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A New Year Message: – stepping stones in
‘For a united Europe closer to its citizens’
A very Happy New Year to all of you and a warm
welcome back to the Committee in 2014! May
we all be healthy, happy and productive in 2014,
this year of change, of democratic accountability
and European elections! Let us wish for a Europe
which is more united, more cohesive and more
ambitious. Let us wish for a European Union
which is able to engage more with its citizens and
which succeeds in attracting a varying political
spectrum of voters to the forthcoming elections
to the European Parliament. Let us hope that in
2014 we may begin to see an end to the scourge
of austerity and crisis which has devastated our
societies and economies and divided Europe.
For in 2014, the principal objective must be to
build or re-build trust between citizens and
politicians, between the national and European
levels, between the economic, social and
political fabric of our societies. Crucially, trust
will be re-built by delivering results and by better
communicating Europe to its citizens.
But I would like to begin this Editorial by
looking backward, taking the opportunity to
review what has been collectively achieved
by the Various Interests Group over the last
year. For arguably in 2013, by concentrating
on local thematic activities, on a civil society
outreach programme, by rendering its internal
governance more effective and coordinated,
and by strengthening the role of the Categories
whose members constitute the pillars of
European societies and economies, it would
appear that Group III has indeed made some
contribution to communicating Europe better
to its citizens.
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How has this been done? Let us not forget that
in 2013 the Various Interests Group organised
four large scale thematic conferences in
which some 700 civil society organisations
participated. Three of these events took place
at the national level, namely: in Dublin on 1
and 2 February the conference entitled ‘Ireland
40 years on: the benefits, opportunities and
challenges of EU membership’, in Thessaloniki
on 31 May and 1 June the seminar ‘The Impact
of the Crisis on Greek Citizens’ and in Vilnius on
23 and 24 October the meeting ‘Lithuania in
the driving seat of European integration; a fresh
look at Europe!’. Moreover, on 6 June the Group
organised a conference in Brussels entitled ‘The
Credit Crunch and Shrinking Savings: how to
break the vicious circle to kick-start recovery’.

Another key priority in 2013 has been to continue
to raise the profile of the Categories of the EESC,
both internally and externally. Thus, the work of
the Categories continues to be streamlined with
the drafting of an annual work programme and
a report of end of year activities. Moreover, the
Spokespersons of the Categories continue to
report to the Bureau and/or Group on two to
three occasions per year. Following the elections
for the positions of Spokespersons, highlights
include the joint conference between the
‘Farmers’ and ‘Consumers and the Environment’
Categories on 5 June, the support of the Social
Economy Category for the requests for Owninitiative Opinions on ‘Measuring Social Impact’
(INT 721) and the ‘European Mutual Statutes’.
Mention should also be made of the support of
the ‘SMEs, Crafts and the Professions’ Category

Luca Jahier (IT)
Group III President
for the EESC study on ‘The State of the Liberal
Professions Concerning their Functions and
Relevance to European Civil Society’, to be
published in the first half of 2014.
The third priority in 2013 has been to better
communicate Europe, a challenge facing
the entire EU. For according to a recent
Eurobarometer study, only 31% of European
citizens ‘trust’ the EU, whilst 60% simply do not.
Under such conditions, it is imperative to invest
in communicating Europe to citizens, in order
for the benefits of EU membership and for the
costs of ‘non-Europe’ to be better understood.
Through its going local events and local media
coverage, its newsletters, promotional videos
and Group III national contact points, the
Various Interests Group has sought to bridge the
gap between Europe and its citizens by making
each individual member an Ambassador of the
EU.
Dear friends, dear colleagues, 2014 will bring
both opportunities and challenges to build
on our current successes, to make our Group
stronger, more visible, more united and more
effective. We should aim to raise the profile of
the entire EESC and in doing so, we will continue
to represent a strong voice for organised civil
society within the EU’s Institutional framework.
For 2014, we have already planned to organise
three extraordinary Group meetings in Athens,
Milan and Brussels on very topical subjects. For
as in the past, we hope to make our policy work
into an instrument for external communication
and an instrument for dialogue, cohesion and

