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= INCLUSIVE 

CONSTRUCTION 
SMEs +

A collection of portraits



This publication is part of a series of catalogues 
published in the context of the exhibitions 
organized by the EESC.
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The EESC’s mission 

Committed to the building of Europe, the EESC contributes to strengthening the democratic 

legitimacy and effectiveness of the European Union by enabling civil society organisations from 

the Member States to express their views at European level. It fulfils three key missions:

• Advising the European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission so as to 

ensure that EU policies and legislation match economic, social and civic realities

• Building a more participatory EU, closer to its citizens

• Promoting EU values and civil society organizations globally
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The construction sector o�ers a concrete 

possibility to combat unemployment, it creates 

local and more qualified jobs with good earning 

potential, thus standing out as a rewarding career 

path to follow. On top of this the sector has the 

capability to integrate large sections of 

population, which are not well represented in 

construction and which are by and large more at 

risk of unemployment: women and young people.

The pictures were all provided by EBC’s national 

members. EBC would also like to warmly thank 

the photographers involved in this initiative. 

Patrick Liébus
EBC President and EESC member of Group I
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The construction sector is in urgent need of new 

talented and skilled people to replace retiring 

workers and cope with demand. It’s a win-win 

situation. Women and young people are the 

future of the sector.

Unemployment is one of the top issues on the 

European political agenda today. In 2015 the 

figures for unemployment have declined from the 

crisis peak, but still remain in double digits in the 

EU as a whole. More than 23 million people are 

out of work, with youth and long-term 

unemployment being a source of particular 

concern.

The European Builders Confederation (EBC) 

decided to celebrate its 25 year anniversary with a 

photo exhibition on involving women and young 

people to make construction SMEs more 

inclusive. 

It is a pleasure for us to have the exhibition 

displayed in the premises of the EESC, where I 

serve as member of the Employers Group. 

The exhibition features photos depicting the 

passions, the e�orts and the stories of young 

people and women working in construction 

trades. It shows how they got involved in the 

sector and what their take at the future is.

INTRODUCTION



    

05 EBC - Portraits in construction

THE EXHIBITION

Photographer: 
Michel Gaillard

CURRENT ISSUES

Women in construction

Many obstacles have lined the path for women’s 

development, especially in the economic area. This 

is all the more true in sectors traditionally seen as 

male-dominated, as it is the case of the 

construction industry. Only 10% of women have 

overcome the barriers to become active and 

recognised as professionals in the construction 

sector in Europe. The overriding stereotype 

remains that women are not physically capable to 

be active in the construction industry.

However, today tasks in construction are more 

mechanical and handling machines are more 

adaptable thus making the sector more accessible 

to women. Even more, when it comes to 

entrepreneurship physical constraints decrease.

Young people in construction

The EU youth unemployment (15 to 25 years) rate 

is more than double the overall unemployment 

rate (20.7% compared with 9%) and masks big 

di�erences between countries. There is a gap of 

more than 40 percentage points between the 

Member State with the lowest rate of youth 

unemployment (Germany) and the Member States 

with the highest rates (Greece and Spain).

Meanwhile, there is a skills shortage in the 

construction industry for both specialist and 

general professional figures. In certain countries 

the sector doesn’t have enough apprentices to 

replace retiring workers and cope with demand.

EBC - Portraits in construction 04



DEMOLITION

Martin Altena

Martin Altena is 26 years old and is from the 

Netherlands. 

He has worked for more than 10 years in the 

demolition business, following on in his 

father’s footsteps. Before that he took part in 

a training course for car mechanics and 

engineering.

In the demolition business I work with heavy 

machinery and I love that. I can say that my 

dreams have come true: I am responsible for my 

own work, sitting in my cabin high above the 

ground with a wonderful view and “smashing 

things without breaking rules”.

Business has changed over these last years. 

Recycling has become very important and leaving 

buildings as neat and bare as possible is a way to 

di�erentiate your work.
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Photographer: Jasper Bosman
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While working together, we also helped each other 

to find new professional opportunities.

For “AR Arte e Restauro” I carried out the 

maintenance of the Temple of Concordia in 

Agrigento (where I was photographed by Andrea 

Nannini) and many others splendid monuments in 

Sicily between 2004 and today.

