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I see Europe as a
country full of people
with different accents
Politicians should
consult citizens
more often
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Young people and the European Economic
and Social Committee (EESC)
The younger generations are Europe’s future, and it is absolutely necessary to bear their needs
in mind when designing European policies over the next few years, especially in view of the fact
that young people have been severely penalised by the economic and financial crisis of 2008. At a
time when demand for a more participative democracy has reached unprecedented proportions,
it seems only natural that decision makers should listen not only to adult voters, but also to the
younger members of the population who will be the citizens of tomorrow.
“Your Europe, Your Say!” (YEYS) plays an important role in helping connect young people with the
European Union: over the last few years, more than 700 students have had the chance to learn
more about the Committee’s work and to put forward their ideas about the future of Europe.

“Your Europe, Your Say!”
is amazing, it should be
institutionalised!
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You are our present and future,
and Europe needs you
G. Lobo Xavier

Melt the ice and get
to share and learn
about other cultures

YEYS 2017
Sixty years ago in Rome, the leaders of six countries signed the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, the forerunner of the European Union.
That means that the EU turns 60 this year, and it has some major achievements to its credit, from
the longest lasting period of peace in our continent’s history to the free movement of people and
the Erasmus programme for university students. Yet, in these difficult times, new challenges have
appeared and the Union needs to be more directly in touch with the people of Europe in order to
address these challenges.
As part of the activities aimed at bringing the EU closer to its citizens, the European Economic and
Social Committee has, since 2010, been organising the youth event “Your Europe, Your Say!”, in
which pupils from secondary schools can make recommendations to the European Union.
This year’s topic was Europe at 60: Where to next?, and of course the discussion focused on the
past, the present and especially the future of the EU.
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The long run-up to the event
“Your Europe, Your Say!” is the EESC’s yearly youth event, and it was held for the eighth time this year.
Secondary schools from all over the EU can apply to participate, and one school for each country is
selected in a random draw. In 2017 there was an impressive number of applications – over 600 – and
33 schools were selected, one from each Member State plus one from each of the five EU candidate
countries: Albania, Montenegro, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey.
The schools selected then chose three students each to represent them in Brussels. Cyprus had an
additional student this year attending as a speaker, and six teachers from different countries decided
to experience the event at their own cost out of professional and personal interest.
In the two months preceding YEYS, each school was visited by one member of the EESC. The visits
were announced through a press release in the national media and on the three social networks
where the event has a profile: Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
And then, on 30 March, 100 students aged 16 to 19,
accompanied by 39 teachers, crossed the threshold of
the EESC in Brussels, bringing their voices, languages,
cultures and their enthusiasm and freshness.

Have faith that things
will get better

Give 16 year olds the
opportunity to vote
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EESC members’ visits to schools:
the Committee and its outreach
The main “Your Europe, Your Say!” event takes place over two days, but the “Your Europe, Your Say!”
experience lasts much longer, and offers EESC members and young people the chance to interact
with and learn from each other.
• Once schools from all countries have registered online for the chance to participate in YEYS,
the EESC holds a ballot to choose the schools (plus one reserve) that will send a delegation to
the event.
• In the months leading up to YEYS, EESC members visit the chosen schools in their own
countries or in the EU candidate countries. These visits are a key part of the EESC’s “Going
Local” strategy, and give members an opportunity to inform young people about important
discussions and debates taking place in Brussels and let them know about the work of the
EESC.
• The visits also allow the students taking part in the event to brainstorm ideas, prepare
their contributions to YEYS and learn from EESC members about taking part in debates in a
multinational environment.
• Extensive coverage of the visits by the local, regional and national media allows the EESC
to be more visible. Coverage is made possible through cooperation between the EESC’s
communication department and translation service, and the
permanent representations of the European Commission in the
Member States and delegations in the candidate countries.
Journalists are present during the event, which is also covered
by the EESC’s social media and in press releases.

