, on 
top of the environmental gains and the increase in 
energy independence, means that it is only logical 
to support an increase in renewable energy pro-
duction, particularly where it comes from small 
investors.

The fi ndings of the EESC study will be presented at 
a conference in Brussels on the morning of 17 Sep-
tember (for more information, see http://www.
eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.sdo-observatory-
red). (nq/sma) ●

Christa Schweng, president of the LMO

Two rapporteurs for the opinion on completing EMU: Joost van Iersel, 
president of the Section for Economic and Monetary Union and Economic 
and Social Cohesion (ECO) and Carmelo Cedrone, EESC member

The European Economic and Social Com-
mittee (EESC) together with the European 
Federation of Food Banks (FEBA) organised a 
conference on “Food donation, fi ghting food 
poverty and addressing food waste” on 7 July 
in Brussels.

79 million EU citizens live below the poverty 
line and 16 million depend on food aid 
from charitable institutions, while 89 million 
tonnes of food is wasted. EESC president 
Henri Malosse believes this is an act against 
humanity: “A society that wastes one-third of 
its edible food while so many people are suf-
fering from hunger cannot call itself human.” 
He reminded Europe of its responsibility to put 
an end to this intolerable situation.

Although many companies and individuals are 
ready to donate surplus food, legislative and 

practical barriers – diff ering from Member 
State to Member State – actively prevent 
them from doing so.

Clearer rules to facilitate 
food donation

During the conference, Bio by Deloitte 
presented the results of a study  com-
missioned by the EESC which focused on 
obstacles and best practices with regard 
to food donation. Good examples of leg-
islation and practices facilitating food 
donation in Europe already exist – they 
simply need to be introduced in all coun-
tries. EU-wide guidance on fi scal instru-
ments, food use hierarchy, liability and 
food durability is needed. “The study 
represents a valuable basis for the next 
crucial steps in making donation easier 

while guaranteeing food 
safety. We now need to take 
action at EU level,” said Yves 
Somville (Belgium, Various 
Interests Group). The EESC 
will now work on imple-
menting the results of the 
study – through legislative 
initiatives at EU and Member 
State level and by pushing 
for specifi c measures.

Food banks a key player

Food banks play a crucial role in the food 
donation process, recovering food from 
donors (food producers, distributors, retail-
ers and individuals) and redistributing it to 
NGOs and social services that support the 
most deprived. (sma) ●

EESC president Henri Malosse with Manuela Gheoldus and 
Clementine O’Connor from BIO by Deloitte, Angela Frigo, 
Banco Alimentare, Yves Somville, EESC rapporteur for food 
waste, Igor Šarmír, EESC member, working group on food 
waste, Thomas Pocher, member of E. Leclerc and founder 
of Greentag, and Etienne Rubens, Komosie – Federation of 
Environmental Entrepreneurs in the Social Economy

EESC involvement in fi rst national circular 
economy conference in Paris

In connection with the “going local” initiative, EESC 
member Thierry Libaert (France, Various Interests Group) 
presented the Committee’s work to combat planned obso-
lescence at the fi rst national conference on the circular 
economy, held in Paris on 17 June 2014. His presenta-
tion was part of a workshop on “new economic models 
based on product lifespan;” it provided an opportunity 
to publicise the EESC’s work to a wide audience of eco-
nomic and political decision-makers. The opinion on 
“Towards more sustainable consumption: industrial 
product lifetimes and restoring trust through consumer 
information” (rapporteur: Thierry Libaert, co-rapporteur: 
Jean-Pierre Haber) is the fi rst European text to discuss the 
fi ght against planned obsolescence. The fi rst European 
forum on planned obsolescence will be held at the EESC 
on 17 October 2014. (ab) ●
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“Stakeholders in Greece, 
Italy and Croatia are all 
supporting more and better 
on-the-job training and 
increased links between 
education and enterprises. 
This is clearly one way 
forward.”

“79 million EU citizens live 
below the poverty line and 16 million 
depend on food aid from charitable 
institutions, while 89 million tonnes 
of food is wasted.”

Continued from page 1 —
A stronger economy for a stronger Europe
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IN A NUTSHELL

New EU Forest Strategy

The EESC welcomes the new EU Forest Strategy. 
Against the backdrop of growing demands on 
and threats to forests, as well as many EU secto-
ral policies and associated rules aff ecting forestry 
and forests, a new strategy is sorely needed. The 
EESC therefore urges both the Commission and 
the Member States to ensure that the strategy is 
eff ectively and effi  ciently implemented and to 
continue the negotiations to reach consensus on 
a legally-binding agreement (LBA) on forests in 
Europe. (hb) ●

Voting - for: 111, against: 0, abstentions: 5.