I have a PHD in history of architectural heritage 

and I tried to do research, but I missed the thrill 

that comes with the job. The continuous task of 

dealing with monuments that each have their own 

specific challenges requires a unique combination 

of skill and thought. I wouldn’t change it for the 

world!

It wasn't easy to find my niche for work, the 

obstacles here in the far south of Europe are 

evident: a lack of work in general, few 

opportunities for women and even fewer on 

construction sites, where the prevalence of male 

pride is tangible. 

The feeling of being one step behind men is 

undoubtedly perceptible. At last I had overcome it, 

by becoming aware that women bring human 

capital and an alternative professional outlook.

However, I had a lot of energy and desire to learn, 

so after college I learned the basics of my work 

and I met Valentina and Cristina, skillful girls with a 

degree in cultural heritage in their back pockets. 

Angela Persico is 40 years old and is Italian. She 

graduated in architecture. She has chosen to 

remain in Sicily where she set up an architectural 

firm for restoration with Andrea Alestra, who 

became her life partner.

Heritage restoration

Angela Persico

Photographer: Andrea Nannini
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No two sca�olding jobs are the same and 

that’s why I love this profession: I’m 

independent and I can o�er tailored 

solutions to obstacles that arise. 

Not surprisingly, I would like to continue my 

education to level 3 and become a first 

technician-foreman in sca�olding in the 

future.

This job suits me very well and my 

employer has always encouraged me 

to continue my education as a sca�olding 

mechanic. The sca�olding business is pretty 

di�cult at first, but fortunately I had helpful 

colleagues to learn from.

Scaffolding

Marvin Rikkers 

Marvin Rikkers is 27 years old and is from the 

Netherlands. In 2009 he completed his 

training as sca�old builder after coming 

from a di�erent specialisation. He worked at 

the same time for a small business in 

Spijkenisse (The Netherlands).
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Sandra Portier is 25 years old and is Swiss. 

She won the “tinsmith day” competition in 

Bern. Since completing her apprenticeship, 

she has been working in her family business. 

My teachers at school were very good. I 

have to say that I had never encountered 

problems due to the fact that I was a woman in a 

male-dominated sector.

 

Perhaps it’s also because I didn’t stop my 

education after the apprenticeship, but I carried on 

to obtain a master. Indeed, one day I would like to 

become an entrepreneur and I have the practical 

and theoretical background to do so.

TinsmitH

Sandra Portier 

Sandra Portier is 25 years old and is Swiss. 

She won the “tinsmith day” competition in 

Bern. Since completing her apprenticeship, 

she has been working in her family business. 
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What I love most in my job is that it’s very creative. 

You take a flat piece of material and you transform 

it into the final product, which is something 

completely di�erent. You need strength but you 

also need a fine touch.

I don’t think that being a woman has a down side in 

this job.

Photographer: Sylvain Tissot



My dad is a builder so I guess carpentry runs 

in the family. He taught me a lot when he 

would do stu� around the house. I was 

always watching him and helping out when I 

could. Since then, I have never stopped 

learning and recently enrolled in the final 

year of my apprenticeship.

My employers say that I have exceeded 

expectations in the workplace and can be 

relied upon to use my initiative. I am a 

perfectionist and have also demonstrated a 

high level of commitment to both theory 

and practical tasks. 

Carpentry

Steven Davey 

Steven Davey is 26 and is from the Staverton, 

in the UK. Steven chose to create a career in 

carpentry following on in his father’s 

footsteps. He became “Apprentice of the 

Year 2015” in the Federation of Master 

Builder’s Master Builder of the Year awards. 
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Photographer: Loukia Avvakoumides  
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And I always used to reply “Were you waiting 

for somebody else?” However, now this is starting 

to change bit by bit.

One of the most interesting projects I was working 

on was the renovation of roads in the cities of 

Qatar and Dubai. Although I was actually working 

from Madrid. I was doing the inventory of the roads 

in these cities using a robot with five tracking 

lasers. 

In the future, I would like to further explore the 

possibilities of civil engineering and building 

projects. The most important thing for me is 

having a job on the ground, on construction 

sites.

Vanesa Jiménez Rodrigo is 35 years old and she is 

Spanish. She is currently unemployed, but she is 

taking a training course in building inspection.

Building inspection

Vanesa Jiménez Rodrigo 

I would love to work in construction. 

