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Pedro NARRO (ES)

Rapporteur for the Own-initiative opinion NAT/500

As part of developing an opinion on the future of young farmers, 

the Committee decided to initiate a thorough reflection on a 

matter of priority, the generational change in the European 

countryside. The Conference held on April 6 2011, organised by 

the EESC’s NAT Section, shows the need to put issues affecting 

young farmers at the forefront of the EU agenda. The statistics 

presented during the meeting are indicative of an ongoing 

neglect of agriculture; an aging farming population and a 

continual process of rural exodus. In fact, only 6% of farmers 

are under 35 years while about 34% of farms are run by farmers 

over 65 years.

The Committee has already noted, in several opinions, the 

strategic inter-connected nature of agricultural production and 

food supply/security, so it’s time to move forward in defining 

specific policies and tools to highlight, the key role and 

input of young farmers, in particular, and the agricultural 

sector in general. Young farmers who participated in the 

hearing, despite their different origins and nature of production, 

agreed to stress the main problems facing young people, 

access to land and access to credit. Any successful 

strategy must seek to address these issues beforehand. At 

this time of redefinition of the Common Agricultural Policy, 

is important to prioritize young people through support to 

foster projects of exchange between farmers, encourage the 

effective participation of youth in cooperatives and farming 

organisations, support adequate training on market needs and 

promote new technologies.

European civil society must understand that young 

farmers, not only want to help, but that their main 

interests lie in the implementation of comprehensive and 

coherent policies to consolidate an adequate standard 

of living in the countryside, make it an attractive place 

where young people will want to live through agricultural 

activity and to earn a decent and fair income for their toil. 

This would benefit everyone.

Despite the general pessimism that pervades the European 

agricultural sector these days, the Committee would like to 

send a message of optimism and hope for a new generation 

of farmers that they will be able to face the great challenge of 

providing food security to consumers with quality products that 

are healthy and environmentally friendly.

What are the prospects for Participatory Democracy in Europe?
RF: You are talking today at the conference about participatory 
democracy, what are the main points that came out of the 
morning session?

LJ: We have journeyed over a long, interesting and historical 
path that has reached a very important concrete achievement, 
which is now enshrined into Article 11 of the Lisbon Treaty, 
which has embedded, in a quasi-constitutional way, a specific 
role for the EESC in relation to Participatory Democracy, 
enacted through various types of Civil Dialogue and has 
also laid the foundations for the launching of the European 
Citizens Initiative. So, now the biggest challenges lie ahead 
and the greater part of the work needs to be done to make 
these challenges a reality and implement these provisions.

RF: Well, looking at the state of participatory democracy at 
European level, for example, the historically low interest and 
turn-out at the European Parliament elections, particularly in 
the so-called ‘old’ Member States, what are the prospects to 
re-engage with the citizens?  

LJ: Yes, there is a clear contradiction: one the one hand it must 
be recognised that much has been done over the past decade 
or so to increase civic participation, not only through the 
activities and role of the EESC, European Commission and the 

European Parliament, but also through the active part played 
by civil society organisations in engaging at Europe level and 
in various consultation processes. On the other hand, this 
is obviously not sufficient, given the increasingly low turn-
out for EP elections and the creeping disengagement of EU 
citizens, who feel that the EU is very remote and even not 
particularly relevant to their daily lives: all of this at a time 
when European values and the role and influence of the EU 
on the world stage is increasing at an enormous rate. These 
attitudes and perceptions must be addressed head-on at all 
levels, not only by the EU Institutions but also by organised 
civil society and our Committee should take the responsibility 
of acting, as it defines itself, as a bridge between the European 
Institutions and organised civil society, by re-opening the 
debate and working towards a better understanding between 
the EU and its citizens. 

RF: You have just launched a Compendium: what does it 
contain, exactly?