More people should
be heard: we need
to feel listened to
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A sample of the population
should be chosen randomly and
be consulted by governments

The EESC’s position
on the future of Europe
On 13 March 2017, in cooperation with the Italian Parliament, the EESC organised a conference on
the topic “60 years of European Community – Let’s shape the future!”, in which it underlined that
the 60th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome could be an opportunity for a fresh start,
provided the EU dealt with three crucial challenges:
• doing more to combat social inequality;
• getting back on track for economic growth;
• managing immigration policies while complying with the founding principles of Europe.
In order to do this, the Committee is convinced that the social dimension of Europe must be
enhanced, offering young people a perspective for the future and creating a common framework
for taxation and working conditions, thus preventing harmonisation of legislation from turning
into a race to the bottom. Furthermore, the EESC considers it vital for the EU to adopt a common
immigration, asylum and integration policy instead of relying purely on the good will of individuals
and civil society. Finally, it asks politicians and mass media to stop blaming the EU for all the
problems and to remind people that decisions in Brussels are taken by representative institutions
such as the European Parliament, which is directly elected by the people, the Council, which is
composed of ministers of the Member States, and the Commission, which needs the approval of
Parliament to be established and to remain in office.
Furthermore, in the month of May 2017 the EESC is organizing a series of national debates to hear
European civil society’s views on the five scenarios for the future development of Europe outlined
by Jean-Claude Juncker in the European Commission’s White Paper on the Future of Europe.
Ideas presented during the debates will feed into the EESC’s upcoming opinion on the Future of
Europe to be issued in July 2017, following the Commission referral to the EESC. This opinion aims
to influence the EU’s decision on the course of action to take in the years to come and the future
shape of Europe, ahead of the EU elections in June 2019.
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The position of European young people
on the future of Europe
On 30-31 March, 100 young Europeans came to Brussels from 33 countries to express their concerns:
they were mandated with the task of putting forward proposals for solutions to the European
institutions.
First of all, they raised different questions and spontaneously gathered into groups around ten
main themes. Then came the stages of drawing up ten recommendations and adopting the best
three, following the same voting system as that used by EESC members.
After the event, the three winning recommendations were forwarded by the Committee to its
members and the European Commission, and the general public has also been informed. Moreover,
a delegation of students will present their proposals during the Civil Society Days organised by the
EESC on 26-27 June 2017 in Brussels.

We should let young
people say what they
want to change in their
education system
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The main purpose of “Your Europe, Your Say!”, that of giving
a voice to young people, was unanimously described by
participants as a need felt by the whole of society.

It’s good to be proud
of your country, but
nationalism creates hate
and can lead to war

The difference between
“us” and “them” is at
the root of nationalism

Speaking more than one language
breaks the barrier of stereotypes

Hello, Europe!

and combats nationalism

The students and their teachers arrived at the EESC’s premises in the afternoon of 30 March and
were welcomed by the Committee’s vice-president for communication, Gonçalo Lobo Xavier, and
the secretary-general, Luis Planas. The vice-president encouraged the young people to use this
unique opportunity to mingle with their European peers, apply their foreign language skills, learn
about each other and make new friends.
An icebreaking session followed, in which they got to know each other and started getting into
groups around some main themes. The group that formed around the question of “peace and
nationalism” was particularly large.
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The opening session:
“Every Member State is entitled to expect
help in adverse circumstances”
On the morning of 31 March, participants gathered to listen to and interact with three prominent
speakers: the EESC president, Georges Dassis, the European Commission vice-president, Jyrki
Katainen, and young Cypriot student Andri Pandoura, winner of the 2016 EC Youth Essay
Competition.
The EESC president, Mr Dassis, remarked that, following the financial crisis, the image of the EU
had lost its shine: one of the reasons was the impression that it was based on big industries and
banks, whereas actually Europe belonged first and foremost to European citizens. Recalling his own
youth and how he had to go to work at the age of 12, he also
reminded the young audience that from the Seventies on
we experienced steady growth in prosperity, but things that
nowadays were taken for granted were in fact due to great
sacrifices on the part of the older generations: now it was
the newer generations’ task to ensure that Europe remained
a continent of welfare and peace and to react against
populists who sought to demolish the Union.

