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The plenary assembly was attended by Mr José Manuel BARROSO, President of the European 
Commission, who spoke on the Lisbon strategy and preparations for the spring Council.  
 

1. EUROPEAN MARKET: CONSOLIDATION AND REVITALISATION 
 

• Report on Competition Policy 2004 
– Rapporteur: Mr Malosse (Employers - FR) 
 
– References: SEC(2005) 805 final – CESE 401/2006 
 
– Key points: 

 
Following the reform of mechanisms for controlling cartels and abuses of dominant positions, the 
European Commission carried out a reform of state aid arrangements by means of an action plan. The 
presentation of the 2004 report gives the EESC the opportunity to conduct an overall assessment of 
the aims and methods of Community competition policy, in particular against the following 
background: 

 
− the globalisation of trade; 
− EU enlargement, with the greater disparities between levels of development that this entails; 
− the way in which the European Union is falling further and further behind its main economic 

competitors in terms of growth and employment; 
− the general public's legitimate concern for better governance, greater legitimacy for the policies 

that are implemented and greater involvement in decision-making. 
 
− Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – email: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
 

• JEREMIE (Joint Resources for Micro to Medium Enterprises) 

− Rapporteur: Mr Pezzini (Employers – IT) 
 

− References: exploratory opinion – CESE 408/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
JEREMIE is being put forward as a "smart" tool for coordinating and rationalising existing 
opportunities by facilitating access to credit for micro-enterprises and SMEs. 
 
The Committee’s position on this initiative may be summarised as follows: 
 
• it is necessary to support non-grant instruments such as loans, secured debt financing for 

subordinate debt, convertible instruments (mezzanine debt) and risk capital (e.g. seed capital and 
venture capital); 
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• grants should be used to build and maintain infrastructures that facilitate access to finance (e.g. 

technology transfer offices, incubators, "business angels" networks, investment readiness 
programmes); 
 

• guarantee and mutual guarantee mechanisms should also be supported, in particular to facilitate 
access to micro-credit by SMEs. The EIB and EIF could provide valuable input in this regard; 
 

• there must also be outreach to specific groups such as young or female entrepreneurs, or those 
from disadvantaged groups, including ethnic minorities; 
 

• it is particularly important to work closely with the EIF in view of the expertise it has developed 
over a number of years, in order to give SMEs the required support, while developing the 
European risk capital market at the same time; 
 

• the use of debt securitisation  should be supported and expanded in order to boost the lending 
capacity of credit consortia. 
 

− Contact: Roberto Pietrasanta 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 13 - email: roberto.pietrasanta@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Financing of European standardisation 

− Rapporteur: Mr Pezzini (Employers - IT) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 377 final – 2005/0157 (COD) – CESE 402/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC welcomes the Commission's proposal to establish an explicit, clear and transparent legal 
framework for the financing of European standardisation. 
 
European standardisation must be considered as one of the European Union's key policies to help 
implement the Lisbon Agenda. 
 
The EESC stresses that European standardisation is vital for the operation and consolidation of the 
internal market. 
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The EESC believes that, for the five-year period in question, the proposed figure is insufficient to 
cover the entire European standardisation system and that it should be increased beyond the current 
2% threshold, thereby enabling it to meet the needs of both the enlarged EU-25 and the EU candidate 
countries. 
 
− Contact: Ms Magdalena Bêlarová-Carabin 
 (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 83 03 – email : magdalena.belarova-carabin@esc.eu.int) 
 

2. FINANCIAL GOVERNANCE 
 

• Implementing rules – Financial Regulation 
− Rapporteur: Mr Burani (Employers – IT)  
 
− Reference: SEC(2005) 1240 final – CESE 409/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC congratulates the Commission on its complex, meticulous work on simplifying 
administrative procedures. 
 
Many of the "technical" amendments are "political" in nature and scope: they are signs of welcome 
progress in public governance. 
 
The EESC stresses the need for caution: the desire to benefit the social partners must take into 
account the fact that there must be a limit to flexibility for treasury administrators – i.e. potential 
losses must be set against actual savings in that difficult but necessary exercise known as risk 
assessment. 
 
− Contact: Roberto Pietrasanta 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 13 - email: roberto.pietrasanta@esc.eu.int) 

 

• Green paper/investment funds 

− Rapporteur : Mr Grasso (Various Interests – IT) 
 
− Reference: COM(2005) 314 final – CESE 403/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
The Green Paper evaluates the impact of European legislation which was put in place to support the 
development of the most common type of investment funds in the European market place – UCITS 
(Undertakings for Collective Investment in Transferable Securities). 
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The Committee's opinion responds to the Green Paper by making a number of concrete proposals. 
 