capacity-building within the Group. Crucially,
in 2014 we need to consolidate the results
achieved, improve our relations with EU civil
society organisations and our ‘going local’
activities. We need to follow-up on the initiatives
of 2013 to contribute more to the overall work
of the EESC and we must further develop the
Group’s communication tools, its use of social
media and the relations of Members with
national and Brussels-based media. Ultimately,
with only a few months before the elections to
the European Parliament and with the extent
of political extremism, anger and apathy of
citizens towards the EU, it is imperative to carry
out the maximum number of activities in order
to reach out to European citizens.
Before ending this editorial, I would like to say
two final words: firstly, well done to all of us!
Secondly, to remind us that 2014 marks the
100th year anniversary of the beginning of
the First World War, the war which was meant
to ‘end all wars’. As we all know, the events of
1914 to 18 were simply a precursor to a second
equally horrifying chapter in human history. But
these events ‘gave birth’ to the European project
which strove to make war amongst its members
materially impossible. It succeeded. And this
is something that we need to remember at
the bottom of our hearts. For despite all the
difficulties currently facing our continent, we
must be grateful and look with determination
and courage towards the future!

OPINION: The European Year of Citizens 2013 –and 2014 (?)
an EESC perspective
Andris GOBIŅŠ (LV)

As only 32% considered they were well or very well informed
of their rights as an EU citizen ,it becomes clear, that there was
an urgent need for an European Year of Citizens. This becomes
even more obvious knowing that only 30% of citizens think
that they can personally influence the EU process and this figure
is falling and as they consider the main priority for ensuring
greater respect for citizens’ rights the improvement of dialogue
with the European Union’s institutions (37%) .”
This is also why the EESC suggested to change the main focus in
the European Commissions proposal on the aims and objectives
of the Year. The EESC, the Civil society organisations and the

European Parliament shared the position, that the main aim
should be made on active citizenship and participation, not on
mobility issues as proposed. And, together we succeeded.

Citizens Alliance played a key role on EU and on national
level on activities and content of the year (though a lot of
money was still allocated to PR agencies)

Some successes in setting the frame for the Year
(achieved in close cooperation with the European
Parliament and Civil Society organisations):

• the budget of the year was doubled from 1 million to 2
million (though this was still much less than in previous
years)

• The priority of active citizenship and participation in
decision making (closing the gap between decision makers
and citizens) was included in the final document on the
year

• the importance of national government involvement
was taken over (though improvements in deliverables still
needed)

• Civil society with a special coordination role of the European

• strong and visible role of the EESC as a close partner of the
organised civil society and the European Parliament .../...

opinion continued
.../...and a stronger focus on deliverables (e.g. the report of
the year from sides of the EC is planned to be as a roadmap
for further action).
Some successes during the Year

was closely linked to the European Year of Citizens. There is
no doubt, that without the extraordinary involvement, support
and motivation of Ms Anne-Marie Sigmund much less would
have been achieved during the year.

level, voluntary work to be counted as co-financing, European
statutes for CSOs, and a clear step ahead in the implementation
of Article 11 in the so called Lisbon Treaty. These remain to be
more than relevant in 2014 and the years ahead.

The EESC managed to fulfil its goal of doing what it preached:
innovative and participative methods as the Open Space
launch of the Year where used for the synchronisation of aims
and methods. The work was carried out along the mandate
given in the EESC opinion on the Year.

The close cooperation with the European Year of Citizens
Alliance, consisting of more than 60 EU wide Networks was
a key of success. The work of the Alliance was carried out in
three working groups ensuring a list of concrete suggestions of
interest for the European Year as well from sides of the EESC.

With great sympathy it can be noted that the European
Commission has suggested to use 2014 for the continuation of
the European Year of Citizens activities and focus now on the
implementation of the ideas and needs identified in 2014.