Now it is up to you

to ensure that Europe
remains a continent

of welfare and peace
G. Dassis
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We want to discuss the substance
of Europe with our citizens
J. Katainen

The Commission vice-president, Mr Katainen, presented the
“White Paper on the Future of Europe” published by the European
Commission on 1 March, which outlines five possible scenarios for
an EU of 27 Member States. He underlined that the European Union
was a completely unique creation: in no other continent had so many
countries decided to voluntarily hand over some of their national
sovereignty in order to adopt common decisions. This was one of the
things that gave Europe its own character, and it was the best way
to solve problems: it was only through joint solutions that we could
efficiently tackle climate change, the refugee crisis and security
threats such as terrorism or cyber criminality. The European Union
was based on solidarity, and this was always a two-way thing: every
Member State was entitled to expect help in adverse circumstances.

It is surprising how far
a little trust can go
A. Pandoura

Finally, 17-year-old Andri from Cyprus, who won the Essay
Competition when she was 16, pleaded for a stronger voice to be
given to children, that is anyone under the age of 18: they should
be included in youth programmes and training, be addressed in
simple yet not patronising language and, most importantly, they
should not only be heard, but listened to. Young people were not
just the future, they were the present and they had the potential to
change the world, or at least to try. That was why more investment
in youth was necessary: what was needed was more training, more
youth programmes and conferences, more events along the lines of
“Your Europe, Your Say!” and, above all, more trust in the younger
generation.
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Workshop sessions
After the opening, the students took part in two workshop sessions to discuss their ideas on the
future of Europe. These workshops used the “open space” concept, in which participants are free
to put forward issues that interest them and invite others to debate. Following the first phase
of discussion, the groups presented their work in progress to all participants, and ten specific
proposals were selected for further development. They were as follows:

1
2
3
4
5
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Common recycling standards within the EU’s borders
It is important for all of us to recycle because we are all part of the same environment. The
EU should introduce common regulations on recycling. People who don’t want to recycle
should have to pay more taxes, since they are contributing to pollution.
Stimulate local entrepreneurship through support programmes
The EU should stimulate economic growth by encouraging entrepreneurship, organising
educational courses in business and promoting dedicated internships on the model of
Erasmus+. It should also combat unemployment through sponsoring young entrepreneurs.
Create an EU organisation to help refugees integrate in our EU countries – integration
through education
Migrants should be integrated into our societies, especially through education for both the
indigenous population and newcomers: they need to understand our culture, but we also
need to understand theirs.
Combat nationalism through interactive education and an internationally agreed
history curriculum
European education ministers should promote EU funding for an internationally agreed
history curriculum and an international student exchange programme, in order to view
history from all points of view so as to combat the rise of nationalism in Europe. This is
because we feel that far-right nationalists threaten the future of Europe.
The voice of people from all over Europe
The EU should create a new body, which should be non-political and listen to people’s
problems, then act on their needs. It should refer them to the right institution, helping
citizens to solve their problems.

