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Introduction 
The EU has from the very beginning been a peace 

project, and in recognition of this it was awarded the 

Nobel Peace Prize 2012.

The financial market crisis, followed by the euro area 

crisis, had to be dealt with by political authorities at 

both national and European levels. Austerity measures 

had to be implemented in the euro area in order to get 

public finance under control. Unemployment rates grew 

to unprecedented levels in many Member States. This 

inevitably led to loss of public support for the political 

leadership.  Specifically, support for the European 

project decreased in many countries. Despite the fact 

that the EU is the answer to the crisis, rather than its 

source, people question European cooperation and the 

European project.

The new Multiannual Financial Framework was 

negotiated during this crisis. This was an opportunity 

to strengthen the EU and engage its citizens, but the 

MFF was not used as leverage to combat the economic 

and social crises. The EESC called for a strong European 

budget, including a strong CAP and Structural Funds, in 

this political battle.

Civil society and its organisations play an important role 

in modern society, and it has become apparent during 

crises that this is even more true in times of austerity, in 

times of reform. Civil society organisations themselves, 

especially the smaller ones, have been hit by the crises. 

However, a study we commissioned recently on the 

impact of the crisis on civil society organisations in the 

EU shows that there is a positive side to the constraints 

we are experiencing and that we can turn the page 

from crisis to potential. The study reveals that some civil 

society organisations (CSOs) have realised that working 

with each other through alliances and networks actually 

increases their chances of being heard by increasingly 

stretched policymakers. Some CSOs, particularly at local 

level, work with others in their areas of interest rather 

than alone in isolation. This collaborative environment 

makes them more effective when interacting with 

politicians and policymakers, who are also working under 

conditions of great uncertainty and risk.

We all know that, in times of crisis, social partners must 

be fully involved in the reform process, at both national 

and European levels.  So we need sound knowledge 

of their current capacities so that we explore ways to 

support them and to learn from each other how to 

deal with the crisis. The EESC has enlisted the help of its 

network of national Economic and Social Councils (ESCs) 

in various projects. Together with national ESCs we have 

worked on the European 2020 Strategy and contributed 

to the Annual Growth Survey and the European 

Semester. We are now contributing to the monitoring of 

economic and social reforms at national level with the 

help of our networks of Economic and Social Councils. 

This is the result of a lot of advocacy work of the 

Committee’s presidency with EU leaders, especially with 

the European Council President Van Rompuy, President 

Barroso and with the presidency of the Council of the EU, 

backed up by the engagement of our members.

During this presidency, the EESC has strengthened its 

role and increased its visibility and influence with regard 

to other European institutions. We have agreed a new 

cooperation protocol with the European Commission 

and started work on more structured cooperation with 

the European Parliament. For the first time ever the 

EESC has prepared structured political input into the 

Commission’s work programme.
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Cooperation with the Committee of the Regions has 

been ongoing and strengthened. The two advisory 

bodies of the EU have different roots, share some history 

and can build a deeper common future. I would mention 

our relentless advocacy together for the partnership 

principle in the cohesion policy package and for a 

European Code of Conduct on partnership. 

There is a dire need for civil society’s input, not only 

because of the expertise it provides but also because 

it may be the best way to create a sense of European 

identity. The EESC has a role as a bridge-builder, but also 

as a reminder for EU decision-makers of the voice of civil 

society. The tools are there. The Lisbon Treaty opened 

the door for further  shaping of policies by civil society 

and further involvement of the citizens. Article 11 of the 

Lisbon Treaty gave the EESC a more important role in 

decision making, enabling it to voice civil society’s views 

in the EU. We have opened up the EESC to other CSOs 

through the Liaison Group with European civil society 

networks and organisations and other means. With each 

Civil Society Day and Civil Society Prize we have opened 

up our Committee even further to local organisations 

and networks which lack insider knowledge of Brussels 

affairs and have now found the interface they needed 

–the EESC. 

With pressing financial, economic and social challenges 

to cope with, there is a tendency to neglect the global, 

long term sustainability issues. Some wonder why 

the EESC, along with many other and civil society 

stakeholders, is pushing for sustainability in times of 

crisis. In fact, motivating all EU decision-makers and 

governments to take forward and practise sustainable 

development measures (both economic, social and 

environmental) in Europe is all part of getting Europe out 

of the crisis. In the run-up to Rio +20, a period of just over 

a year, the EESC worked together with economic and 

social committees around the world to make known civil 

society’s experiences, concerns and ideas. 

We worked closely and successfully with the European 

Commission, and we must continue to do so in 

converting the results of Rio +20 into reality. The EESC 

has also provided key input into the G20 discussion on 

food security. Our work for the UN Rio+20 summit placed 

us on the international scene as a European focal point 

of expertise and a stakeholder forum for sustainable 

development issues. It should also be noted here the 

Committee’s work on food security and the first ever 

EESC contribution to the preparations for the G20 on 

this issue, which was unprecedented in the Committee’s 

history. 



dialogue 
and

participation 
During my presidency term, the European Economic 
and Social Committee has built its consultative work on 
three main pillars: dialogue and participation, growth 
and sustainability, and solidarity and development. We 
created a presidency based on consultations with you 
all and on a study we commissioned from an external 
think-tank – the European Policy Centre. We all knew 
and felt that these three pillars could serve as a basis for 
rebuilding Europe from the inside (its economy, social 
welfare and citizens’ trust) and for meeting the challenge 
of the international competitive environment. 
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During this presidency, we have acted on our role as a 

trustworthy and reliable advisor to the EU institutions, as 

a relay with the national economic and social councils 

and similar structures as well as the bridge between the 

EU institutions and organised civil society, represented in 

the Committee and also from outside the Committee. 

As the institutional representative of organised civil 

society at the European level, the Committee therefore 

holds particular responsibility for ensuring the direct 

involvement of civil society and its representative 

organisations, in order to close the gap between 

Europe’s political ambitions and the public perception of 

these ambitions. 

This responsibility has increased as a result of the Lisbon 

Treaty having made participatory democracy a reality, 

and specifically provides that “The institutions shall 

maintain an open, transparent and regular dialogue with 

representative associations and civil society” and that a 

citizens’ initiative must be established.

Confirmation of this approach was provided by Maroš 

Šefčovič, Vice-President of the European Commission 

responsible for Institutional Relations and Administration, 

when he spoke at the EESC’s plenary session on 18 March 

2010, emphasising that “the EESC has a key role to play, as 

the pre-eminent intermediary between civil society and the 

decision-making bodies of the EU. […] You have a great deal 

of knowledge, expertise and grassroots experience […].

Engaging 
with national 
Economic  
and Social 
Councils (ESCs)
The EESC has further strengthened its relationship and 

close cooperation with the national economic and 

social councils and similar structures in the Member 

States. We have significantly increased the exchanges 

with the European Union’s Economic and Social 

Councils' network, which closely collaborated with 

the EESC Europe 2020 Steering Committee for the 

monitoring of the Europe 2020 strategy in the Member 

States. I have made a tour of all Economic and Social 

Councils, and tried to exchange views with them and 

their governments about the key role they can play 

especially in times of reforms. The Economic and Social 

Councils greatly contributed to the Europe 2020 Steering 

Committee’s work and indirectly to our work for the 

implementation of the EU 2020 strategy and for the 

European Semester. 
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Engaging 
with European 
civil society 
networks and 
reaching out 
At one of our past plenaries, Commissioner Maroš 

Šefčovič pointed out how the Lisbon Treaty reinforced 

the Committee›s role: «The new treaty reinforces the 

EESC›s role as a bridge between civil society and 

the EU Institutions.» (...) Significant prospects for the 

development of participatory democracy have been 

opened up through Article 11 of the Lisbon treaty. 

The EESC has a particular responsibility for bringing 

participatory democracy to life, by means of sustained 

dialogue with the civil society.»

This is the backdrop to our commitment to engage 

in «dialogue and participation». Remaining open to 

the outside civil society, reaching out to civil society 

activists in all corners of Europe, enabling civil society 

organisations inside and outside Brussels to meet and 

exchange views among themselves and with us – this is 

what makes us an enabler of participatory governance 

for the EU. We have assumed more and more the role of 

enabling civil society to connect and get together. Thus 

we are closer to the real world civil society conversations, 

and I believe this also reinforces our work and role.

