
ED.Editorial

The European Parliament (EP) election as well 
as the renewal of the European Commission 
offers an opportunity for policy changes and a 
broad debate on the future of Europe. This was 
the context in which it appeared Action Plan for 
Europe. The central idea of the Action Plan for 
Europe, which the EESC plenary approved in late 
April, is that we still have five years to save and 
rebuild the Union by learning from the financial 
crisis that has led to a social and a political 
crisis. And the answer is not nationalism and 
populism but a European response: economy 
and society to be resource-efficient, efficient, 
sustainable, and innovative inclusive and 
responsive to the needs of an ageing European 

society. From this perspective the 2014 European 
elections can help the European Union to recast 
itself by consolidating Economic Union, Social 
Union and Democratic and Civic Union and 
rebuild trust among citizens. 

In the past Europe has been capable of bold 
and far-reaching democratic and institutional 
innovation. Now, the post crisis would require 
a reinvention of the Community method 
envisaged by Jean Monnet, a Community 
method plus. This would mean a vision of real 
dialogue with major social and economic 
players, a dialogue with direct impact on Union 
policies. And 2015 could become the year of 

organisation of a European Convention on of 
Participatory Democracy and Active Citizenship. 

Now would be needed to build up a true citizen 
agenda to be addressed by the Union and it 
member states. The situation is fluid: in the 
December 2013 Eurobarometer the EU citizens’ 
trust in the EU achieved a historical low of 31%; 
two-thirds of Europeans felt that „their voice does 
not count in the EU”. And the unemployment 
(51%) and the economic situation (33%) 
became the biggest concerns. In this context, 
EESC can work to: protect fundamental rights; 
foster democratic resilience - the capacity of 
political institutions and social organizations 

to promote fundamental rights, democratic 
values, pluralism and tolerance; strengthen the 
institutions involved in civil dialogue at all levels 
and to promote solidarity. 

In order to achieve these objectives the Action 
Plan for Europe was structured around three 
main axes: achieving a real Economic Union, 
strengthening of available and cohesive Social 
Union and the construction of a European 
Civic Space to strengthen the participatory 
democracy.

You can read more about the Action Plan here: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.news.32025

An Action Plan for Europe: Citizen’s voice for a 
competitive social and fair European Union 

INTERVIEW: At your service
The European Ombudsman is committed to ensuring that 
citizens, NGOs, associations and companies, are aware of 
their right to complain about maladministration in the EU 
institutions. The Ombudsman recognises the important role 
that the media play in informing public opinion, enriching 
debate, and in increasing the visibility of her services in all 
the EU Member States. A pro-active media policy constitutes 
a central component of the office’s activities and of its efforts 
to promote respect for rights under EU law and to improve the 
quality of administration. The Ombudsman aims to reach out 
to the Brussels-based European correspondents as well as to 
national and regional journalists in all the EU Member States. 
The aim is to inform the media mainly via press releases, press 
conferences, background discussions, and interviews.

EUROPE III - What are your main goals and principal 
objectives during your tenure as Ombudsman?

I am ambitious for the impact of my office, whose role is to 
make sure that every EU institution lives up to the highest 
standards of ethics, transparency and good administration. 
One of my core priorities is to direct our resources towards 
more sharply defined and strategic areas of investigation. In 
practice, this mainly means that, alongside the investigations 
that we conduct on the basis of complaints, I am also 
increasingly using my power of initiative to investigate 
systemic problems in the EU administration more strategically. 
Among these problems are ‘revolving doors’ and conflict of 
interest situations in the EU institutions.

EUROPE III - Your campaign to push for simplicity in the use 
of language in the EU Institutions is much admired: it will be 
an uphill battle - do you think you can succeed?

I am keenly aware that the institutions have to communicate 
on often complex, or even dry and unappealing subject matter. 
However, the onus is on them to send out clear messages. I 
believe the principles of transparency and accessibility must 
apply to all communications from the EU. The Commission’s 
Clear Writing Campaign, which I applaud, is in my view, an 
explicit acceptance of the need for a friendly and light tone 
in communication. For my own part, I have established a 
new style and approach to writing, so that the decisions and 
reports that my office produces are more concise, clear, and 
reader-friendly.

EUROPE III - You are a journalist by profession, so 
communication is undoubtedly a priority for you - what other 
particular skills does the role of Ombudsman require?