Nobody in my family has worked in this 

sector. However, when I was child I used to 

play with my dad’s tools instead of with dolls. 

When I was at school I realised that I wanted 

to be an engineer, because I loved maths and 

I thought it could have been a good career. I 

paid for all my studies by working at the 

same time.

The first times I worked on construction 

sites, I was quite amazed at the question 

asked by colleagues or clients when I 

introduced myself as an engineer. They 

would always ask me “Did you come alone?” 
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Photographer: 
Arcangelo Piai

We are architects, friends and in love with 

our job. We are all mothers, too. We decided 

to become self-employed to have more flexibility 

so that we could also take care of our children. 

We bring them to our shared o�ce and sometimes 

even to meetings with our clients. It has never 

been a problem, although it can be di�cult. But we 

needed to combine work and life and we found a 

way to succeed!

Sometimes as women, we had the feeling that we 

had to prove ourselves twice as much as a man 

would have to. In the end though, our colleagues 

and clients value our expertise whatever our 

gender is.

architects

Anna, Marianna, Rossella 

Anna, Marianna and Rossella are Italians. They 

specialised in di�erent fields, but they decided to 

work together to o�er a larger range of services 

from architecture to video design.
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Tiling

Fox Wognum

Fox Wognum is 21 years old and is from the 

Netherlands. He goes to school once a week 

to work towards becoming a level 3 Tiler. He 

still works for the company where he started 

3 years and half ago, because he likes his job 

and his colleagues.

Being a tiler is a wonderful profession. Your 

work will always be very visible, unlike a 

carpenter’s work for example. In fact, I tile over his 

work! I work alone in small projects or as part of a 

team for larger projects.

My favourite work is making marble floors, but that 

kind of work unfortunately doesn’t occur very 

often. Although materials for tiling are sometimes 

heavy, I really enjoy the creativity of my work.

EBC - Portraits in construction 20

Photographer: Jasper Bosman



Therefore, I started an apprenticeship to improve 

my knowledge as an installer. Thanks to my hard 

work and ability, I managed to stand out and 

develop quickly. 

I believe that the awards I got in the skills 

competitions are the demonstration of my 

perseverance and talent for this job.

Recently I have also become very passionate about 

the installation of renewable energies and new 

technologies. I am taking several training courses 

in these areas. My aim is to create my own 

enterprise soon.

My professional path is a bit atypical. It was 

my father who obliged me to join the 

company where I work now. Only when I 

started working there, did I realise how 

much I liked it and the excellent career 

opportunities that it could provide.

Plumbing

Helio Almeida Ramos 

Helio Almeida Ramos is 22 years old, he is 

Portuguese and he lives in Luxembourg. He won 

LUXSKILLS in 2013, the most important skills 

competition in Luxembourg. He also participated 

in WORLDSKILLS in 2013, where he gained the 

“Medallion for Excellence”. 
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Photographer: Marc Schmit
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Crafts marketing

Emanuela Pezzotta 

I started working when I was 19 years 

old, so I’ve acquired a lot knowledge 

in di�erent fields. I had to overcome several 

obstacles, being a woman in a 

male-dominated environment.

However, this was for me a kind of 

professional training. It helped me to be 

resilient and think “out of the box”. Along 

with my enthusiasm and passion for what I 

do, these are the characteristics that make 

my work stand out.

Emanuela Pezzotta is Italian and is responsible for 

marketing in a micro enterprise that produces 

glass in Bergamo (Italy).

25 EBC - Portraits in construction



EBC - Portraits in construction 26

Plumbing & electricity

Gunter Smet 

Gunter Smet is 30 years old and he is from 

Belgium. He works in buildings renovation. 

He is trained as heating & cooling installer, 

plumber and electrician.

I started out as an electrician. I noticed 

pretty soon that customers often need 

several di�erent professionals at the same 

time, for example a plumber and an 

electrician.

So I started a professional training course in 

order to expand my range of activities to 

sanitary and heating projects.

I actually took many training courses, 

because keeping up-to-date is very 

important to me. This way every day I can get 

better at what I do and distinguish myself 

from others.

I have never been without a job for a single day. 

However, I find that there are huge challenges to 

my work: dishonest or fraudulent competition 

from entrepreneurs and companies who don’t 

follow the rules. This makes it really hard for 

entrepreneurs who want to respect social 

legislation and workers rights.