Our Bureau adopted measures in December 2010 to 

enable the Committee to act more effectively in the 

future to establish itself as a key partner of civil society 

organisations and networks and therefore to ensure 

that cooperation with these organisations and networks 

improves in terms of quality, effectiveness and added 

value. 

We have restored the Liaison Group’s original purpose 

as a body for structured political dialogue; we have a 

refocused the Liaison Group’s work to promote, firstly, 

a structured political dialogue between EESC bodies 

and the European member organisations and networks 

on cross-cutting issues of common interest relating 

to priority themes for the EU and the implementation 

of Article 11 TEU. The second aim was to promote the 

implementation of joint initiatives and the organisation 

of joint events;

Several discussions took place in the Liaison Group with 

rapporteurs on topics of common interest (such as the 

citizens’ initiative, the European Year of Citizens 2013, 

social entrepreneurship, the implementation of Article 11 

TEU and the Europe for Citizens programme 2014-2020).

The most notable achievement is the contribution made 

by the Liaison Group’s European member organisations 

and networks, at the formal request of the President, 

to the Committee’s drafting of a common position 

for organised civil society in the run-up to the Rio 

Conference on Sustainable Development held in June 

2012 (Rio + 20) and to monitoring its outcome.  

The Annual Civil Society Day is now a major initiative of 

the Committee and a symbol of cooperation between 

the EESC and these organisations and networks. This 

event provides a forum for dialogue on cross-cutting 

issues of particular importance to European-level civil 

society actors. Two Civil Society Day events took place in 

the last two years. The first, on 8 May 2012, on the theme 

of “Democracy in Europe: where do we stand? A civil 

society perspective”, provided an opportunity to discuss 

the challenges facing democracy in Europe against the 
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backdrop of social, economic and financial crisis, and the 

issue of how to make participatory democracy and civil 

dialogue a reality. 

The theme of the second Civil Society Day, held on 6 

March 2013, was “As European as we can get! Bringing 

economy, solidarity and democracy together”. We looked 

into the core components of a genuine active and 

participatory European citizenship and the debates 

questioned the way European citizenship can be 

achieved if tied in with the economic, social and civic 

life of the European project and the policies. This 

was organised within the ambit of the European Year 

of Citizens (2013), and in close partnership with the 

European Year for Citizens Alliance (EYCA), a big 

group of sixty European networks who came together 

to coordinate efforts and initiatives during this European 

year. 

The EYCA actually was born in the EESC, within our 

Liaison Group with European civil society networks 

and organisations. This Alliance is the key civil society 

partner of the European Commission and of the EESC in 

carrying out actions and initiatives that help foster active 

and participatory citizenship during this European Year. 

The alliance is the living proof if the way the Committee 

can help promote the emergence of a collective voice 

for European organised civil society and thus lay the 

foundations for eventually establishing a structured and 

effective civil dialogue between organised civil society 

and the EU institutions, as provided for in Article 11 TEU. 

Engaging with 
broader civil 
society and 
rewarding 
excellence
We marked the Committee’s life with the celebration 

of the Civil Society Prize in the month of December 

of the last two years. Without modesty, we have to 

acknowledge that we have the bespoke knowledge and 

intuition to recognise what is outstanding, innovative 

and what really has the edge to set itself apart in civil 

society initiatives! 

We celebrated the achievements of civil society 

organisations which, with clever and innovative spirit, 

created and put in motion initiatives that had a positive 

impact on Europeans’ lives. This has been our overall aim 

with the Civil Society Prize ever since its creation. Former 

EESC president Anne Marie Sigmund rightly sensed the 

potentiality of such a prize. 

With the Civil Society Prize we tried to respond every 

year to European society needs. So that’s why the 

theme of 2011 prize was Dialogue and participation 

for EU values: integration, diversity, solidarity and 

tolerance.  Thus we rewarded organisations which 

have promoted the social inclusion of citizens, tried to 

minimise the negative effects of xenophobia, fought 

discrimination on any basis, promoted a fair treatment of 

migrants and of all types of minorities or of marginalized 

citizens. In 2012, the theme of the Civil Society Prize was: 

“Innovate for a sustainable Europe!” This was part of a 

chain of EESC initiatives designed to raise awareness and 

foster sustainability in the European society through 
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dialogue and participation. The winners and most of the 

candidates for 2012 Civil Society Prize shows that civil 

society players are already acting on the changes we 

called for in the Rio+20 process. 

Engaging 
people for 
the European 
Citizens’ 
Initiative (ECI)
The regulation on the European Citizens’ Initiative was 

adopted and entered into force on 1 April 2012. We 

marked the moment with a seminar organised together 

with the Committee of the Regions: “European Citizens’ 

Initiative: time to act! Perspectives from civil society and 

local/regional authorities”. One year after, we organised a 

second edition of the ECI Annual Day “Sign up to it”, with 

the Committee of the Regions and other civil society 

organisations with a keen interest and expertise in the 

ECI. On 9 April 2013,  we assessed the first year of ECI, 

heard the experiences of organisers, drew conclusions 

from the lessons learnt, tried to devise intermediate 

solutions and start preparing for the 2015 revision of 

the regulation. The EESC has been closely following the 

public debate on the ECI so far. 

In the last two and a half years, we have positioned the 

EESC mainly contributing as communicator, facilitator 

and, when needed, as an institutional mentor; as a 

communicator, we committed ourselves to promoting 

the visibility of the ECI among citizens, in the spirit 

of neutrality towards the respective concerns of any 

given initiative; as a facilitator of Citizens’ Initiatives in 

preparation, enabling those involved to network and 

possibly meet, creating spaces for stakeholders and 

experts to meet and debate; as an institutional mentor, 

holding hearings and issuing an opinion to assist the 

Commission in evaluating a successful initiative and at 

any stage of its follow-up. 

Once the first ECIs will have been concluded successfully, 

the Committee would play its institutional role in 

advising the EU institutions as to the content of an 

initiative. 

Engaging 
with people 
of Europe…
ultimately 
In the context of the European Year of Citizens, EESC has 

launched the book: Civil society and democracy – the 

citizens’ shortcut to the EU. Civil society represents 

millions of Europeans in all walks of life. This book could 

hopefully serve as a guide for how citizens’ organisations 

can make their voices better heard in Brussels. The book 

provides an outsider’s perspective on one of the Union’s 

fundamental debates: is the EU democratic enough? 

Does it allow for participation of organisations and 

interest groups voicing all citizens’ interests, concerns 

and aspirations?

This book is neither the first nor last word on the role of 

organised civil society in democratic life in the European 

Union. However, it does present a number of fascinating 

illustrations about the way civil society organisations 

provide avenues of expression for the European citizen.



sustainability
and 

growth
We have made sustainability and engagement 
with Europeans the flagships of the Committee’s 
programme in the last two and a half years. Sustainable 
growth to finance our European social models and 
promote our interests and values on the world stage, 
as well as regaining citizens’ trust in the EU and their 
governments are keys for the future of Europe. 
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Revising the 
Sustainable 
Development 
Strategy
The EESC has argued in favour of a revision of the EU 

Sustainable Development Strategy and has recently 

welcomed the adoption of the EU Council conclusions 

asking the Commission to provide such a revision in 

light of recent developments and Rio+20 decisions. An 

own-initiative opinion providing an EESC assessment 

of the 2011 monitoring report on the EU’s sustainable 

development strategy was adopted in May 2012. 

Sustainable development has been on the agenda of 

meetings with many of the EESC’s international partners.

Go Sustainable,  
be responsible 
European civil society on the road to Rio+20

In June 2012 we participated in the UN Conference 

on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro. In this 

context, the EESC has fulfilled its bridging role between 

civil society and the EU. The efforts made by the EESC 

to promote civil society dialogue within and outside the 

European Union have been greatly contributing to the 

Council’s and Commission’s commitment to make the 

Rio+20 follow-up process an inclusive one.

The EU’s initial position in the negotiations was reflected 

in Rio+20 agreement: towards the green economy and 

better governance, a Commission communication 

on which the EESC adopted an opinion in September 

2011. An additional opinion was drawn up following a 

major civil society conference in February 2012 in order 

to convey the European civil society’s positions to the 

EU Council. Main recommendations constituted the call 

for a real commitment for sustainable development, 

the importance of the social dimension of sustainable 

development and strong civil society involvement 

. Based on these positions and through a broad 

consultation process with civil society stakeholders, 

the EESC prepared its participation at UN preparatory 

meetings to the Rio+20 Conference and at the UN 

Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio. We 

assessed the Rio+20 agreement through an opinion, 

Rio+20: Current situation and future prospects, 

adopted in December 2012.

