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With a critical juncture already fast approaching, 
the Greek Presidency of the EU represents an 
opportunity that Europe cannot afford to miss, 
a chance to influence the direction of change 
and build a Europe that feels more tangible and 
familiar to its citizens. At the elections next May, 
the public will elect a new European Parliament. 
These elections will also tell us whether or not 
Europe has managed to convince its citizens 
that it is effective and that the European venture 
has been reinvigorated.

Over the past few years, the crisis has shaken our 
economies badly and threatened advances that 
were hitherto seen as irrevocable achievements. 
It has led some Member States to make choices, 
such as cutting education or health budgets, 
that are putting their very future at risk. It has 
also made poverty more likely for many people 
in Europe and pushed entire generations to the 
threshold of exclusion, heightening the feeling 
that the EU is inactive – and therefore useless.

Therefore, the EESC will be pulling out all 
the stops and working alongside the Greek 
Presidency, focusing particularly on a number of 
areas that we believe to be crucial:

•  Turning back towards the real economy, 
inter alia by focusing on re-industrialising 
Europe;

•  Achieving convergence between the 
social and tax systems, by supporting 
common policies;

•  Giving young people fresh hope through 
innovative, concrete measures to create jobs 
and build support;

•  Re-establishing the balance in regional 
development, by finding solutions to the 
desertification affecting entire regions, 
particularly those that are far from the major 
communication networks;

•  Making energy accessible to everyone 
across Europe and ensuring that the transition 
to new sources of energy creates competitive 
advantage;

•  Responding humanely and effectively 
to illegal immigration, particularly in the 
Mediterranean.

It is by finding concrete solutions to people’s 
everyday problems that Europe will regain the 
public’s trust.

Henri Malosse
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DRAKOPOULOS Georgios 
Group I – Employers 

Director-General of the Association of 
Greek Tourism Enterprises (SETE)

info@eesc.europa.eu

GKOFAS Panagiotis
Group III – Various Interests

Economist, Member of the 
management board of the General 
Confederation of Craf t Industries of 
Greece (GSEVEE)

Panagiotis.Gkofas@eesc.europa.eu

KEKELEKI Evangelia 
Group III – Various Interests

Secretary-General of the Greek 
Consumer Protection Centre (KEPKA); 
full member of the National Council 
for Consumers and the Market (ESKA)

info@eesc.europa.eu

BREDIMA Anna
Group I – Employers

Director for international and 
EU af fairs of the Union of Greek 
Shipowners (EEE) 

Anna.Bredima@eesc.europa.eu

DASSIS Georgios
Group II – Workers

Secretary for international relations 
of the Institute of Labour (INE) of 
the Greek General Confederation of 
Labour (GSEE) and the Confederation 

of Public Servants (ADEDY)

Georgios.Dassis@eesc.europa.eu

DIMITRIADIS Dimitris
Group I – Employers

Former first Vice-President of the 
National Confederation of Hellenic 
Commerce (ESEE) 

Dimitris.Dimitriadis@eesc.europa.eu

Greek Members of the EESC
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LIOLIOS Nikolaos
Group III – Various Interests

Member of the Pan-Hellenic 
Confederation of Unions of 
Agricultural Cooperatives (PASEGES); 
Vice-President of the Economic and 

Social Council of Greece (OKE)

info@eesc.europa.eu

PAPADOPOULOS Eleftherios 
Group II – Workers

General Confederation of Greek 
Workers (GSEE)

info@eesc.europa.eu

PAPASPYROS Spyridon
Group II – Workers

President of the Greek Confederation 
of Public Servants (ADEDY)

info@eesc.europa.eu

PARI Irini Ivoni
Group I – Employers

Permanent representative of the 
Hellenic Federation of Enterprises 
(SEV) in Brussels and at Union 
of Industrial and Employers’ 

Confederations of Europe (BUSINESSEUROPE)

Irini.Pari@eesc.europa.eu

POLYZOGOPOULOS Christos
Group II – Workers

President of the Economic and Social 
Council of Greece (OKE)

info@eesc.europa.eu

VARDAKASTANIS Ioannis 
Group III – Various Interests

President of the National 
Confederation of Disabled People of 
Greece(ESAmeA); President of the 
European Disability Forum (EDF); 

Chair of the International Disability Alliance (IDA); Member 
of the Economic and Social Council of Greece (OKE)

info@eesc.europa.eu
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The European Economic and Social 
Committee pursues a policy of 
exchange and dialogue with the 
socio-economic stakeholders in all 
the Member States. Accordingly, it 
has developed, and will continue in 
the future, very close relations with 
Greece, which have been strengthe-
ned over recent months by a number 
of visits to the country. 

In June 2013, the EESC President met the Greek 
Prime Minister, Antonis Samaras. He presented 
the work conducted by the Committee, 
amongst other things on the place of the 
social dimension in responses to the crisis 
and the extremely sensitive issue of youth 
unemployment, which has become a veritable 
scourge over the past few years. Following 
this initial meeting, the EESC delegation went 
on to present the Committee’s proposals for 
future action to various government ministers 
including the Minister of Labour. 