6
7
8
9
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Focus on the deeper causes of terrorism (+role of the media)
The EU should create a network that enables countries to obtain all the necessary information
regarding terrorism and how to protect the safety of European citizens. The EU would create
and manage the network, but the Member States need to cooperate and share information.
A code of conduct for the media is needed: we should avoid putting too much emphasis on
terrorist attacks, because this could lead to more attacks, as terrorists see that their acts
receive massive coverage in the news.
Reduce food waste to help the impoverished and promote sustainability
The EU should encourage Member States to stop wasting so much edible food. This “food
waste” could be sent to people in need in famine-stricken areas and this would also help
prevent damage to farmland.
Gender equality
Gender equality should be promoted by the government sector, including with the help of
schools and social media. All humans are equal and should not be put into boxes according
to their gender – and certainly not in the 21st century.
Increase political interest in Europe by tapping the potential of social media and
education, introducing attractive content (e.g. animated videos) and a Europe day for
schools
In order to address the decline in political interest in Europe, we should use social media
and introduce an “EU project day” in schools. The EU institutions already have social media
accounts, but they should be improved using immediate and interesting content, e.g.
animated videos. Fake news and hate speech easily go viral, so it is up to the EU institutions
to start a communication process that encourages positive content to go viral, by sharing
the ideas of like-minded people.
Ideal school system leading to youth employment
The EU should introduce minimum standards of education and allow students to exercise
some influence over the subjects they study. We want to promote equality by giving
everyone a similar education.
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We should focus on education:
educated people can make
better decisions
A lot of people lack
common knowledge
of what the EU is
We need a shift from
non-renewable to
renewable energy sources
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Plenary session
The final session of “Your Europe, Your Say!” was opened by the
EESC vice-president, Gonçalo Lobo Xavier, who congratulated the
students on their hard work. Each group of students then presented
their proposals aimed at solving the problems of the citizens of
Europe.
During the voting session, which was chaired by EESC member
Evangelia Kekeleki, the students voted on the recommendations,
and the top three proposals came out as follows:

1
2
3

Reduce food waste to help the impoverished
and promote sustainability

Combat nationalism through interactive education and an
internationally agreed history curriculum

Increase political interest in Europe by tapping the potential of social
media and education, introducing attractive content (e.g. animated
videos) and a Europe day for schools

Closing the session, Ms. Kekeleki expressed her conviction that the younger generation could build
another Europe based on values and solidarity, one which worked for everyone: “It is up to you to
create the Europe you deserve”.
The last, touching moment was in the evening, when the pupils gathered together one last time,
with some groups performing traditional songs and dances from their countries.
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Participating groups
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ALBANIA

AUSTRIA

BELGIUM

BULGARIA

CROATIA

CYPRUS

CZECH REPUBLIC

DENMARK

ESTONIA

FINLAND

FRANCE

GERMANY

GREECE

HUNGARY

IRELAND

ITALY
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LATVIA

LITHUANIA

LUXEMBOURG

FYROM

MALTA

MONTENEGRO

NETHERLANDS

POLAND

SLOVENIA

PORTUGAL

SPAIN

ROMANIA

SWEDEN

SERBIA

TURKEY

SLOVAKIA

UNITED KINGDOM
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Students should be able
to spend more time on
their favourite subjects
More languages
lead to more job
opportunities

Useful addresses
YEYS website:
www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-your-europe-your-say-2017
2017 video:
www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-your-europe-your-say-2017-videos
YEYS on FB:
www.facebook.com/youreuropeyoursay/?ref=hl
YEYS on Twitter:
twitter.com/youreurope
YEYS on Instagram:
www.instagram.com/youreurope/
The European Commission White Paper on the Future of Europe:
ec.europa.eu/commission/white-paper-future-europe-reflections-and-scenarios-eu27_en
60 years of the Rome Treaties:
europa.eu/european-union/eu60_en
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ANNEXES