Digital Society

This own-initiative opinion focused on two main 
aspects. The fi rst encompassed bridging the so-
called “digital divide,” enhancing the place of 
women in a digital society, promoting access to 
ICTs and targeting people with learning diffi  cul-
ties. The EESC wants to see EU-wide measures to 
ensure that people with disabilities have access 
to and enjoy equal conditions in relation to new 
technologies. The second element, access to 
employment and digital inclusion, involves 
achieving a better understanding of the digital 
aspects in employment. (hb) ●

Voting - for: 128, against: 0, abstentions: 0.

Crowdfunding in the European Union

Crowdfunding is one of the newly-emerging 
fi nancing models that are increasingly helping 
start-ups to move up and contribute to building 
a pluralistic and resilient social market economy. 
The EESC welcomes the Commission communi-
cation and emphasises the growth potential of 
crowdfunding in the EU as an alternative source 
of finance. It also stresses the dependence of 
SMEs on bank loans, a situation that will per-
sist despite the existence of alternative sources 
which are not always easy to access. Crowdfund-
ing should therefore be explicitly recognised in 
the laws of the Member States as a new form of 
patronage. (hb) ●

Voting - for: 195, against: 1, abstentions: 5.

Deeper EU integration is a prerequisite 
for affordable energy

SOON IN THE EESC

“European coordination and cooperation 
are indispensable both for keeping prices in 
check and for securing our energy supply,” said 
Stephane Buff etaut at the conference on Miti-
gating the increase in energy prices: coordi-
nation, Europeanisation, involvement, which 
was held by the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) in Brussels in June. All of the 
participating stakeholders agreed vigorously 
with his words, but this point has not yet been 
fully acknowledged by all EU Member States. 
Participants at the conference complained that 
the implementation of Europe’s energy policy 
lacked coherence and coordination.

European Energy Dialogue – 
an important task for the new 
Commission

Although there have been some positive 
developments, such as the Gas and Electricity 
Coordination Groups and the European Network 
of Transmission System Operators for Electric-
ity (ENTSOE) and for Gas (ENTSOG), the work 
of these groups remains fragmented. “Energy, 
climate and industrial policy have to be better 
aligned and based on realistic technological 
developments and statistical data,” stressed 
Pierre-Jean Coulon (France, Workers’ Group).

Furthermore, it is essential to involve civil soci-
ety, in order to secure greater public acceptance 
of the shift towards a low-carbon economy. 
“We call for a far-reaching, ambitious and 
coordinated programme of public engage-
ment and involvement – a genuine European 
Energy Dialogue (EED). This will make it pos-
sible to hold an action-oriented conversation 
within and across all Member States and pro-
vide policy-makers with the necessary input,” 

stated Richard Adams (United Kingdom, Various 
Interests Group), rapporteur for the opinion on 
Exploring the needs and methods of public 
involvement and engagement in the energy 
policy fi eld. The EESC continues its eff orts to per-
suade the new European Commission to take 
the lead in establishing this critical collabora-
tion. (sma) ●

After the long break, the summer light will continue 
to shine brightly for a whole month, beginning 
on 10 September, in the form of the paintings 
brought together for the exhibition Made in 
Italy – the colours of Dario Brevi. This exhi-
bition, one of the events marking Italy’s 
presidency of the European Council, 
will provide an opportunity to get to 
know one of international contem-
porary art and design’s most highly-
regarded fi gures, whose approach is 
both innovative and original, while 
exemplifying the age-old knowledge 
of the greatest Italian tradition.

In his paintings in acrylic on MDF and 
in his installations and sculptures, we 
can clearly see his lineage from the 
Futurists, the masters who were among 
the boldest in the 20th century and who 
wanted to recreate everything in art: Dario 
Brevi shares their spirit, but also their irony and 
their taste for playful exercises. He has a unique way 

of using perfect syntheses of forms and colours to convey 
complex messages relating to the most burning con-

temporary issues, and manages to do so without 
showiness, maintaining a constant friendly 

complicity with the viewer, because the 
harmony provided by art enables the art-

ist and viewer to refl ect together – the 
ideal outcome.

Made in Italy – the colours of 
Dario Brevi, JDE building, 6th-
floor foyer, from 10  September to 
10 October 2014.

The exhibition will be open to the 
public from 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Mon-

day to Thursday, and on Friday from 
8.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m.

Prior registration (events@eesc.europa.eu) is 
required for visitors without a staff  pass. ●

Made in Italy Exhibition

What development opportunities does the TTIP bring to Europe?

