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Culture – the Heart and Soul of Europe
Cultural activities at the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)

From Beethoven to the Beatles, Van Gogh to Velasquez, Havel
to Homer, the list of great European musicians, painters, poets,
thinkers, movers and shakers is awe-inspiring. Europe’s cultural
diversity, its many different languages and traditions, beliefs and
ideas, is, without doubt, the EU’s greatest asset.

The EESC Culture Programme is part of that process. It gives
creative European talent a window on a world that often appears
off-limits, it shows European citizens that there is more to the EU
than bankers and bureaucracy and, most important of all, it helps
generate respect for difference among the peoples of Europe.

To encourage greater understanding and appreciation of our
cultural heritage and to help nurture new talent, the EESC organises
a programme of exhibitions and events showcasing the wealth of
our diversity. Working in partnership with groups from throughout
the EU, the EESC gives aspiring artists, designers, film-makers,
photographers and many others that all-important exposure at EU
level.

On behalf of the EESC, I want to thank all our partners for their
contribution to the success of our cultural events.

This booklet outlines the events that have taken place from 20102013 and details the support provided by the local, regional or
national partner involved. It covers a wide variety subjects, some
to celebrate the particular EU Presidency, such as the restoration
of the home of the Crown Prince of Denmark, some to mark the
European Year, such as a series of documentary films on the Year of
Active aging, and some just to show off the tremendous talent that
exists within our borders.

I hope it encourages you to come along to our events and learn
more about the real meaning of the EU motto – ‘Unity in Diversity’.

EESC Members are business people, trade unionists and
representatives from organisations such as consumers,
environmentalists, farmers, youth and women’s groups, from all
over the EU. We work together using our combined expertise in our
different fields to give advice to EU lawmakers. Widely regarded
as an important link between grass roots groups at home and EU
Institutions in Brussels, the EESC helps get their message to the
heart of Europe and relays EU information back to them.

Special thanks goes to the Cultural Sub-Committee, Anne-Marie
Sigmund, Alexander Graf von Schwerin and Jose Maria Espuny
Moyano, for their work on the programme and to the staff team for
putting it together.

Jane Morrice
EESC Vice-President

Faces
of
Women

The EESC chose International Women’s Day as the occasion
to launch this unique photo exhibition, giving a close-up
look at women living in Iran and Egypt.

Visitors showed a keen interest in this exhibition as it
presented two different photographic approaches –
Iranian women seen from a female perspective and
Egyptian women seen from a male perspective. Both artists
depicted the contrasts between tradition and modernism
which these women have to face.

Photographs/Portraits of Women in Iran and Egypt
By Ulla Kimmig and Matjaz Kacicnik

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

8 – 16 March 2010
Supported by:
Centre Culturel Arabe | Institut européen de
la Culture arabe laïque et indépendent

Diversity in Unity introduced four female Irish painters
based in Belgium. They used different artistic styles to
present their view of Ireland from abroad and the world
around them here in Belgium.

The exhibition was part of the Irish Evening held at the
EESC on 17 March 2010, i.e. St Patrick’s Day, which gave the
event an additional Irish flavour.

Paintings by

Diversity
in
Unity

Gillian Murphy, Helen O’Sullivan-Tyrrell, Siobhán Leonard, Fiona O’Farrell

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

17 – 23 March 2010
Supported by:
Irish Permanent Representation

This concert was an important part of the Biennale
that took place in Florence during the mandate of EESC
President Mario Sepi.

Biennale –
Orchestra
di Piazza
Vittorio

The Orchestra di Piazza Vittorio is based in Italy and its
musicians come from different ethnic backgrounds. It
unites people of the most diverse cultures, using the
universal language of music. It is a unique example of social
integration through music.

This concert in Florence built on the incredible success of
an Orchestra Piazza di Vittorio concert previously held by
the EESC in Brussels in November 2008.