Dialogue is certainly an important factor in my work. I 
constantly seek to establish and maintain dialogue with my 
office’s various stakeholders. This takes the form of regular 
interactive citizen events with high ranking EU officials; 
individual meetings with the latter; and specific events and 
meetings with NGOs and other associations, and businesses. 
I also co-ordinate the European Network of Ombudsmen, 
which is key in settling citizens’ complaints and in exchanging 
best practices across Europe.

EUROPE III - On 15 April 2014, you participated in the 
European Citizens’ Initiative Day at the EESC – do you see 
this instrument as a real tool of participatory democracy for 
EU citizens and how do you rate the European Commission’s 
response to the ECI so far?

A new means of gaining citizens’ trust, the ECI is the key to 
empowering EU citizens to actively participate in EU decision-
making. I have opened an inquiry on my own initiative into the 
proper functioning of the ECI procedure and the Commission’s 
role and responsibility in this regard. As a first step, I collected 
feedback from ECI organisers, citizens, and other interested 
parties. Some of the points raised in that feedback concern 
eliminating the ID number requirement, lowering the age 
threshold to 16, increasing the collection period to 18 months, 
and providing legal and other support to ECIs. I will now 
analyse that feedback and, on that basis, ask the Commission 
to react.

EUROPE III - Looking to the future, what areas will be the 
most challenging for you in this new position?

Many challenges lie ahead. Tackling the practice of revolving 
doors and other conflict of interest issues in the EU institutions 
is but one of them. In addition, I have started a series of 
new inquiries on my own initiative. They focus on areas of 
significant public interest or governance and ethics. The 
first one concerns the composition and transparency of the 
hundreds of expert groups on whose advice the Commission 
relies heavily to draw up legislation and policy. As a first step, 
I have launched a public consultation on this issue, so that 
citizens, experts, interest groups, and other organisations can 
give us their views on how these groups are operating.

To read more about the European Ombudsman 
and her office, please go to: 

http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/press/
introduction.faces
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ThE BIG BANG – 10 yEARS ON!

In 2004, 10 new Member States joined the EU, causing a bit of an 
earthquake in Brussels, in what has become to be known as “The 
Big Bang”. At the Group III meeting on 29 April, 2014, there was a 
discussion about enlargement and President Luca Jahier made the 
following introductory comments: 

“Ten years ago, on the 1st of May, ten new Member States signed the 
accession treaty to the European Union. I think that we all recall that 
event with great emotion: it was the end of the long process, a long 
road – not always an easy one – but a road to freedom, progress, 
reconciliation and reunification of Europe, which had been divided 

for so long. I think that it is appropriate that today we recall these events, which are at risk of 
being forgotten among all the events that we are facing today. We’re talking about the history of 
hundreds of millions of Europeans: a huge number. And let’s think about the impact it has had 
on the other four hundred million Europeans, and it also has a meaning for all of those who are 
not yet part of the European Union, as a sign of geopolitical and geostrategic process that has 
changed the face of Europe, and promises much for Europe in its international relations.

We have to celebrate this day and commemorate the battles, the efforts, but also the joy and 
hopes that marked this whole process, what we have mutually achieved over these years and 
what still need to be worked, together. I also think that, in recalling this fact, it is important to 
look at what is happening now at the Eastern borders of the EU, in Ukraine: a country that is on 
the brink of war, torn apart by conflicts, which are being manipulated. I think that, in recalling 
these events, we also have to look with a spirit of hope and solidarity, neighbourliness to some 
other areas of Europe that have gone through conflicts in recent times. As we all know, the 
wounds are still very fresh in the Balkan region.

 It is also an extraordinary coincidence in view of the meaningful fact, for religious believers or 
non-believers, this event is just a few days away from the beatification of two Popes in Rome. 
One of these two Popes, John Paul II, has been for the whole Europe the one who made a 
huge contribution to the fall of the Berlin wall and to the fall of the iron curtain, for an the 
extraordinary peaceful process of freedom and progress.

I’d like to close this short comment by reading to you an extract from the speech given by a 
great European leader, who is no longer with us, unfortunately: Václav Havel. This speech was 
addressed to the European Parliament in 1994. I feel today, twenty years on in 2014, it is one of 
the best ways to recall together how much happened in 1994, in 2004 and is happening today, 
just a few hours from the 1st of May 2014.