On 2 October, the EESC Employers’ Group will be chairing a discussion 
on the opportunities arising from the Transatlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership. The event will form part of the European Forum for 
New Ideas taking place in Sopot, Poland.

“The debate in Sopot is a continuation of the EESC’s work on the TTIP, 
which began with our opinion adopted in June,” explained Jacek Kraw-
czyk, president of the Employers’ Group and rapporteur for the 
EESC’s opinion on the TTIP.

Participants will address, among other things, the following questions: 
which aspects of the US-EU agreement off er the greatest opportunities 
and challenges for European businesses and how can we take advan-
tage of the TTIP in order to overcome the crisis, reduce unemployment 
and make Europe’s economy more competitive?

The panellists include Markus Beyrer, director-general of Busines-
sEurope, Tim Bennett, director-general of the Trans-Atlantic Business 
Council, Peter Chase, vice-president for Europe of the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Jacek Krawczyk, president of the Employers’ 
Group. (lj) ●

© Dario Brevi – Grazie al cielo, 2014
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Young people set priorities for Europe!

During the 500th plenary session 
of the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) on 9 July 2014, a 
delegation of fi ve students from the 
Your Europe, Your Say! (YEYS) event 
presented and defended their priorities 
for the future of Europe in front of an 
audience of around 500 attentive poli-
ticians, EESC members and staff . The 
fi ve high school students had partici-
pated in the 2014 edition of YEYS held 
in Brussels from 26 to 28 March 2014. 
Once again they came to Brussels to 
make their voices heard.

The initiatives selected by students as 
their priorities were:

 ● Equality in education

Theseas Efstathopoulos (Cyprus), who 
presented this initiative, stressed that 
access to a good education for all is 
fundamental for jobs, growth and pros-
perity. Governments need to recognise 
that the future of society depends on 
the participation of appropriately-
educated young people; otherwise the 
hope of equality will remain a dream!

 ● Develop language teaching 
further

According to this initiative, pre-
sented by Jakob Weiss (Germany), an 

education is a priority. He highlighted 
the importance of knowing various 
languages in order to be able to com-
municate and bond with other Europe-
ans. Consequently, he emphasised the 
value of teaching foreign languages at 
schools from an early age in order to 
establish a good base for mobility and 
exchange programmes between Euro-
pean countries.

 ● Research and innovation

This initiative was presented by Anna 
Gletthofer (Austria). She underlined 
the fact that we have only one planet 
and for that reason we have to take 
good care of it! Research into renewa-
ble energy and recycling will allow us 
to fi nd innovative ways to protect our 
environment and make our planet a 
healthy place to live, which is vital to 
our lives, health and survival.

 ● Recognise work experience, 
whatever its form and 
duration

This initiative was presented by Karin 
Olofsson (Sweden). She pointed out 
that rising youth unemployment is 
probably the most important prob-
lem facing the EU. Consequently, 
this initiative called upon the EU to 

contribute towards ensuring an eff ec-
tive education, i.e. to only provide 
education in fields where skills are 
needed, to support fi rms which give 
young people work experience and to 
help national governments to create 
new jobs for young people.

 ● Create equal opportunities

This initiative, presented by Leo 
Filip Kovačic (Croatia), underscored 
the lack of an EU identity within 
Europe and stated that exchange 
programmes in sectors such as 
education, employment, sport and 
music can create a more tangible 
sense of European community. In 
fact, exchange programmes can play 
an important role in creating equal 
opportunities for all, allowing eve-
ryone to be part of a fruitful cultural 
and social exchange.

The performance of these fi ve stu-
dents at the plenary session con-
vinced the politicians and EESC 
members of the young Europeans’ 
potential, enthusiasm and interest in 
EU matters, giving hope for Europe’s 
future, especially at a time of scepti-
cism! (fgr) ●

When the EESC’s voice is heard

When the EESC delegation vis-
ited Algiers in June, it stressed the 
importance of the work carried out 
at grassroots level by civil society rep-
resentatives. With this in mind, EESC 
president Henri Malosse said that the 
Algerian law on associations, adopted 

two years earlier, was too restrictive: 
“It is quite understandable that the 
government wants to keep an eye on 
where the money is coming from, but 
fl exibility is needed if the associations 
are to be able to act at grassroots level.”

The law bans any direct relationship 
with foreign organisations, forcing the 
associations to go through the admin-
istration in order to sign agreements or 
perform any type of transaction.