Media coverage and promotional activities
Assessment by the participants
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Media coverage and
promotional activities
As in previous years, the 2017 “Your Europe, Your Say!” event achieved significant media coverage,
both online and in print.
The school visits by EESC members were widely taken up in local, regional and national media
(printed press, radio and television broadcasting). Furthermore, the press of various Member States
and candidate countries reported on the success of YEYS. A special place was given to the event by
Cypriot television, which reported at some length on the participation of a student from Cyprus as
an official speaker.
“Your Europe, Your Say!” enjoyed considerable uptake on social media and has dedicated accounts
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Interactions with the participants and the general public on
these social media increased during the event and the days immediately following.
For the first time since YEYS was launched in 2010, there were tweets on it by the European
Commission. This was partly due to the participation of Commission vice-president Jyrki Katainen,
who also tweeted about the event on his own account and answered a question on YEYS during
his online question time.
Before, during and after the event, 360 tweets and 722 retweets were sent with the hashtag
#YEYS2017, which was mentioned more than 2800 times.
Furthermore, the following promotional activities have been carried out:
• Press releases were prepared for all EESC members visiting schools.
• Two articles and one editorial were published in EESCinfo before the event (January and
March).
• For the first time, the April edition of EESCinfo, which was issued after the event, contained
a 4-page special supplement on YEYS, with the three winning recommendations, a full
report on the proceedings, photographs and quotations from the interactions between the
students.
• A video of the event has been published on the EESC website, YouTube and Facebook, and
has been sent to the schools that took part.
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Twitter: Tweet Types Comparison (YEYS2017)
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Blagodarya, Hvala, Děkuji, Tak, Bedankt, Thank you, Aitäh,

Source: Clarabridge CX SOCIAL
Twitter: Mentions From Popul r Users
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Twitter: Mentions From Popular Users
European Commission @eu_commission

Friday, March 31, 2017, 16:37:40

"I hope you take the #FutureofEurope discussion home & think about what you want from Europe" @jyrkikatainen to #YEYS2017
participants #EU60 https://twitter.com/EU_Com...

Erasmus+ @euerasmusplus

Saturday, November 26, 2016, 13:00:01

Got something to say about the future of Europe? Get involved in the 'Your Europe, Your Say' initiative! #YEYS2017
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/... https://twitter.com/EUEras...

James
Corneille
@jamescorneille
sent a private message
Innovación
Educativa
@averroesportal
to @youreurope

Wednesday,
February 22,
15, 2016,
2017, 09:36:28
18:27:40
Tuesday, November

El @EU_EESC invita a estudiantes de Educación Secundaria a visitar Bruselas @youreurope #YEYS2017 @EducaAnd
http://www.juntadeandaluci...
https://twitter.com/Averro...
Week*
not qeek,
oops
Erasmus+
Retweeted
Sunday, November 20, 2016, 15:10:30

Your Europe,Your Say @youreurope
If you are 16-18 years old and want to be part of #YEYS2017 don't forget to
register before November 30th.More info: http://europa.eu/!Xf79xT http://twitter.com/youreur...

James Corneille @jamescorneille sent a private message
to @youreurope

Wednesday, February 15, 2017, 18:27:33

Hey, you might want to like @PositivityPack on FB by clicking here: http://fb.me/PositivityPack - thought I'd tell you because I'm
doing some giveaways soon!
Oh and there's actually a video you might see called "What a touching story", it's the last post on the page. If you share and like that,
you'll be awesome/spreading the good vibes!
Have a great qeek too.

Educación ONCE
Gobcan@fundacion_once
@educacioncan
Fundación

Tuesday,
November
Thursday,
May29,
4, 2016,
2017, 15:39:36
11:35:03

Último Europe,
día d inscripción
en 'Your
yourevent
say!',organised
que acerca
d la UE aland
alumnado
de Secundaria
"Your
Your Say!"
is the Europe,
annual youth
bylas
theinstituciones
European Economic
Social Committee
#YEYS2017
http://www.gobiernodecanar... https://twitter.com/Educac...
https://www.youtube.com/wa...

Ayia Napa Events @napa_events
sent a private message
Market,Industry&SMEs
Retweeted
to @youreurope
Jyrki Katainen @jyrkikatainen

Wednesday,
February
15, 2017,
2017, 16:42:25
18:11:30
Wednesday,
March 29,

Hi Your Thanks for the follow.
This Friday #YEYS2017: an excellent opportunity to discuss #FutureofEurope and to get feedback from young Europeans #EU60
https://twitter.com/jyrkik...
https://www.facebook.com/A...