EESC organised with DG Environment on18 

December 2012 a hearing to ensure follow-up to the 

recommendations of the aforementioned opinion and 

to complement the Commission’s online consultation. 

In February 2013 the Commission published a 

Communication on the same topic Decent Life for All: 

Ending poverty and giving the world a sustainable 

future. As advocated repeatedly by the Committee, the 

Communication brings the strands together and tries to 

respond to both major future challenges – to poverty 

eradication and to ensuring that prosperity and well-

being are sustainable. The EESC’s contribution to the 

success of the public consultation through organization 

of a series of structured dialogues was recognised in the 

Communication.
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Stepping up 
for a stronger 
Europe
Civil society: a full partner  

in the Europe 2020 strategy

A formal confirmation of the EESC’s role within the 

Europe 2020 strategy was made during the meetings 

we had with President Barroso. The EESC welcomed the 

fact that the Commission hadofficially called upon civil 

society to participate in this reform process.

In an opinion on the newly established European 

semester of policy coordination, the EESC already at 

the beginning of 2011 stressed that enhancing the 

coordination of the EU economic policies should be 

done by ensuring equal attention to the need for 

stability and job-creating growth. The Committee 

expressed the view that, at least for countries in the euro 

area, European economic policy coordination should 

be the first step towards a genuine common economic 

policy and proper coordination of budget policies.

The EESC took the view that the triple objective of 

the Europe 2020 strategy, i.e., smart, sustainable and 

inclusive-cohesive growth, is generally appropriate; 

however in order to achieve it, a well-balanced 

macroeconomic policy mix and structural reforms 

together with concrete action are needed. The 

conference, “Step up for a stronger Europe”, that 

we organised on 25th September 2012, led to thirty 

concrete proposals for action to be considered and 

integrated in the reforms by the Commission, the Council 

and the European Parliament.

In the 24-25th March 2011 Council’s 

conclusions, the EESC was for the first time 

officially appointed to contribute actively 

in the implementation of the European 

Semester, together with the network of 

national economic and social councils.

Jobs and 
employment 
at the core  
of the Europe 
2020 strategy
The Committee dealt with employment in a number of 

opinions, most importantly in relation to the Europe 2020 

strategy and the flagship initiatives “An agenda for new 

skills and jobs” and “Youth on the Move”, on which the 

Committee adopted opinions in 2011.  

We expressed concern that neither the employment nor 

the anti-poverty goals set out in the inclusive growth 

priority of the Europe 2020 strategy can be met against 

the backdrop of the austerity measures taken in a bid to 

tackle the crisis.

We made our voice heard on the Youth Employment 

Package, which covers a number of specific initiatives, 

such as the Youth Guarantee and a Quality Framework 

on Traineeships. In April 2012, the Committee co-

organised a high-level conference with the European 

Youth Forum entitled “Quality jobs for youth: Are we 

asking too much?” and adopted an opinion on the 

proposed Youth Opportunities Initiative. 
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During this mandate, the Committee consistently 

emphasised the necessary link between education 

and training on the one hand and employment on the 

other. In January 2012, the Committee organised a high-

level conference in Brussels on “The economic crisis, 

education and the labour market” and in February 2012, 

the Labour Market Observatory organised another high-

level conference in Denmark on the topic “From school 

to work”. In March 2012, the Committee presented its 

views on the proposed “Erasmus for All”.

Greening 
the Europe 
2020 Strategy 
– Resource 
efficiency  
and the green 
economy
We have put particular effort in contributing to the 

Europe 2020 strategy, thereby promoting the transition 

to a green economy by 2050. The EESC published an 

opinion on the Resource efficiency flagship initiative 

in September 2011 and on the Roadmap to a resource 

efficient Europe in March 2012, elaborating a set of 

milestones to be achieved by 2020 through measures 

at European and Member States level. Resource 

efficiency has become the leitmotiv and framework for 

environmental policy contributing to the Europe 2020 

strategy. 

Furthermore, the Committee issued an exploratory 

opinion on the Promotion of sustainable consumption 

and production, also supported by a public hearing. 

Currently, the EESC is preparing an own-initiative opinion 

on the Green economy; adoption planned for May 

2013. Moreover, a workshop on green economy and 

innovation formed part of the conference “Step up for a 

stronger Europe” in September 2012.

The EESC developed a balanced and strong position 

on the Commission’s proposal for a directive on energy 

efficiency. The EESC had the opportunity to convey 

its views on this major piece of legislation publicly 

at a European Parliament event for journalists. The 

EESC’s strong stance in favour of energy efficiency was 

strengthened through an exploratory opinion on energy 

education requested by the Danish Presidency. 

The EESC has carried out extensive work on renewable 

energy sources (RES), in particular their support schemes. 

The functioning of the internal energy market is essential 

for investors, consumers and civil society at large in the 

perspective of the energy transition. The overall cost 

of RES has been the subject of an exploratory opinion 

requested by the Irish Presidency.The EESC is actively 

involved in the debate on improving the EU water 

policy, which gained importance with the coming into 

operation of the European Innovation Partnership on 

Water and the launch, in late 2012, of the Commission 

Blueprint to safeguard Europe’s water resources. The 

use and protection of water resources are closely linked 

to the Europe 2020 Flagship initiative for a resource-

efficient Europe and the debates on climate change 

adaptation, the CAP reform and food security – issues of 

top priority in the period 2010-2013. The EESC efforts in 

this cross-cutting area have been directed at ensuring 

that policy decisions take due account of the needs 

of all stakeholders, including the protection of the 
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environment, and that innovative solutions are facilitated 

in order to increase efficiency and reduce pressures on 

water resources and natural ecosystems.

In 2012 and 2013, the EESC adopted opinions on priority 

substances in the field of water policy and on the Water 

EIP, and is currently developing an opinion on the 

Blueprint to safeguard Europe’s water resources.

Both the EESC Members and myself have contributed 

to major water policy events and processes, including 

interventions at the 6th World Water Forum (Marseille, 

March 2012), the WHO/UNECE Conference on Water and 

Health, the European Commission’s Green Week 2012 

which was dedicated to the subject of water, and the EP 

Water Intergroup. 

Towards a 
renewed and 
modernised 
lever for the 
Europe 2020 
strategy  
– Cohesion 
Policy
Cohesion Policy is the EU’s single most efficient policy to 

reduce economic disparities between Europe’s regions; 

it is also the policy that is closest to the citizen. During 

this mandate, the EESC continued to strongly advocate 

efficient and genuine partnerships with civil society 

stakeholders in the implementation of the operational 

programmes for the current and future Cohesion Policy 

programming periods.

In May 2011, the EESC published a brochure “It takes two 

to tango” presenting selected examples of best practice 

for the application of the partnership principle in the EU.

In a number of key opinions, the EESC extensively 

commented on the cohesion package and argued for 

strong and genuine civil society involvement in the 

preparatory and implementation stages of the national 

programmes.

Also, particular attention has been given to the 

implementation of the partnership principle and the 

proposed European code of conduct on partnership. 

The EESC disagreed with the position adopted at one 

time by the Council to reject the Commission’s proposal 

to accompany the implementation of the partnership 

principle by a set of common rules laid down in a code 

of conduct. We wrote to all ministers responsible for 

cohesion policy individually to express our regret for 

this development, which led to a review of the Council’s 

position. Finally getting the partnership principle 

back in the new cohesion policy package was a great 

achievement.

Furthermore, the EESC welcomed the move towards 

real macro-regional strategies and also worked on the 

Outermost regions, islands, and on urban and suburban 

policies.
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Research and 
innovation as 
a priority lever 
to overcome 
the crisis

The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation 

(Horizon 2020) is at the heart of the European debate and 

the EESC has been involved in this discussion through 

several opinions as essential contributions to the Europe 

2020 strategy. We advocated in several conferences and 

ministerial meetings the need for a strong European 

budget that supports innovation and research and that 

is closely linked to competitiveness. RD&I are essential 

in order to boost the competitiveness of European 

enterprises and to respond to societal challenges.

The Committee identified potential gaps, and ways to 

fill them, between the objectives of a science-driven 

research policy and an innovation-friendly industrial 

and competition policy. The EESC also examined the 

Commission’s initiatives on the Innovation Union and on 

the EIT.

