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The EESC adopts 
opinions

Sections: Spheres of action:

The opinions impact  
on European legislation

Fostering European citizen 
action on environmental  
and agricultural challenges

The NAT section prepares the EESC’s work in two key ar-
eas of EU policy: agriculture and rural development, 
as well as the environment.

It thus deals with specific related policies such as fish-
eries and aquaculture, forestry, biodiversity, animal 
health and welfare, water management, climate 
change, air quality, waste reduction, and food safe-
ty and security of supply.

The NAT section The section for Agriculture, Rural 
Development and the Environment (NAT) 
is one of the EESC sections responsible for 
drawing up opinions. 

What is the EESC?
The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 
is a consultative body set up by the Rome Treaties in 
1957; its members represent employers’ and workers’ or-
ganisations and other civil society players.

Its core mission is to advise the three main EU institutions 
(the European Parliament, the Council, and the European 
Commission), primarily by adopting opinions.

In this way, the EESC helps ensure that European legisla-
tion takes account of the economic and social situa-
tion in the various Member States.

What does the EESC do?  
The EESC facilitates interaction and debate within Euro-
pean civil society since it is the only institutional forum 
where the representatives of organisations with widely 
varying experiences and frequently divergent opinions 
can reach balanced compromises and, in so doing, con-
tribute to the European decision-making process.

The EU institutions can consult the EESC. Such consul-
tation by the European Parliament, the Council or the 
Commission is mandatory in some cases, and optional 
in others.

The EESC may on its own initiative decide to draw up 
an opinion on an issue that it wishes to bring to the at-
tention of the legislator.

Who are the members  
of the EESC?
EESC members are nominated by their own govern-
ments following consultation with key civil society or-
ganisations (trade unions, employers’ organisations, as-
sociations of SMEs, craft workers, farmers, environment 
or consumer protection NGOs, etc.) in a process that var-
ies from one Member State to another.

The EESC’s membership changes every five years in or-
der to reflect as closely as possible civil society devel-
opments in each Member State .

The Sustainable  
Development  
Observatory
The EESC has set up a Sustainable Development Ob-
servatory (SDO) within the NAT section in order to 
ensure a consistent, cross-cutting approach in EESC 
opinions that balances economic, social and envi-
ronmental dimensions.

For further information, please consult  
our website: www.eesc.europa.eu/sdo
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