In his famous speech to the European Parliament some 20 years ago, in 
1994, the late President of the Czech Republic, Václav Havel (1936–2011) 
said: 

“We may all be different, but we are all in the same boat. We can fight 
for our places and means of coexistence on this boat, but we also can 

agree on them peacefully. I understand European unity as a magnanimous attempt 
to choose the second of these possibilities, and to give Europe for the first time in 
its history the kind of order that would grow out of the free will of everyone, and be 

based on mutual agreement and a common longing for peace and cooperation.  
It would be a stable and solid order; one based not merely on military and political treaties, which 
 anyone  can break or ignore at will, but on such a close cooperation between European nations and 
citizens that it would limit, if not exclude, the possibility of new conflicts. This is not a mere dream. 
Soon half a century will separate us from the end of the Second World War. During that time all 
of Western Europe has successfully averted the threat of many potential conflicts, precisely by 
building, step by step, such an integrating system.”

Let us increase our engagement to meet such a challenge!

To mark the occasion, we asked our Bureau members from those 10 new member states 
to share their reflections on these ten years past and give us their impressions of where 
their countries are now.

 

Grace ATTARD (MT)
Vice-President of the National Council of Women
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group
Malta’s EU membership process was an exciting time - a time of involvement 

and commitment for the National Council of Women. The accession process which in its 
last phase dates back to early 2000, required our full participation and careful study of the 
implications of EU membership from different perspectives. At that time, NCW participated 
regularly with government in the consultation sessions, submitting strong proposals not 
only on gender equality but on many other themes including the development of the 
Maltese economy, employment, social welfare, the environment, energy, consumer rights, 
education, gender equality and the role of civil Society and NGOs in ‘participative democracy’. 
NCW has been working closely with the EESC since 2000; in fact it was NCW that in 2003 
that invited Henri Malosse, now EESC President, as the first representative of the EESC to 
a Conference for the general public to better understand how participative democracy 
works. As a result of EU membership, the recognition of civil society was confirmed with 
the MCESD Civil Society Legislation. Civil Society was thus represented at EU level on the 
EESC where I was elected to this Committee ten years ago. Although sometimes it has 
been an uphill struggle, today, we are in consultation with social partners and NGOs at 
National level and with our counterparts at EU level, with MEPs and the EU Commission 
including also the Euromed Region, on a wide range of socio-economic themes

Tomáš DOMONKOS (SK) 
Researcher at the Institute of Economic Research
Slovak Academy of Sciences
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group
After the fall of the Iron Curtain, Slovakia undertook a difficult process of 

transition from a centrally planned economy to a market economy. This process was 
further complicated by the split of Czechoslovakia into two independent countries. The 
legal, economic and social environment was in many ways rather unstable, and before May 

Other news that matters

Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role
Ákos TOPOLÁNSZKY (HU)
Member of the Bureau of Group III

PARTIcIPATION IN ThE 3Rd ROMA SUMMIT IN BRUSSElS 
ON 4 APRIl 2014

The recent Roma Summit neither succeeded as positive as the organisers had originally intended, nor 
was it a very progressive event. Originally, the Summit should have been organised at the premises of 
the EESC but, because of strong critical voices from the side of the Roma NGOs in advance, stating that 
not enough seats has been ensured for them, the whole event was moved to the Square in Brussels 
city centre. The structure of the programme mirrored fully the interests of the European politicians 
but didn’t assure an inclusive way for discussion with solidarity, accordingly to the always proclaimed. 
Moreover, during the whole event, the European Roma Policy (ten basic principles) stressed the value 
of the present situation of Roma in Europe. In the first two panels, only one Roma had the opportunity 
to speak as against, altogether, fourteen non–Roma European political self-appointed representatives, 
among them the very controversial, President Basescu from Romania. All this led to the outrageous affair 
of a Roma, insisting on having the opportunity to speak in the discussion about personal discrimination 
he experienced in Spain, being floored by security guards in front of 500 participants and then removed 
from the meeting room by brute force. The speakers brought more or less the usual political messages, 
the Roma the usual complaints. Not much has been changed in the last years although the organisers 
(European Commission) wanted to present a tangible change in European Roma Policy. When I was 
speaking with Roma representatives, the role of the EESC came up. They found that the Committee 
could/should take the lead by organising this event in the future or even more could/should organise a 
less politically designed but rather NGO oriented Summit or Platform. 

 
Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES)
Spokesperson for the Social Economy Category at the EESC
Member of the Bureau of Group III

REPORT ON ThE fIRST cONfERENcE ON INclUSIvE 
EdUcATION AT ThE EP

The Disability Intergroup member, Rosa Estaràs Ferragut MEP, and the European Network on Inclusive 
Education and Disability, incluD-ed, co-hosted the first Conference on Inclusive Education and 
Disability in Europe at the European Parliament in Brussels, on Wednesday 9 April 2014. The incluD-
ed Network is led by Fundación ONCE and co-funded by the European Social Fund. The Conference 
offered an overview of inclusive education systems being implemented in Europe and opened a 

space for dialogue among different institutions and organisations. Miguel Ángel Cabra de Luna (ES), 
as member of the European Economic and Social Committee on behalf of the Spanish Business 
Confederation of the Social Economy (CEPES) and also representing Fundación ONCE as leader of 
the incluD-ed network, presented the initiative and highlighted the importance of the European 
Social Fund, which is co-funding the network, for contributing to community added value in the EU, 
through transnational cooperation projects such as this.

Group III Member, Pedro Narro (ES)
President of the EUROMED Follow-up Committee at the EESC in 
audience with 
His Excellency Mustapha Ben Jaafar, President of the Tunisian 
Constituent Assembly 

From 14-16 April 2014, an EESC delegation visited to 
Tunisia to support the transition and facilitate the role of 

civil society organisations in the decision making process, after the successful approval of the Tunisian 
constitution. The EESC delegation met all the members of the Quartet that lead the transition in 
Tunisia UGTT (Tunisian trade Union), UTICA (Tunisian Business Federation), LTDH (Ligue Tunisien 
de droit de l’homme) and the Barristers association. Other meetings were organised with the EU 
delegation in Tunisia with the most representative NGOs. We got the message from our partners in 
Tunisia that civil society is committed to applaud the elections in 2014, to respect the constitution 
and provide the political stability that should help face the serious economic and social problems 
that are present in Tunisia today and underpin the transition process that began in 2011. The EESC 
tried to encourage the Tunisian authorities to implement effective tools to improve the participation 
of civil society. We also had the honour to meet various Ministers and the President of the Tunisian 
constituent assembly, His excellency Mustapha Ben Jaafar ( in the picture above). I was the Head of 
the Delegation, with the active participation of my Group III colleague, Alfred Gajdosik (AT).

On 6 May, 2014, the President of Portugal, Anibal Cavaco Silva, 
received, in a private audience, Group III member, Carlos Pereira 
Martins, President of the Executive Board of the National Council 
for Professional Bodies and Member of the Bureau of the Various 
Interests Group. They discussed in-depth the new law governing 
Associations of Liberal Professions and the future consequences 
of unemployment and the exit of the crisis.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Highlights of the April 2014 EESC Plenary Session

Mr Arno METZLER (DE) is the President of the study 
group for the opinion on: “Single-Member Private Limited 
Liability Companies” – INT/744.

Mr Michael SMYTH (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion 
on: “Corporate Governance Statement” – INT/745.

Mr Roman HAKEN (CZ) is the Rapporteur for the exploratory 
opinion on: “Community Led Local Development (CLLD) 
as a tool of Cohesion Policy 2014-2020 for local, rural, 
urban and peri-urban development” – ECO/366.

Mr Etele BARÁTH (HU) is the Rapporteur for the 
exploratory opinion on: “Commission Communication on 
the Governance of macro-regional strategies” – ECO/367.

Mr Eugen LUCAN (RO) is the President of the study group 
for the opinion on: “Establishment of a touring visa and 
amending the Convention implementing the Schengen 
Agreement and Regulations (EC) No 562/2006 and (EC) 
No 767/2008 / Union Code on Visas” – SOC/510.

Mr Krzysztof PATER (PL) is the President of the study 
group for the opinion on: “A European Platform to 
enhance cooperation in the prevention and deterrence of 
undeclared work” – SOC/511.

Mr Armands KRAUZE (LV) is the Rapporteur for the study 
group for the opinion on: “Action Plan for the future  
of organic production in the European Union / Proposal 
for a regulation of the European Parliament and of  

the Council on organic production and labelling of 
organic products” – NAT/647.