LJ: This compendium documents the work already done 
by the EESC over the past 20 years, but is only one part 
of the story: it underlines the foundations, reminding us 
that we are not starting from zero, that much has been 
achieved to date through long debates and hard-fought 

compromises, but also what is not there is an analysis of 
the wealth of good practices that has been established and 
how we must assess how can capitalise on this in the future.  
Reading through the Compendium, it is interesting to note 
that the concept of horizontal and vertical civil dialogue 
set out by the EESC as long ago as 2000 was subsequently 
included verbatim in Article 11(1) and (2) of the Lisbon 
Treaty. Civil Dialogue can take place via a bottom up 
process where the organisations take the initiative through 
to a top-down process where the institutions activate 
the process. Civil dialogue is an essential instrument for 
applying the governance principles: openness, participation, 
accountability, effectiveness, coherence and subsidiarity.

RF: So, we have now new and additional tools to use as 
citizens in a democratic society, but we need to learn how to 
use these tools, is that correct?

LJ: Yes, we have to learn from the past, because an individual 
or an organisation that does not have a clear understanding 
of their past, has no future. So we must continue to invent new 
tools and elaborate fresh concepts to tackle the challenges of 
the future, to address the crisis of legitimacy and to define the 
new frontiers of our engagement with the citizen.
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IN.Interview 

 

Some insights from Luca Jahier, President of Group III, 
based on an interview conducted by  
Raymond Frenken of EUX.TV on 22 March 2011



RF: What final thoughts do you walk away with following this 
marathon day of discussions on participatory democracy?

LJ: We have learned that there is a very wide and large 
diverse range of experiences in the Member States and the 
challenges for the future are many and great. These days, 
things are happening with such enormous speed: if we think 
of the issues facing us right now, the crisis in the Eurozone, the 
unexpected emergence of and struggle for civil democracy 
in the Middle-East and North Africa, the humanitarian 
disaster and nuclear energy situation in Japan…and the EU 
is expect to react to all these issues. However, amongst all this 
commitment and engagement at a global level, we must also 
not loose sight of our individual citizens and continue to take 
steps and introduce measures to ensure that they do not feel 
ignored and isolated, in this process.

RF: What should people throughout Europe know about what 
happened here today?

LJ: While we were live on Twitter today and people were 
sending their tweets. This is engagement through social media 
and I, personally, prefer contact at a more individual human 
level. Therefore, we need to identify and communicate key 
issues which affect the concrete lives of people and identify 
the impact of policies and make them feel that history is not 
simply happening all around them but, rather they are, and 
should feel, a part of it; they should be fully on board and not 
feel that they are left on the sidelines. 

There remains much more work to be done!

More interviews and the final declaration of the meeting may be 
seen on our web site here:

 http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-
participatory-democracy-prospects

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-
participatory-democracy-prospects

Interview of the month continued..

News from Group III

Dev Sharma, who died suddenly in early April aged 64, was a much respected 
colleague and a good friend.  He started in the EESC in 1998 and was, therefore, 
for most of us in Group III now, a source of information and support as we began 
our work. He brought a quiet voice of rationality to our heated debates on occasion 
as well as knowledge and expertise to a range of issues.  He was committed to 
the EESC’s work in China, India and the ACP.  He contributed greatly to discussions 
around health and migration which reflected his work in the UK and in other 
European Associations.
At home he had been the Chief Executive for the Commission on Racial Equality, 
for which he received a UK honour, and was currently the Chairman of a large 
hospital group within the National Health Service. He also found time to contribute 
to charitable organisations which included the Shaw Trust for the rehabilitation of 
disadvantaged people and offenders and his family trust which provided support in 
the region of India from where his family originated.

Beyond his work commitments Dev was devoted to his family and loved staying 
in his house in France, enjoying the wine and driving his tractor.  Sharing a glass of 
wine with Dev at the airport at the end of a long session at the EESC is a memory I 
will continue to enjoy along with his kindness, gentle humour and friendship.

We will greatly miss him.

Maureen O’Neill together with all the UK Members of Group III  

The President of Group III, Luca Jahier, and the staff of the Group III secretariat join all 
members and colleagues in sending their sincere condolences to the Sharma family 
wishing them strength at this extremely difficult time of loss.