Connecting 
and moving 
Europe
Transport policy on the move

In January 2012 the Commission requested the views of 

the EESC on how civil society can be engaged to buy 

into the objectives of the White Paper and contribute to 

achieving its long term vision of transport. Following the 

adoption of the exploratory opinion on the Transport 

White Paper: getting civil society on board, the EESC 

and the Commission co-organised a conference in early 

December 2012 in order to launch the process and 

collate as many experiences as possible of successful 

local or regional civil society involvement in transport 

projects. The conference concentrated on what needed 

to be done practically over the following years to 

reach the ambitious goal of drastically reducing the 

environmental impact of transport while increasing 

mobility and securing growth and employment.

We have also focused on specific aspects of the 

transport policy: we have been at the forefront of 

promoting more stringent passenger rights, including 

for people with disabilities, across the transport modes; 

we have pushed for appropriate funding of transport 

infrastructure, to promote competitiveness and 

decarbonisation without limiting people’s mobility; it 

has considerably boosted the political dimension of 

our activities in the air transport field, the highlight of 

which activity was the big stakeholders’ conference on 

air passenger rights, organised jointly by the European 

Commission and the EESC. 
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On maritime issues, the most remarkable activity has been 

the preparation of an own-initiative opinion on Maritime 

piracy: Strengthening the EU response, tackling a 

multifaceted problem with considerable human and 

economic costs. The opinion was followed-up by a highly 

political conference with the main stakeholders. 

The Single European Sky (SES) is a major single market 

project with potentially huge benefits for all airspace 

users. The implementation of the SES initiative requires 

a broad and inclusive stakeholder debate to which the 

EESC has actively contributed through organisation of 

conferences and hearings in close cooperation with the 

European Commission and several Council presidencies.

Updating the 
information 
society
Digital Agenda issues have taken an increasing place 

in citizens’ daily lives and the impact of legislation 

and developments must be carefully assessed so that 

opportunities can be maximised and risks reduced to a 

minimum. The EESC has focused on the socio-economic 

aspects of the EU Digital Agenda, either in the context of 

the legislative process or through civil society and public 

engagement events. In 2011 and 2012 the EESC hosted and 

co-organised with the Commission the Digital Agenda 

Assembly which is major inter-institutional and horizontal 

event on ICT issues, where the EESC wanted to promote 

“the kind of society where everyone, even the most 

vulnerable, can access digital technology if they wish”. 

The EESC has advocated for a responsible use of social 

networks as well as for precise and stringent rules on 

internet offers for children. More generally, internet 

safety has been an essential topic in connection with 

establishing new legal frameworks for on-line activities 

and contents. The Better Internet conference of March 

2013 was the opportunity to mobilise European civil 

society around a core set of recommendations that the 

EESC brought forward on this issue over the last 10 years.

E-inclusion can be achieved only if citizens have 

appropriate skills, an empowering environment 

and the necessary infrastructure to make the most 

of the opportunities of the internet. This was well 

demonstrated by the interactive Click IT! Forum 

organised in October 2011 in Gdansk with the Polish 

Presidency. The EESC has also addressed technical and 

technological issues from a civil society perspective, in 

particular on internet neutrality, cloud computing or 

high-performance computing. 

The EESC 
determined to 
support the 
completion 
of one Single 
Market
The re-launch of the Single Market has been at the 

heart of the EESC concerns during the presidency. On 

several occasions, we have drawn attention to the need 

to relaunch the Single Market to meet the needs of 

consumers and businesses and bring it closer to citizens.
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The EESC has played a very active role in the discussions 

conducted by the Commission in this area, in particular 

through an exploratory opinion at the request of 

Commissioner Barnier, and also with opinions on the 

different versions of the Single Market Act. We have also 

contributed to a number of legislative initiatives designed 

to strengthen the Single Market.

The EESC has actively used the twentieth anniversary of the 

Single Market to highlight topics related to this. We took 

part in the Single Market Forum organised by the European 

Parliament and also in the closing ceremony of the Single 

Market Week. Events were also held in Cyprus and London 

and EESC members participated in various national events.

SMEs at the 
core of the 
Single Market
SMEs are an essential component of the European 

economy and the EESC has never hesitated to emphasise 

their importance. We have organised several hearings 

and conferences in cooperation with the International 

Confederation of Popular Banks (CIBP), the European 

Association of Cooperative Banks and UEAPME. The EESC 

adopted a number of positions on the measures envisaged 

by the Commission in this regard. 

Furthermore, the implementation of the measures 

included in the Small Business Act, the Competitiveness 

Programme and the strategy proposed by the Commission 

to support European SMEs in international markets was 

also closely monitored by the EESC, drawing up a number 

of opinions on these issues.

Reconciling 
competitive-
ness and  
a social Europe
In order to support the social dimension of the internal 

market, the Committee organised a conference in 

Stockholm in September 2011 on this topic, and a year later 

adopted an opinion on the proposed new Directive on the 

posting of workers. Despite the potential difficulties of the 

topic, the EESC opinion was adopted almost unanimously. 

There have subsequently been close contacts with the 

European Parliament and a number of the proposals set 

out in the opinion have also been discussed in the Council. 

In April 2012, the Committee presented suggestions for a 

Directive on the recognition of professional qualifications.

A social business initiative is also part of the field we have 

very actively been working with. In 2011 the Committee 

received a request from Commissioner Barnier for an 

exploratory opinion on this subject. The EESC considered 

social enterprise as a key element of the European social 

model and advocated supporting it in maximising its 

growth potential and creating social value. End of 2012, this 

strong engagement of the EESC led to the proposal of Vice 

President Tajani, Commissioner Andor and Commissioner 

Barnier to the EESC to co-organise a big event in January 

2014 on the social business initiative. 2000 people will be 

invited in Strasbourg. This marks the recognition by the 

Commission of the work of the EESC.

The modernisation of EU public procurement and 

concessions policy was also dealt with during the 

presidency. In general, the EESC emphasises the importance 
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of taking account of the innovative, environmental and 

social aspects of the Europe 2020 strategy with regard to 

public procurement and believes that excessive use is being 

made of the “lowest cost” award criteria.  

Finally, given its economic, social and cultural importance, 

the developments in the EU tourism policy have been  

followed actively by the EESC. We participated in the 

organisation of the Annual European Tourism Forum and 

in 2013, we attended the EESC Tourism Forum which took 

place in Nicosia.

European 
economic 
and financial 
policies in light 
of the crisis
A changing economic governance  

and Economic and Monetary Union

The EESC has been determined in its work to get Europe 

out of the crisis. We have seen the need for greater co-

ordination of economic policies in the Economic and 

Monetary Union (EMU) has been amplified.

The EESC has pointed out that the sustainability of 

public finances would be best ensured through a 

stronger emphasis on preventive rather than corrective 

approaches, and that mechanisms based on incentives 

are more likely to be successful than those based 

solely on punitive measures. We have also formulated 

strong proposals on prevention and correction of 

macroeconomic imbalances, and have pointed to the 

risk that any restrictive rebalancing measures could have 

the effect of fuelling procyclical policies, intensifying and 

prolonging the current phase of economic contraction. 

The European political debate in the first half of 2012 

focussed on the creation of a fiscal union through the 

signing of the Fiscal Compact and the different proposals 

for debt mutualisation. The EESCclearly stated that these 

measures alone would not bring a solution to the current 

crisis, but that would rather put a strong emphasis on 

growth promotion.

In an own-initiative opinion on “Restarting growth”, the 

Committee proposed two distinct types of EU bonds as 

part of a European “New Deal” – a comprehensive plan 

for growth that would create the conditions to realise 

effective common economic and fiscal governance. This 

essential proposal was also put forward at the high-

level conference on the sovereign debt crisis which the 

Committee organised in June 2012.

The Committee has also started its work on the future of 

the European project and the architecture of the EMU in 

particular. Our opinions take due account of the results of 

the public hearing on the Economic and political future 

of the EU that was organised in February 2013. 
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Growth 
and job 
creation with 
a smoothly 
functioning 
financial sector
The crisis has led to a reformulation of EU legislation 

in the area of growth and job creation and the EESC 

has kept a close eye on this process. The EESC is overall 

in favour of a safer, healthier, more transparent and 

more accountable financial system that works for the 

economy and society as a whole and can finance the real 

economy.

The EESC has adopted positions on most of the initiatives 

launched by the European Commission to clean up and 

regulate the banking sector. As early as November 2012 

the EESC forwarded its opinion and its recommendations 

on the “Roadmap towards a Banking Union” to the 

decision-making bodies in the Council and Parliament. 

