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ARC2020 then and now

• From 2010-2015 ARC2020 
was a platform for 153 
NGOs, CSOs and farmer 
organisations. 

• Now we’re an 
independent NGO
focused on better 
farming, food and rural 
policies and practices, as 
well as in facilitating 
debates and other 
communications on these 
issues.



Agroecology

• We believe in a 
transition towards 

agroecology

• which integrates farmer 
knowledge and citizen 
rights into a more 
holistic agri-food 
system. 

• This involves the 
phasing out of agri-
chemical inputs 



Transition towards agroecology

• We support a transition 

towards agroecology 

and this is how we 

would see a glyphosate 

ban transpire:

• Time (7-10 years) is 

needed for the 

functional biodiversity 

of agroecological

systems to fully work.



Yield

• the yield gap is shortening when comparing conventional and 
organic systems

• This yield gap is now down to 20% and with multi-cropping 

and crop rotations under 10%. In some cases, the yield gap is 
now gone. 

• Farmers would need to be compensated for any yield lost by 
CAP supports in the interim - that's what public goods for 
public money means

• Transitioning towards agroecology has the potential to create 
more rural, diversified employment: farmer autonomy 

would increase as the farmer would have more control over 

inputs and thus costs.



Agroecological methods 

• Biological

• Physical 

• Mechanical 



Glyphosate

• a non-selective herbicide

• kills all plants 

indiscriminately 

• Is antimicrobial - kills 

bacteria, algae and fungi 

• Many recorded negative 

impacts nature 

• During an era of mass 

extinction



Glyphosate and people



Glyphosate and people

• Its near ubiquitous –

beer and bread

• Used to kill plant at 

harvesting (dessication)

• “Probable carcinogen” 

(WHO’s IARC) 
• Photo by Chaufer-43 (CC BY 2.0)



Glyphosate and regulation

• lack of long term 

studies

• significant findings are 

diluted by the many 

industry funded private 

studies

• co-formulants

• Ombudsman “EFSA 

guilty of 

maladministration”





Derogations

• Re neonicotinoids 

• “13 European governments have provided 

farmers and pesticide producers with 

permission to sidestep the regulations...all 58 

were approved, indeed the Commission has 

never rejected such a request” (Politico 

25/03/2017)



Real world use

• Pesticide drift 48% caused by “applicator 

carelessness” (Lee et al 2011)

• Who inspects on the ground – buffer 

zones?

• Undocumented and poorly treated 

workers 



To conclude

• Olivier De Schutter:

• “It is not a lack of 
evidence holding back the 
agroecological
alternative. It is the 
mismatch between its 
huge potential to 

improve outcomes across 

food systems, and its 

much smaller potential 

to generate profits for 

agribusiness firms.”


