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About the European Economic and 

Social Committee

The EESC’s mission is to help make European 

policies and laws more democratic, more 

effective and better fitted to the realities of 

people’s lives, by passing on the opinions of 

people back home. 

The Committee is made up of 350 members, 

from all of the EU’s 28 Member States. They 

are not politicians or civil servants – they 

are ordinary people with jobs of their own, 

who want to play a part in the way Europe 

is developing. They represent “organised 

civil society”. 

What is organised civil society?
This is the collective name for all the groups and organisations that people set up – locally, nationally or Europe-wide – in pursuit of a specific goal. They act as a link between individuals and decision-makers and enable people to take action in their workplaces or communities in order to achieve the changes they want to see.

People often get together in this way because they find it quicker and more direct than voting for political parties. Elections are the foundation of representative democracy, whereas direct action is known as “participa-tory democracy”. 
In the EU, the EESC represents the interests of all civil society organisations in Europe.

The EESC has three key tasks: 

• advising the European Parliament, 

the Council and the European Com-

mission on new policies and laws by 

drawing up expert “opinions”,

• improving communication between politi-

cians and the grass-roots level, and

• supporting civil society organisations in 

Europe and around the world. 
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The European Union: how does it work? Can you influence decisions?
Do you know how the policies that affect your life are made?  

What if some of the EU’s complicated procedures were turned into a game – fun 
to play but challenging as well – that you could download onto your smartphone, 
tablet or laptop?  

Well, the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) has done just that: created 
a brand new game which lets you act out the role of a Committee member in Brussels. 
You can campaign for your own policies, influence other colleagues, answer questions 
and learn more about the EU and the EESC’s place in it. 

Step 1

Choose your preferred language and whether you want to be 
a man or a woman, and then you can decide which one of the 
Committee’s three groups you are going to join:

Employers (blue) – representing businesses, employers 
and entrepreneurs

Workers (red) – representing some 80 trade unions and 
employees’ organisations, or

Various interests (orange) – representing a vast range 
of different groups and NGOs, from consumers and youth 
organisations to green activists and cultural associations.

Step 2

Choose the issue you want to campaign on. There are three 
general topics:  

1. employment 
2. social and consumer rights 
3. environment 

Each group can put forward one opinion per topic. 

The aim of the game is to win the support of 
at least 75% of Committee members for your 
opinion, so that it can be adopted as EESC policy 
and used to influence the other EU institutions.

Play the game and see for yourself 
what it’s like to be an EESC member!

Step 3

You enter the chamber, where you will see members’ seats 
arranged in rows. Use the hand tool to click on a seat. You 
may find:

• a member  
– if it’s your own group you automatically gain a supporter 
– if it’s a different group you will be given a question to answer 

• a number, indicating how many members are “hidden” in the 
adjacent seats 

• a star – congratulations: you win an “influence” point! 

• a pie – whoops: you lose an influence point, if you have any  

Step 4

If you find a member of a different group and answer the quiz 
question correctly, you gain an extra supporter.  

If you accumulate influence points, you can use them to help 
you answer difficult questions. If you don’t know the right 
answer, you can “buy” a clue with one influence point.  

You can check your progress on the green/red progress bar. The 
green (on the left) will advance as you gain more members to 
support you and approach the 75% target.

The game has five different levels. Each level has more seats 
and more members, as well as more stars and more pies! By 
scrolling up and down you can see all the seats.

Between each level you will see an information 
screen, giving you interesting facts about the 
opinion and topic you have chosen.

You can select more options by clicking on the 
settings button:

This tells you the rules of the game                                             This is the share button

                   This turns the sound on and off

Have fun!
We hope you will find the R EU Ready? game challenging and entertaining, as well as learning 
a bit more about how the EU works and how you – as part of civil society – can help influence it. 

For more 
information,
go to: 

eesc.europa.eu/
R-EU-READY

facebook.com/
YourEuropeYourGame

facebook.com/
YourEuropeYourSay
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