A tribute to Sukhdev SHARMA (UK): “A man for all 
seasons and a thorough gentleman”

 

European Year on Volunteering - 2011
Two key events on EY11 were held in the UK recently, organised by the European Parliament 
Office in Edinburgh and by Volunteurope in London.  Maureen O’NEILL (UK), representing 
the EESC, joined the panel of speakers on both occasions which included Marian Harkin, 
MEP, John Macdonald, Head of the Task Force in Edinburgh and Conny Reuter, President of 

the European Social Platform amongst others.  Both events were well attended and 
the debate brisk, both on the celebration of the difference which volunteers make and 
concerns about the infrastructure support to volunteers being undermined as a result 
of the economic crisis just when the demand for support and services is increasing. 

The commitment and passion felt by those who volunteer and those supporting them were evident and are 
reflected in all settings. There was a particular focus on the role of volunteers in informal and non formal 
learning; how to support the governance of voluntary organisations; sharing good practice and approaches 
with volunteers across Member States and having clear evidence of the impact of volunteering on both a 
social and economic basis.  

EY11 will provide an opportunity to bring people together and to reinforce the evidence of the benefits of 
volunteering for both individuals and society.

We were among the participants at the NAT Section sponsored hearing 
on the future for Europe’s Young Farmers, which took place at the EESC in 
Brussels on 6 April 2011. Marc Jones was invited by me to speak on behalf 
of Wales Young Farmers Movement as a Panel Member and I am grateful to 

the NAT Section for enabling this visit to take place. Marc and the Wales Young Farmers are very grateful to the 
EESC for their interest and support. They hope that the Opinion, for which Pedro Narro is the Rapporteur, will 
influence Commission thinking and offer real support for increasing the number of young people attracted into 
the industry and rural areas. Tom Jones was delighted at the quality of presentations at the hearing and for 
the possibility that the EESC provides for the involvement of small rural civil organisations in EU policy making.

Visit of Greek and Turkish Cypriot Women in Political 
Organisations and NGOs organised by the European 
Commission - 17-18 March 2011
As part of the visit of Greek and Turkish Cypriot Women in political organisations and 
NGOs the Commission organised a conference addressing a number of gender equality 
aspects. Ms. Grace ATTARD (MT), EESC member of Group III – Vice-President of SOC 
Section and President of the National Council of Women, Malta, made a presentation 

on “Changing Attitudes”. Ms Attard highlighted key areas of the EU Commission Report on the Progress on 
Equality between Men and Women in 2010 with particular reference to the five priority areas of the Women’s 
Charter and the Strategy: equal economic independence; equal pay for equal work and work of equal value; 
equality in decision-making; dignity, integrity and an end to gender-based violence; and gender equality 
outside the Union. The presentation focused on the different levels regarding women’s participation rates in 
political and economic decision making in EU member states. This was followed by an interactive discussion on 
a number of stereotypical attitudes including statements such as tradition, culture and religion determine the 
development of women’s role in society; and men are more suitable than women in political decision-making 
roles; and private companies will lose the competitive edge if maternity leave is extended, among others. 
The discussion challenged these attitudes and the participants came up with proposals on how women in 
political posts, in the business sector, in trade unions and NGOs can help bring about changes in attitudes. The 
conference was also addressed by Ms. Myria Vassiliadou, Directorate General for Home Affairs on the Directive 
on Human Trafficking, referring to the forthcoming publication of the relevant directive by the Commission. On 
the 14th of December the European Commission appointed Ms Myria Vassiliadou to serve as Anti-Trafficking 
Coordinator. The establishment of an Anti Trafficking Coordinator will provide for an overall strategic and policy 
orientation in the field of trafficking in human beings. She will improve coordination and coherence between 
EU institutions and agencies as well as with Member States and international actors. The Anti-Trafficking 
Coordinator will contribute to the elaboration of existing and new EU policies relevant to the fight against 
trafficking in human beings, in particular in relation to third countries. 