Teatro della Pergola
via della Pergola 12/32
50121 Florence | Italy

21 MaY 2010
Supported by:
Regione Toscana, Teatro della Pergola

The exhibition ‘The Mediterranean Corridor – 2000 years

The
MEditerranean
Corridor –
2000 years
uniting Europe

uniting Europe’ provided a chronological and thematic
presentation of the survival of the Algeciras-PerpignanLyon coastal road, a meeting point in a huge branched
network extending towards Italy, France, Germany, Belgium,
the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. A Corridor with
2000 years of history behind it, generating flows between
the Mediterranean and Europe.

The REX section supported the initiative, which is also
linked to cooperation in the Mediterranean.

Spanish EU Presidency

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

26 May – 7 June 2010
Supported by:
Fundación Comunidad Valenciana – Región
Europea, Generalitat Valenciana, Demetrio
Ribes UVEG-FGV

InBETWEEN –
Literature
Lunches
2010

In line with the European Thematic Year 2010, these literary
readings were designed to significantly enhance the EESC’s
understanding of processes of disadvantage and to explore
unanswered questions in the debate on eradicating
poverty and social exclusion.

The selected authors themselves came from a wide range
of geographical and social backgrounds. Their protagonists
have to cope with crucial levels of social disadvantage in
their lives. They have to struggle for survival in grassroots
situations, face up to prejudice, poverty, and even naked
hatred from their neighbours – but always find a way out.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Terrace | Atrium |
6th Floor | Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

17 June | Helen Walsh (UK)
24 June | Eva Maliti-Franova (SK)
01 July | Radu Adulescu (RO)
08 July | Lars Husum (DK)
Supported by:
EUNIC | British Council | Permanent
Representation of Slovakia | Romanian
Cultural Institute | Danish Cultural
Institute

A first Culture Watch Europe conference on this topic,
held in June 2009 in Krakow, generated insights and
recommendations for governments and other cultural
stakeholders on stronger integration in the central and
eastern European countries. This conference was a followup to the FOCUS 89 conference, held at the EESC in October
2009. It was a major conference on the financial crisis and

Culture and
the policies
of change
CONFERENCE

cultural institutions.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 B-1040 Brussels

6 – 7 September 2010
Supported by: Council of Europe – Culture
Watch Europe (CWE) | European Commission
DG EAC | EUNIC | British Council | Culture
Action Europe | Belgian Government

These events are designed to take people on interesting and
entertaining musical journeys across Europe. Nevertheless,
the EESC wants its music events – an important part of its
cultural activities – to go beyond the entertainment factor.
Music is a crucial part of the European cultural heritage and
has shaped European identity.

Selected composers that left a trace are put into their
European context. They were European citizens whose
lives and oeuvre are embedded in European traditions
and who have left an enduring musical heritage for future

Musical Journeys through Europe

generations.

Robert and Clara Schumann

Come ‘N’
Listen –

European Economic and Social Committee
Van Maerlant Building
La Brasserie
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

27 OCTOBER 2010
Musicians:
Albane Carrère, mezzo-soprano
Liam Ó Brádaigh, baritone
David Miller, piano

100 Years
of Abstract
Art in
Belgium

In cooperation with the René Magritte Museum, the EESC
presented the paintings and sculptures of five Belgian
artists to celebrate a century of abstract art. At the same
time, the museum hosted an exhibition on the works of
other artists working in this area. This established cultural
dialogue between the EESC and a Brussels institution.

Belgian EU presidency

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

15 September – 16 November 2010
Supported by:
René Magritte Museum, Brussels

In cooperation with the European Parliament, the EESC
hosted the award of the LUX film prize. In the presence
of film director Fatih Akin and actress Hanna Schygulla,
both internationally renowned, the Goethe-Institut Brüssel
released the DVD of the winning movie, which has been

LUX
Film
Prize Award

translated into all the official EU languages.

