
Challenges and opportunities

There are no impossibilities only challenges and 

opportunities.



Breadalbane Academy

An Academically High Achieving all 
through School (3 – 18 years) – our 

transition from a school to a full 
community facility



Location : The Heart of Highland Scotland 55km North 

of Perth, Land area :5200km2, popn 10,500 



Vocational Education : The beginning

• When : 1997 – 1999

• What : Gamekeeping : 8 – 10 young people

• 4000 – 7000 Pheasants

• Vocational Qualifications including Game Bird 

Rearing, Pest and Predator control



Land Based Studies

Question : Why & how?

Answer : It was part of our community

Question : how was it funded?

Answer : The Headteacher managed the budget 

and made it work. Latterly ESF Objective 3 

Funding, Local Authority, Local Community 

sponsors, Individual Supporters.



Our Vision



What Vocational Courses did 

Breadalbane Academy offer?







Partnerships

• Lantra the Land Based Training Agency

• Perth College/UHI

• Edradynate Estate – sponsorship and joint 
working on the Estate

• West park farm – Trainers and community 
partners

• National farmers Union of Scotland – Vocational 
Qualification (VQ) Support 

• The Machinery Ring – VQ support



How successful was it?

• National recognition across Scotland and 
the UK

• Copied by over 40 schools in Scotland

• Winner : Scottish Qualification Authority 
Award 1999

• Winner of the Confederation of British 
Industry Award 2001

• Winner : Scottish Qualification Authority 
Award  2006



Curricular Design

• Bespoke for the rural community we served

• Aimed to support all ages to maximise their 
potential

• Aimed to help retain talented young people 
within their community

• Based on a belief that there are many routes 
to success

• Based on the principal that education is a 
driving force for social and economic success