By bringing together prevention, law enforcement, and victim protection, she will ensure that all appropriate 
means for EU action against trafficking are adequately used and mobilized. Finally Mr Dimitrios Kourkoulas, 
Director – Enlargement Policy and Communication discussed the issue of European Integration

Group III members in the spotlight playing a key role

 

Maureen O’NEILL (UK) 
Vice-President of Group III
Member of the Study 
Group on the EU Year on 
Volunteering

 
Grace ATTARD (MT)
National Council of
Women of Malta

 

Group III member Tom Jones (right) and 
Marc Jones, Wales Young Farmers Movement



News from civil society organisations close to Group III 

EU policy on smart energy future must take consumers 
onboard

On 12 April 2011, BEUC issued a press 
release in which its DG, Monique 
Goyens, states that “the energy sector 

is enthusiastic about smart grids and smart meters’ potential. 
To ensure consumers are equally eager, it is indispensable that 
smart meters are user-friendly and that consumers receive clear 
explanations on how to make full use of this tool. “

To read the full text of the PR, click here:http://docshare.beuc.org/
docs/1/DPJHLFLBJCIALEOGBPLLCBEKPDWY9DBYCN9DW3571KM/
BEUC/docs/DLS/2011-00286-01-E.pdf

 Cooperative Enterprises 
build a better world”

CECOP recently commented 
on the upcoming United 

Nations International Year of Cooperatives in 2012.

To read their views, please go to: http://www.cecop.coop/
International-Year-of-Cooperatives

COFACE comments of the European Platform against 
Poverty and Social Exclusion

On 31 March 2011 COFACE posted 
an article on its website in which it 
welcomed the comprehensive and 
multi-dimensional representation of 

poverty and social exclusion in European Commission proposals 
for a European Platform Against Poverty and Social Exclusion.

You can read the full text of the article here:  http://coface-eu.
org/en/upload/2011%20WG1/WG1_2011_Platform_Against_
Poverty.pdf

COPA elects new 
President

On 7 April 2011, COPA COGECA elected Gerd Sonnleitner as 
the new President for the period 2011-2013. He will succeed 
Pádraig Walshe whose term-in office has expired.

To read the relevant press release, please go to: http://www.copa-
cogeca.eu/Main.aspx?page=HomePage

 Energy savings in practice: the role of the 
EU Eco-design

On 13 April 2001, the EEB organised a 
conference in Brussels within the context of 
European Sustainable Energy Week. 

More information on the event along with the programme can be 
found here: http://www.eeb.org/?LinkServID=35759A76-AC9B-
BBF1-A5C8C0774CB58623&showMeta=0

Major Conference 
on Renewable 
Energy

A Euro Coop conference “Boosting Renewable Energy Supply 
and In-Store Energy Efficiency”, was held in the morning of 13th 
April 2011 at the Charlemagne building, Brussels. The event was 
organised in the framework of the European Union Sustainable 
Energy Week (EUSEW) 2011, aimed to give a snapshot of the 
EU institutions and environmental NGO standpoints on energy 
sustainability as well as to present the factual contribution that 
consumer co-operatives are giving to implement it in their daily 
operations.

More information on this event and the programme can be found 
here: http://www.eurocoop.coop/index.php?option=com_con
tent&view=article&id=392&catid=69&Itemid=170&lang=en

EDF Secretary General elected Vice-
President of Social Platform 

On 6 April 2011, Rodolfo Cattani, Chairman 
of the Commission for Liaising with the EU 
of the European Blind Union (EBU), and EDF 

Secretary General, was elected Vice-President of Social Platform 
during the general assembly of the Platform of European Social 
NGOs.

