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 .../... 

I thank you very much for this new invitation to address the issue participatory 

democracy and the European Constitution. 

 

It gives me the opportunity to stress once again how important was the role of 

civil society in Slovenia – but not only in Slovenia – before and during the first 

years of democratisation. 

 

Let me also underline the importance, at the time of the Convention, of the 

EESC's commitment to developing dialogue with civil society. The more time 

passes, the more I am convinced that the Convention prepared a good draft 

Constitutional Treaty. That draft provides a formal framework for the future 

role of the civil society, even though such a framework is not a prerequisite for 

its functioning. 

 

However and lately, it seems that it is representative democracy more than 

participatory democracy which is under discussion and I must say that I was not 

happy that the IGC could not follow the spirit of the Convention. Of course, the 

failure of the IGC in Brussels is not a catastrophe although I am convinced it is 

more than just an accident. 

 

The involvement of civil society is crucial for the future of Europe and the 

success of the enlarged European Union depends very much on the speed and 

the quality of integration of the new Member States. In this context, the 

development of civil society in the new Member States is vital. To illustrate 

what I just said, I would like to refer to the former Czech President Vaclav 

Havel, who discovered that Czech civil society had almost disappeared during 

the first years of democracy because all important personalities in civil society 

had turned to politics to land on the representative side of democracy.  
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Reflecting on this, I think there is a need to re-create a civil society in the new 

Member States to improve their democratic system. 

 

I also believe that there exists a lack of European spirit as we are approaching to 

the European Union of 25 and thus I rely very much on civil society to remedy 

the present situation. On May 1st and formally, enlargement will be reality. An 

historical change will have taken place. But to build a truly united Europe will 

take decades and we shall still need a strong engagement from civil society, a 

well-organised civil dialogue and active citizens' participation. 

 

To that end, I am confident that the draft Constitutional Treaty, which has been 

agreed in the Convention, provides enough opportunities for participatory 

democracy to develop. 

 

I would not go into details but rather I would prefer to speak about the spirit 

needed in order to make a step forward. We need both a Constitutional Treaty 

for the European Union of 25 Member States and a renewed European spirit. 

We need an improved quality of civil dialogue to which everyone who wishes 

so is sincerely welcome to contribute. 

 

I remember discussions in the Convention about the cultural issue and in 

particular on the role of religion and churches. Personally, I am pleased about 

the way it is dealt with in the draft Constitutional Treaty. I consider the cultural 

dimension of Europe as very important. On our way to the united Europe we 

need to put an end and avoid all ideological disputes. We should give all 

citizens of Europe a chance to participate according to their inspirations and 
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values. We do not need old-fashioned ideologies and, in that respect, I think a 

step forward has been made. 

 

The cultural approach was already present at the beginning of the European 

Community, even before the first Treaty on the coal and steel Community was 

signed. There was an agreement on common values and principles which clearly 

have a cultural dimension. For me, the European union will live and develop, 

not only as an economic and political project and entity, but first and foremost 

also as a cultural project. Therefore, when we are speaking about civil society 

and civil dialogue, we are speaking about our political culture as well.  

 

The main task ahead of us is to strengthen the European spirit in all countries. 

We shall need this spirit also for the adoption of the European Constitution. 

 

Thank you. 

 