People, sorted by influence
Your Europe, Your Say
#YEYS2016 Youth event organized by EESC | Our mission: to let youngsters express their ideas on EU. It's YOUR Europe,
have YOUR say!
3.3K fans • 20 check-ins

Your Europe,Your Say @youreurope
@EU_EESC Youth event! | #YEYS2017 Do you think you have no power? Think again and be an active EU citizen!
1.2K following • 987 followers • 31 listed

>>
1.3K Liked
41 Private Messages
35 Commented

339 Retweeted
24 Mentioned
15 Replied
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>>
Educación Gobcan @educacioncan

Tuesday, November 29, 2016, 15:39:36

Último día d inscripción en 'Your Europe, your say!', que acerca las instituciones d la UE al alumnado de Secundaria
http://www.gobiernodecanar... https://twitter.com/Educac...

Erasmus+ @euerasmusplus

Saturday, November 26, 2016, 13:00:01

Got something to say about the future of Europe? Get involved in the 'Your Europe, Your Say' initiative! #YEYS2017
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/... https://twitter.com/EUEras...

Erasmus+ Retweeted

Sunday, November 20, 2016, 15:10:30

Your Europe,Your Say @youreurope
If you are 16-18 years old and want to be part of #YEYS2017 don't forget to
register before November 30th.More info: http://europa.eu/!Xf79xT http://twitter.com/youreur...

Fundación ONCE @fundacion_once

Source: Clarabridge CX SOCIAL

Thursday, May 4, 2017, 11:35:03

"Your Europe, Your Say!" is the annual youth event organised by the European Economic and Social Committee #YEYS2017
https://www.youtube.com/wa...

30
Ayia Napa Events @napa_events sent a private message
to @youreurope
Hi Your Thanks for the follow.
https://www.facebook.com/A...

Wednesday, February 15, 2017, 18:11:30

This Friday #YEYS2017: an excellent opportunity to discuss #FutureofEurope and to get feedback from young Europeans #EU60
https://twitter.com/jyrkik...

People, sorted by influence
Your Europe, Your Say

1.3K Liked

#YEYS2016 Youth event organized by EESC | Our mission: to let youngsters express their ideas on EU. It's YOUR Europe,
have YOUR say!
3.3K fans • 20 check-ins

Your Europe,Your Say @youreurope

41 Private Messages
35 Commented

339 Retweeted

@EU_EESC Youth event! | #YEYS2017 Do you think you have no power? Think again and be an active EU citizen!
1.2K following • 987 followers • 31 listed

EESC @eu_eesc

24 Mentioned
15 Replied

201 Retweeted

The European Economic and Social Committee is a consultative body of the EU representing #civilsociety. For plenary
content, follow #EESCplenary
1.2K following • 27.2K followers • 932 listed

Jyrki Katainen @jyrkikatainen

15 Mentioned
13 Replied

181 Retweeted

@EU_Commission Vice-President for #Jobs, #Growth, #Investment & #Competitiveness. On the road for #investEU.
816 following • 34.7K followers • 853 listed

19 Mentioned

European Commission @eu_commission

67 Retweeted

News and information from the European Commission. Tweets by the Social Media Team. Engaging on #TeamJunckerEU
priorities: https://t.co/HDhTPYZYmg
1.1K following • 743.5K followers • 9.7K listed

Gonçalo Lobo Xavier @goncaloboxavier

4 Replied

4 Mentioned
3 Replied

43 Retweeted

I'm the Vice President for #Communication of @EU_EESC, the #EU body representing #civilsociety & I advise the board of
@AIMMAP on #innovation #SME #H2020
401 following • 328 followers • 30 listed

8 Mentioned
5 Replied

Source: Clarabridge CX SOCIAL

Assessment by the participants

What do you think of YEYS 2017?
5
4
Satisfaction
Level

3
2
1
0
Welcome
Organisation
Subject
Workshop
Information on social media
Social media posts
Average

Hotel
Member's visit
Material
Website
Followed social media
General experience
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