The European Union has acted 
through a number of channels in sup-
port of greater fl exibility for Algerian 
associations and NGOs. The chair of 
the European Parliament’s Delega-
tion for relations with the Maghreb 

countries, Pier Antonio Panzeri, visited 
Algiers in November 2013 to cham-
pion this move towards more fl exibil-
ity. Ultimately, it would appear that 
the combined efforts of concerned 
parties have convinced the Alge-
rian authorities of the merits of this 
request; the bureau of the People’s 
National Assembly has apparently 
agreed that the proposal to amend 
the law be submitted to the govern-
ment. This is the fi rst step towards a 
better regulatory framework for asso-
ciations, and the EESC hopes that the 
new proposal will meet the expecta-
tions of Algerian civil society. (ghc/
mm) ●

IN SHORT

Liberal professions: potential for both growth 
and consumer protection

The EESC is calling for 
regulation: codes of conduct 
and ethical standards are 
necessary

People working in the liberal profes-
sions sectors, such as doctors, lawyers 
and architects, are mostly subject to 
the specific regulations of the indi-
vidual EU Member States, where the 
extent of regulation heavily depends 
on their particular profession. This is 
why Arno Metzler (Germany, Various 
Interests Group) has called for an EU-
wide definition of the term “liberal 
professions” which simply sets out the 
general features of liberal professions 
and lists the categories of occupations 
concerned. For Luca Jahier, president 
of the Various Interests Group, it is 
important that civil society be able to 
rely on high quality service. To guaran-
tee this, “it is necessary that we have 
equivalent professional and stringent 
ethical standards across Europe, which 
will also make it easier for people prac-
ticing liberal professions to enter the 
market.” (sma) ●

In June, the EESC presented the 
results of a study carried out by the 
University of Cologne on the liberal 
professions, entitled “The state of the 
liberal professions concerning their 
functions and relevance to European 
civil society,” which essentially con-
firmed the recommendations and 
requirements adopted in an EESC 
opinion on “The role and future of the 
liberal professions in European civil 
society – 2020,” issued in March 2014.

Liberal professions constitute 
an important pillar of 
Europe’s economy

One in six self-employed people is 
active in a sector dominated by the 
liberal professions; more than a quarter 

of the liberal pro-
fessions sectors 
employ at least 
one person. Their 
share of the EU’s 
GDP is over 10% 
and their share 
of EU wages like-
wise amounts 
to around 10% 
(2012).

TTIP Stakeholder Presentation Event

At the TTIP Stakeholder Presentation 
Event and debate organised by the Direc-
torate General for Trade of the European 
Commission (DG Trade) on 16 July 2014 at 
the EESC’s headquarters, Mr Krawczyk 
(Poland), president of the Employers’ 
Group and rapporteur for the EESC opinion 
on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTiP), and the co-rapporteur, 
Mr Boyle (UK, Workers’ Group) presented 
the EESC opinion on the TTIP.

Among the participants were the EU’s and 
USA’s chief negotiators as well as various 
other stakeholders.

The event was an occasion to remind the 
audience that the EESC opinion on the TTIP 
had been overwhelmingly adopted in June 
by EESC members from the three groups 

(Employers, Workers and Various Interests). 
Mr Krawczyk also informed those present 
that the EESC supported the inclusion of an 
SME chapter in the TTIP and announced that 
the EESC had decided to work on an own-
initiative opinion on Investor State Dispute 
Settlement (ISDS). The two rapporteurs 
also drew particular attention to the sus-
tainable development chapter of the TTIP 
agreement, stressing that a broad base of 
support from civil society organisations was 
essential. In the evening, the EESC hosted a 
debate with the participation of US and EU 
chief negotiators and in the presence of the 
US Ambassador to the EU. The debate was 
jointly organised by the External Relations 
(REX) section and the Employers’ Group 
as a follow-up to the EESC opinion on the 
TTIP. (hb) ●

Karin Olofsson presenting the initiative 
“Recognise work experience, whatever its 
form and duration”

Jacek Krawczyk, president of the Employers’ Group, Ignacio Garcia Bercero, EU Chief Negotiator, 
Sandy Boyle, EESC member and co-rapporteur for the EESC opinion on TTiP, and Dan Mullaney, 
US Chief Negotiator

During this visit, the Prime Minister of Algeria, 
Abdelmalek Sellal, received EESC president 
Henri Malosse and Pedro Narro, president of 
the EESC’s Euromed follow-up committee

A delegation of fi ve students from the 
Your Europe, Your Say! (YEYS) event

Theseas Efstathopoulos presenting 
the initiative “Equality in education”

Luca Jahier, president 
of the Various 
Interests Group

EESC info in 23 languages: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/activities/press/eescinfo/index_en.asp: http:pppp //

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.eesc-info
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