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Developing the ethical
and solidarity-based finance
in Europe in a concrete way
FEBEA is the European Federation of Ethical and Alternative
Banks (FEBEA – Fédération Européenne des banques Ethiques
et Alternatives), a non profit organisation incorporated under
Belgian law, created in Brussels in 2001).
As of June 2009, FEBEA federated 25 members based across 11
European Union and 2 EFTA countries. These 11 banks, 6 savings
and loan cooperatives, 5 investment companies and 3 foundations
can all together account for a balance sheet of 21 billion Euros and
have some 528.000 clients and shareholders between them. They
have different legal forms but they all share the same concern for
transparency and for social and environmental utility.

With the European citizens’ initiative introduced by Article 11(4) of
the EU Treaty, the European Union has, for the first time in history,
implemented a direct democratic procedure at transnational level.
The EESC greeted this new opportunity from the outset, helping by
means of two opinions drawn up in 2010 to draft the necessary
rules and calling for the implementation of practical support
measures to ensure the success of this major new institutional link
between the EU and its citizens.
However, one year after the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty,
this initiative is still far from operational: in late December,
the Parliament, the Council and the Commission finalised an
agreement which gave it the green light (http://ec.europa.eu/
dgs/secretariat_general/citizens_initiative/index_en.htm).
Nonetheless, it will not be operational before early 2012 owing to
the measures that must be adopted at national level by individual
Member States.

EUROPE III - In December 2010, you organised a major
conference here at the EESC: do you consider it to have
been a success? Why?

The European citizens’ initiative is designed to bring citizens closer
to the EU institutions, with a view to fostering a more widespread
feeling of belonging to the EU. However, this lengthy procedure
could generate further disaffection and distance if its limitations
are not clearly understood (it is not a matter of transposing the
citizens’ initiatives already in place in some Member States).
Europeans must also recognise its potential as an instrument for
direct dialogue with the institutions, as a platform to facilitate
the gradual construction of a European public space for debate,
proposals and active participation by citizens, and as a tangible
opportunity for organised networks of European civil society which
will be able to add a European dimension to their national and
local activities.
The European Commission will certainly take the lead in managing
this instrument, but it cannot promote it properly unaided. The
EESC is best placed to do this, initially building on the vital role of
facilitator stemming from its position as the European institutional
headquarters of civil dialogue, its 44 members who represent
various networks and organisations in the 27 Member States and
its thousands of instances of structured relations with European
civil society organisations. This year, Group III will therefore work
on practical initiatives, working with the main European networks
and organisations and of course cooperating closely with the other
European institutions. Developing and promoting all platforms for
civil dialogue is our key mission and we must not fail to grasp the
opportunity offered by the European citizens’ initiative, which is
now leaving the starting gate.
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Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, Luigi de Magistris,
Chairman of the European Parliament Committee on Budgetary
Control, six networks of financial organisations (the European
Microfinance Network – EMN, the International Association
of Investors in the Social Economy - INAISE, the International
Co-operative Banking Association - ICBA, International
Confederation of Popular Banks - CIBP, the European Association
of Public Banks and the European Association of Cooperative
Banks), around twenty local experiences of social inclusion by
job creation and several European social networks (like Rurality
Environment Development - RED, Euclid network and the
European Network of Social Integration Enterprises - ENSIE).
There was a strong and high level representation of the Polish
government who will organize the next conference. Last but not

We consider the conference as a success by the number and
quality of participants. One hundred and fifty persons took part
in the FEBEA event, including Luca Jahier, President of Group III of
EESC, Pervenche Bérès, Chairwoman of the European Parliament

least Herman Van Rompuy had sent us a video message and

We asked Anne-Marie Sigmund (AT), former
President of the EESC (2004-2006) and of
Group III (1998-2004) who was Rapporteur for
two EESC opinions on this subject to give her
views on the current situation.
What are today the most difficult and controversial
obstacles to the implementation of the ECI?
The text of the regulation is clear, we must first acknowledge
the Commission and European lawmakers for their work,
but “the devil is in the details.” Take for example the issue
of verification of signatures: given the fact that this
competence lies with the Member States, there is the risk
that the collection of signatures will be subject to different
conditions in different countries (especially, concerning the
request for an identification number).
I also have serious reservations about the 12 months limit
to collect signatures, which I think is extremely short and
thus represents a true hidden barrier to the initiative, and
I regret that the European Parliament, which had initially
demanded 18 months (which is the delay requested by the
EESC in its opinion) finally voted for this short period of time
proposed by the European Commission.
From a pragmatic point of view, I have my doubts that the
initiative in its current design will become a real “instrument

of the citizen” because the ordinary person in the street does
not possess the financial means required and, therefore, I
fear that only large organisations are able to launch such
an initiative.
What it will take to make possible the smooth
functioning of the ICE?
I think the biggest challenge right now is the need
to disseminate information on this new instrument
making clear that it is not only an innovative way of civic
participation, but also an important communication tool, as
each initiative, whether successful or not, will undoubtedly
create a European public space, which is indispensable for
the democratic development of the European Union.
In its the two opinions, on Article 11 (SC/032 - EESC
465/2010) and the ECI (SCO/001 - EESC 993/2010), the
EESC presented very concrete recommendations that could
go a long way towards addressing some needs not only
concerning the proper functioning of the initiative but also
to ensure its success. I know that those responsible in the
various EU institutions are willing to see the Committee
play its proper role in this process, but now the Committee
must fulfil its role which according to its own definition as a
“bridge between Europe and civil society.”
The time is ripe!

Antoine Saint-Denis took the floor in the name of the European
Commission as representative of DG for Employment, Social
Affairs and Equal Opportunities.
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Interview of the month continued..
EUROPE III - In a nutshell, tell us about your “Europe Active”
campaign: what are its main goals and what do you hope
it will achieve?
The main target is to obtain in as many countries as possible
a favourable framework to finance social inclusion by creating
jobs for people and territories out of the job market through
public private partnership (PPP). It will take some time and this
is the reason why a second conference will be organised in
September 2011 in Poland. Before that second event, we will
work hard to run the project.
EUROPE III - How are members of FEBEA different from
other financial institutions?
Members of FEBEA are very different : you can find small
cooperatives who collect money through the selling of shares
and provide loans from the capital like Crédal and Hefboom
(BE) or Integra Co-op in (SK), citizen’s banks like APS Bank
(MT), Banca Etica (IT), La Nef (FR), Merkur Bank (DK), Cultura
Bank (NO), Ekobanken (SE), mixed with big banks like Crédit
Coopératif (FR), BBK (ES), BFS (DE), etc. What is common to all
these institutions is that the social and environmental impacts
of the customers’ projects are analyzed at the same level than
their financial aspects.
EUROPE III - Is the ‘ethical finance’ movement growing: what
notable programmes have FEBEA members supported?
The ethical finance movement is growing fast whenever a financial
crisis breaks up, so for the last three years, we grew sometimes
too quickly. We cannot talk about “programmes”, FEBEA members
implement financial tools, providing loans, guarantees, equity, in
favour of very small enterprises created by unemployed people
(France Active is making 20.000 loans or guarantees a year), social
microcredits (as for Crédal or Crédit Coopératif), jobs creation in
green business on the goods confiscated from the mafia (with
Banca Etica), local jobs creation (Femu Qui in Corsica and Caixa
Pollença in Majorca), renovation of houses for homeless people
with jobs creation in Poland, etc.
EUROPE III - Why should EU citizens save or invest in ‘ethical’
financial institutions? Will they get a lower return on their
money?
In the EU, but also in the other parts of the world, citizens
should think about what the money that they save in banks
will be used for. Will it be dedicated to all kinds of speculation
aiming at a better return? Or will it be a tool to better our life

by building houses, creating jobs for young people, improving
environment conditions and creating employment and
activities in the developing countries? This doesn’t imply a
lower return on the money. I rather say that it makes a “fair”
return on the money. Indeed, ROE rates between 15 % and 25%
cannot be obtained without speculation, but rates between 4%
and 10% can be achieved in an ethical way.
EUROPE III - How else can EU citizens support financial
institutions which prioritize an ethical, social and
environmental approach to financial services?