To read more, please go to: http://www.edf-feph.org/Page_
Generale.asp?DocID=13855&thebloc=26945

Revision of the Sustainable 
Consumption and Production Action 
Plan

UEAPME has recently published a 
position paper on its website outlining its first reflections on 
the upcoming revision of the Sustainable Consumption and 
Production Action Plan (SCP AP)

To consult the paper, follow: http://www.ueapme.com/IMG/
pdf/110324_first_reflections_revision_SCP.pdf

The Reform of the CFP:  the 
essential demands of the 
sector

On 23 March, 2011, Europêche, in collaboration with Copa 
Cogeca, published a position paper entitled: “Our global vision 
for the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy”.

Please follow the link to read the document: http://www.
europeche.org/images/stories/downdoc/Prises_de_position/
EP_11_39_EN.doc

 

European Youth Forum discusses youth 
rights with Council of Europe Secretary 
General

On 7 April 2011, Peter Matjašič, President of 
the European Youth Forum met with Thorbjørn 

Jagland, the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to 
discuss the rights of young people in Europe and presented the 
EYF’s work plan and priorities for the next two years.

To read more about the meeting and consult the two-year 
programme, please go to: http://www.youthforum.org/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id=997%3Aeuropean-
youth-forum-meets-council-of-europe-secretary-general&catid=
25%3Anews&Itemid=30&lang=en

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
The Social Economy Category will hold a meeting on 11 May 2011. Draft agenda items include a 
discussion of the Category’s work programme 2011-2012, an exchange of views with Polish Presidency 
and the preparation of meeting with European Parliament’s Social Economy Intergroup.

The Farmers’ Category and the Consumers’ & Environment Category will hold a joint meeting on 
16 May 2011. The theme for the morning session will centre on “The future of the CAP: for the benefit 
of consumers and producers”, and will include input from DG AGRI, Copa Cogeca, Via Campensia and 
members of the EESC.  
 
The SMEs, Crafts and Professions Category are planning their next meeting on the theme: “European 
Day of the Liberal Professions” on 6 June 2011. Mr Michel Barnier European Commissioner for the 
Internal Market and Services is being invited to give the keynote speech on the theme: “Perspectives for 
regulated and non-regulated Liberal Professions in the internal market 2010”. Other topics for 
panel discussion will be in the morning, “Transparency, Independence and Qualification: European 
core values of Liberal Professions and their monitoring” and, in the afternoon, “Orders, colleges 
and Professional Associations as Players under the single market and professional qualification 
directive”.                

More information on the work of the categories can be found on our website (http://www.eesc.europa.
eu/?i=portal.en.group-3), by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or the Secretariat of Group 
III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

Quote of the month…

“There is nothing 
more powerful 

than an idea whose 
time has come.” 

Victor Hugo (1802-1885)
French poet, playwright, novelist, 
essayist, visual artist, statesman, 

human rights activist and 
exponent of the Romantic 

movement in France.

 

 



Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 

At its plenary session on 15-16 March the European 
Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted the 
following opinions for which Group III members were 
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Gerd WOLF (DE) – INT/545 “Europe 2020 
Flagship Initiative - Innovation Union” (EESC 
opinion 524/2011)

The Committee welcomes the Commission’s 
Communication and the fact that innovations 

are understood and defined in terms of their broader 
ramifications – in other words, that they span not only research, 
technology and products, but also all human interactions 
and kinds of organisations, including social services, business 
practices and models, design, branding and services, as well 
as the diverse interplay between them. The essential political 
task is to create reliable, innovation-friendly Europe-wide 
boundary conditions and frameworks with sufficient leeway, 
thus relieving potential inventors and innovation processes of 
the burden of the present fragmentation and overloading of 
regulatory frameworks and bureaucracies diversified across 27 
Member States plus the Commission. 

Thus Committee recommends concentrating much more effort 
on removing any obstacles opposing or hindering the swift 
introduction of innovations and the creation of an Innovation 
Union.

Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) - INT/550 
“Consumers and cross border possibilities 
within the Single Market” (EESC 526/2011)

The Committee welcomes the Council’s 
approval of a common approach regarding 
consumer law on 24 January 2011, but 

is concerned about the subsequent developments in the 
European Parliament, and therefore urges the Hungarian 
Presidency to maintain the path set by the Council, ensuring 
that the final result can restore the confidence of consumers. In 
this opinion the EESC makes various specific recommendations 
regarding the following issues: a review of the directive on 
unfair commercial practices; a legal instrument for collective 
action at EU level; a review of the “package travel” directive and 
the legislation on air passengers’ rights; the single market in 
retail financial services; digital agenda and local cross-border 
trade.

Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES) - 
SOC/391 “The future of the European Social 
Fund after 2013” (EESC 529/2011)

At this time of economic crisis, the European 
Council’s decision to enhance the role of the 
ESF is particularly important. Investment 

must be aimed at both the development of human resources, 
improving skills and the reintegration into the labour market of 
workers who have been made redundant. Nonetheless, priority 
should be given to the creation of quality jobs, sustainable 
growth and the incorporation into the labour market and into 
society of vulnerable social groups. The ESF should – as an 
EU instrument promoting investment in human resources – 
support the three priorities of the Europe 2020 Strategy: smart, 
inclusive and sustainable growth.

Pavel TRANTINA (CZ) – SOC/395 “Youth 
on the Move/ an initiative to unleash the 
potential of young people to achieve smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth in the 
European Union” (EESC 530/2011)

The EESC is aware of the need to focus 
on young people who are seriously affected by the current 
economic crisis. It recognises the utility of the Youth on 
the Move initiative as an integral part of the Europe 2020 
measures, and welcomes the overall provisions set out in 
the communication. The Committee, inter alia: is ready to 
contribute to their implementation by joining forces and 
heightening the initiative’s profile with the social partners and 
civil society organisations and by identifying existing gaps 
in the initiative which are covered by the EU Youth Strategy; 
supports the creation of a quality framework for traineeships; 
applauds the measures geared towards removing legal and 
administrative obstacles to the free movement of young people 
for education, traineeships and apprenticeships; welcomes the 
Commission’s initiative to enhance the validation of non-formal 
learning and increase the visibility of skills acquired outside 
the formal education system (such as through the European 
Skills Passport) and welcomes the development of instruments 
at national level, such as the Youth Guarantee. In conclusion, 
the EESC will look closely at the potential contribution of the 
European system of student loans in accordance with the 
possibilities and instruments already available.

Nikolaos LIOLIOS (ES) - NAT/487 
“Phosphates in household laundry detergents” 
(EESC 532/2011)

The EESC welcomes the European 
Commission’s general approach, where 

the desired reduction in the risk of eutrophication in the 
aquatic environment is accompanied by a review of technical 
and socio-economic viability and of the implications of 
replacing phosphates for the effectiveness and performance 
of detergents. In accordance with this reasoning, the EESC 
favours option 4, which advocates limits only on phosphates 
in household laundry detergents, not in automatic dishwasher 
(ADW) or industrial and institutional (I&I) detergents.

Lutz RIBBE (DE) - NAT/488 “Mid term review 
of the LIFE+ Regulation” (EESC 533/2011)

Despite regrettable implementation 
difficulties, which resulted in the first LIFE+ 
projects only beginning in January 2009, 

the EESC has always stressed the high importance of the LIFE 
Programme, which has been running for nearly 20 years, for 
developing and shaping European environmental policy. It 
believes that it is also necessary and appropriate to continue 
and further develop the programme during the next funding 
period (2013–2020). The EESC believes that the LIFE Programme 
must be as flexible an instrument as possible to enable the 
Commission to play an effective shaping role. Although 
LIFE can provide valuable contributions and suggestions for 
possible solutions, it can neither correct failures arising from 
other EU policy areas nor finance all EU environment-related 
strategies. The Committee acknowledges the role of nature 
and environmental protection organisations in shaping 
environmental policy, but also recognised that other sectors 
of civil society should also be encouraged to cooperate more 
closely in LIFE projects in the future.