I’m truly fond of my job. I work “longer days” and 

sometimes also during the weekend. But I’m 

willing to do that because I love what I do.

Photographer: Dirk Van De Wynckel
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I work to prove myself every day, but sometimes 

it’s di	cult to a	rm my ideas and defend the 

reputation of the company both because I’m a 

women and I am very young.

However, I feel a real passion for this work. I love to 

find di�erent solutions and have the possibility to 

put them into practice to guarantee the quality of 

our work. But I am also very vigilant to secure the 

health and safety of our workers.

In the near future I would like to specialise in green 

buildings and energy renovation. This is absolutely 

key for the well-being of our clients and ultimately 

of our world!

In the two years working in my family’s 

business, I have been trying all the di�erent 

sectors of the company, from construction 

works to sales. I’m now aiming to become an 

entrepreneur alongside my dad. One day I 

will take over to keep our company healthy 

and make it even more successful.

Vanessa Bettendorf is 23 years old and is 

from Luxembourg. She has been working in 

her family’s micro-enterprise, which deals 

with renovation and construction. 

renovation and construction

Vanessa Bettendorf
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Photographer: Remedios Chaves Gil

I really like masonry because I think it’s a 

comprehensive and diversified trade. I also like 

plumbing. The only thing I don’t feel comfortable 

with is electricity.

I have never actually worked as a bricklayer, but I 

was able to try it for the first time in a smallholding 

belonging to my family and was able to put into 

practice my knowledge of flooring.

I’m really keen to finish my course in the Fundación 

Laboral, do an apprenticeship and enter the world 

of construction.

I would like to know everything about 

masonry, because I would like to create my 

own business. Working in construction was 

my dream since I was a child, although many 

people find it strange.

My dad was a driller and was working with 

anchors, tunnels and bridges. So I’ve been 

around these things since I was young.

Daniel Martínez-Treceño Veiga is 19 years old and 

is Spanish. He is currently unemployed, but is 

doing a training course in masonry.

Masonry

Daniel Martínez-Treceño Veiga 
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RESTAURATION

Roberta, Daniela, Ilaria

Roberta, Daniela, Ilaria are Italian and work in the 

field of restoration. In these pictures they are busy 

working on the restoration of the cathedral of 

Bondeno, in the Emilia Romagna Region.

The earthquake in 2012 compromised the 

structural integrity of many historical 

buildings in this area, including the cathedral 

of Bondeno. After the initial earthquake 

renovation intervention, we were appointed 

for its artistic and architectural restoration.

We felt the tremors of the earthquake 

beneath our feet and we know how to work 

with the damage that it created. 

We work on platforms between 0 and 20 

meters high above the ground. Our work is 

extremely time-consuming and requires a 

lot of patience, analysis and a huge number 

of injections.
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That’s why I graduated as surveyor and 

afterwards I became an employee in my 

dad’s company.

I love staying on construction sites to follow 

all the phases of a project. 

I’m very passionate about green building and 

recovery of materials. I’ve attended many 

specialist courses for these areas to help 

contribute to the excellent work my family 

business does in this important market”.

Entrepreneur

Danilo Zanellato

I’ve always had a passion for anything 

related to construction, since I was a 

child. When I was still a student, I decided 

that I wanted to start working with my sister 

and my father in our family business. 

Danilo Zanellato is 26 years old and is Italian. 

He works in his father’s company, which 

deals with energy renovation, green 

housing, new housing and renovation.
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PLASTERING

Isabelle (France)

Seriousness and precision:
feminine virtues? 
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Photographer: Michel Gaillard

electricity

François (France)

The red wire with 
the red wire, the 
blue wire with the 
blue wire...
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Photographer: Michel Gaillard

Photographer: 
Michel Gaillard



Apprentice bricklayers

Daniel, Jean, Samir (France)

In three it’s better! 
So let’s build together.
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EBC is a member of UEAPME, on behalf of which it 

chairs the UEAPME Construction Forum.

European Builders Confederation EBC

Rue Jacques de Lalaing, 4  B-1040 Brussels

Email: secretariat@ebc-construction.eu

Tel: +32 (0)2 514 23 23

Website: www.ebc-construction.eu           

Twitter: @EBC_SMEs

European Builders Confederation EBC 

The voice of construction SMEs in Europe
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