On top of that, we also issued resolutions during 

these two and a half years,, and several meetings 

have been held with various leading figures including 

representatives of both the European Institutions and of 

European civil society.

To stress the legitimate need for civil society to 

counterweight the representation of the financial 

sector’s interests, the EESC adopted an opinion on 

“How to involve civil society organisations in 

financial regulation”. A hearing with the participation 

of Commissioner Barnier collected the voices of civil 

society and initiated an exchange of information and 

an open dialogue with relevant organisations. Another 

example of this bottom-up procedure was the European 

Investment Bank request for an EESC opinion on loans 

in the transport sector on the basis of regular contacts 

developed with the Bank in the concerned period.

The EESC already in July 2010 adopted by a large majority 

an own-initiative opinion proposing the introduction of 

a Financial Transaction Tax (FTT). In October 2010, the 

Commission followed up and presented a strategy paper on 

the “Taxation of the Financial Sector” in which many of the 

points raised by the Committee had been taken on board. 

Furthermore, the EESC supported the Common 

Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB) and made 

proposals on new initiatives such as curbing double 

taxation in the single market (e.g. withholding taxes 

on dividend payments), taxation of interest and royalty 

payments, and on the review of the VAT.
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A crucial 
negotiation  
for the EU  
– the budget  
of the European 
Union
“More Europe” means mutually reinforcing the potential 

of the Member States, the European Institutions and 

other economic and social actors. An integrated Europe 

is stronger than the sum of its parts; coordinated action 

is smarter than separate, asymmetric policies are costly 

and may undermine each other and even the Union as a 

whole. Thus, “More Europe” makes economic sense. 

We pleaded in our opinions and in several statements 

that the EU Budget should not be seen as a burden but 

as a smart means to realise economies of scale, to reduce 

costs and leverage up investment and growth. The EESC 

did not see a sustainable future without a sustainable 

budget and was in particular opposed to a nominal 

freeze or even cuts in the EU budget, as publicly called 

for by some Member States. Such a stance would not 

enable the Union to tackle the ambitious challenges 

stemming from the Europe 2020 strategy. 

The Committee also called for the «juste retour» 

concept to be abandoned. We hosted two high 

level conferences, both with the participation of 

Commissioner Lewandowski, responsible for Budget, and 

involving EP-rapporteurs, MEPs, Council representatives, 

academics and other key stakeholders. The events 

provided for a constructive debate and sent out the clear 

message to the European Council that the EU Budget 

had to be strengthened and supported by own resource 

mechanisms. For the EU to gain credibility in the eyes of 

the European public and to serve as a clear illustration 

of both the advantages of Europe and the costs of “non-

Europe”, the EESC reiterated that the EU budget should 

be exemplary, efficient, effective and transparent. The 

call for a shift on the funding side of the EU budget to 

own resources was equally underlined in an opinion 

on the “System of Own Resources” in which the EESC 

supports the Commission in its stance.

Protecting 
the rights 
and safety 
of European 
consumers
The protection of the rights and safety of European 

consumers is at the heart of the concerns of the EESC. 

In this context, the EESC organised the European 

Consumer Day every year since 1999. In 2011, it was held 

in Budapest, under the Hungarian Presidency, on the 

theme of “Consumption without borders”, in 2012 it took 

place in Copenhagen under the Danish Presidency, on 

the theme of “Sustainable Consumption”, organised in 

cooperation with the European Environment Agency 

and in March 2013 it took place in Brussels on the topic of 

“Products’safety”.
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In addition, the Committee issued opinions on a 

series of legislative proposals (credit contracts, the 

Consumer Programme, Alternative Dispute Resolution, 

Online Dispute Resolution, European sales law) and 

communications (the Consumer Agenda) in this area, 

including the need to restore consumer confidence as an 

essential element for restoring growth.

Together 
towards 
a strong 
European 
industrial 
and energy 
strategy
For a renewed and strong European  

industry policy

The success of European industry is essential to the 

economic well-being and social development of citizens. 

But industrial policy must consider the changing needs 

of society. We have to respond to these with innovation 

and coordination. The EESC believes there is much 

potential for innovation to be found in Europe, and we 

are therefore very active in working for a strong common 

European industrial policy.

  

The EESC has during my mandate co-arranged 

conferences in a wide range of topics related to industrial 

policy, such as creative industries, nautical industries, 

defence industry, and woodworking and furniture. We 

actively voiced the need for more European coordination 

and synergies in this area. In  March 2013, we co-

organised the conference “Smart Industrial Policy - Key 

Condition to Economic Growth” in Vilnius on the need 

for thorough policy-making measures for Europe to 

increase its global competitiveness. 

Towards a European energy community

One of the EESC’s flagship projects in 2010-2013 and 

possibly the years ahead has been the promotion of 

the European energy community, together with Notre 

Europe – Jacques Delors Institute, in order to foster 

stronger EU cooperation on energy issues and public 

involvement in this domain. This original position was 

first developed in an opinion entitled Involving civil 

society in the establishment of a future European 

Energy Community. The EESC and Notre Europe then 

launched an ambitious and inclusive political process 

at a conference attended by Commissioner Oettinger, 

European Parliament President Schulz and leaders of 

major civil society organisations (January 2012). 

This on-going process has resulted in the setting up of a 

permanent study group in the mid of 2012. More recent 

works have focused principally on ways of setting up 

a structured and informed debate with the public on 

energy-related questions. One of the most strategic EU 

energy documents in the 2010-2013 period has been 

the Energy Roadmap 2050; the EESC opinion on this 

topic has been promoted at two major conferences on 

the cost and speed of this transition (May 2012), and on 

the issue of public engagement in the process (June 

2012). Synergies have been developed between the 

EESC’s different activities in this area, notably the ones 

pertaining to European Nuclear Energy Forum (ENEF) 
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and the ones resulting from the adoption of the opinion 

on the Energy Roadmap 2050, which has pointed to the 

essential involvement  of civil society in energy issues as 

a prerequisite for the energy transition to be achieved 

successfully. 

The regular policy dialogue with Commissioner 

Oettinger on these issues has resulted in a new 

exploratory opinion on the needs and methods of public 

involvement and engagement in the energy policy field. 

This opinion proposes a new way to establish a wide 

civil society dialogue on energy issues that can usefully 

contribute to enhanced public policies. The theme of the 

opinion was debated with Commissioner Oettinger at 

the plenary session on 20 March 2013.

Furthermore, in October 2011 the Committee adopted 

its opinion on the proposal for a reform of the energy 

taxation directive which encourages environmentally 

responsible behaviour and is favourable to energy 

efficiency, in accordance with the Europe 2020 strategy.

Towards a 
sustainable 
Common 
Agricultural 
Policy
A civil society eye on the CAP Reform

The on-going reform of the Common Agricultural 

Policy attracted the interest of the EESC well before the 

proposals from the European Commission began taking 

shape. An own-initiative opinion Reform of the common 

agricultural policy in 2013 adopted in March 2010 gave a 

detailed view of the expectations of EU citizens for the 

new CAP. These were addressed, at least in part, by the 

Commission’s non-legislative communication in late 

2010, which was then the object of a broadly supportive 

EESC opinion The CAP towards 2020 in March 2011.

When the legislative package finally came in October 

2011, the EESC made all possible efforts to ensure 

that the contribution of civil society could be taken 

into account. The choice was made, for the sake of 

consistency, to deal with all seven legislative proposals in 

a single opinion. 

The latest Committee opinion on the CAP, adopted 

in April 2012, called for a robust CAP budget to be 

maintained at least at the same level as in the current 

budget period; it welcomed the effort to close the gap 

between the level of support received by farmers in the 

different Member States bearing in mind the agricultural 

diversity across the EU; supported capping direct 

payments and proposed that any definition of active 

farmer should include, among its requirements, the 

production and marketing of agricultural products or the 

creation of public goods and services of social interest. 

Rural development – for European vibrant 

and living rural areas. 

Rural areas cover 91% of the EU territory and over 56% of 

the people in the 27 Member States live in these areas, 

which makes rural development a vital policy area and 

high priority for the EU and thereby also for the EESC. 

This priority is reflected in the numerous own-initiative 

opinions and significant follow-up work undertaken 

throughout 2010-2013, in the context of the debates on 
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the CAP reform. EESC opinions addressed key challenges 

for Europe’s rural areas as well as the opportunities 

for their development, such as the role of women in 

agriculture and rural areas, agriculture and crafts, Leader 

as a tool for local development and social farming.