− Contact: Ms Magdalena Bêlarová-Carabin 
 (Tel : 00 32 2 546 83 03 – email : magdalena.belarova-carabin@esc.eu.int) 
 

3. INFORMATION SOCIETY: FORCE FOR GROWTH AND JOBS 
 

• i2010 – A European Information Society for growth and jobs 

− Rapporteur: Mr Lagerholm (Employers – SE) 
 
− Reference: COM(2005) 229 final – CESE 415/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC fully agrees with the three priorities set out in the Commission's proposal. Since 
information and communication technology (ICT) is such an important part of the Lisbon process, the 
EESC wishes to emphasise the need to intensify efforts to both support and pressurise the Member 
States. Without dedicating considerable financial resources, especially to R&D in ICT, the goals set 
out in the Communication cannot be achieved. R&D and innovation policies are crucial both for the 
ICT industry and for ICT users. 
 
The Communication rightly addresses convergence and interoperability. R&D and standardisation 
work in this field are, in the EESC's view, potentially very productive. The standardisation work 
should remain market-led, involve all relevant stakeholders and focus on users’ needs.  
 
The EESC emphasises that the bridging of the "digital divide" is a prerequisite for ICT to make good 
on its inherent social and economic potential. This also means that policy making should take into 
consideration the special needs of socially disadvantaged people, thereby ensuring an inclusive, equal 
Information Society. 
 
The EESC would also like to stress the importance of enhancing awareness with regard to security 
matters, since confidence in ICT is a prerequisite for its frequent use and of particular relevance to the 
exploitation of the full potential of the Internet. 
 
− Contact: Anna Wagner 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 06 – e-mail: anna.wagner@esc.eu.int) 
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• eAccessibility 
− Rapporteur: Mr Cabra De Luna (Various Interests – ES) 

 
− References: COM(2005) 425 final – CESE 404/2006 

 
− Contact: Raffaele Del Fiore 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 94 – e-mail: raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int) 

 

4. CULTURE AS A FACTOR FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
• Tourism and culture: two forces for growth 

− Rapporteur: Mr Pesci (Employers - IT) 
 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 400/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
The main aim of this opinion is to provide the European institutions with additional arguments for 
promoting European cultural tourism, which, among others, raises the following issues: 
 
− more effective information and integrated advertising campaigns publicising Europe and 

European destinations are needed; 
 
− the European Union could use competitions and reward schemes in its programmes in order to 

promote best practices in the management of cultural tourism services; 
 
− fostering intercultural dialogue, both within the EU and between the EU and other areas of the 

world, must be a priority in cultural tourism programmes too; 
 
− the EESC would advocate the creation, as soon as possible and with due regard for the 

subsidiarity principle, of a European tourism agency. 
 

− Contact: Ms Aleksandra Klenke 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 99 – e-mail: aleksandra.klenke@esc.eu.int) 
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• The social dimension of culture 
− Rapporteur: Mr Le Scornet (Various Interests – FR) 
 
− Reference: Additional opinion – CESE 406/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
The objective of the addit ional opinion is to propose various operational follow-ups and tools for the 
opinion on the social dimension of culture adopted by the EESC on 31 March 2004. 
 
It endeavours to define the concept of a social dimension of culture, with reference to three key 
words. These key words – familiar to the Committee which studies them in depth on an ongoing basis 
– are "knowledge-based economy", "economic globalisation" and "civil society". 
 
It does not pursue the ideas put forward in the first opinion concerning the setting up of new structures 
such as observatories, laboratories and task forces. 
 
However, it does call on the Commission to specify the qualitative and quantitative indicators 
justifying its assertion that the current range of Community tools suffice to measure: 
 
• changes in cultural and artistic employment within the EU, the qualitative and quantitative effects 

of those charges on employment in general, growth and social cohesion, as well as recognition 
and participation for everyone, including in particular those social groups and categories that 
appear to be most deprived; 

 
• the extent to which intercultural dialogue has developed, not just in mechanical terms (number of 

exchanges, initiatives of all kinds), but also in a more substantive way, given the Committee's 
concern about the rise of the phenomena of exclusion, racism, decoupling of individual and 
general interests, and fragmentation rather than convergence. 

 
The opinion suggests that the Commission should present a very detailed report on this phenomenon 
and this objective, not least since 2008 has been designated the year of intercultural dialogue. The 
EESC is willing to play a very active role in the drafting of such a report. 
 