DVD Release of Fatih Akin’s

‘Auf der anderen Seite’

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | JDE63 | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

10 November
Supported by:
European Parliament, Goethe-Institut
brüssel

Bridges on
the Danube
River

This photo exhibition showcased a selection of bridges
spanning the Danube, which flows through ten countries.
No other geographical landmark in Europe links so
many countries. As a result, this exhibition was of unique
importance to Hungary since the Danube strategy was one
of the Hungarian EU presidency’s main priorities.

“Travellers use the bridges and cross them, but often fail to
see the striking beauty.” Gyukics Péter

Hungarian EU presidency

Photographs by Gyukics Péter

European Economic and Social Committee
Jacques Delors Building | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

19 January – 10 February 2011
Supported by:
Hungarian Culture Brussels (HCB), the
cultural service of the Permanent
Representation of Hungary to the EU

New
Young
Europeans

Due to the extraordinary success of the first edition,
this book was re-printed at the beginning of 2011. This
publication is based on a project carried out in cooperation
with British Council in 2005 but is still a topical and relevant
testimony of young Europeans – their fears and hopes
for their own future and their families living in Europe.
This second edition of 1 000 copies includes an updated
message from the EESC. It is available for members and staff
to give away as a gift with a strong civil society message on
Europe’s future.

BOOK

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

Available from the first quarter 2011
Supported by:
British Council

Women and
Climate
Change –
The Road to
Durban

The EESC decided to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of International Women’s Day by focusing on the problems
women currently have to face because of climate change.
Women in third world countries are often the main victims
of rising global temperatures, which is not often the first
fact that springs to mind.

It is time to acknowledge these problems as a first step
towards improvements which could lead to a better
tomorrow.

The International Women’s Day and its 100th anniversary
Discourse

Jacques Delors Building
Atrium | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

8 March 2011
Speaker:
Anne Bergenfelt, prinicipal adviser on
Climate Action to Member of the European
Commission Connie Hedegard

The Life
on the
Street

This exhibition of Vasile Gabi Grama’s work was initiated by
Eugen Lucan, an EESC member, and held on the sidelines
of the EESC hearing on “Combating Homelessness”.

Vasile Gabi Grama used to live on the streets. Now, together
with the team of SAMUSOCIAL in Romania, he is helping
the homeless to integrate. His graphics show both the
tragedy of homeless people and the compassion and hope
born on the streets.

graphics by Vasile Gabi Grama

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | FOYER | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

19 April 2011

OPENCities
and
Economic
Recovery

The conference focused on what it means to be an OPENCity
in practical terms, and on the specific strategies that help
cities to attract and retain population. It showcased the
products and activities along the two-year timeline of the
project, which was implemented by the British Council and
a group of European cities, and co-funded by the URBACT
programme of the European Commission. The conference
was held to raise awareness and promote political debate
between city authorities and European institutions on the
subject of openness and on how cities could incorporate it
in their political agendas.

Why city openness matters during recession
Conference

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Jacques Delors Building
5th and 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

25 May 2011
Supported by:
British Council, European Commission –
URBACT II Programme
Partner cities include Bilbao, Cardiff,
Dublin, Düsseldorf, Nitra, Poznan, Sofia and
Vienna.

IN BETWEEN –
austria
Contem
porary
Exhibition

“In Between. Austria Contemporary” is a travelling
exhibition and this was its first visit to Brussels. Art works
specially selected for the EESC presented several trends in
contemporary Austrian art that gave an insight into the art
scene in Austria. The exhibition had already been to Israel,
Cyprus, Croatia, Montenegro, Hungary, Liechtenstein and
Austria.

The EESC’s annual literary readings were held in parallel
under the same title. In this case, “InBetween” stands for
the creative tension between different cultures and the
intercultural dialogue that connects them.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

14 June – 7 July 2011
Supported by:
Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and
Culture, Republic of Austria, Permanent
Representation of Austria to the European
Union

Come ‘N’
Listen –

European Economic and Social Committee

Come’N’Listen

Musical journeys through Europe
Voyages musicaux à travers l’Europe

Musical Journeys through Europe
Franz Liszt – Superstar

The EESC took this opportunity to celebrate the 200th
anniversary of Liszt’s birthday in 2011, in the context of the
Hungarian EU presidency.