Furthermore, the EESC has been very active on the issue 

of the future of young farmers, with an own-initiative 

opinion and a hearing in 2011. The opinion highlighted 

the range of problems facing young farmers and called 

for urgent support through a European guarantee 

system, facilitated transfer of ownership, training and 

new channels for participation in cooperatives. We have 

also supported the demands for generational renewal in 

European agriculture of the European Council of Young 

Farmers (CEJA), by calling for measures that would make 

farming more attractive to new generations.



solidarity 
and 

development
The EESC is involved in different types of cooperation 
with civil society organisations in countries and regions 
outside the European Union, including Euromed 
partners, China and Latin America. The main purpose 
of the EESC’s activities with the rest of the world is to 
engage with all types of civil society partners in order 
to support them through knowledge exchanges and to 
help them to become better involved in policy making 
at national and regional levels. It is about making 
governments and stakeholders recognise that allowing 
civil society to be involved in an independent and 
representative manner in policy-shaping is actually to 
everyone’s benefit: governments, civil society and the 
EU as their partner. 
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The EESC and 
the wider 
world
Candidate countries

The EU-Croatia Joint Consultative Committee (JCC) has 

finalised its work, as Croatia will become the 28th EU 

Member State in July 2013. In 2012, two new JCCs were 

set up, with Montenegro and Iceland. The 31st EU-Turkey 

JCC meeting was held in Ankara in the second half of 

2012, despite the stalemate in EU-Turkey relations during 

the Cyprus Presidency of the Council. On both sides 

civil society showed their willingness to deepen their 

cooperation and go beyond the political obstructions. The 

first steps were taken in assessing the trade union rights in 

Turkey after approval of a recent law on this issue.

Western Balkans 

The 4th Western Balkans Civil Society Forum, which 

debated the issues of rural development and 

employment, and freedom of the media, gathered an 

important number of civil society organisations and 

welcomed the participation of high-level interlocutors, 

such as the Secretary-General of the Regional 

Cooperation Council and the European Parliament 

chair of the delegation for relations with the Western 

Balkans. A high-level inter-institutional dialogue was thus 

achieved and Commissioner Füle acknowledged the 

important work that the EESC doing with civil society 

from the region and encouraged us to pursue our 

activities. The Forum was a success in terms of the EESC’s 

objective in this field of fostering civil society dialogue 

and regional integration.

Northern Dimension and Russia

On 18 February 2013 the EESC gathered, for the first 

time, the stakeholders who are interested or involved in 

the Northern Dimension key activity areas, i.e. transport, 

environment, business and human resources. I conveyed 

the conclusions of the stakeholders’ meeting to the 

Northern Dimension Ministerial Meeting on the same day.

In February 2011 a Russia Contact Group was established 

to develop relations with Russian civil society. Besides the 

structured cooperation with the Russian Civic Chamber, 

the EESC also strengthened its relations with other 

socio-economic stakeholders and NGOs of the Russian 

Federation via its contribution to the EU-Russia Civil 

Society Forum. Subjects jointly examined in this domain 

are social dialogue, the involvement of civil society in an 

EU-Russia Strategic Agreement, youth entrepreneurship 

and mobility, migration, greening the economy, food 

safety and rural development.

The Eastern neighbours of the EU

The EESC has gained the full political support and 

recognition of the European Commission as an 

important institutional partner in the newly established 

Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum. Despite 

the Forum’s organisational difficulties, the EESC has 

maintained a continuous presence at the Forum and has 

successfully led the process of setting up a new working 

group, within the Forum’s structure, devoted to social 

dialogue and labour issues, thus guaranteeing increased 

visibility and participation for social partner organisations 

in a forum dominated by NGOs. The EESC has also 

maintained its active involvement in different Eastern 

Partnership Platforms.
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Mediterranean

As regards the Mediterranean, the EESC had to adapt its 

working methods, principles and partners in order to 

keep up with the recent political developments in the 

countries of the region and to the EU’s revised policy 

towards it. In this context, it has opened up its dialogue 

and events to the Mediterranean NGO sector. We have 

obtained  unanimous approval of and commitment 

to a Charter of non-binding principles for Euromed 

Economic and Social Councils (ESCs).  We have launched 

a cooperation plan with the secretariat of the Union for 

the Mediterranean, and have stepped up our cooperation 

with the Anna Lindh Foundation which has as purpose 

to bring people together from across the Mediterranean 

to improve mutual respect between cultures.. The EESC 

has established working relations with the Moroccan, 

Jordanian and Algerian ESCs. Recommendations have 

been done in the areas of sustainable development, food 

security, the role of social dialogue and of civil society 

participation as essential components of governance, the 

need to guarantee freedom of the media, the rights of 

women, the fight against corruption, industrial policies in 

the Euromed region and many others.

Latin America

The EESC’s work with Latin American civil society was 

recognised in January 2013 by the EU-CELAC Summit 

that brought together to Santiago (Chile) the Heads of 

State and Government of the EU, Latin American and 

Caribbean states. On that occasion, we conveyed to the 

meeting of the Foreign Ministers the recommendations 

that we had produced at the 7th EU-Latin America 

meeting of organised civil society, held in Santiago in 

December 2012. The EU-Latin America Joint Parliamentary 

Assembly (JPA), the only European Parliament body with 

which the EESC has managed to sign a Memorandum of 

Understanding, requested the EESC members to increase 

their involvement in the work of the JPA, by inviting them 

to lead the process of civil society hearings in the JPA. 

As has been the case since the setting up of the EU-

Brazil Round Table, the EESC President is regularly 

invited to present the conclusions of the Round Table 

to the EU-Brazil Summits. The Round Table formulated 

recommendations to the political authorities on a wide 

range of issues, e.g. sustainable distribution, production 

and consumption for a green economy, the social 

dimension of sustainable development or the issue of 

economic and social mobility between the two partners. 

An important work was developed by the REX Section, 

in cooperation with the President’s Cabinet and the 

Sustainable Development Observatory, during the Rio+20 

UN Conference on Sustainable Development. The 6th 

Brazil Round Table and a joint event involving civil society 

representatives from Russia, China and Brazil were held in 

Rio during the UN Rio20 summit.

China, Japan and India

In 2012, the EESC was asked to become a full partner 

in the EU-China High Level Partnership for Sustainable 

Urbanisation. A first workshop on the contribution of civil 

society to the Partnership was organised by the EESC. 

This line of work continued within our joint work with 

the Chinese ESC in the EU-China Round Table. During 

the last two and a half years, the Round Table issued 

recommendations on human rights, the rights of the child, 

ageing populations, fight against trafficking of human 

beings, green economy in the context of sustainable 

development, SMEs and employment, and welfare 

indicators beyond GDP. 

The EESC has greatly enlarged and developed its contacts 

with civil society organisations in Japan thanks to the work 

of its Japan Contact Group. This was also demonstrated 

in a 2012 seminar on ageing societies, a subject which 

allowed to reach out to a wide spectrum of Japanese 

organisations. 
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The India Follow-up Committee developed an intense 

activity in consultation with Indian civil society in 

preparation and as a follow up of the EESC opinion on 

the negotiation of an EU-India Free Trade Agreement. A 

follow up activity was launched in cooperation with the 

European Institute for Asian Studies.

Cross-border 
action 
– Aid and  
development 
and  
international  
trade
Development policy  

– taking global responsibility

The EESC received two important referrals from the 

European Commission, on the Agenda for change 

which sets out the main principles of the EU’s future 

Development Policy, and on the Civil society 

involvement in the EU’s development policies and in 

development cooperation. Several recommendations 

made in the EESC opinions were taken on board in a 

subsequent EC Communication on the involvement of 

civil society in the EU’s external policy. 

The EESC started to work on an opinion on the post-

2015 development agenda, reflecting on the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) achievements and the 

development framework after the MDG target year 

of 2015. The opinion focusing on the input from civil 

society to the achievements and future prospects of 

the Millennium Development Goals takes into account 

also the Rio Conference conclusions on the setting up 

of Sustainable Development Goals. Two public hearings 

were organised on 18 December 2012 addressing the 

achievements and future prospects of the MDGs as well 

as the follow up to Rio+20.