Thanks to the great support of the members of the EESC
presidents Staffan Nilsson and Henri Malosse as to Anna
Maria Darmanin and Leila Kurki, the SOC and COMM teams
as, of course the key body, our Coordination Group of the Year
and very active members of the EESC a wide list of activities
where carried out from sides of the EESC, always in close
cooperation with its partners. Priorities and topics of the Year
where included in a list of traditional events of the EESC.

The close cooperation with the European Parliament and the
European Commission and other partners allowed to increase
the visibility of the EESC and contribute to the overall outcomes
of the year.

Discussions, exhibitions, presentations, Open Day, ppt
presentation, Eurobarometer survey, close cooperation with
universities and schools, going local activities etc. Special
thanks belong to Mr Luis Miguel Pariza Castaños who
suggested and ensured that the Integration forum in 2013

A great amount of deliverables could not be reached due to
different aspects. Including the idea of an EU/international
CSO/NGO day, an Agora on active citizenship in close
cooperation with the European Parliament, improvements on
the funding of administrative costs of NGOs on EU and national

Other news that matters

President Luca Jahier honoured for his contribution to the development of organised civil
society in Bulgaria at the 10th anniversary of the foundation of the Bulgarian ESC

Luca Jahier, holding his certificate and medallion award (left)
with Prof. Lalko Dulevski, President of the Bulgarian ESC

A more precise report on the year, including suggestions for
future European Years is planned to be produced soon.
The job ahead to make 2014 another year of citizens

The President of Various Interests’ Group of the EESC
Luca Jahier (IT) was among the official guests at the
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the setting-up of
the Bulgarian Economic and Social Council, which was
held in Sofia on 2 December 2013. The event bought
together the Presidents of the Republic of Bulgaria and
the Presidents of the National Assembly since 2002,
Deputies, Ministers, state authorities and civil society
representatives who have significant contribution to the
development of the Bulgarian ESC. On the occasion of
this 10th anniversary Bulgarian ESC took the decision
to bestow an Honorary Award of the Economic and
Social Council on Luca Jahier in recognition of his
valuable contribution to the development of organised
civil society in Bulgaria. After the official ceremony, a
European Public Debate was held on: “Stronger Europe
for Citizens” and President Jahier was a keynote speaker.

Taking into account, that 2014. Is one of the few years in the
past 30 years of European history, which is devoted to a special
theme, it should be seen as a great chance to continue the
work of the Coordination group of the Year as well for setting a
stronger basis for the aim, that in future “each year should be a
year of citizens” .
I would like to use the opportunity to thank all committed
members of the EESC, our great staff (Valeria, Torben, Peter and
many more) and partners for your commitment and support
throughout the year. It is a pity, that it is not possible to name
each and everyone at this place.
More information can be found here:
http://europa.eu/citizens-2013/en

He presented the main challenges facing civil society
in Europe today and called for joint efforts to restore
citizens’ confidence in the European project as a basic
prerequisite for returning to economic prosperity.

Quote of the month…

“Hope smiles from the threshold
of the year to come..…
.whispering ‘it will be happier’…”
Alfred, Lord Tennyson, (1809 –1892)
British Poet, Lecturer at Trinity College,
Cambridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred,_Lord_Tennyson

Highlights of the December 2013 EESC Plenary Session
Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions
Mrs Reine-Claude MADER (FR) is the Rapporteur for
the opinion on: “Establishing a European Small Claims
Procedure” – INT/724.
Mr Panagiotis GKOFAS (EL) is the Rapporteur for the
opinion on: “Community guidelines on state aid to
promote risk capital investments in small and mediumsized enterprises” – INT/726.
Mr Pavel TRANTINA (CZ) is the President of the study
group for the opinion on: “EURES” – SOC/500.
Mr Ákos TOPOLÁNSZKY (HU) is the President of the
exploratory coordination group of the SOC Section on:
“Better inclusion of the Roma community through civil
society initiatives”.
Mr Ludvík JÍROVEC (CZ) is the President of the study group
for the opinion on: “Quality Framework for Restructuring
and anticipation of change” – CCMI/124.
Mr Sorin IONIŢĂ (RO) is the Co-Rapporteur for the opinion
on: “Environmental, climate and energy assessment