Franz Liszt is still widely regarded as the greatest piano
virtuoso of all times. He was probably the first musician to
achieve superstar status and to be adored by the masses.
His oeuvre inspired his own era and goes well beyond
its 19th century limitations. He prepared the ground for
the future development of new schools such as the Late
Romantic, Impressionist, and Atonal schools.

This musical evening gave an overview of four important
aspects of Franz Liszt – his life, his music, his women and
his spirituality.

Franz Liszt ar
t
s
r
e
p

su

15-06-2011

6.30 – 9.00pm / 18h30 – 21h00

European Economic and Social Committee
Van Maerlant Building
La Brasserie
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

15 June 2011
Musicians:
Hanna Bardos-Feltoronyi, mezzo-soprano
Dmytro Sukhovienko, piano

The Polish artist Paweł Kuczyński is committed and
uncompromising in his political commentary and social

Paweł
Kuczyński
Satirical
Drawings

critique. He uses surrealistic images and visual metaphors,
mixed with black humour, to present concrete and
contemporary topics, made familiar by the media, in a
different form.

The exhibition comprised 86 caricatures and was the first
of several cultural events held by the EESC in the context of
the Polish EU presidency.

Polish EU presidency

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

14 July – 29 July 2011
Supported by:
Museum of Caricature, Warsaw

InBETWEEN –
Literature
Lunches
2011

In line with EESC vice-president Anna Maria Darmanin’s
view that “Europe is a great place to live!”, literature lunches
give the floor to contemporary authors who, through their
individual views, express the concerns of people living in
Europe and at the same time inspire the European public
to engage in intercultural dialogue. This also allows the
EESC to contribute to the concept of multilingualism as an
important component of European identity.

In their literary works, the selected authors portray
European grassroots situations and landscapes, discuss
free movement in the EU and how people deal with life
in Europe.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Terrace/Atrium |
6th Floor | Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

16 June | Ádám Nádasy (HU)
23 June | Jeroen Olyslaegers (BE/NL)
07 July | Antoine Cassar (MT)
14 July | Jacek Dehnel (PL)
Supported by:
Hungarian Culture Brussels (HCB) | VlaamsNederlands Huis deBuren | Migrants’
Solidarity Movement, Malta | Polish
Cultural Institute, Brussels

EESC Design
Eleven
AGELESS
DESIGN
Award ceremony and exhibition

Design for all generations

Following the successful outcome of the first EESC Design
ZeroNine award the European Economic and Social
Committee (EESC) launched a second competition to
create an innovative, sustainable and functional design
product with a strong civil society message.
“EESC Design Eleven – 2011 European Design Award for
A Sustainable Present” was aimed at design students
and designers in all 27 EU Member States and European
designers living abroad. The winning object the KeepCool
pot, created by the Belgian designer Vincent Gerkens, was
produced in a limited edition and distributed as part of the
EESC’s communication strategy in 2012, the European Year
of Active Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity.
The exhibition and a dedicated catalogue showcase the
three winning entries and a selection of the best entries
chosen by the international expert jury.

European Economic and Social Committee
Jacques Delors Building | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels
21 September – 21 October 2011
European Commission
DG Enterprise and Industry
Breydel Building Avenue d’Auderghem 45
B-1040 Brussels
9 – 28 November 2011
Supported by:
European Commission DG Enterprise
and Industry, CUMULUS (International
Association of Universities and Colleges of
Art, Design and Media) and EIDD (Design for
All Europe), Design September, Brussels

2011 was designated as the International Year of Chemistry
(IYC) by UNESCO and IUPAC (the International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry, responsible for the systematic
naming of new chemicals). The EESC decided to make a
contribution through its ongoing culture programme in
recognition of the contribution that chemistry and related
sciences had made to the growth of European culture and
its obvious importance in resolving current problems and
building more sustainable foundations for the future.
The exhibitions, presentations and quizzes brought together
a number of past, present and future themes representing
life as we currently know it: Solar Impulse plane, catalytic
clothing, Maria Skłodowska-Curie Exhibition, Our Children
on Water Image Display, interactive quizzes and games in
the Café Chimique.