Pedro NARRO (ES) - NAT/510 “Establishing 
a common organisation of agricultural 
markets and on specific provisions for 
certain agricultural products - Single CMO 
Regulation)” (EESC 537/2011)

The EESC welcomes the potential for simplification and 
transparency that alignment with the Treaty of Lisbon might 
offer for the complex legislation flowing from the single 
CMO. Nevertheless, the general public needs to have greater 
simplification and clarity. The Commission should lose no time 
in making clear how experts are to be consulted and how 
the Management Committee’s new operating procedures 
will work as regards the implementing acts. The EESC calls 
for a clear definition of delegated acts and of the term “non-
essential”, which characterises such acts. It is imperative that 
the Parliament and Council be given detailed information of 
the acts to be adopted as a matter of urgency, thus making it 
easier to repeal the delegation if required.

Ludvík JÍROVEC (CZ) - NAT/512 “Vaccination 
against Bluetongue” (EESC 538/2011)

The EESC believes that the amended 
Directive has fully taken on board the latest 
technological developments regarding 

the production of vaccines which can also be successfully 
used outside areas subject to animal movement restrictions. 
The proposed amendment to the Directive includes an 
assurance that it will not increase the administrative burden 
for the Member States, except for information regarding the 
introduction of a vaccination programme. No significant social 
impact is expected. The Committee fully endorses this objective 
and welcomes the proposal based on this assurance.

Michael SMYTH (UK) –EUR/001 “The 
Annual Growth Survey: advancing the EU’s 
comprehensive response to the crisis” (EESC 
544/2011)

The Committee regrets that in this first Annual 
Growth Survey the European Commission has missed the 
opportunity to continue with the Europe 2020 spirit of directly 
targeting smart, sustainable, and inclusive growth, focusing 
instead on fiscal consolidation in a narrow way, combined with 
proposals regarding labour markets that are often imbalanced 
and lacking the European dimension of the single market with 
its future-oriented growth drivers.  Moreover, the Committee 
underlines that it will be impossible to consolidate the public 
budgets without a sufficient rate of economic growth. It regrets 
that the Commission has not set out a growth scenario that 
maximises the potential of the single market, but concentrates 
instead on drastic fiscal consolidation as the prerequisite for 
growth. The EESC believes that the European Commission 
must clarify its position on the quotas and closed shops which 
have an impact on the professional sectors. A distinction 
should be made between what concerns non-discriminatory 
public services and services of general interest and what might 
constitute real obstacles to the potential of the single market. 
As regards rules on trade, it is also essential to study in depth 
all of their consequences on jobs in the sector and to apply the 
subsidiarity principle to matters such as zoning and opening 
hours which must depend mainly on local, cultural, weather or 
other conditions.
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Highlights of the March 2011 EESC Plenary Session

Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) will chair the study group 
for the opinion on: “Better governance of the Single Market through 
greater administrative cooperation: A strategy for expanding and 
developing the Internal Market Information System (‘IMI’)” – INT/
SMO/572.

Mr Ronny LANNOO (BE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Review 
of the “Small Business Act for Europe” – INT/573.

Prof. Gerd WOLF (DE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Response 
to the Report of the Expert Group on the Interim Evaluation of 
the Seventh Framework Programme for Research, Technological 
Development and Demonstration Activities and to the Report of the 

Expert Group on the Interim Evaluation of the Risk-Sharing Finance 
Facility” – INT/575.

Prof. Gerd WOLF (DE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Rules for 
the participation of undertakings, Research Centres and Universities 
in indirect actions under the framework programme of the EAEC 
(2012-2013)” – INT/576.

Mr Krzysztof PATER (PL) will chair the study group for the opinion on: 
“Common consolidated corporate tax base” – ECO/302.

Mr Willem PÁLENÍK (SK) will chair the study group for the opinion on: 
“Energy Taxation Directive” – ECO/303.

Mr Pedro NARRO (ES) will chair the study group for the opinion on: 
“GMOs in the EU” – NAT/513.

Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Roadmap for moving to a competitive low carbon economy in 2050” 
– NAT/514.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions


