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The plenary assembly was addressed by Mr Engelbert Lütke Daldrup, State Secretary at the Federal 
Ministry of Transport, Construction and Urban Development, representing the German presidency of 
the Council, on the subject of adopting exploratory opinions.  
 
1. EMPLOYMENT POLICY 
 

• Guidelines for Employment Policies 
 
− Rapporteur: Ms O'NEILL (Various Interests – UK) 
 
− References: COM(2006) 815 final – 2006/0271 CNS – CESE 608/2007 
 
− Key points: 

 
In accordance with Article 128(2) of the EC Treaty the current Employment Guidelines require 
confirmation by a Council decision to be maintained for 2007 following consultation with the 
European Parliament, the Committee of the Regions and the EESC. 

 
The EESC: 
 
• supports the proposal that the Employment Guidelines 2005-2007 be maintained for 

2007 bearing in mind the highlighted areas of concern and recommendations; 
• strongly recommends that the timetable and process to be adopted is widely and timeously 

circulated to the range of stakeholders in order to maximise the benefit from this process, to 
build on good will and to ensure the maximum participation by stakeholders and to allow 
sufficient time for responses at EU and national level at the development stage; 

• recommends that there is stronger emphasis on the inclusion of people with special needs into 
the new Employment Guidelines with specific targets and greater recognition of social policy 
requirements. The EESC stresses the importance of the involvement of social partners and 
civil society at the earliest possible time in the development of the guidelines by the 
Commission as well as being consulted on the final document; 

• calls for much more ambitious, measurable targets which can be benchmarked in the new 
guidelines at EU and member state level, and for more enforcement powers for the 
Commission; 

• recommends that appropriate ICT systems are available in all member states to ensure an 
improvement in the collection of data and to facilitate monitoring and evaluation by both 
member states and the Commission; 

• continues to recommend that National Reform Programmes must include more concrete 
evidence of defined objectives, timescales, cost and budget provision. 
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− Contact: Ms Susanne Johansson and Ms Anna Redstedt 

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 84 77 – Email: susanne.johansson@eesc.europa.eu) 
(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 33 – Email: anna.redstedt@eesc.europa.eu) 

 
2. THE SERVICES MARKET 

 

• Postal services - full accomplishment of the internal market 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr Hencks (Employees – LU) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 594 final – 2006/0196 COD – CESE 614/2007 
 
− Key points: 

 
From a socio-economic perspective, postal services are very important for economic, social and 
territorial cohesion and for implementation of the Lisbon strategy. They directly contribute to 
social relations and fundamental rights, while enhancing solidarity and integrating people and 
regions; they also stimulate European economic competitiveness and sustainable development. 
 
The main challenge presented by organising the final stage of opening up postal markets on 
1 January 2009 is to identify the way forward to an effective and competitive postal sector which 
will continue to provide high-quality, affordable services to individuals and businesses in Europe, 
in the interests of economic competitiveness, of serving citizens' needs, irrespective of their 
geographical or financial situation or other factors, and in the interests of employment and 
sustainable development. 
 
The EESC feels that the Commission's ideas would not ensure the necessary degree of security for 
long-term financing of a universal service in all Member States, particularly where there are 
difficulties caused by the physical or human geography, and thus at present are not preferable to 
financing by means of a reserved sector, which in many Member States has proved to be an 
effective and fair system. 
 
Given the uncertainties and risks associated with complete liberalisation of the postal market, the 
deadline of 1.1.2009 seems unrealistic, especially in view of the fact that postal operators in 
Member States which only joined the EU in 2004 would have insufficient time to adapt to the new 
circumstances. 
 
Therefore, the EESC urges firstly, that the current Directive be extended; secondly, that plans be 
made for possible full liberalisation of the postal sector by 1.1.2012, provided that credible 
financing options which represent an improvement on the reserved sector have been found by 
then, in close consultation with all those concerned; and thirdly, that specific deliveries sent or 
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received by blind and partially sighted persons, as well as their organisations, be incorporated into 
the universal service. 

 
− Contact: Ms Agota Bazsik  

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 86 58 – Email: agota.bazsik@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
3. COMPETITION 

 

• Report on Competition Policy 2005 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr Garai (Various Interests – HU) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 761 final – CESE 602/2007 
 
− Key points:  

 
Competition policy and competition law is a tool for governments to set and enforce fair market 
conduct by means of substantive and procedural rules of administrative law. 
 