Mr Thomas PALMGREN (FI) is the President of the study 
group for the opinion on: “Remotely piloted aircraft 
systems” – CCMI/126.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3-new-study-
groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

1st 2004, we believed that joining the EU would change this. EU membership went hand-
in-hand with a number of positive changes. It has helped Slovakia find its place within 
the broader geopolitical context of 21st century Europe and has brought Slovakia closer 
to established Western democracies. Nevertheless, there is still a long way to go until all 
hopes attached to EU membership are reached. Corruption, a high unemployment rate, an 
ageing population and many other issues need to be addressed both on a domestic and a 
supra-national level. The EU political and bureaucratic infrastructure based in Brussels can 
facilitate this process. However, it needs to focus more on the actual needs of EU citizens 
and less on making complicated administrative rules and procedures even more detached 
from the mundane reality average citizens live in.

Andris GOBIŅŠ (LV)
President of the European Movement in Latvia
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group
EU enlargement was, is and will be a success. Facts and figures show that fears 

expressed 10 years ago, on both sides, did not come true and the EU has grown not only 
in size but also in importance and understanding: the effectiveness and output is as high 
as before enlargement. The data collected by the Konstanz University in Germany proving 
that EU 15 and EU 28 votes did not differ in the past 10 years, should be kept in mind 
when opposing stereotypic fears on possible future enlargements. EU enlargement was, is 
and will be one of the biggest motivation factors for reform, democracy and prosperity on 
the European Continent. These days, this should be especially remembered in relation to 
Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia.

Igor HROVATIČ (SI)
Director of the Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry of Slovenia 
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group
One of the joint EU policies is the common agricultural policy. For Slovenian 

farming, which is mostly made up of small, uncompetitive farms, the effect of joining the 
EU has been quite positive. Farms have continued to develop, fewer farms have gone under, 
sustainable farming has managed to continue, farms in difficult growing areas have stayed 
in business, the countryside has a well-developed infrastructure and there has been no rural 
exodus. Slovenia’s natural and cultural heritage has also been maintained. Of course, joining 
the EU has also had a down side, which for us is that the EU’s single market, of which our 
country also became a part, has “devastated” our domestic market, reflected in a drop in self-
sufficiency; in addition, large amounts of red tape are placing too heavy a burden on small 
farms. After ten years in the EU, it is clear to me that in joining the EU, Slovenia took the right 
decision, since now, even as a small country, we are still able to contribute to and shape the 
future of the EU on an equal footing with other Member States.

Kostakis KONSTANTINIDIS (CY)
Representative of the Cyprus Consumer’s Association (CCA)
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group
In 2004 when Cyprus joined the European Union, there were great hopes 

that our accession would help to find a solution to the Cypriot Problem. Unfortunately, 
this has not happened and the situation remains stable. Mention should also be made of 
the fact that with Cyprus’ accession, the country received substantial economic assistance 
through various EU programmes which directly contributed to the considerable economic 
development that our country has undergone over the last ten years. The period is also 
marked by our successful entry into the Eurozone, which we hoped would lead to further 
economic development and to higher standards of living. Unfortunately, the negative 
effects of the crisis in Cyprus forced the country to resort to financial assistance. The ensuing 
haircut of bank deposits in Cypriot banks and the adoption of the Memorandum have led 
to difficult period for Cyprus, with high unemployment, reductions in pensions and social 
services, none of which show any signs of abating in the foreseeable future.

 

Kaul NURM (EE)
Director-General
Estonian Farmers´ Federation (ETK)
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group

10 years ago 1 million trees were planted in the Estonian forests to mark Estonia-s accession 
to EU. Today those trees are 3 meters high. Along with the trees, we as citizens of EU have 
grown - to have self-confidence and to feel more secure, being part of a family of free and 
forward-thinking countries. Together we are stronger and can keep the right path!

Krzysztof PATER (PL) 
Advisor to the Polish Scouting and Guiding Association (ZHP) 
President of the Labour Market Observatory (LMO) 
Member of the Bureau of Group III
The decision to join European Union was taken in Poland via a referendum, 

in which more than 77% of the Polish electorate voted for accession. Now, after 10 years of 
membership people see that this decision wasn’t a mistake. There have been many benefits 
of EU membership, which are relevant not only for politicians, but also for ordinary people 

and it really is not easy to say which of these benefits are the most important. However – I 
think that two of them are especially worth mentioning.  Firstly - more than 2 million Poles, 
thanks to the freedom of movement, work abroad or even live there permanently with 
their families and they are experiencing a significant improvement in their living standards. 
Secondly – all people, especially those living in small towns and villages, can easily see 
and feel how deeply their place of living has changed, improving their everyday life. Of 
course – we also have understood during this period that European Union is a place, where 
everybody is trying to increase national benefits, even sometimes forgetting about EU 
principles, and nothing is given for free.