framework to enable safe and secure unconventional
hydrocarbon extraction” – NAT/629.
Mr Mindaugas MACIULEVIČIUS (LT) is the Rapporteur for
the opinion on: “Sustainable food” – NAT/630.
Mr Cristian PÎRVULESCU (RO) is the President of the
study group for the opinion on: “Detecting and tackling
forced labour in EU - EESC contribution to the 2014 ILO
Conference” – REX/395.
The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups
In addition to the above the new study groups which were
constituted in November are as follows:
Mr LIOLIOS Nikolaos (EL) is the President of the study group
for the opinion on: “Information provision and promotion
measures for agricultural products on the internal market
and in third countries” – NAT/625.

Mr Séamus BOLAND (IE) is the Rapporteur for the
opinion on: “Packaging and packaging waste to reduce
the consumption of lightweight plastic carrier bags” –
NAT/627.
Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion
on: “Technical implementation of the Kyoto Protocol” –
NAT/628.
Mrs Evelyne PICHENOT (FR) is the Rapporteur for the
opinion on: “Annual Growth Survey 2014” – EU/2020.
Mrs Anne Marie SIGMUND (AT) is the President of the ad
hoc group on the: “European Citizens’ Initiative”.

OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
The four categories managed by the Secretariat of Group III
are planning to hold their first meetings of the New Year on
the days listed below. The draft agendas will be available on
our website in the coming weeks.

The Farmers’ Category is planning to meet on Wednesday 5
March 2014.
The Social Economy Category has pencilled-in a meeting for
Friday 14 March 2014.
More information on the work of the categories can be found on

The Consumers and Environment Category will hold their The SMEs, Crafts and Liberal Professions Category are also our website, by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or
the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.
first meeting of this year on Friday 14 February 2014.
intending to hold a meeting on Friday 14 March 2014.

Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role
Combatting organised crime in the EU
Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES)
On 8 November 2013 an event entitled: “The impact of organised crime
on the economy of the EU” was organised at the EESC by the Spanish NGO
Cultura Contro Cammora. Group III member, Miguel Ángel Cabra de Luna (ES),
spokesperson of the Social Economy Category of the EESC, was a speaker in the
concluding panel. He commented: “It was an interesting meeting. The subject
is relevant and there is a need and a capacity to take action at European level. Other measures
are the competence and at the level of the Member States and it will be more difficult to make
progress at EU level. Moving forward, perhaps what would be important is to prioritise this issue in
the broader European context.”
The read more about this organisation and its activities, please go
to: http://www.culturacontrocamorra.eu/index_en.html

Social Enterprise & Entrepreneurship events in Riga and Dublin
Group III Vice-President Ariane Rodert (centre)
with Paul O’Sullivan (left), CEO, Clann Credo - the Social
Investment Fund and Cormac Clancy, Principal Officer,
Department of the Environment, Community & Local
Government and Secretary to the Interdepartmental
Working Group on Social Enterprise

The EESC has over the years contributed significantly to the institutional agenda for grow and
develop the social economy enterprise sector in Europe and many members are active in this
sector. To take stock of the progress of the implementation of the “Social Business Initiative”,
launched by the European Commission 2011, the EESC together with the European Commission is
co-organising a large event in Strasbourg 16-17 January 2014 themed “Social Entrepreneurs Have
Your Say” which will bring together a wide range of stakeholders to discuss the future agenda for
social enterprise and entrepreneurship in Europe.
In preparation for the conference in Strasbourg, many member states are organising lead up
national events. Group III Vice-President Ariane Rodert (SE) participated at two of these events.
On 7-8 November 2013, the Soros Foundation together with the Stockholm School of Economics in
Riga arranged their annual Social Entrepreneurship Forum. The theme of the Forum this year was:
“Social Entrepreneurship for Liveable Cities” which addressed topical issues of creating a favourable
environment for social entrepreneurship and defining a social enterprise. This topic is of a particular
interest in the Baltic countries, where social entrepreneurship is an emerging field. The traditions of
social economy vary throughout Europe and especially in the Baltic States; it is a novel concept that
has been brought to life by some young, dynamic and motivated people who
pioneered the first social enterprises a few years ago. Mrs Rodert spoke on this
subject, which addressed various approaches in defining social enterprises and
discuss the pros and cons of models that several countries around the Baltic
Sea are designing to promote social entrepreneurship.
On 14 November 2013, (see photo above), Clann Credo – the Social Investment
Fund and the Irish Social Finance Centre organised a seminar in Dublin to
prepare for the Strasbourg conference and to articulate what the needs in
Ireland to develop the social enterprise sector. Group III Vice-President Ariane
Rodert delivered the keynote address and presented the EU work to promote the Social Enterprise
sector. The seminar delegates discussed how a range of stakeholders - the European Commission,
national and local government, the financial sector, the community sector, the corporate sector
and the social enterprise sector - could facilitate the development of social enterprise and social
entrepreneurship in Ireland. Specifically important was the continued commitment from the EU
Institutions to promote and prioritise the agenda to develop and grow social enterprise in Europe.
The seminar discussed the importance of social enterprises better be included in policy, the various
suitable financing mechanisms needed and other support programmes.
The full report of the Dublin event can be consulted here: XXXXX

Hearing on Integrated production, an example of sustainable
agriculture
On 20 November 2013, a Public hearing on “Integrated production Europe” was held at the EESC.
The main aims of the event were to focus on three important questions: Do consumers know what
integrated production means and are they aware of its benefits? - Is EU legislation required, or should
we keep the situation as it is with different regulatory frameworks in different Member States? How could we set up a consistent system across the EU? Group III member, Pedro Narro (ES) who
is the Rapporteur for the draft EESC opinion on this topic (NAT/596) chaired a panel on the subject
of: “The role of integrated production in Europe”. His co-panellists included Henriette Christensen of
the Pesticide Action Network (PAN), Claudia Michel from the European Crop Protection Association

(ECPA) and two representatives from DG AGRI and DG ENVI of the European Commission. Philippe
Thiry of the Belgium Association of fruit and vegetables integrated production (GAWI), Carlos
Cabezas of the Spanish Technical Association for Integrated Olive Production (ATPIOlivar) and
Patrick Wrixton from the European Initiative for Sustainable Development in Agriculture (EISA)
presented the farmers perspectives concerning integrated production.
There was a very interesting and lively debate between representatives from EU Commission and
producers. EU officials fully support integrated production as a model to achieve a better sustainability
in agriculture but are reluctant to elaborate a European framework or a quality label. In the new CAP,
rural development plans will continue financing agro-environmental measures related integrated
production. On the other hand, producers would like to see some EU guidelines set-up that could
help and motivate farmers and consumers to participate in this scheme. Integrated Production has
been successfully developed at regional and national level but consumers are not yet well informed
about what can be provided by
integrated production. The big
challenge ahead is to put in place
a clear definition about three
different models of agriculture;
conventional
agriculture,
integrated production and
organic production. The problem
of there being no clear distinction
does not help to understand
better what the potential benefits
of each model could be.
Integrated production covers the
environmental, ethical and social
Group III Member Pedro Narro (ES) chairing a panel at the
aspects of farming, as well as the
hearing on 20 November 2013
issues of quality and food safety. It
is currently considered to be representative of one of the highest international standards of food
production. Taken as a whole, integrated production guidelines
and related tools have proven to be useful and have been a source
of inspiration for farming organisations looking to produce highquality food that respects high environmental and social standards.
Participants in the hearing showed the need to raise the concerns
of civil society organisations to promote all production models that
can provide sustainability in economic, social and environmental
terms. Integrated production can be part of the solution to make
farming more profitable and environmentally friendly. The EESC is
highly committed to put forward ideas on how to better inform
people about this production model, enhance training for farmers
and encourage producers to develop joint initiatives to safeguard
the environment.
The full programme can be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-andactivities-integrated-production-programme.30020

(From the left) Seppo Kallio, Jane Morrice
and Markus Holzer of DG AGRI
On Tuesday 10 December 2013, the EESC
hosted an exhibition of a selection of the
finalists of the EU-wide children’s’ drawing
competition “What is the forest for me?”
Launched earlier this year by Agriculture
Commissioner Dacian Cioloş over 9.000
children in 23 countries across the EU took
part and sent in their entries. Group III
member, Seppo Kallio (FI), who represents the agriculture and forestry sectors in Finland, was
instrumental in bringing the exhibition to the EESC. The winner was an 8 year-old boy from Poland,
Jakub Roszak and his drawing (see below) depicts a smiling child wearing a backpack dancing with
blossom-laden trees in the forest under a resplendent smiling sun. At the launching ceremony at the
EESC, Vice-President for Communication and Group III member, Jane Morrice (UK) marvelled at the
high level of artistic ability
of the children. “After seeing
these beautiful drawings I
realise these young people
really understand that the
forest means so much more
than woods and trees, but
sometimes adults can’t see
that!”

To read more about this
innovative initiative, please
visit the DG AGRI designated
webpage: http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/forest-drawing-competition/index_en.htm

Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC
At its plenary session on 10-11 December 2013 the European Economic and Social
Committee (EESC) adopted the following opinions for which Group III members were
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.
Andris GOBIŅŠ (LV) – REX/392 “European Year of
Development - 2015” (EESC opinion 6639-2013)
In this opinion, the EESC holds the view that the key
for success in previous European Years has been
the close cooperation between EU institutions
and bodies and civil society, both at national and
EU level. Thus the Committee calls for immediate action – setting
up multi-stakeholder task forces to secure timely and properly
structured cooperation. Therefore the EESC strongly supports
the establishment of a civil society organisations’ (CSO) Alliance.
A decentralised approach could produce the best results, as the
traditions and history in development cooperation are very diverse,
and no single formula for wording, activities etc. could be found.
Several suggestions for a grassroots-based Year are suggested in
parts 3 and 4 of this opinion. The EESC applauds the Commission,
for its plan to invest a significant amount of funding to ensure that
the Year is a success. At the same time, the Committee expresses
its concern that at this stage only a very small percentage of that
funding is earmarked for civil society engagement and activities,
although this would ensure the best sustainability and results
for the Year. The Committee strongly supports the amendments
to the European Commission draft proposal on the European
Year of Development suggested by the Confederation for Relief
and Development (CONCORD) and the draft amendments from
the European Parliament. The main emphasis must be placed
on the most sustainable and relevant aspects of development
cooperation such as global solidarity and justice, policy coherence
for development, sustainable development goals, the role of the
private sector in development global public goods and challenges
and European citizens’ role as consumers and actors in a global
economy.
Armands KRAUSE (LV) – NAT/610 “Animal and
plant health package” (EESC opinion 4013/2013)
In relation to this issue, the EESC considers that
the existence of consistent, transparent rules,
provided they are properly implemented in all the
EU’s Member States, is an essential prerequisite for
ensuring fair competition among all market operators in Europe. It
calls on the Commission to introduce all necessary safety measures
into legislation and to provide for sufficient EU funding to stave
off the dangers associated with wild animals which, migrating
from third countries and crossing the EU’s external land borders,
could spread dangerous infectious diseases in the EU. This opinion
points out that EU legislative acts, particularly in the area of plant
health, must be consistent with the positions the EU has adopted
in the past at international level and notes that, for the time being,
the Commission proposal relating to the process for establishing
international plant health standards is not in line with the point of
view previously expressed by the Union as regards the inclusion of
invasive species in the measures on plant health. The Committee
welcomes the new possibility of compensation to the operators
concerned for the value of destroyed plants, plant products or other
objects subject to eradication or containment measures, introduced
in the new plant health law. However, it expresses concern that,
given the changes the Commission is proposing to make to the
plant health regime, the EU risks losing its good record on plant
health to an extent that may be detrimental to the export potential
of its Member States and may mean producers having to spend
more to combat diseases and pests.
Séamus BOLAND (IE) – NAT/619 “Co-financing
arrangements for rural development programmes”
(EESC opinion 6571/2013)
The EESC welcomes the proposal to amend
Article 70(4c) of Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 on
the extension of derogation for those Member
States threatened with serious difficulties with respect to their
financial stability to use increased co-financing rates so that rural
development programmes are delivered in full.

Séamus BOLAND (IE) – SOC/482 “European minimum income”
(EESC opinion 1960/2013)
In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC highlights that the negative
social and economic impact of the crisis and a lack of structural
reforms which is fuelling poverty and exclusion in Europe against
the backdrop of an ageing population, increased migration flows
and growing Euro-scepticism, requires a political paradigm that can
reinforce solidarity and the fundamental values of Europe’s acquired
social rights is now a matter of extreme urgency. In this context, the
EESC amongst other recommendations, calls for further measures
to be taken: 1) continuing to pursue horizontal employment targets,
2) setting targets for percentage reductions in the three indicators
that make up the composite poverty and social exclusion indicator,
3) setting European and national level sub-targets for groups
presenting a higher risk of poverty and for the working poor, 4)
reviewing the way Member States calculate poverty levels and
set their national targets, and 5) ensuring that the Member States
renew their commitment to make sure that the combined efforts
of each of them enable the overall European Union objective to be
achieved. Moreover, it would like to see an effective assessment
of the social impact of the measures contained in the National
Reform Programmes (NRPs) and National Social Reports (NSRs),
as well as of the financial consolidation packages. The Committee
also urges the Commission to put forward specific social inclusion
recommendations for each country whenever needed, as part of
its assessment of national reform programmes and national social
reports and stresses that to have a decent job is the best guarantee
against poverty and social exclusion. In conclusion, the EESC
urges the Commission in cooperation with the Member States to
implement measures of the Growth and Jobs Pact to boost growth,
competitiveness and job creation.
Ariane RODERT (SE) – INT/721 “Social impact
measurement” (EESC opinion 6135/2013)
In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC welcomes
the debate on social impact measurements for
social enterprises but stresses the importance of
giving more time to this complex topic. A first step
is for the Commission to initiate data collection for a comparable
analysis of social impact measurement in the Member States, but
also to explore this subject further in the context of the social
dimension of Europe. The Committee feels that an incorrect or
rushed approach may counteract the EU Institutions’ aim to support
the development and growth of the social enterprise sector and it
urges the Commission to prioritise further awareness-raising and
full implementation of the Social Business Initiative agenda. Social
impact measurement aims to measure the social outcomes and
impact created by specified activities of a social enterprise and
not the enterprise itself, even if the structures of social economy
enterprises themselves contribute to social value creation. It is an
on-going process and integral part of the enterprise’s activity and
an important strategic planning tool. The EESC recommends that,
rather than developing a new method, the Commission build
awareness of the most commonly used principles. Measurement
methods must be developed from the core outcomes of the social
enterprise sector, be supportive of its activities, proportionate and
not stifle social innovation.
Eugen LUCAN (RO) – SOC/491 “Establishment
of the European Public Prosecutor’s Office” (EESC
opinion 6311/2013)
The Committee welcomes the Commission’s
initiative and considers that the establishment
of a European Public Prosecutor’s Office is an
important step in creating new legal mechanisms to protect both
the EU’s financial interests and Europeans’ financial contributions
to the EU budget. While the Committee considers that the EU’s
financial interests should be defended, the consistency of the
EU criminal law system would be better ensured if the regulation
defined with accuracy and precision not only the terminology
used but especially the offences in question that affect the EU’s
financial interests and which are to be subject to prosecution in
the Member States. In proceedings and disputes involving the
European Public Prosecutor’s Office, the Committee recommends

applying procedural safeguards for suspects in line with the
relevant standards under the regulation, in particular the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, especially the right to
a fair trial and the rights of defence, which provide a higher level
of protection compared to national legislation. The Committee
understands “rights of defence” to include ensuring that the
principle of “equality of arms” between the prosecution and the
defence is also upheld.
The Committee proposes extending the remit of the EESC Followup committee for the European Instrument for Democracy and
Human Rights (EIDHR) to include new competences with regard
to monitoring the safeguarding of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, particularly in the context of setting up the European
Public Prosecutor’s Office, and respecting the rights of persons
in criminal proceedings. This committee would cooperate with
all of the EESC sections and the other relevant EU and national
institutions. It also feels that legality and hierarchical subordination
should be included among the basic principles underpinning the
functioning of the European Public Prosecutor’s Office; these are
not mentioned explicitly in the regulation and, moreover, that
additional safeguards should be established by the regulation in
respect of the exercise of rights and duties of European prosecutors
as well as their liability in cases of abuse and serious professional
misconduct. The Committee would point out that as regards the
admissibility of evidence collected and presented by the European
Public Prosecutor’s Office in trial courts, where such evidence is
admitted without any validation, this may create situations of
inequality and violate the “equality of arms” principle. In conclusion,
the collection and processing of personal data should be limited to
people in respect of whom there are serious grounds for suspecting
that a criminal offence affecting the EU’s financial interests has been
committed. If that is not the case, this could constitute a serious and
disproportionate interference in the privacy of those concerned.

Krzysztof PATER (PL) – ECO/343 “Statistical
tools for measuring volunteering” (EESC opinion
1979/2013)
In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC states that
volunteering is an important driver of inclusive
growth, a key factor in many economic and social policies and
a research subject which is currently insufficiently measured.
Therefore, the Committee calls on the European Commission to put
in place the conditions to start methodological work and research
into volunteer work by national statistical offices in the EU Member
States. In so doing, use should be made of the International Labour
Organisation’s Manual on the Measurement of Volunteer Work and
the past experience of countries which have already undertaken
research using this manual. Moreover the Commission should,
over the next few years, work on a standardised methodology for
research into volunteer work and to ensure its adoption by the
Member States via an appropriate EU Regulation. The Committee
call for the introduction of legal measures binding at the EU and
Member States level which would enable the non-profit sector to
co-finance public grants with the economic value of volunteer
work estimated on the basis of the statistical tools developed in
accordance with this opinion. IN conclusion, the EESC uses this
opportunity to reiterate the need for a favourable environment
and support for voluntary activities. Exact suggestions for the
favourable environment for volunteering were developed within
the framework of the European Year of Volunteering 2011.

NOTE: The complete texts of all EESC opinions are available in various
language versions on the Committee’s website:
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.opinions-search

News from Group III
We send our congratulations to our member Thierry Libaert (FR), who was
the joint winner of the “PRIX IEC’13” (Intelligence Economique et Compétitivité)
awarded by L’Académie nationale d’intelligence économique (French National
Academy of Intelligence) for their joint publication «La communication,
dimension oubliée de l’intelligence économique» (English translation:
Communication, the forgotten domain of economic intelligence). It was voted
the best book of the year after 19 works on Economic Intelligence (EI) had been
assessed by an eminent Jury, who short-listed 5 works for final scrutiny. In
distinguishing this book, the Jury sought to highlight the evolution of EI, to better understand the
communicational aspects that it must integrate to reach full maturity.
The academy issued a press release on 5 December announcing the award and it can be viewed here
(in French): http://www.iee-numerique.fr/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/PRIX-IEC-13.pdf
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THE EESC IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENT OF EXTERNAL WEBSITES

Group III is supporting the realisation of a study conducted at European level by
the European Centre for Liberal Professions of the University of Köln for the EESC
on: “The state of Liberal Professions concerning their functioning and
relevance to European civil society”. This study responds to the need to clarify
the situation of Liberal Professions in the EU Member States and is complementary
to the ongoing work on the Own-Initiative opinion of the EESC INT/687 “The role and future of the
Liberal Professions in European Civil Society 2020”, a theme proposed and supported by the
“SMEs, Crafts and the Professions” category late in 2012.
The study outlines the differences and similarities of several aspects of the Liberal Professions, from
the definition of the concept to the fiscal and ethical features, across the EU. The document should
be published during the first semester of 2014 and launched with a special event outlining the main
results as well as promoting the above-mentioned EESC opinion.
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