Distortions of competition, hit employees and consumers as well as businesses and the economy 
in general. 
  
The EESC is of the opinion that "competition" should be perceived in a much broader sense and 
that, especially in the case of consumers, workers and small and medium enterprises, long-term 
interests could diverge considerably from the immediate interests of ensuring conditions which are 
conducive to "perfect" competition. The 2005 Report makes it clear that DG COMP is well aware 
of all the important aspects of economic competition within and outside the EU and of its role in 
ensuring the legal protection thereof. This is all the more so because EU substantive case-law can 
also be applied by national competition authorities and courts.  

 
− Contact: Ms Magdaléna Belarova-Carabin 

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 03 – Email: magdalena.belarova-carabin@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

4. INDUSTRIAL POLICY 
 

• Value and supply chain development 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr van Iersel (Employers – NL) 
− Co-rapporteur: Mr Gibellieri (Employees – IT) 
 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 599/2007 
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− Key points: 
 

The EESC requires the focused attention of decision-makers, together with interactive EU and 
national approaches, on the concept of value and supply chain development or, rather, that of 
networked industry and corporate interaction.  
 
There are substantial differences in how companies are affected by this state of affairs, depending 
on their size, their position in supply chains/networks and the sectors in which they operate. 
Relatively small and medium-sized suppliers, which intervene at initial or intermediate stages, 
often come up against obstacles in this networking process. In this document, they are referred to 
as IICs (initial and intermediate companies – a term coined specifically for the purposes of this 
opinion), as they are not defined in terms of measurable corporate data (turnover, employment) 
but rather in terms of their position in the value and supply chains. 
 
The most innovative and creative of these firms are of decisive importance in the networked 
economy. The volume of this development is so significant that it has not only a considerable 
impact at microeconomic level, but also in macroeconomic terms. The EESC deems it necessary 
to improve the environment in which IICs operate. This opinion identifies the main challenges and 
puts forward a number of policy proposals such as: 
 
• changing attitudes towards IICs; 
• improving co-operation and mutual trust amongst these companies; 
• facilitating access to finance; 
• reducing lock-in/ lock-out effects; 
• enforcing intellectual property rights; 
• combating distortions of competition by the consistent, more efficient and timely use of EU 
 trade defence instruments in order to avoid unfair imports; 
• fostering skills and entrepreneurship; 
• attracting qualified young people, especially in engineering fields, to IICs; 
• implementing the EU new-style industrial policy, including its sectoral approach; 
• making optimum use of FP7; 
• enacting focused legislation and cutting red tape. 
 
Much more should be done to increase the awareness of the part IICs play in industrial change and 
globalisation processes. In order to implement the proposals above, a number of prerequisites 
must be met by companies themselves, others by policy makers and yet more by a combination of 
the two. In any event, any such implementation must be carried out in close cooperation with all 
relevant stakeholders, including sectoral dialogue committees. 

 
− Contact: Mr José Miguel Cólera Rodríguez 

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9629 – Email: josemiguel.colerarodriguez@eesc.europa.eu) 
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5. TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

• Transport in urban and metropolitan areas 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr Ribbe (Various Interests – DE) 
 
− Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 615/2007 
 
− Key points: 

 
The EESC is very concerned to note the sharp decline in the share of local public transport (LPT) 
in total urban transport volume, which is growing fast; this decline is not confined to EU-15 but is 
also proceeding at an especially rapid pace in the new Member States. 
 
Traffic flows, from cars in particular, are placing an increasing burden on cities, causing a large 
number of mostly unresolved problems; concerted action by the Commission, the Member States 
and local authorities is therefore needed to reverse this trend. 
 
The EESC feels that improving the quality of life and environmental protection in cities and 
achieving climate change and energy efficiency objectives are doubly necessary: in the 
Committee's view, top priority for any urban planning or transport policy should be, first, to 
prevent traffic "arising"; a second priority should be meeting or enabling the meeting of mobility 
needs wherever possible through environmental means of transport such as LPT, cycling or 
walking. 
 
Cities must remain liveable; car-oriented cities are not an option. Given the scarcity of funding 
and space, the time when equal support could be given to all forms of transport has gone.  
 