Another example of good cooperation with the 

European Commission on development policy was 

the EESC opinion on The External Dimension of 

EU Social Security Coordination, an issue on which 

we managed to establish good cooperation with the 

European Commission and the European Parliament. The 

EESC, together with DG DevCo, is strongly supporting 

a common EU approach to social security schemes 

avoiding bilateral agreements and thus existing 

discrimination among workers on the basis of their 

nationality. 

A special focus on ACP

The EESC put in place with success its ACP activities, 

monitored by its ACP-EU Follow-up Committee. The 

work done, both at regional level and through the three-

yearly ACP general meetings, focused on food security 

and sustainable development. As part of the regular 

activities, a general review of the EU development policy 

and the follow up of Economic Partnership Agreements’ 

negotiations was done and recommendations were 

issued, specifically on the need for further involvement 

of civil society organisations in both policies. Sustainable 

and inclusive growth, in the follow-up of Rio+20, was the 

main subject line on which the Committee’s ACP work 

was developed in the last two and a half years.
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Monitoring 
international 
trade
The EESC issued three trade-related opinions 

which were especially welcomed by the European 

Commission, namely the opinions on Sustainability 

Impact Assessments and EU Trade Policy, where 

recommendations on involvement of civil society in 

consultations were taken on board by the Commission; 

on the civil society’s contribution to an EU-Mercosur 

Association Agreement; and on the role of civil society in 

the free trade agreement between the EU and India.

In 2012, for the first time, the EESC contributed to the 

WTO Public Forum, organising a workshop on the civil 

society participation in monitoring mechanisms within 

trade agreements, thus achieving a good institutional 

visibility and contributing a new point of view to this 

annual dialogue of the WTO with various stakeholders. 

At the meeting with WTO Director General Pascal Lamy, 

we stressed the EESC’s strong commitment to promote 

further civil society involvement in the monitoring of the 

EU’s trade agreements – such as the implementation of 

the Sustainable Development Chapter – as illustrated 

by the monitoring mechanism model which is already 

successfully operating under the EU-Korea FTA. Mr Lamy 

underlined that the Committee’s expertise would be also 

very valuable in the context of the fourth Global Aid for 

Trade Review which the WTO will organise in July 2013.

Combating 
poverty and 
exclusion 
Fighting against growing poverty

The European social model in all its different forms is 

under great pressure. Massive job losses are damaging 

people’s lives. At the same time, one of the headline 

targets of the Europe 2020 strategy is for Europe to have 

at least 20 million fewer people in or at risk of poverty and 

social exclusion by 2020. 

In June 2011, the Committee adopted its opinion on the 

Europe 2020 flagship initiative European Platform against 

Poverty and Social Exclusion, in which it welcomed the 

new holistic approach. In October of the same year, 

the Committee co-organised a workshop on “Building 

dynamic national, regional and local engagement in the 

fight against poverty” at the first convention linked to this 

flagship initiative, which took place in Cracow.

The EESC adopted an opinion on the future of the 

European Social Fund (ESF) after 2013 in which it stresses 

that the ESF should be the preferred instrument for 

implementing the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy with 

regard to employment, education, social inclusion and 

combating poverty. 

The opinions on cohesion and social policy coordination 

in the EU and on social impacts of the new economic 

governance legislation highlighted the impact of the 

austerity measures and called for a social investment 

pact. This idea has been taken on board by the 

Commission. In October 2011 the Committee drew 

attention to the issue of homelessness in an own-initiative 

opinion and a major hearing.
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Food security  
– a cross- 
cutting priority
The EESC organised in May 2011 a major international 

conference on global food security, in cooperation 

with the European Commission. “Food for everyone-

towards a global deal” gathered high-level speakers 

at EU and international level, as well as a large number 

of civil society organisations from all over the world. 

The conclusions included specific recommendations 

that were fed into discussions of the G20 Ministers 

of Agriculture on food security. Some of these 

recommendations were taken up on the G20 agenda. 

Under France’s presidency in 2011, the G20 created 

the agricultural market information system to improve 

market transparency and the rapid response forum that 

gives a possibility to react to crises on international food 

markets in a more coordinated way.

Because of the rising importance of food security,  food 

security has become a main political priority for the 

EESC, of a cross-cutting nature, incorporating agriculture, 

fisheries, development, trade and environment issues. 

In  2012 we  set up a Permanent Study Group on Food 

Security, to facilitate the participation of civil society 

organisations in the debate on food security and to 

deliver orientations for policy dialogue at European and 

international level.

In 2012-13 the Permanent Study Group on Food Security 

prepared an opinion on Civil society’s contribution 

to a strategy for prevention and reduction of food 

losses and food waste. Moreover, the Commission 

has invited the EESC to its platform on Food Waste and 

asked for cooperation on this topic for the upcoming 

“Communication on Sustainable Food” in 2013. The FAO 

is interested in continuing working with the EESC in the 

remit of its “Save Food” project. 

Since 2011 a delegation of EESC members has 

participated in Rome in the annual meeting of the 

Committee on World Food Security of the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO). . Our  members took 

part in different side-events and met representatives 

from national delegations, as well as international 

organisations and NGOs, in order to develop networks 

and promote the EESC’s work within the FAO.

Human rights 
and equal 
opportunities
Promoting human rights worldwide

The Committee on the European Instrument for 

Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) developed 

its activities on specific issues such as the economic, 

social and cultural rights in Tunisia, trade and human 

rights, the reform of the financial instruments for the EU 

external policy and on the concrete role of civil society 

as partners in the Development Cooperation Instrument. 

On this last issue the cooperation with the European 

Parliament has been excellent and the EESC positions 

have been taken into account in the Parliament’s report. 

As of 2012, the EIDHR Committee focuses its work on 

gender issues.
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The EESC maintained regular and sustained dialogue and 

cooperation with the International Labour Organisation 

(ILO) in several areas, such as the promotion of social 

dialogue and civil dialogue mechanisms in the Euromed 

countries, such as the setting-up of a Palestinian ESC, 

and the strengthening of the social economy sector in 

Latin America. An opinion on social protection in EU 

development cooperation is under way and is meant to 

give a strong support to the ILO initiative on the social 

protection floor.

A humane 
and positive 
immigration 
policy 
One of the challenges facing the EU is to manage 

immigration from third countries in a way beneficial 

for all parts and fully complying with human rights 

standards. A major conference devoted to this subject 

took place in March 2013. It was the second of an annual 

cycle of conferences co-organised with the Council of 

Europe and the French CESE. 

The Committee has kept on being a strong proponent 

of a common EU policy and common legislation on 

asylum and immigration. During this term of office, 

a number of opinions were adopted on immigration 

issues. These included the European Agenda for 

the integration of third-country nationals entry and 

residence of third-country nationals for the purposes of 

seasonal employment, intra-corporate transfers and the 

contribution of migrant entrepreneurs to the economy, 

with the latter calling for better recognition of the 

potential of migrant entrepreneurship.

Cooperation with the Commission and Commissioner 

Cecilia Malmström was further strengthened under the 

European Integration Forum. The forum has now held 

eight meetings, five of which have taken place during 

this term of office, and is affirming its role as the leading 

platform for dialogue on the integration of immigrants 

in Europe. It adopted its first political statement in 

the spring of 2012. The permanent study group on 

Integration and Immigration (IMI) has been active in 

preparing opinions on subjects related to the forum.

Enhancing rights and opportunities

Children are a special concern of the EESC. In December 

2011, the Committee adopted an opinion on the rights 

of the child and took part in the Commission’s European 

Forum on the Rights of the Child. The Committee 

has called for the other European institutions to put 

a strong focus on protecting and enforcing the rights 

of vulnerable groups of children. In May 2011, the 

Committee adopted an opinion on family policy and 

demographic change in which it pointed out that 

although family policies do not fall within the remit 

of the European Union, the EU may enact legislation 

on balancing work and family life, equality at work 

between women and men, and child protection and 

development. 

The Committee has adopted an opinion on the 

protection of children against sexual abuse and 

contributed directly to the Council of Europe’s campaign 

against child abuse by providing translation assistance 

so that the material could be made available in all the 

official EU languages. The Committee also launched a 

public database of best practice of civil society actors 
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in this area. On top of that, the EESC has made strong 

recommendations concerning the welfare of children in 

the context of the European Drugs Policy and combating 

adult alcoholism, drug abuse and violence as well as 

domestic violence against women.

The EESC has firmly promoted crime victims’ rights and 

access to justice in other EU countries. The Committee 

was encouraged to be involved in the implementation of 

the Directive on rights, protection and support of victims 

of crime, especially in the framework of the European 

Year of Citizens. 