Ákos TOPOLÁNSZKY (HU) 
President of the Federation of Hungarian Drug Therapy Institutes
Deputy Director of the National Institute for Drug Prevention
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group
The Hungarians – coming from the east as well – decided when founding the 

state a thousand years ago, that they would join with Western culture, the value system of 
the democratic state development. A lot of people felt, at the moment of joining the EU, 
that after turbulent centuries of the history, the commuting existence between the East 
and the West (a ferry-boat country as the poet Endre Ady wrote), belonging to the Union 
would definitely mean a commitment by the westernised rule of law and together with it by 
a continental community progression. Since then, this enthusiasm has seemed to decline, 
and frustration took its place in many people, but I stayed committed to the European 
ideal. That’s because for the first time in our history we have not allied against someone, 
but to achieve common goals on the basis of common values. That’s because my children 
together with me can live in peace for the longest period in history, and because we do not 
have to decide between the national self-determination and the broader federal identity, 
as they are complementary and enriching realities. That’s because, despite all its mistakes 
the world’s most mature democratic region endorsed and accepted my country to be a 
member of its community at the moment of the accession. That’s because the Union’s core 
values (respect of human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law, as well as 
respect of human rights - including the rights of persons belonging to minorities) and its 
increasingly expanding representation give the basis – that  can be formulated by law – of 
Christian values as well. That’s because the institutional solidarity and social rights formulated 
on many levels could intensify towards the weaker. Of course, everything is evolving and 
there are lots of things that could be changed for the better. However, in order to do so, we 
must not break down this framework, on the contrary, we have to develop and improve it 
with criticism and sober commitment, as a pledge of peace, progression and solidarity.

 

Pavel TRANTINA (CZ) 
EU Relations and Project Manager
Czech Council of Children and Youth
Vice-President of the Various Interests Group
For the Czech Republic, the membership in the EU meant achievement of 

the motto of 1989 Velvet Revolution: “Back to Europe”. While our political representation 
was not very helpful in its contribution to the EU construction (with an exception of the 
EU Council Presidency in 2009, to which I also had a pleasure to contribute), in case of the 
NGOs world it is exactly opposite. Czech NGOs are very active in their European networks, 
as well as in bringing EU agenda back home and sharing it with citizens. One practical 
example might be strengthening of the partnership principle in the new generation of EU 
funds, where we were quite successful in lobbing both at the EU, as well as national levels. 
Last, but not least, I am personally very happy about the impact of the European Year of 
Volunteering 2011 at national level.

 Indrė VAREIKYTĖ (LT)
Representative of the Lithuanian Youth Council (LiJOT)
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group
In my view, the decision to join the European Union is the best historical and 
economical decision ever made, which has opened huge opportunities for 

our people. Today Lithuania is a growing, competitive, and most importantly - secure state. 
Lithuania is among the fastest growing economies in the EU. Our business and foreign 
investment environment was severely improved and modernised through these years. 
Moreover, the EU membership has contributed not only to the Lithuanian economic and 
social development but for general 
security as well. EU membership 
also helps us dealing with energy 
security challenges which would be 
difficult while not being a member 
of the European family. Events in 
Ukraine showed us all, that the 
EU is about the common values 
that bring its members together, 
thus we are happy to be a part of 
Europe and stand together for the 
European ideals.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote of the month…

“A vote is like a rifle: its usefulness 
depends upon the character 

of the user.”

Theodore Roosevelt (1858 -1919)
26th President of the United States of America

Winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1906
 Politician, author, naturalist, explorer and 

historian
Slogan, “Speak softly and carry a big stick”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Roosevelt
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OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
The SMEs, Crafts and Liberal Professions Category will 
hold a meeting on Tuesday 24 June 2014, in the morning. 
The Category members will hold a profound and in-depth 
discussion on TTIP-CETA: opportunities of growth and 
employment for SMEs and EU trade policies. Representatives 
of DG TRADE and national SME organisations alongside 
with the EESC Rapporteur Mr Jacek Krawczyk on the opinion 
on TTIP should feed in a dynamic debate on the subject. 

