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4. Field trips don’t come much better than this

The task of the workshops did not end with selecting their action plan, howev-
er. They were also asked to fast-forward to 2030 and beyond. How would they 
be judged in turn by their children for the way they handled Europe’s social and 
economic problems and managed its resources? Would the EU’s 2014 problems 
truly belong to the past? Each group was asked to reply in the form of a letter 
to them from their children.

Here optimism generally prevailed– but not always. The letters confirmed 
that by 2030 the EU had succeeded in overcoming its jobs crisis with wider 
opportunities for youngsters entering the workforce. Education standards had 
improved and national education systems were more closely aligned with each 
other. Better education and language teaching helped young people get better 
jobs and created new opportunities. This also helped worker mobility. Scientific 
research and innovation were more structured and efficient than previously. By 
starting language learning early on in primary school, most young people could 
master three languages.

The one weak spot, referred to in several letters, concerned the environment. 
Between 2014 and 2030, the EU had still not done enough to protect the  
environment and manage Europe’s resources in a sustainable manner.

One letter flagged the creation of a European minimum wage. Another the 
achievement of a federal Europe. A third forecast an EU with 40 Member States. 
Most agreed that Europe in 2030 would be more united and stronger than to-
day. But several stressed the importance of combining more unity with contin-
ued respect for national diversity in areas such as identity, language  
and culture.

4. Field trips don’t come much better than this

Your Europe, Your Say! is a field-trip like no other. It gives you a chance 
to get to know the European Union you live in, from the inside. See how 
it works. Learn about its future. Above all, have your say. Voice your 
criticisms and hopes. Debate them with politicians, EU officials and with 
other young people of your age from right across the EU. 

Your Europe, Your Say! is now in its fifth year. The 2014 edition was held 
just before elections for the European Parliament taking place in May. 
This is a time to press for change in Europe. In a modest way, this year’s 
participants are part of this process. The 28 participating schools, one  
in each Member State, sent three students aged 16 or 17 and one  
teacher to the event. Each school was selected from a total of more 
than 700 applicants by drawing lots. Members of the EESC volunteered 
to  coach the students before they travelled to Brussels.

Some participants had never left their home country. Others flew for the 
first time in their lives. A few made their first trip on a high-speed train. 
They came from all over Europe and spoke one of 24 EU languages.  
But once in Brussels, they were indistinguishable from each other in 
terms of dress and attitude. Common knowledge of English helped 
break the ice. Cross-border group dynamics did the rest.


























