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Stocks of assets that determine our 
production of goods and services

Source: Forum for the Future

• Manufactured capital

• Financial capital

• Social capital

• Human capital

• Natural capital



‘Our economic 
compass is faulty’

Pavan Sukhdev

Study Leader, The Economics of 
Ecosystems and Biodiversity
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Total Ecosystem Potential for terrestrial ecosystems, 
computed on the basis of indexes



Landscape Ecosystem Potential  and change 

degradation

improvement



Corine land cover map (CLC 
is derived from satellite 
images)

Green Landscape Index 
(derived from CLC)

Nature Value (Naturilis, 
derived from Natura2000 
designated areas)

Fragmentation (Effective 
Mesh Size (MEFF) derived 
from TeleAtlas Roads and 
CLC)

Landscape Ecological Potential
(LEP) 2000, by 1km² grid cell

LEP 2000 by NUTS 2/3

Land Ecosystem Account: Landscape Ecological Potential

� and



Trends in NPP and cumulated annual change 2000-2008
(2008-2007)+(2007-2006)+(2006-2005) …(2001-2000)
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Priorities for fast-track implementation of 
ecosystem accounts



Ecosystem accounts highlight what is really
happening to our stocks of bio-carbon



But perhaps even more important, they inform
us of ecosystem health – crucial for resilience
and adaptation to climate change impacts



Only by communicating in the same language as 
national accounts can environmental and social 

perspectives earn the same status 
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