The afternoon session will be dedicated to the presentation 
of the study on “The state of the liberal professions 
concerning their functions and relevance to European 
civil society” carried out for the EESC by the Centre for the 
Liberal Professions at the University of Cologne following 
the initiative of the Category and with the support of Group 
III.  The study is closely linked to the EESC’s own-initiative 
opinion (INT/687) on “The role and future of the professions 

in European civil society 2020” for which Mr Arno Metzler, 
vice-president of Group III is the rapporteur. During the event 
the Director of the Centre,  Prof. Martin Henssler, will present 
the main findings of the study and a debate involving the 
relevant stakeholders such as the DG ENTERPRISE, the 
Council of Bars and Law Societies of the European Union, 
UEAPME, BEUC and Businesseurope should take place. 

To consult the full agenda, please go to: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.smes-professions-
and-crafts-category-documents   
 
The ‘Farmers’ Category’ and the ‘Consumers and 
Environment Category’ will hold a joint meeting on 
Thursday 26 June 2014, to which the guest speakers Mr 
Fabien Zuleeg (EPC), Mr Max Grünig (Ecologic Institute), 
Mr John Clarke (DG Agriculture) and Mr Garcia Bercero 

(DG Trade) together with representatives of farmers’ 
and consumers’ organisations (Copa Cogeca, Beuc and 
FoodDrinkEurope) will be invited to speak, under the 
title: “Transatlantic negotiations: issues for farmers and 
consumers”. The presentations will be followed by a debate 
among members and external guests.

To consult the full agenda, please go to: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.consumers-and-
environment-category-documents 
or
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.farmers-category-
documents

More information on the work of the categories can be found on 
our website, by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or 
the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 
At its plenary session on 29-30 April the European Economic and Social Committee 
(EESC) adopted the following opinions for which Group III members were 
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Gabriel SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) – 
NAT/631”The landing obligation” (EESC opinion 
877/2014)

Following the adoption of the new Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP), which introduces changes to 

the landing obligation not only for TACs (Total Allowable Catches) 
but also for species with minimum conservation reference sizes, 
the EESC believes that it is crucial to adapt this landing obligation 
to the legislation in force, which requires fishing operators to 
discard in certain circumstances. Nevertheless, it believes that 
the Commission’s proposal is unnecessarily complicated and will 
generate an undue and disproportionate amount of additional 
work for fishing operators when it comes to applying the landing 
obligation. As a result, it advocates opting for more pragmatic, 
clear, straightforward and flexible rules that genuinely give fishing 
operators time to adapt during a transitional period, without 
facing heavy penalties. The EESC regrets that a prior impact 
assessment was not carried out in order to study the repercussions 
of the landing obligation for each fleet. The EESC urges the co-
legislator to give consideration to its comments regarding the new 
definitions, catch composition, the recording of catches, the new 
control obligations, fishing authorisations, margins of tolerance, 
closed-circuit television (CCTV) monitoring and penalties.

 

Andris GOBIŅŠ (LV) – SOC/504 “Addressing the 
consequences of disenfranchisement of Union 
citizens exercising their right to free movement” 
(EESC opinion 1449/2014)

The rules concerning voting rights in national 
elections are clearly a national – and not European – competence. 
The EU does not and must not put this important principle into 
question. Seen from the citizens’ point of view, however, progress 
is needed on the matter. Citizens should still be entitled to 

exercise those fundamental rights which all Member States have 
acceded to in the EU Treaties, without being disenfranchised by 
national legislation for doing so. The Committee strongly supports 
the Commission recommendation. However, the Committee 
would have appreciated the inclusion of a general request to all 
Member States to ensure that voting is as straight-forward for 
citizens living abroad as for citizens living in the home country. 
The Committee underlines the importance of providing expats 
with clear information about their rights and how these rights 
can be exercised and urges the competent national authorities 
to make the procedures for registration and voting as simple 
and transparent as possible. The Committee stresses that 
disenfranchisement in national elections is only one example of the 
encroachment on citizenship rights that citizens experience when 
living abroad in the EU. The Committee urges the Commission to 
map all such encroachments in order to provide a full overview of 
the current state of play in Europe, whilst paying special attention 
to opportunities for active citizenship and participation in “day-to-
day” decision making.

