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 Senior officials of the EU and Korea met yesterday (26 June) for the first 

meeting of the Trade and Sustainable Development Committee under the EU-

Korea FTA.  

 

 The three co-chairs (Mr Peter Thompson, Director for Sustainable Development 

in DG TRADE; Mr Kyungduk An, Director General of the Bureau of 

International Cooperation at the Korean Ministry of Employment and Labour; 

and Mr Sanghoon Kim, Director of International Affairs Division at the Korean 

Ministry of Environment) are happy to have the opportunity today to meet the 

Civil Society Forum at its first meeting, for an update on the works of the Trade 

and Sustainable Development Committee. 

 

 This FTA represents a major agreement to increase trade flows and contribute to 

growth and prosperity in both the EU and Korea. The FTA provisionally entered 

into force in July 2011, and we are already seeing its positive effects. The FTA 

includes a comprehensive chapter on Trade and Sustainable Development, which 

aims at enhancing the positive contribution that the FTA can make to sustainable 

development, while making sure that trade does not come at the expenses of 

labour conditions or environment protection. 

 

 The first meeting of the Trade and Sustainable Development Committee proved 

a useful opportunity to exchange information on each side's initiatives in the area 

of trade and sustainable development, discuss the implementation of the chapter 

to date, and agree on next steps. 

 

 As a first matter, the Committee discussed some procedural issues.  

 

 Notably it formally adopted the decision on the rules of operation of this Civil 

Society Forum, which meets today for the first time.  

 

 The Committee also adopted the decision establishing the list of experts who can 
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serve as members of the panel of experts. 

 

 Finally, the Committee discussed how it will work in practice, and agreed to 

operate as appropriate on the basis of the rules of procedure established for the 

general Trade Committee of the FTA.    

 

 Also, both sides stressed the importance of maintaining appropriate 

communication channels with the civil society bodies established under the 

Trade and Sustainable Development chapter. In this regard, the Committee 

agreed to exchange information on the outcome of the respective DAGs 

meetings and to meet regularly with the CSF – starting from today's meeting.  

 

 The Committee also noted the communication submitted by the EU DAG 

concerning how the Committee will consider and react to the DAGs' 

communications. In this regard, the Committee agreed to consider at its meetings 

the communications it receives from the DAGs and the CSF, and make the 

operating conclusions it may adopt in respect of such communications available 

to the DAGs. 

 

 Substantive discussions were held on both the labour and the environmental 

pillars of the chapter. 

 

 With regard to labour, discussions focused on recent developments concerning 

ratification of ILO Conventions, as well as prospects for future ratification. 

 

 The EU updated on progress made by EU Member States in ratifying up-to-date 

ILO Conventions, including the Maritime Labour Convention and the 

Promotional Framework for Occupational Health and Safety Convention. The 

EU also presented developments at the EU level both in the legislative area and 

among social partners. 

 

 The Korean side updated on the ILO Conventions it has ratified so far, and 

recognised the importance of continuing to work towards ratification of other 

ILO Conventions, overcoming existing obstacles. 

 

 As a way forward, both Parties undertook to seek and share advice from their 

respective Domestic Advisory Groups on the implementation of fundamental, 

priority and other ILO conventions classified as up-to-date. Therefore, we look 

forward to your advice on this matter. 

 

 Both Parties also agreed to continue to work towards achieving ratification of 

non-ratified fundamental, priority and other ILO conventions classified as up-to-

date and to exchange information in this regard. 
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 On environment, the Committee exchanged views on approaches to contribute to 

green growth. 

 

 The EU presented its Resource efficiency strategy, and recalled that 

implementation of provisions dealing with environmental issues in the chapter 

will be important to contribute to the common objective of green growth. 

  

 Korea presented its Low Carbon Green Growth policies including establishment 

of a presidential committee for green growth, set the target of renewable energy 

for 2030 and of Greenhouse gas reduction for 2020, and the introduction of 

target management system, ETS and Green Card, and proposed to begin initial 

steps for cooperation on Eco-labelling between EU and Korea.  

 

 As a way forward, both Parties agreed to discuss at the next Trade and 

Sustainable Development Committee specific aspects of the FTA's contribution 

to green growth, including initiatives in the area of eco-labelling. The Parties 

will continue to regularly exchange views in order to define other relevant topics 

for future discussion.  

 

 In support of future discussion, both Parties will ask their respective Domestic 

Advisory Groups for advice on the FTA's contribution to green growth, to be 

provided at least 3 months ahead of the next Trade and Sustainable Development 

Committee. Therefore, in this regard as well we look forward to your advice. 

 

 The Committee exchanged views on areas for cooperation, notably with regard 

to Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and environmental footprint. The 

Korean side considered it too early for discussion on the concept of the 

environmental footprint at the Committee. 

 

 On CSR, the EU updated on the CSR agenda it adopted at the end of 2011. It 

presented initiatives within the EU and at the international level, notably with 

regard to internationally agreed principles and guidelines. It also provided 

information on the different channels for dialogue with stakeholders on CSR 

issues, including through its DAG. The EU highlighted its interest in working 

together with partner countries, and suggested possible joint initiatives with 

Korea for further discussion. 

 

 Korea expressed its interest in both CSR and Union Social Responsibility. 

 

 The Committee recognised the importance of CSR, and on this basis both Parties 

agreed to regularly update each other on future developments. The Committee 

will also discuss CSR, including possible cooperative activities under the scope 

of Chapter 13 of the FTA, at its next meeting, involving relevant domestic 

authorities as appropriate. 
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 Both parties recognised the usefulness of sharing information on upcoming 

trade-related environmental initiatives. Therefore, both Parties agreed to 

continue to share experience as well as exchange information on key 

environmental and labour policy initiatives on the horizon which may have an 

impact on trade and/or investment. 

 

 Both Parties also agreed to regularly exchange information and best practice on 

employment and labour policy under the framework of the Trade and Sustainable 

Development Chapter and Annex 13 of the FTA. 

 

 All participants agreed that this first meeting was both positive and productive. 

The important details of establishing the operation of the institutional 

mechanisms with regard to the trade and sustainable development chapter have 

now been agreed. There was also a detailed discussion on substance concerning 

trade-related labour and environmental issues. On this we have a good basis on 

which to proceed and as made clear in our conclusions we look forward to our 

respective DAGs as well as this forum's engagement in this regard also. 

 

 
 