In future, urban and land-use planners in local authorities must curb continued uncontrolled 
development and functional separation of urban areas, so that, wherever possible, traffic can be 
prevented.  
 
The EESC therefore feels that extending the supply of public transport services is a key area in 
which action should be taken by the Commission, the European Parliament, national governments 
and local authorities. There are a number of reasons for this, namely: the need to take 
precautionary measures to safeguard the environment and public health; the need to ensure basic 
mobility; and the need to provide essential services for all groups in the population, in particular 
for handicapped persons. 
 
The EESC would recommend that the Commission, the Council, and in particular the Committee 
of the Regions investigate the reasons why some cities have succeeded in progressing towards 
sustainable urban transport, whereas in others the situation continues to deteriorate.  
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− Contact: Mr Sven Dammann  
(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 66 – Email: sven.dammann@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Promotion of cycling as a means of transport in cross-border regions 
 

− Rapporteur-general: Mr Simons (Employers - NL) 
 
− Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 616/2007 
 
− Contact: Mr Sven Dammann  

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 66 – Email: sven.dammann@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Green Paper – Towards an EU Maritime Policy 
 

− Rapporteur: Ms Bredima Savopoulou (Employers – EL) 
− Co-rapporteurs: Mr Chagas (Employees – PT)  

Mr Nilsson (Various interests – SE) 
 

− Reference: COM(2006) 275 final – CESE 609/2007 
 

− Key points: 
 

In its Strategic Objectives for 2005-2009 the Commission pinpointed “the particular need for an 
all-embracing maritime policy aimed at developing a thriving maritime economy (…) in an 
environmentally sustainable manner.” Based on a Communication of 2 March 2005, it decided 
that a Green Paper on a future EU Maritime Policy should constitute a first step towards the 
establishment of such an all-embracing EU Maritime Policy. 
 
The EESC endorses most of the proposals contained in the Green Paper (on fisheries, ports, 
shipbuilding, maritime transport, coastal regions, offshore energy, R&D, environment, tourism, 
blue biotechnology) subject to specific comments. It welcomes the recognition in the Green Paper 
that shipping is international requiring global rules. Positive action is required by the EU to 
reverse the negative public image of shipping and the lack of appreciation for the contribution of 
ships and seafarers to society. 
 
Maritime clusters should occupy a central position in the future EU maritime policy. The EESC 
believes that the EU should commission a study in order to define them and compare them to 
maritime clusters of other areas. An integrated maritime policy must have at its heart an increase 
in investment in maritime education and training to underpin the delivery of safe, efficient and 
high-quality services. Furthermore, the EESC notes the exclusion of fishermen and seafarers from 
European social legislation on a number of issues (e.g. the Directive on collective redundancies, 
on transfer of undertakings, on information/consultation and for posting of workers in the 
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framework of the provision of services). It, therefore, invites the Commission to reassess these 
exclusions in close cooperation with the social partners. 
 
The EESC notes that the shipping industry burns as bunkers the lower end of oil due to non 
availability of better quality of bunkers by refineries. IT invites the Commission to address the 
quality for bunkers in order to make a breakthrough in the issue of air emissions from ships. 
 
The EESC strongly advocates the establishment of "quality coastal" states which are the missing 
link in the quality chain. . This concept should be raised by the EU in IMO in order to develop 
appropriate measurable criteria of coastal state performance. 

 
− Contact: Ms Maria José Lopez Grancha  

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 87 13 – Email: mariajose.lopezgrancha@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• A common EU ports policy 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr SIMONS (Employers – NL) 
 

− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 610/2007 
 

− Key points: 
 

Despite the fact that the European Parliament has already twice rejected proposals by the 
Commission relating to ports, the call for certain regulations at Community level remains 
undiminished. Europe must establish guidelines to ensure that port facilities develop in a more 
coherent manner. Competition between ports, the financial framework in which they operate, port 
capacity, the need for rapid expansion procedures, environmental regulations and the 
establishment of a level playing field are recurring topics in discussions with port organisations. 
Furthermore, ports are the only facilities in the transport sector not yet covered by specific 
European legislation. 
 
The EU can stimulate high reliability and safety standards in European ports by providing 
adequate (financial) support to training and education programmes and by enforcing applicable 
safety legislation. The EU can further stimulate young people to pursue a career in ports, similar 
to its actions to attract youngsters to sea. High-level nautical training helps to have in future 
enough and quality pilots, harbour masters and other professionals in ports. 
 