• Define a European directive focused on social inclusion
through job creation;
• Take into consideration ethical and social cohesion criteria,
at the time of the establishment of new norms for finance
governance, called Basel III;
• And promote the creation of a European fund to support the
social enterprise sector in Europe, based on the example of
what has just been done for microfinance.
To find out more about this organisation, go to www.febea.org

In a very easy way, making deposits in our banks, investing in
all sorts of shares (14 members of FEBEA are cooperatives, one
member is a charity, others are societies), giving the time to
run the projects, and creating ethical financial institutions in the
countries where they don’t exist, which is still the case for a few
European countries.
EUROPE III - What support can the EESC and other EU
institutions offer?
The EESC could draw up an opinion about ethical financing
that will help us to convince the EU to create a favourable
framework for its development. We would like to thank the
EESC for having hosted our conference on November 29th. and
we are grateful to the EESC President, Mr Staffan Nilsson, for his
support. We also want the European Commission to implement
a financing facility dedicated to support initiatives of social
inclusion through job creation, in addition to the European
Progress Microfinance Facility announced in 2009.
EUROPE III - What do you anticipate as being the main
challenges that will test FEBEA over the next 2-3 years?

Quote of the month…

“Tact is the ability to
describe others as
they see themselves.”
Abraham Lincoln (1809 - 1865)
16th President of the United
States of America

As stated in the Call presented during the Active Europe
Conference, we have six targets:
• Define five social convergence criteria comparable to the five
financial euro convergence criteria included in the Treaty of
Maastricht;
• Involve the European institutions to create favourable
conditions for the development and the financing of social
inclusion initiatives inspired by the good practices developed
over the past 25 years by ethical and alternative banks;
• Make the funds attributed by the Progress programme after
2013 more sustainable, maintain the amount of disposable
means and facilitate the conditions of access to these funds;

Other news that matters
The members of the Secretariat
of Group III are very pleased
to welcome a new colleague,
Bethany Isenberg, who has
come to us after some work
experience in the European
Commission, DG RELEX.

Highlights of the December 2010 EESC Plenary Session
Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions
Mrs Benedicte FEDERSPIEL (DK) is the Rapporteur for the
opinion on:“Towards a Single Market Act for a highly competitive
social market economy: 50 proposals for improving our work,
business and exchanges with one another “ – INT/OMU/548.
Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) is the Rapporteur for the opinion
on: “Consumers and cross border possibilities within the Single
Market” – INT/550.
Mr Jean François HOFFELT (BE) will chair the study group for
the opinion on: “Audit Policy: Lessons from the Crisis”– INT/551.
Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) will chair the
study group for the opinion on: “An EU Framework for Crisis
Management in the Financial Sector”– INT/552.
Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the Rapporteur
for the opinion on: “Sanctions for violations of EU financial
services legislation” – INT/553.
Mr Seppo KALLIO (FI) will chair the study group for the
opinion on: “The EU Budget Review”– ECO/290.
Mr Etele BARÁTH (HU) is the Rapporteur for the opinion
on: “The role and priorities of cohesion policy in the EU 2020
strategy”– ECO/291.

Mr Pavel TRANTINA (CZ) will chair the permanent study
group for the opinion on: “European Year of Volunteering
2011”– SOC/396.
Mr Ákos TOPOLÁNSZKY (HU) is the Rapporteur for the
exploratory opinion on: “Societal empowerment and
integration of Roma citizens in Europe” – SOC/397.
Mrs Evelyne PICHENOT (FR) will chair the study group for the
exploratory opinion on: “Gender-aware structural change in
research institutions” – SOC/398.
Mr Luca JAHIER (IT) will chair the study group for the
exploratory opinion on: “The role of family policy in the
demographic change with a view to share best practices
among Member States” – SOC/399.
Mr Nikolaos LIOLIOS (EL) is the Rapporteur working alone for
the opinion on: “Use of phosphates and other phosphorous
compounds in household laundry detergents” – NAT/487.
Mr Lutz RIBBE (DE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “New
post 2010 EU – Biodiversity policy and strategy” – NAT/491.
Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) will chair the study group for the
exploratory opinion on: “The impact of the crisis on the ability of
European firms to undertake pro-climate investments” – NAT/496.