Chemistry
& Culture
Thematic week

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels
3 – 7 October 2011
Supported by:
RSC (Royal Society of Chemistry), Permanent
Representation of the Republic of Poland to
the EU, European Association for Chemical
and Molecular Sciences (EuCheMS), Solvay,
Technopolis – Science Centre, Mechelen,
Centre for Sustainable Fashion, University
of Ulster, London College of Fashion, Helen
Storey Foundation (HSF), ecsite (European
Network of Science Centres and Museums),
PolSCA – Polish Academy of Sciences

The exhibition was held during the thematic week on
‘Chemistry as Culture’, during the International Year of

Marie
Skłodowska-Curie

Chemistry.

It presented the life and work of the Polish born Nobel prize
winner Marie Sklodowska-Curie, and showed what it was
like to be a foreign female student and (later on) researcher
at that time.

exhibition

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | atrium | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

3 – 7 October 2011
Supported by: Permanent Representation
of the Republic of Poland to the European
Union, Polish Science Contact Agency

Poems on the
Underground
Pick a Poem

The EESC took part in the campaign “Poems on the
Underground”, which was part of the official calendar of
the Polish EU presidency.

Poems translated into different languages were displayed
in different parts of the EESC buildings for people to take
away. The EESC has included this activity in its long-term
cultural programme under the title Pick a Poem, as part of
an interactive approach to literary culture in Europe.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | FOYER | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

25 October 2011 – ongoing initiative
Supported by:
British Council, Polish Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mayor of Warsaw, Polish Ministry
of Culture

Come ‘N’
Listen –

In line with the Come ‘N’ Listen series of musical events,
this time, Polish film soundtracks were highlighted.
Internationally renowned Polish films were presented from
their musical perspective.

The event was a mixture of live presentations, including
piano and saxophone pieces, film scenes and background
information putting Polish films into their European context.

Musical Journeys through Europe

Discover Poland through the best of its film music

Poland
sound-tracked

European Economic and Social Committee
Van Maerlant Building
La Brasserie
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

26 October 2011 | 6.30 p.m.
Musicians: Cezariusz Gadzina, saxophone
Anna Ciborowska, piano
Introduction to Polish Film Music
Prof. dr hab. Tadeusz Lubelski, Institute
of Audiovisual Arts of the Jagiellonian
University, Cracow, Poland

This was another exhibition in ‘The Great Poles’ series.
Portrait photographs of nearly one hundred prominent
artists were taken by Czesław Czapliński. The people
captured in the photographic frame included actors,
architects, conductors, film directors, photographers,
graphic designers, instrumentalists, composers, painters,
musicians, writers, poets, poster artists, directors, sculptors,
scene designers and translators. All the people portrayed
associate their artistic achievements and their European
prestige with Poland.

Artists
for
Europe

Photographs by Czesław Czapliński

European Commission
Charlemagne Building
Rue de la Loi 170
B-1000 Brussels
13 – 14 July 2011
Presentation on plasma screens during the
plenary
European Economic and Social Committee
Jacques Delors Building | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels
7 – 22 December 2011

Supported by:
Royal Łazienki Museum, Warsaw

This exhibition was produced in cooperation with the
EESC as a cultural celebration of the Danish EU- Presidency
in the first half of 2012 and then went around the world.
A Modern Royal Household showcased the restoration
and contemporary artistic decoration of Frederik VIII’s

The Danish Crown Prince Couple’s New Home

Photographs by Torben Eskerod and Roberto Fortuna

A Modern Royal
Household

Palace in Amalienborg, Copenhagen. The restoration was
carried out between 2004 and 2010 to make the palace a
proper new residence for the Danish Crown Prince Couple.
Ten Danish contemporary artists were invited to participate
in this project: Olafur Eliasson, Jesper Christiansen, Erik A.
Frandsen, Tal R, John Kørner, Kathrine Ærtebjerg, Morten
Schelde, Signe Guttormsen, Eske Kath and Kaspar Bonnén.
The artists rose to the challenge of decorating a historic
building and royal residence in quite different ways
but they have all given the palace a modern touch and
contributed to signalling that the Danish royal family is
modern and keeps up with the times. Both the restoration
and the artistic interior decorations stand out as significant
examples of the skills of Danish craftsmanship, architecture
and art in maintaining a piece of Danish cultural heritage.
Last, but not least, the exhibition showed how a modern
royal family with four children lives today.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | FOYER | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

19 January – 23 March 2012
Supported by:
Danish Cultural Institute/Benelux,
Realdania

Visit of the Royal
Highnesses Crown
Prince Frederik
and Crown
Princess Mary of
Denmark

Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Frederik and Crown
Princess Mary of Denmark visited the exhibition ‘A Modern
Royal Household’ while they were in Brussels.

The Royal couple were greeted by EESC President Staffan
Nilsson and Danish EESC members before being escorted
around the newly created exhibition.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

26 January 2012
Supported by:
Danish Cultural Institute/Benelux, Royal
Danish Embassy in Brussels, Belgium

Participation
of the
EESC at the
Creators
Conference

The EESC participated in several activities of the Creators
Conference, during which they distributed several opinions
on related topics.

Staffan Nilsson, EESC President, took part in a panel
discussion on coercive practices which directly affect the
professional life of composers and songwriters.

Théâtre du Vaudeville
Galerie de la Reine 13-15
1000 Brussels

2 – 3 February 2012
Partner: European Composer & Songwriter
Alliance (ECSA)

The Crown
Prince
Couple’s
new home

This TV documentary relating to the exhibition ‘A Modern
Royal Household’ gave an insight into how the substantial
restoration work was carried out and the close cooperation
of a wide range of craftsmen, architects and artists. The
Danish Crown Prince and Crown Princess were deeply
involved in every aspect of the restoration of their new
home, and had to make numerous decisions before they
were finally able to move into the renovated palace in 2010.

TV Documentary

European Economic and Social Committee
Jacques Delors Building | Atrium | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

1 March 2012 | 12.30 p.m. – 1.45 p.m.
Supported by:
Danish Cultural Institute/Benelux, Danish
Broadcasting Corporation (Danmarks
Radio), Broodje Brussel

Rematerialize
the
Future!

The International travelling exhibition ‘Rematerialize’
concentrated on the rematerialization of products. This
exhibition focused on quality materials made from familiar
and ordinary things that underwent a serious revaluation
to create a more sustainable world. These materials have
nothing in common with the exhausted recycled products
of the past. On the contrary, they are ‘rematerialized’ into
better products. This strong trend in the way new materials
are developing raises great expectations for the future.

Exhibition by Material Sense, Eindhoven
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

2 May – 1 June 2012
Supported by:
Material Sense, Eindhoven, Flemish-Dutch
House deBuren, Brussels

Crime and detective stories

InBETWEEN –
Literature
Lunches
2012

The focus for 2012 was crime and detective stories, an
increasingly popular literary genre with a long international
tradition.
The selected authors represented a new generation
that portrayed detectives as people fighting terrible
crimes which took place where they lived and worked.
They represented a new generation of detectives whose
investigations not only sought to find the murderer but
also to offer complex insights into the world around them,
which often included an exploration of their inner selves.
This approach has resulted in more complex portrayals of
people and the world they live in. This allows readers to
gain more insight into the process. They are more involved
in societal processes throughout the story.
The EESC saw this series as an entertaining way to improve
understanding of Europeans in their cultural environment.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Terrace/Atrium |
6th Floor | Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

14 June | Eva Rossmann (AT)
23 June | Julie Hastrup (DK)
05 July | Simon Lelic (UK)
12 July | Philip Davison (IR)
Supported by:
Austrian Cultural Forum, Brussels | Danish
Cultural Institute/Benelux | British Council,
Brussels | Permanent Representation of
Ireland to the EU, Brussels

EESC Design 11 exhibition was invited by Messe Frankfurt to
present the outcomes of the EESC Design 11 competition.

Design
Eleven
exhibition
at Tendence

The exhibition was displayed in the entrance hall, which
was dedicated to design products and especially young
talents.

‘Tendence’ is the biggest international fair for consumer
goods, and this was an excellent opportunity to promote
the EESC and its policies through the Design 11 exhibition.
According to press publications, 40 000 visitors attended
the fair.

Messe Frankfurt, Germany

Messe Frankfurt GmbH
Ludwig-Erhard-Anlage 1
D-60327 Frankfurt a. M.
23 – 29 August 2012
Supported by:
Messe Frankfurt GmbH

Envision
Cyprus –
Memories
Alive

Art work by

Efi Savvidis and Kyriaki Costa

‘Envision Cyprus – Memories Alive‘ was a cultural celebration
of the Cyprus presidency of the Council of the European
Union at the EESC in Brussels.

Efi Savvides and Kyriaki Costa, two female artists, gave
us a taste of life as they experience it in Cyprus today
and presented it through their art work. Their modes of
expression differ, but both show strong ties with traditions
people have created themselves or as they are experienced
today. Both go one step further since they see these
traditions as part of a society’s memory – an aspect of the
past that is still alive today.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

18 September – 9 November 2012
Supported by:
Ministry of Education and Culture in Cyprus |
Permanent Representation of Cyprus to the
EU in Brussels

The EESC formally welcomed the European Year for Active
Ageing (2012) by stressing the need to change negative
perceptions of older people as a burden on society. The
EESC saw the European Year as an important opportunity
to raise awareness about what ageing means and to
challenge misconceptions and discrimination.
The selected documentaries and films illustrated a range
of themes showing varied portraits of ageless experiences
and intergenerational dialogue: love and sexuality in
old age, creativity and activity in old age, and living in a

Amongst
and
Active

Film portraits of ageless experiences

multicultural environment in old age.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Atrium | 6th Floor |
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

3 September | Cloud 9
Andreas Dresen | Movie | 2007/2008
13 September | Ladies and gentlemen 65 and
above
Lilo Mangelsdorff | Documentary | 2002
26 September | Ms Muyan sings. The
multicultural retirement home ‘Haus am
Sandberg’
Hilde Bechert | Documentary | 2011
Supported by: Goethe-Institut Brüssel |
Altenheim ‘Haus am Sandberg'

Europa – or
The Fabulous
Fate of Heroes
of Mythical
Tales

National Institutes for Culture) were asked to recommend
national tales and stories. Constance Félix was inspired
by some of them to write a ‘European tale’, which brings
together the various stories and characters of different
European folklores. She takes the legend of Europa as a
starting point in order to create a unique new version of
this story.

This European tale sets out to bridge cultures and
languages and to tell a universal story that places European
experiences and knowledge in a social and entertaining
context.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | ATRIUM | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

20 November 2012
Supported by:
Alliance Française, Brussels

CoHousing
Cultures
An exhibition about

self-organised, community-oriented and sustainable housing

This exhibition was held during the European Year of
‘Active Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity’ to present
a very diverse range of initiatives and projects to develop
new forms of housing.