The opinion therefore proposes launching a new cultural debate on culture, particularly since the 
current debate still appears to be excessively fixated on issues of patrimony and on conserving 
heritage rather than on creativity, ongoing processes, and new departures of the imagination; nor does 
the debate yet reflect the cultural ferment characteristic of social, economic and environmental 
developments. 
 
The opinion expresses the hope that the work of the Dublin Foundation will be brought more 
forcefully to bear in these areas. It proposes that, whenever the EESC deals with subjects where there 
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is an implied need for "cultural revolutions", "changes of mindset" or "shifting away from inherited 
paradigms", there should be at least one paragraph devoted to specific analysis of these ideas. 
 
The opinion emphasises the extent to which the method of good or best practice could, if not used in a 
merely rhetorical way - as is often the case - be a major tool for dialogue, exchange and transfer of 
knowledge and culture. 
 
− Contact: Stefania Barbesta 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 10 - e-mail: stefania.barbesta@esc.eu.int) 

 
5. CIVIL SOCIETY: SUPPORT FOR CHINA 
 

• The role of the civil society in EU-China relations 

− Rapporteur: Mr Sharma (Various Interests – UK) 
 

− Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 413/2006 
 
− Key points :  
 
On 7 February 2005 the UK’s Presidency of the European Union has requested to the EESC its views 
on the role of civil society in EU-Chine relations. Commissioner Mandelson has also highlighted the 
need to build relations with China based on human rights and the notion of a more developed plural 
civil society. 
 
The EU needs to enhance its understanding of the complexity of civil society development in China. It 
is therefore recommended that the EU adopts a multi-pronged approach, working simultaneously with 
different types of NGOs. It should also expand its contact with civil society organisations at regional 
and local levels. 
 
With regard to the rule of law in China, it is therefore recommended that the EU lay more emphasis 
on the need to respect existing laws. The EU should continue to seek to stress to the Chinese 
government that stability and a vibrant civil society are not incompatible, as long as the rule of law is 
respected. 
 
The EESC welcomes the programmes of support for the development of civil society in China 
provided and proposed by the Commission, and recommends that the EU should consider increasing 
its financial support to civil society organisations in China. Equally important is continued EU support 
of capacity-building programmes for Chinese NGOs. 
 
The EU can show the Chinese government and NGOs how civil society organisations in Europe 
perform advocacy functions, monitor government performance and provide input into public policy so 
that China can take some positive lessons from the European experience. The EESC recommended 
that contacts and cooperation with civil society in Hong Kong should be maintained. 
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It is recommended that the EESC should, in close cooperation with UNICE and the ETUC, monitor 
and encourage the Commission to follow up, as appropriate, violations of fundamental rights with the 
European Parliament and with the CESC. It is recommended that the EESC explores the role 
corporate social responsibility and international Codes of Conduct for Multinational Enterprises (in 
particular the OECD Guidelines) can play in the contribution of foreign companies to the 
development of a system of industrial relations in China. 
 
− Contact: Mr Gatis Eglitis 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 81 69 – e-mail : gatis.eglitis@esc.eu.int) 
 

6. SOCIETY: CONCERN FOR VULNERABLE GROUPS 
 

• Domestic violence against women 
− Rapporteur : Ms Heinisch (Various Interests – DE) 
 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 416/2006 
 
− Key points : 
 
The EESC felt that the issue of domestic violence against women should be looked at in greater depth 
and decided to draw up an own-initiative opinion. 
 
The safety and equal treatment of women, which are inherent fundamental human rights, must be 
basic conditions and minimum requirements for all countries that are, or wish to become, EU 
members. The EESC believes there is urgent need for a pan-European strategy, based on existing 
treaty provisions. Reliable and comparable statistics on domestic violence should be compiled in all 
the Member States, accession countries and candidate countries and each Member State should draw 
up a national action plan for combating domestic violence against women in the light of the pan-
European strategy; this plan should envisage specific measures for the practical implementation of the 
strategy with particular emphasis on the following: 
 
• national legal provisions; 
• statistical assessment of domestic violence; 
• measures to help and support actual and potential victims of domestic violence; 
• victims of domestic violence from specific population groups; 
• preventive and punitive measures aimed at the perpetrators; 
• financial and organisational support for NGOs in preventing domestic violence against women, 

organising information campaigns and training courses, providing help and support  for victims, 
and dealing with perpetrators; 

• appropriate training of professionals whose task is to identify domestic violence and provide 
adequate help to victims; 
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• appointment of national rapporteurs to collect, exchange and process information and statistics on 
domestic violence against women; 

• information campaigns. 
 