With unemployment running at over 50% 
amongst young people in Greece and affecting 
even the most highly educated of them, an entire 
generation is being excluded from the world of 
work. It was therefore particularly important for 
the EESC delegation to find occasions to reach 
out to and listen to young people themselves, 
such as the discussion organised with students 
from the Found.ation.

Greece and  
the EESC:  
a strong  
partnership
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During a visit to the Greek capital, the 
Committee’s representatives accompanied the 
Mayor of Athens, Georgios Kaminis, to meetings 
with the associations in the city that are working 
to maintain social cohesion. This was also an 
opportunity for the Committee President to 
discuss the importance of values in our society 
with His Beatitude Archbishop Ieronymos II 
of Athens. It would seem that civil society is a 
seedbed for initiatives and ready to meet post-
crisis challenges.

In November 2013, in connection with the 
preparations for the Greek Presidency of the 
EU, the EESC was invited to express its views at 
a public hearing before the Greek parliament. 
The EESC President, Henri Malosse, the Greek 
President of the Workers Group, Georgios Dassis, 
the President of the Various Interests Group, 
Luca Jahier, and the Greek Vice-President of the 
Employers Group, Anna Bredima, presented 
their ideas on making Europe more real to its 
citizens and climbing out of the crisis before 
a hundred or so MPs. The hearing received a 
good deal of press coverage and the media 
welcomed the fact that this particular EU 
institution was working enthusiastically with 
the Greek Presidency of the EU to find ways of 
creating the kind of European Union that puts 
people at the heart of its concerns.

Conscious of the important role incumbent on 
the EESC as the representative of civil society, the 
Committee’s President also wished to use the 
opportunity of being in Greece to strengthen 
relations with local grassroots players. Naturally, 
the EESC delegation held in-depth discussions 
with the representatives of the Economic and 
Social Council of Greece, focusing on what the 
country’s socio-economic players expected 
from Europe. However, they were also able to 
meet representatives of the Union of Hellenic 
Chambers of Commerce, business people, 
young entrepreneurs and NGOs active in the 
social and economic spheres.
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www.gr2014.eu

Greek Prime minister’s message 
to the EESC on the instance of Greek Presidency
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Within this framework, the European Economic 
and Social Committee plays an important role, 
promoting the social agenda through the 
processes of European governance. The Greek 
Presidency welcomes the involvement of Social 
Partners in the European Semester process 
and stresses the importance of national-level 
consultations with the social partners which 
take place during the adoption of National 
Reform Programmes and the implementation 
of Country-Specific Recommendations. This 
consultation is crucial not only for labour market 
issues, but also for the overall economic and 
social policies. We strongly believe that by 
exploiting the social dialogue mechanisms 
within the European Institutions, the potential 
for growth, employment and social inclusion in 
the EU can be greatly enhanced.

Antonis Samaras

One of the major priorities of the 2014 Greek 
Presidency is to promote the social dimension 
of the EMU, in an effort to correct for lasting 
disparities that might threaten the financial and 
economic stability of the euro area and the EU 
as a whole. During the current economic crisis 
many Member-States adopted severe fiscal 
consolidation policies, in order to stabilize their 
economies and reduce public debt. These 
efforts paid off at the macroeconomic level but 
had a high socioeconomic cost, manifested 
in high unemployment levels and increased 
inequalities. High and persistent unemployment 
and rising inequalities could affect the capacity 
of governments to promote sound policies. 
Hence, it is important that Member-States 
promote growth-friendly policies, aiming to 
fight unemployment, guarantee adequate 
social protection and enhance social inclusion.
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Some basic facts  
about Greece
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Official name Hellenic Republic

Capital Athens

Surface area1 131 957 km2  

Other major cities Thessaloniki, Patras, Heraklion 

Official languages Greek

Currency Euro

Population, total in 20122 11 290 067 

GDP per capita in Purchasing Power 
Standards (EU-28 = 100) in 20123 75

GDP at market prices in millions 
of euro, 20124 193 749

GDP at market prices per capita in 20125 19 200

Unemployment rate in August 20136 27.3

Religion Orthodox Christianity recognized by the 
Constitution

Life expectancy estimated in 20117 80.8

Main exports in 20098 1)  Manufactured goods, classified,  
chiefly, by raw material

2) Food and live animals
3) Machinery and transport equipment

Main imports in 20099 1) Machinery and transport equipment 
2) Mineral, fuels, lubricants, etc.
3) Chemicals

1  http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_r_d3area&lang=en
2  http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_r_d2jan&lang=en
3  http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/dataset?p_product_code=TEC00114
4  http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/refreshTableAction.do?tab=table&plugin=1&pcode=tec00001&language=en
5  http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&plugin=1&language=en&pcode=tec00001
6  www.statistics.gr/portal/page/portal/ESYE/PAGE-themes?p_param=A0101&r_param=SJO02&y_param=2013_08&mytabs=0
7  http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/20/Mortality_and_life_expectancy_statistics_YB2013.xls
8  www.statistics.gr/portal/page/portal/ESYE/BUCKET/A0902/PressReleases/A0902_SFC02_DT_MM_08_2013_01_P_GR.pdf
9  www.statistics.gr/portal/page/portal/ESYE/BUCKET/A0902/PressReleases/A0902_SFC02_DT_MM_08_2013_01_P_GR.pdf
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