Mr Seppo KALLIO (FI) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on:
“Eastern Partnership and the eastern dimension of the EU
policies, with particular emphasis on the EU agricultural policy
– food security, undisturbed trade, greater cooperation and
development aid, strategic partnership” – NAT/497.
Mr Zenonas Rokus RUDZIKAS (LT) will chair the study group
for the exploratory opinion on: “Energy supply: what kind of
neighbourhood policy do we need to ensure security of supply
for the EU?” – TEN/443.
Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on:
“Management of spent fuel and radioactive waste” – TEN/444.
The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups

News from civil society organisations close to Group III
European consumer delegation
discusses consumer priorities for
Hungarian EU Presidency with State
Secretary

Copa-Cogeca welcomed
rise in EU farm incomes
in 2010 with some
reservations

On 22 December BEUC issued a press release giving details of
visit by a high-level delegation headed by Paolo Martinello,
President of the European Consumers’ Organisation (BEUC)
and Dr. György Morvay, President of the National Association
for Consumer Protection in Hungary (OFE), to Budapest on
21 December 2010, where they met with Hungarian State
Secretary, Dr. Zoltán Cséfalvay, to discuss consumer priorities
for the upcoming Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the
European.

On 20 December 2010 COPA COGECA issued a press release
in which, although welcoming an increase in farm incomes in
2010, it warns this slight increase is not enough to offset the
sharp declines of previous years.

To read the full text of the PR, click here: http://
www.beuc.org/BEUCNoFrame/Docs/1/
DDEACFHCHJBACCHDGPCAIHEBPDWD9DB3719DW3571KM/
BEUC/docs/DLS/2010-00795-01-E.pdf

Setting the Poverty Record Straight: COFACE reflects back
on the EY 2010 Against Poverty
and Social Exclusion
In its December 2010 newsletter,
COFACE took a reflective look back at
the EY 2010.
You can read the full text of the article here: http://coface-eu.org/
en/Newsletter/2010/ndeg-12-December-2010/COFACE-e-News2010-12-en/#EY2010news-dec

To read their full statement about this issue, please go to: http://www.
edf-feph.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=13855&thebloc=26041

EuroCoop 2010 Report on Consumer Co-operatives’
Efforts against Climate Change Environmental Policy

To read the full text of the PR and see other news, please go to:
http://www.copa-cogeca.eu/

On 14th December 2010, EuroCoop launched its 2010 report
on the project: “Consumer Co-operatives and Climate
Change: Taking the Challenge forward”.

Conference on: EU Environmental
achievements and Future Challenges

To read the full text of the report, please go to: http://www.
eurocoop.coop/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&i
d=377&catid=46&Itemid=183&lang=en

The EEB are organising a major conference on an environmental
theme at the Goethe in Brussels on 18 February 2011.
You can consult the programme ands register here: http://www.
eeb.org/index.cfm/news-events/index.cfm?displayTab=events

The EU has officially ratified the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities on 23 December 2010

UEAPME praises report’s overall content
but remains doubtful on eco-design
and transport policy
On 15 December 2010, UEAPME, issued a press release in
which it says that it is left with mixed feelings by the vote at
the European Parliament’s plenary on the so-called “Bendtsen
report” on the EU Energy Efficiency Action Plan.
To read the full PR, click here: http://www.ueapme.com/IMG/
pdf/101215_pr_bendtsen_report.pdf

On 5 January 2011, the EDF heralded the ratification by the EU
of the UN Convention on Persons with Disabilities as a landmark
victory.

OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
At its meeting held on 7 December 2010, the EESC Bureau reconstituted the five categories, four of which are managed by the Group III secretariat.
At their inaugural meetings of the 2010-2015, mandate (listed below) the first item on the agenda will be the election of the spokespersons. The list
of the members of the various categories may be consulted on the Group III website (website).
The Social Economy Category held a meeting on 13 January 2011. Group III member, Miguel Ángel Cabra De Luna (ES), was relected as the
category spokesperson by acclamation. This was followed by an exchange of views with Constantin Andropoulous, Head of Unit E2 - Small
Businesses, Cooperatives, Mutualities and Corporate Social Responsibility (DG Enterprise, European Commission) which was followed by a
presentation of joint ILO/EESC study on “Social and Solidarity Economy: building a common understanding” by Benedicte Fonteneau,
the study coordinator. The members also looked at setting their priorities for the category for the period 2011-2012.
The SMEs, Crafts and Professions Category will hold a meeting on 26 January 2011. Following the election of the spokesperson, a
presentation of the European Commission legislative agenda for 2011 will be given by Luc Hendrickx, who is responsible for
Competitiveness of Enterprises & External Relations, Legal Affairs, at UEAPME. This will be followed by a discussion about the priority areas
for attention to launch work for the next half mandate. Amongst other topics the members will also talk about the Small Business Act
– how to make it work and the European Commission’s review of the SBA and there will be an exchange of views on the new
Commission proposal and upcoming EESC opinion on: Towards a Single Market Act - For a highly competitive social market economy
50 proposals for improving our work, business and exchanges with one another INT/OMU/548.
The Farmers’ Category will meet on 9 February 2011. Following the election of the spokesperson, Ludvík Jírovec (CZ) will present a report
on the discussions and conclusion of the meeting of farm organisations in Central and Eastern Europe which was held recently in Brno, Czech
Republic. They will also discuss the progress of the opinion NAT/481 “CAP after 2013” and draw-up a work programme for the 2011-2012
period.
The Consumers’ & Environment Category will meet on 25 February 2011. The agenda will be announced in due course.
More information on the work of the categories can be found on our website (http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3), by contacting the
spokespersons of the categories, or the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC
At its plenary session on 8-9 December 2010 the European
Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted the
following opinions for which Group III members were
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.
Ludvik JÍROVEC (CZ) – INT/533 “Approval
of agricultural or forestry vehicles” (EESC
opinion 1616/2010)
The Committee considers that the codification
of all existing texts in the form of a single
Regulation would be a very useful exercise
and suggests that the new Regulation must be flexible enough
to permit continuous development of existing machines
and permit the introduction of new types of machines. For
some types of tractors designed solely for off-road use,
exemptions should be considered for those provisions
that relate to road use. The EESC also believes that any
regulations should be based on more speed classes than the
present two.
The EESC would also like to see the Commission address the
peripheral issues relating to the use of agricultural or forestry
vehicles on roads. In particular, the EESC would encourage
European standards for driving licences, inspection of
vehicles and road use. This would help to ensure that
the rules and regulations governing the use of tractors
would be common across Europe rather than the present
differing national rules.
Armands KRAUZE (LV) – NAT/468
“Security of supply in agriculture and
the food sector in the EU” (EESC opinion
1622/2010)
In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC states
that ensuring the availability of food supplies should remain
one of the fundamental objectives of EU agricultural policy.

Given the challenges and uncertainties associated with global
food security, the post-2013 Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
should continue to ensure security of supply in agriculture
and the food sector. The key to food security the world over
is sustainable local food production. In the EU diversified
agricultural production should be maintained and promoted
across the EU. Special attention should be given to remote
regions and areas with specific handicaps. The EU must
devote more effort to systematic planning for security of
supply to ensure the viability of agricultural production
and the entire food sector, even in crisis and emergency
situations. Practical actions (stocks, agricultural
infrastructure, training etc.) in this field should however
remain the responsibility of Member States. New EU
legislation in the field of security of supply in agriculture
and the food sector is not necessary at the moment.
Member States can use the EU’s rural development policy as
a tool for promoting actions to support and improve security
of supply in agriculture and the food sector. The Member
States should take advantage of this possibility in their rural
development programmes.

Gerfried GRUBER (AT) NAT/480 “GMOs –
Restrictions of cultivation in Member
States” (EESC opinion 1623/2010)
The EESC acknowledges that the use of
genetically modified organisms in European
farming raises major concerns for a large section of the European
public and it, therefore, welcomes the European Commission’s
intention to address this sensitive of Member States’ freedom
to decide on GMO cultivation. However, the EESC considers
that the draft proposal that has been submitted, mainly
based on ethical and moral criteria, creates more
vagueness than certainty and could in practice result in
a proliferation of measures being adopted by the States
and regions, which could effect the operation of the EU’s

