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Eco-Efficiency and Carrying 

Capacity

World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development (WBCSD):

“Eco-efficiency is reached by the delivery of 
competitively priced goods and services that 
satisfy human needs and bring quality of life, 
while progressively reducing ecological impacts 
and resource intensity throughout the life cycle, 
to a level at least in line with the earth’s 
estimated carrying capacity”.



Reduce Ecological Footprint

Estimating carrying capacity is not easy, but the Ecological 

Footprint is currently a widely used tool to, on an 

aggregate level, relate human activities to the earth’s 

carrying capacity. Europe’s current Ecological Footprint 

is estimated to be 2,5 times above its fair share of a 

sustainable Planet.

• We therefore propose that the EU sets itself a general 

objective for the EU to reduce its Ecologic Footprint with 

50% in not more than 20 years....



Eco-efficiency is essential part of 

sustainable development

• NEEDS TO BE GIVEN DIRECTION:

• Combination of targets and timetables, of supply and demand side
measures, legislation and market instruments, information and 
mobilization of people.

• An economy that dramatically reduces resource and energy use to 
sustainable levels, while contributing to prosperity globally, is 
achievable. 

• Requires political leadership, determination and courage. 

• Requires active public support and engagement. That can be 
achieved if the changes are managed to make them socially 
acceptable and fair and if sustainable behaviour is made easier. 

• Moving to an eco-efficient economy is not just a 
technological innovation programme. It is an essential 
part of a sustainable development agenda with an 
appropriate social dimension.



Our focus currently on:

-The new European Commission which has to set its 

priorities for the next five years, draft a new Lisbon 

Strategy, start working on a new Environmental Action 

Programme and a new Financial Perspective.

- The December European Council which has to come to 

a verdict on progress in the implementation of the EU 

Sustainable Development Strategy.




