A fundamental debate on sustainable port development is of vital importance in the context of 
European seaport policy. Ports have an important responsibility to achieve high environmental 
standards and should be encouraged to make further investments in this field. However, it has 
become quite clear in the meantime that problems are to a large extent also caused by the 
ambiguity of EU environmental legislation. Further investigation will be required to establish 
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whether spatial planning programmes can help create greater legal certainty and more 
opportunities for port development 
 
A European policy for seaports does not necessarily imply producing new legislation. "Soft law" 
in particular may be a valuable alternative to legislation on the one hand and a case-by-case 
approach on the other. A European seaport policy should generally refrain from unnecessary 
interventionism but focus on: a) applying Treaty rules where necessary, b) ensuring that ports can 
adequately fulfil their public role, c) stimulating market-oriented behaviour and d) promoting a 
positive public image of the sector. Existing EU legislation which hampers the sound and 
sustainable development of seaports should be revised where appropriate. 
 
− Contact: Ms Maria José Lopez Grancha  

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 87 13 – Email: mariajose.lopezgrancha@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Freight transport logistics – sustainable mobility 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr Barbadillo López (Employers – ES) 
 

− Reference: COM(2006) 336 final – CESE 611/2007 
 
− Key points: 

 
Transport is an integral element of the logistics supply chain. The Commission’s approach focuses 
on logistics in freight transport and covers all modes of transport. An efficient transport sector is 
essential in order for the EU to maintain and strengthen its competitiveness. Modern management 
of complex transport flows is necessary in order to achieve efficiency and cooperation between 
different modes. 
 
Logistics play a key role in guaranteeing sustainable mobility. Transport logistics requires 
competent and well-prepared workers and managers, who are trained in their profession and able 
to comply with health and safety regulations; basic and advanced training plans should therefore 
be drawn up in the field of logistics, with the active involvement of the social partners. 
 
Transport consumes a great deal of fossil fuel, and priority should therefore be given to reducing 
its dependence and cutting CO2 emissions; therefore, a specific transport R&D and innovation 
programme should be created, and given adequate funding, in order to promote the use of 
alternative energies. A policy that distinguishes – particularly in tax terms – between modes 
should also be implemented, which would boost the adoption and use of new environmentally-
friendly technologies. 
 
New technologies, particularly the European satellite navigation system, Galileo should be 
interoperable throughout the EU, and accessible by SMEs. R&D and innovation should be a 
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priority in the Seventh Framework Programme, as technological innovation could open up new 
avenues for the sector. 
 
The creation of quality benchmarks and one-stop shops will help to develop transport logistics in 
the EU, because measuring quality at EU level will bring a certain uniformity in the assessment of 
logistics performance, and the implementation of administrative procedures in a coordinated, 
uniform manner will simplify customs formalities. 
 
It is essential for the different transport modes to be involved in the drafting of the future action 
plan being drawn up by the Commission, in order for its objectives to be achieved. 

 
− Contact: Ms Maria José Lopez Grancha  

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 87 13 – Email: mariajose.lopezgrancha@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Short sea shipping (mid-term review) 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Chagas (Employees – PT) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 380 final – CESE 612/2007 
 
− Key points: 

 
The EESC has consistently supported measures aimed at developing short sea shipping on account 
of its potential for growth and job creation and as an alternative to other, less environment-
friendly modes of transport, thereby helping to reduce road congestion, accidents and noise and air 
pollution.  
 
In its opinion on the programme that was presented in 2003, the EESC emphasised the need to 
ensure the vital role of the focal points as a bridge to the industry, and to facilitate integration into 
an intermodal logistics system. The EESC calls for greater efforts on the part of the Member 
States and the social partners to develop the network of focal points. 
 
The Commission and the Member States must, as a matter of urgency, assume responsibility for 
creating conditions conducive to the development of different transport modes, not only by 
providing infrastructure to facilitate intermodality, but also by filling the gap left by the industry's 
inability to deal with the lack of real additional cooperation for not only economic, but also social 
and environmental sustainability. 
 
The EESC notes the progress achieved with the actions proposed in the 2003 programme for the 
promotion of short sea shipping, and calls for the rapid implementation of the other planned 
actions, especially the removal of identified obstacles. Developing the focal points and extending 
their scope to encompass the promotion of inland multimodality and related logistics could help to 
achieve the desired results.  