internal market, the legal security of operators and the
credibility of the system as a whole. The Committee thinks
that the present proposal needs to be improved and made
more specific, especially with regard to legal certainty for those
concerned, which could be achieved by introducing a concrete
and enforceable legal basis in secondary EU law, with specific
grounds, conditions, and procedures applicable to national
measures. Given the timing of the Commission’s current
proposal, ahead of the ongoing overall review of the current
legal framework, it is not possible to render a definitive opinion
on the proposal.
Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) –
TEN/424 “Energy Strategy for 2011 2020”
(EESC opinion 1627/2010)
In this exploratory opinion, requested by the
European Commission, the EESC states that
the new Energy Strategy for Europe 2011-2020 must be
based at least on three cornerstones: security of supply,
low-carbon economy and energy competitiveness. While
the Committee supports the efforts made to trigger the
transition towards a low-carbon economy and to improve its
supply security, it regrets that the energy competitiveness
issue has received far too little attention in the
Commission May 2010 stocktaking document “Towards a
new energy strategy 2011-2020”.
In the EESC’s view the key elements that should be covered
by the strategy could be summarised under the following
headings: getting the economic signals right; obtaining the
right technologies; mobilising the finance; involving the right
institutions and structures (public and private); securing the
engagement of consumers and the public and, finally, building
a European alliance and partnerships for the transition and
establishing general agreement on the goals, the pace of
advance and specific targets to be achieved by specific dates.

NOTE: The complete texts of all EESC opinions are available in various language versions on the Committee’s website: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.opinions-search

News from Group III

Marking the end of the European Year on Poverty
2010 with a statement on Food Wastage

diet, through the fight against waste and call for solidarity. In 2009, the European Food Banks
collected 328.720 tons of food, worth 720 M€, and distributed them to 4.7 million people in
partnership with 25,900 charitable organisations and social services.

Across Europe, it is apparent that we live a daily experience of the “paradox of scarcity in abundance”.
The statistics are really shocking and, according to a recent study, since 1974, food waste in the
western world has increased by 50%. In Britain alone 6.7 million tonnes of still perfectly edible
food is thrown away every year at an annual cost of 10 billion pounds sterling. In Sweden, on
average, every household throws away 25% of food purchased. In Italy it is estimated that the
total amount of food thrown away every year could feed 44 million people. Some estimates of the
“European Federation of Food Banks,” claim that the total waste of food is equal to 3% of European
GDP.

In view of the above, the President of Group III, Luca JAHIER (IT) and Vice-President, Maureen
O’NEILL (UK), President of the EESC Standing Group on the EU Year against Poverty and Social
Exclusion have asked that the EESC take stock of its own food management and have proposed
that an internal audit be commissioned, in partnership with the Belgian Federation of Food Banks
(Fédération Belge des Banques alimentaire). The primary intention of this initiative is to launch a
practical study with the Committee’s in-house caterer, to estimate the amount and types of food
not consumed and evaluate specific measures to make it possible to retrieve and distribute that
unused food to worthy and needy charitable causes.

In Europe, for some time, a network has existed which brings together 232 “Food Banks” (www.
eurofoodbank.eu). Its goal is to give each person in Europe, access to a sufficient and balanced

Europe III will keep you posted on developments.

Group III members in the spotlight playing a key role
Maureen O’Neill, Vice-President of Group III
I am delighted to have been elected as a Vice President of the Group and to be part
of President Luca Jahier’s team along with Jillian Van Turnhout and Arno Metzler.
It is a privilege and a challenge. We each bring to the team different strengths and
interests which reflect the diversity of the membership of Group III. Each of the Vice
Presidents has been charged with different tasks and I have the responsibility for
ensuring that Group III members make the most effective use of Group Experts in study groups so that
we are well informed and can substantiate our responses to communications from the Commission or
in own initiative opinions. The diversity of Group III is a great strength as it enables a range of views to
be aired but it is essential that we harness our thinking into strong and coherent approaches. My other

task is to see how effective the current Rules of Procedure are in ensuring the smooth running of our
activities and to work with Group III members in relation to changes they would wish to put forward.
The allocation of this task stems from my being a member of the recent Rules of Procedure Group which
proposed a number of amendments to improve the overall working of the Committee.
Lastly, I hope that I can continue to contribute to the liaison between the Committee and other civil
society organisations in order to build on the collaboration that was established during the EU Year on
Poverty. I felt this collaboration enormously enhanced the work of the EESC Standing Group for the EU
Year of which I was President.
I look forward to working with and supporting fellow members to contribute to the endeavours of the
EESC.
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