The EESC has continued to focus on the situation of 

people with disabilities, with opinions on the European 

Disability Strategy, and various events, including an LMO 

conference on the labour market participation of people 

with intellectual impairment or relational problems, held 

in Brussels in November 2012. 

Regarding equality issues, the Committee worked on 

women entrepreneurs, on the gender dimension in 

the Europe 2020 strategy and on discrimination in the 

workplace based on sexual orientation.

Furthermore, the Committee has done a lot of work 

in the area of active ageing. The Committee has had 

a specific coordination group dedicated to following 

activities during the European Year for Active Ageing 

(2012) and organising a series of hearings and 

conferences on topics such as “Growing old in good 

health” and “Humanising working conditions for senior 

workers”, with wide consultation of experts and relevant 

civil society actors.̀



   the EESC 
and its way
  of working
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Engaging with 
the European 
Parliament 

Citizens’ elected representatives and citizens’ 

associations need to work together for better policies 

for people. Since the entry into force of the Lisbon 

Treaty, political and administrative relations between 

the EP and the EESC have grown from strength to 

strength. Indeed, closer cooperation has been put 

in place for the EP’s consultation of the EESC and as 

a result of the now more or less exclusive use of the 

ordinary legislative procedure. 

 

We have nurtured more boldly political relations at 

the highest level with the European Parliament and 

no doubt that all members cultivate more intensively 

relations with the Members of the European Parliament. 

At the March 2012 plenary session, at the very start of 

his term of office, EP President Martin Schulz stated his 

determination to work ‘hand in hand’ with the EESC. 

In February 2013, we intervened in the meeting of the 

Presidents of the European Parliament’s committees 

where we expressed the EESC’s commitment to a form 

of inter-institutional cooperation that is more systematic 

and based on political will. 

Engaging with 
the European 
Commission

On 22 February 2012 we have signed the new 

cooperation agreement with the European Commission. 

The main achievements of the new agreement include 

the recognition of the EESC’s role, which is to enable 

civil society to participate in the processes of policy 

development and decision-making in the European 

Union in the light of Article 11 of Treaty on European 

Union. The EESC is also given a more proactive and 

strategic role; namely the EESC now contributes to 

the establishing the EU’s political priorities and work 

programme. The EESC’s role as an intermediary between 

the national and European levels through the network 

of national Economic and Social Councils has also been 

highlighted in the cooperation agreement.

A number of discussions at the highest level took 

place, including the attendance of EU Commission 

President Mr Barroso at the EESC plenary sessions in 

March 2010, February 2012 and February 2013, and at 

other EESC events such as the one held alongside the 

Rio+20 Summit. On each of these occasions, Mr Barroso 

highlighted the important role of the EESC in the 

European project and as a bridge between the European 

institutions and civil society. 

 

The various EU Commissioners attended plenary sessions 

to discuss subjects of topical importance with EESC 

members in thematic debates and at other theme-based 

events. 
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Engaging 
with the 
Presidencies  
of the 
Council of 
the European 
Union 
Relations with the Hungarian, Polish, Danish and Cypriot 

Presidencies of the Council of the European Union have 

been close and productive, with a series of exploratory 

opinions requested by the presidencies and the joint 

organisation of a large number of events, attended by 

representatives of the governments of the countries 

holding the presidency. 

 

On several occasions, we participated and voiced the 

Committee’s stance and recommendations at informal 

council meetings (including the EPSCO council, the 

informal meeting of Ministers of Culture and Audio-visual 

Affairs, the Informal Council of Ministers responsible for 

Regional Policy) and at high-level events organised by 

the presidencies, such as the Eastern Partnership Forum 

organised by the Polish Presidency. 

Engaging with 
the European 
Council 
Relations with the European Council are conducted 

through the respective presidencies and essentially concern 

the contribution of the Committee and the network of 

economic and social councils of the European Union in the 

field of the Europe 2020 strategy. When we first met him 

on 9 February 2011, Mr Van Rompuy expressed particular 

interest in the EESC’s work with the network of national ESCs. 

 

This on-going dialogue bore fruit in the conclusions of the 

Spring 2011 European Council, in which the involvement of 

the EESC, among others, was recognised as being essential 

to the success of the Europe 2020 Strategy. As a result, 

policy debates organised as part of the work of the Europe 

2020 Steering Committee were attended by members of 

the private office of the President of the European Council. 

We also spoke to the political decision-makers at the 

European Council meeting held on 22 and 23 November 

2012 in the run-up to negotiations on the EU’s multiannual 

financial framework for the period 2014-2020. 

On 17 January 2013, Mr Van Rompuy’s statement to the 

EESC plenary session sparked a lively debate on the current 

European Council guidelines and future efforts to boost 

the social dimension of economic and monetary union. 

In this context, we recalled the Committee’s work 30 

Proposals for “Stepping up for a stronger Europe”, which is 

our expertise pooled together for short- and medium-term 

reflection about overcoming the crisis and giving Europe 

new momentum. We welcomed Mr Van Rompuy’s request 

for an EESC opinion on measures to speed up economic 

recovery and job creation ahead of the June 2013 European 

Council. 
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Engaging 
with the 
Committee of 
the Regions
Our relations with the Committee of the Regions are 

governed by the administrative cooperation agreement 

renewed in 2008, however during the last two and a 

half years we tried to deepen the political cooperation 

between the two bodies. We agreed to cooperate on a 

number of issues of common interest. 

These include the common policy measures carried out 

under the Europe 2020 Strategy and aimed at combating 

the economic and social crisis, as well as the initiative 

to adopt a document calling for a coordinated EU 

response to the events shaking up North Africa and the 

Middle East and the decision to align their future action 

in response to the historical events taking place in the 

Southern Mediterranean. 

We have also decided to cooperate on the European 

Citizens’ Initiative, as members of both Committees 

are close to citizens and prone to promote this new 

democratic transnational tool. We have already organised 

together two editions of the Citizens’ Initiative Annual 

Day “Sign up to it”. The channels used by organised civil 

society, alongside the elected leaders, allow citizens to 

express even better their views on important policies 

which affect their lives.

Communicat-
ing about  
the EESC,  
civil society 
and Europe
We all know that communicating about our work to 

the media has always been a challenge, simply because 

we are not producing news all the time. We are giving 

a piece of advice, we make recommendations, and we 

often flag up concerns about EU decisions or the way 

policies are made. 

However when we, as a Committee, are doing a good 

job on our opinions, when we, as a Committee, respond 

timely with statements on the current EU political affairs, 

when we anticipate well in advance our input into 

the EU policy and decision-making agenda, when we 

participate as much as possible in different initiatives 

with high-quality interventions, then we can make 

ourselves and our messages heard and visible. This is 

what creates and builds our reputation. One important 

element in creating and building our reputation is to act 

and communicate as one Committee, while tapping into 

the energy of our members. Our value added in the EU 

participatory governance stands in our uniqueness as 

one entity bringing all different and opposing interests 

together. United in our diversity. 
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Together with Vice-president for communications 

Anna-Maria Darmanin and Vice-president for budget 

Jacek Krawczyk, we used several channels in order 

to communicate about the EESC and the role of civil 

society; intervention and representation in conferences 

everywhere in Europe and elsewhere in the world 

where we felt the EESC needed to be heard; interviews 

published in the press as well as opinion articles; “Staffan 

Nilsson’s Comment” targeted EU leaders and officials 

and all the stakeholders we have been in touch with on 

various policy areas. Staffan Nilsson’s comments have 

always been about the role of civil society, about the 

role of the EESC, and about pleading for more Europe, 

from the perspective of different policies. We have 

made extensive use of online social media tools as we 

need to enter into a conversation with people and their 

organisations on the work we do. However we digital 

tools can help as long as content remains king. 

A concluding 
thought

Our opinions remain the core work of our Committee. 

However the times to simply work on opinions have 

gone. We as EESC members need to be experts, 

communicators, spokespersons, advocates, leaders of 

our organisations, opinion leaders in our community 

at home – all at the same time, in an ever-changing 

environment, in an Euro-sceptical Europe. We must 

remain open and focused. These are the challenges 

we have all undertaken. However we remain optimistic 

that each and every contribution and effort counts in 

the endeavour to bring people’s concerns, needs and 

aspirations on the EU agenda, and to bring the EU closer 

to people. 
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