- 10 - 

Registry CESE 62/2007  EN-FR/MR/ET/mg .../... 

 
The EESC considers that the present communication should mention creating a Common EU 
Maritime Space, a step which could make a decisive contribution to giving short sea shipping a 
prominent role in intra-Community goods transport. It would be entirely logical for shipping 
between EU ports to be treated as domestic rather than international transport, with obvious 
benefits in terms of simpler customs procedures.  

 
− Contact: Mr Sven Dammann 

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 66 – Email: sven.dammann@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Road infrastructure safety management 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr Simons (Employers – NL) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 569 final – 2006/0182 COD – CESE 613/2007 
 
− Key points:  

 
The Committee welcomes the Commission's initiative to flesh out the third pillar of road safety 
policy: road infrastructure safety management. As an adjunct to driver-related action and measures 
to improve vehicle safety, the directive now on the table seeks to integrate safety into all phases of 
the planning, design and operation of road infrastructure in the Trans-European Network (TEN-
T). In road safety policy, all these factors are equally important. 
 
Although the Committee is aware that, in places where infrastructure is already well developed, 
road infrastructure measures will, generally speaking, have less of an impact than action on the 
driver or the vehicle, it is convinced that every available means must be used in this field too to 
improve road safety and bring down victim numbers. 
 
The Committee feels that the proposed measures for the third pillar of road safety policy should 
not be restricted to the TEN-T alone, but should be extended to include all roads in the Member 
States outside urban areas on which many accidents clearly occur. Given that the aim is to 
minimise the number of road traffic victims and that most gains on this front – 1 300 fewer 
fatalities instead of 600 – are to be made on non-TEN-T infrastructure, this is one aspect to which 
the Commission might be expected to give much more attention. The Committee feels that EC 
Treaty Article 71(1)(c) provides a sound basis for this. 
 
The Committee would therefore ask the Member States to agree to extend the scope of the 
proposed measures to all roads outside urban areas. 
 
The Committee feels that, to achieve its objective of halving the number of road fatalities by the 
year 2010 compared with the 2000 figures, the Commission must come up with a more binding 
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legal instrument than a directive, the provisions of which will have to be complied with by all 
government players and private stakeholders concerned. 

 
− Contact: Mr Sven Dammann  

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 66 – Email: sven.dammann@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
6. TERRITORIAL MANAGEMENT 

 

• European Metropolitan Areas 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr van Iersel (Employers – NL) 
 
− Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 600/2007 
 
− Key points:  

 
This opinion is the follow-up to the opinion on "Metropolitan Areas: socio-economic implications 
for Europe's future" (ECO/120)1. The two opinions form a consistent whole.  
 
Over the last fifty years, Europe has been changing and globalisation is accelerating the process, 
with substantial consequences for Europe's centres of gravity, i.e. its metropolitan areas. It is these 
areas that are best equipped to respond to these challenges and make the most of the opportunities 
they present. 
 
The EESC calls on the Commission to draw up a Green Paper on metropolitan areas 
complementing the Territorial Agenda and the Strategic Guidelines on Cohesion in order to 
encourage European debate on the basis of an objective analysis.  
 
The EESC is of the opinion that a better structured debate on and between Metropolitan areas in 
Europe should contribute to stimulate these regions to implement themselves successfully the 
Lisbon-Gothenburg agenda which also might be revealed in the National Reforms Programs. 
 
The EESC once again draws attention to the absence of comparable socio-economic and 
environmental data on metropolitan areas at EU level. It considers that since this should be 
addressed at EU and national levels, the economic, social and environmental performances of 
European metropolitan regions must be monitored annually in order to broaden our knowledge on 
each of their situations and enable the relevant metropolitan areas to take action. 
 

                                                      
1

  OJ 302, 07.12.04, p. 101. 
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The EESC is convinced of the need for a policy decision by the Commission tasking Eurostat with 
producing reliable and comparable data on all EU metropolitan areas annually and providing it 
with additional funds to carry out its new task. 

 
− Contact: Mr Alberto Allende 

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 79 – Email: alberto.allende@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• The Territorial Agenda 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr Pariza Castaños (Employees – ES) 
 
− Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 601/2007 
 
− Key points:  

 
On 7 November 2006, the Federal Ministry for Transport, Construction and Urban Development 
asked the European Economic and Social Committee, on behalf of the German Presidency, to 
draw up an exploratory opinion on the Territorial Agenda.  
 