CoHousing cultures are emerging internationally to
reflect the variety of regional traditions, languages and
possibilities. In a number of European cities, alternative
models for living together have been created, expressing
both people’s interest in self-organisation, collaboration
and cooperation and the need for ecological, affordable
and socially designed homes. The passionate commitment
to increasing the number of people in the various
communities and cities is bringing life and energy to this
unique movement.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

23 November 2012 – 11 January 2013
Supported by:
id22: Institute for Creative Sustainability:
experimentcity | Berlin Senate’s Department
for Urban Development and the
Environment

EESC Members and staff who love poetry were invited to
send their own short creative and poetic thoughts to be
displayed around the EESC in places which people walk
past every day. Five poems were selected by the cultural

Pick a P

sub-committee because they all had a message for the
reader.

These five poems, written in different European languages

and various styles, were translated into the three major
European languages. They deal with daily concerns and
give food for thought. They are proof of a multicultural and
multilingual Europe, but they are also proof of what unites
us as European citizens.

Pick a
Poem

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

Launch of the ongoing initiative:
5 December 2012

Participation
of the EESC at
the Creators
Conference

The EESC participated in several activities of the Creators
Conference, during which they distributed several opinions
on related topics.

Anna Maria Darmann, EESC Vice-president, was invited to
discuss what Europe can do in order to serve as a pole of
attraction for creation and freedom of art.

The Creators Conference is a conference on freedom of
speech, technology and author’s rights.

Théâtre du Vaudeville
Galerie de la Reine 13-15
1000 Brussels

19 – 20 February 2013
Partner:
European Composer & Songwriter Alliance
(ECSA)

The exhibition ‘Cultural Freedom in Europe’ dealt with the
critical fundamentalsof the European mind and reflected on

Cultural
Freedom
in
Europe

cultural freedom from various perspectives. It was part of
Europe (to the power of) n, a transregional art project carried
out with 11 institutions inside and outside the European
Union. The art exhibition on Europe was displayed at three
different locations in the European district in Brussels. It
included works from more than thirty artists from fifteen
countries: Michael Aerts, Reza Aramesh, Davide Bertocchi,
Olaf Breuning, Veronica Brovall, Tim Eitel, Sylvie Fleury,
Clegg & Guttmann, Rainer Ganahl, Johan Van Geluwe,
goldiechiari, Ane Hjort Guttu, Eberhard Havekost, Enrique
Marty, Tony Matelli, Josephine Meckseper, Philip Metten,
Jonathan Monk, Frank Nitsche, Nils Norman, Reynold
Reynolds & Patrick Jolley, Ariel Schlesinger, Hannes Schmid,
Anne-Marie Schneider, Nedko Solakov, Helmut Stallaerts,
Koen Vanmechelen, Heidi Voet.

European Economic and Social Committee
Jacques Delors Building | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels
Art exhibition: 13 February – 14 March 2013
Part of the exhibition COULD be seen in Foyer
5 and at Goethe-Institut Brüssel.
Symposium: 14 February | 2 p.m. – 6 p.m. | JDE 52
Supported by:
Committee of the Regions, Goethe-Institut
Brüssel and Sint-Lukas Gallery Brussels

The World of
Livstycket About Migrant
Women and
Integration

Livstycket wants to give women who have immigrated
to Sweden the chance to learn the Swedish language
and culture while enhancing their self-esteem. Their
approach is functional pedagogy. Artistic activities like
sewing, embroidery and textile printing are combined with
theoretical education in Swedish, social studies and IT. In
this way, the words represent a function, a reality and a
context. The patterns created are born out of Livstycket’s
various projects.

The participants draw what they see, feel and experience
and then Livstycket’s professional designer turns the
sketches into a pattern.

The exhibition at the EESC showcased some characteristic
examples of products created by Livstycket.

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE
JACQUES DELORS BUILDING | Foyer | 6th Floor
Rue Belliard 99 | B-1040 Brussels

Exhibition:
22 March – 12 April 2013
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