 

Reine-Claude MADER (FR) – INT/726 “Consumer 
protection and appropriate treatment of over-
indebtedness to prevent social exclusion” (EESC 
opinion 791/2014)

In this exploratory opinion, requested by the 
Hellenic Presidency, the EESC states that it is extremely concerned 
about the problem of over-indebtedness and reiterates the 
need for measures to be adopted at European level. It calls for a 
common definition of the concept of over-indebtedness to be 
adopted and stresses that education, prevention and appropriate 
procedures for reintegrating over-indebted people into normal 
economic life are needed to properly address over-indebtedness. 
The Committee also advocates information campaigns involving 
all stakeholders in order to ensure pooling of complementary 
expertise and emphasises the essential role played by consumer 
and family associations in disseminating information and 
providing assistance to people who would like it. Moreover, the 

EESC stresses also the importance it attaches to banking inclusion, 
which must be safeguarded for people in a situation of over-
indebtedness in order to avoid any social exclusion and recalls that 
combating over-indebtedness requires a European framework for 
usury. In conclusion, it reiterates its support for the concept of 
“responsible credit”, which requires distributors and underwriters 
to use fair, ethical practices.

 

Renate HEINISCH (DE) – SOC/495 “Measures 
supporting integration of young EU citizens” (EESC 
opinion 6218/2013)

In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC believes 
that greater attention should be paid to the 

specific needs and difficulties relating to the social integration and 
involvement of young EU citizens who have taken up employment 
in another Member State and who are staying in the host country 
on more than a temporary basis. The European Commission 
is urged to support the Member States in their efforts to create 
more effective integration policies for this group of young EU 
migrants by increasing exchanges of experience and dialogue. 
The EESC therefore calls for programmes funded under the Your 
First Eures Job scheme to be reinforced. The Commission should 
facilitate the exchange of good practices and document successful 
concepts and practices aimed at supporting these young labour 
migrants in their efforts to integrate into society. In particular, the 
importance of intercultural and intergenerational strategies and 
projects as part of host country “welcome culture” initiatives could 
be recognised and emphasized. The Commission should make 
available this collection of tried-and-tested concepts and projects 
to the Member States, recommending that they be emulated in a 
creative way, and support those strategies and practices through 
the EU’s existing programmes, platforms, funds and initiatives.
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News from Group III
The convergence machine is broken!

At a recent Group III meeting, the renowned 
author, Mrs Marie-João RODRIGUES presented 
her book “Europe is still possible”. She is a 
policy-maker and a Special Advisor to the EU 
Presidencies and the European Commission. 

Ms Rodrigues is also former Minister for Employment of the 
Portuguese Government and is currently a Professor of European 
Economic Policies in the European Studies Institute at the Free 
University of Brussels (ULB).

She explained the background to her deciding to write her book 
entitled: “Europe is still possible”. During her intervention, Ms 
Rodrigues stated that: “EU integration is an act of freedom, 
responsibility, solidarity, but now these values are a bit forgotten”. 
The Eurozone crisis has passed its most dramatic phase but is 
still evident with high rates of unemployment, especially youth 
unemployment, public debt and large scale diversities when 

comparing the performance of the EU countries. The convergence 
machine is broken and in order to re-establish it, it is necessary to 
complete the EMU, which will be useful also for the completion of 
the political integration. Ms Rodrigues suggested three points to make 
Europe still possible: restore the economic and social convergence; 
rebalance the policy mix of reducing public debt and encouraging 
investment and growth and investment in job creation with a special 
focus on economic, social, political and cultural innovation.

Visit her webpage: http://www.mariajoaorodrigues.eu/

reminder! dear members and readers! 

You are all welcome to the GR III conference “Let’s talk Happiness: 
beyond GDP” on 10 June 2014 at the JDE62. As said in the Europe 
III last month, after the welcoming speech from our President 
Mr Jahier and Mr Falkenberg we will have a presentation of the 
topic made by Mrs Cassiers on “Major issues of “Beyond GDP” 

and Mr Giovannini on “The Follow 
up of the Stiglitz Commission and 
evaluation progress made from 
2009. Presentation will be followed 
by an interactive discussion. In 
the morning panel, we will raise 
the question of “How and why 
beyond GDP” and “How to build 
indicators beyond GDP: strengths 
and weaknesses of statistics”. In the 
afternoon, after the buffet lunch 
offered by the GR III President, issues 
like “The democratic challenge of 

indicators beyond GDP” and “Where do we go from here?” will be 
discussed.  

More about the event can be consulted here: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-
happiness
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