The Territorial Agenda constitutes a strategic framework setting the priorities for the EU's 
territorial development. It contributes to economic growth and sustainable development by 
strengthening territorial cohesion, which can be defined as cohesion policy's ability to adapt to 
the specific needs and characteristics of geographical challenges and opportunities, in order to 
ensure that the EU's territory develops in a balanced and sustainable way. 
 
In all territory-related issues, the added value of a common European approach is crucial. The 
experience gained in recent decades and the need to take account of the territorial dimension of 
European integration mean that policies affecting the overall European territorial approach should 
gradually be "communitarised". 
 
The EESC considers that discussions on the Territorial Agenda within the Council should result in 
more precise policy decisions and to achieve this, greater involvement on the part of the European 
Commission is needed, because the Commission is better placed than anyone to ensure that the 
different approaches to territorial cohesion in the European Union are coherent and compatible 
with one another. 
 
The objective of territorial cohesion at EU level requires the Commission to have a specific and 
robust unit analysing, assessing and presenting policy proposals that confirm the added value of a 
European approach to territorial cohesion. 
 
The EESC, therefore, calls on the European Commission to propose that the Council of Ministers 
push ahead with the process of integrating the Territorial Agenda on the current legal bases. 
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− Contact: Mr Alberto Allende 
(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 79 – Email: alberto.allende@eesc.europa.eu) 

 
7. PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND ANIMALS 

 

• Thematic Strategy for soil protection 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr NILSSON (Various Interests – SE) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 232 final – 2006/0086 COD – CESE 603/2007 
 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC welcomes the EU-level thematic strategy for soil protection and endorses, in principle, 
the establishment of a framework directive. 
 
The EESC points out that: 
 
− the EU strategy must focus on areas where the problem is the most serious and where the 

threat to arable land is greatest, e.g. change of soil use, polluted industrial areas and sealing of 
ground surfaces; 

− the EU strategy must respect the subsidiarity principle; 
− the costs of soil degradation must be borne by those who are responsible for the damage in 

cases where this is proportionate, rather than primarily by the land user. If the reason for using 
a framework directive is to ensure common ground, the Member States must have similar 
levels of ambition, in order to avoid any distortion of competition; 

− good agricultural and forestry practices maintain and improve the soil.  
 
The EESC condemns the Commission's failure thus far to present its redrafted proposal for a new 
revised sludge directive and calls on the Commission to present it without delay, as it is one of the 
mainstays in soil protection for agricultural land and for ensuring that contamination by dangerous 
substances does not increase.  
 
The EESC points out that national sectoral policy must not lead to distortions of competition 
between the Member States. 
 
In the EESC's view, the establishment of an independent committee of experts from the private 
and public sector would facilitate implementation of the soil strategy. 

 
− Contact: Ms Eleonora di Nicolantonio 

(Tel: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – Email: eleonora.diNicolantonio@eesc.europa.eu) 
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• Sustainable fisheries 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr Sarró Iparraguirre (Various Interests – ES) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 360 final – CESE 605/2007 
 
− Contact: Mr Arturo Iñiguez Yuste  

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 87 68 – Email: arturo.iniguez@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Cat and dog fur 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr Retureau (Employees – FR) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 684 final – 2006/0236 COD – CESE 606/2007 
 
− Contact: Ms Eleonora di Nicolantonio 

(Tel: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – Email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Exports and safe storage of metallic mercury 
 

− Rapporteur: Mr OSBORN (Various Interests –UK) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 636 final – 2006/0206 COD – CESE 607/2007 
 
− Contact: Ms Filipa Pimentel  

(Tel.: 00 32 546 84 44 – Email: filipa.pimentel@eesc.europa.eu)  
 

8. FOOD SAFETY 
 

• Food additives, food enzymes and food flavourings – a common 
authorisation procedure 

 
− Rapporteur: Mr PEZZINI (Employers – IT) 
 
− Reference: COM(2006) 423-425-427-428 final – 2006/0143/0144/0147/0145 COD – 

CESE 604/2007 
 
− Contact: Ms Eleonora di Nicolantonio 

(Tel.: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – Email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

________________________ 