The EESC believes it is absolutely essential to find new solutions for combating domestic violence 
against women, and to provide for sharing of information between countries and at European level on 
projects and measures relating to good practice. 
 
− Contact: Mr Torben Bach Nielsen 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 19 – e-mail : torben.bachnielsen@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Juvenile justice system 
− Rapporteur: Mr Zufiaur Narvaiza (Employees – ES) 
 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 414/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC believes that the following steps should be taken to frame a Community policy on 
juvenile delinquency and the juvenile justice system: 
 
Firstly, it is essential to have up-to-date, comparable statistical data on the state of juvenile 
delinquency in the EU-25, to provide a reliable picture of the problem, its real dimensions and how to 
tackle it, taking into account - amongst other variables – possible differences between young male and 
female offenders. 
 
From the quality point of view, the Committee is convinced that there should be a series of minimum 
standards or guidelines between the Member States covering all aspects from the way the police and 
courts deal with young people in conflict with the criminal law right through to re-education and 
resocialisation.  
 
The first step in preparing these minimum standards would be to gain the most detailed knowledge 
possible of the different situations and experiences in each of the Member States. There could be 
different ways of doing this, but one might be to gather information through surveys sent to all the 
Member States, and supplemented later by meetings of groups of experts and professionals in the field 
to exchange experiences and best practices. These meetings could be put on a stable footing, setting 
up an expert network, with membership and functions tailored to the specific objective in view. It 
would also be helpful for the Commission to publish a green paper on the subject, in order to target 
reflection and debate more accurately, and to reach as many institutions, organisations and individuals 
as possible. 
 
In conjunction with the above measures, or at least as the next step in furthering mutual knowledge 
and convergence between juvenile justice models in the Member States, a European observatory  on 
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juvenile delinquency should be created. This would facilitate not only the study of the issue, but 
would also help to disseminate the results and provide advice and support for the appropriate 
authorities and institutions in their decision-making.  
 
Given that the various issues which touch upon juvenile delinquency and the juvenile justice system 
are dealt with individually by various European Union policies (freedom, justice and security; youth; 
education and training; employment and social affairs), there is a need for operational coordination 
between all the services and agencies involved so that juvenile delinquency can be addressed on an 
interdisciplinary and multi-institutional basis best suited to it, as indicated several times in the present 
opinion. 
 
Similarly, given that the issue has an obvious social and civic dimension, care should be taken not to 
overlook all directly relevant civil society organisations and professionals in the process ("third 
sector" bodies, associations, families, NGOs, etc.), since they can contribute to shaping and 
subsequently implementing whatever programmes and strategies are introduced within the EU. 
 
With regard to the social integration and re-integration of minors and young offenders, any future 
Community policies will also have to take account of the role of trade union and employers' 
organisations and their specific channels for dialogue when mapping out paths towards the socio-
occupational integration and re-integration of socially -excluded minors. All the relevant players must 
therefore be committed, since socio-occupational integration is one of the vital means of re-
integrating these minors into society. 
 
− Contact Stefania Barbesta 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 10 - e-mail: stefania.barbesta@esc.eu.int) 
 

7. ENVIRONMENT: COMBATING POLLUTION AND 
EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
• Regrowing raw materials 

− Rapporteur : Mr Voss(Various Interests – DE) 
 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 410/2006 
 
− Key points: 
 
Regrowing raw materials are defined as materials produced by agriculture, forestry and fishing that 
are also put to use in the non-food or non-feed sectors. This area thus embraces all substances created 
by photosynthesis and subsequent biological processes, i.e. stored solar energy. Biomass can be used 
as a material or as energy.  
 
Production of regrowing raw materials is one of the main agricultural activities in addition to 
production of food and feedstuffs. With traditional knowledge supported by new technologies and 



- 11 - 

Registry CESE 52/2006  FR-EN-IT/HA/hn/vh .../... 

creative science, a wide range of new applications are available today in the spheres of energy, 
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, the construction industry and transport. 
 
The EESC points out that, at the present time, it is not the volume of supply of regrowing raw 
materials which are or could already be produced which is the limiting factor in the development of 
this sector. It is rather the level of processing technologies in respect of the products which could be 
marketed which is lagging behind. It is therefore problematic that the 6th Research Framework 
Programme largely neglected research and development in the sphere of technologies for regrowing 
raw materials. The EESC calls for radical improvements, particularly funding for the development of 
regrowing raw materials, in the upcoming 7th Research Framework Programme. The EESC 
particularly asks for more funding for the production of materials from regrowing raw materials, in 
order to get a broader focus than only on energy from biomass This will require a considerable 
increase in funding. 
 
The EESC explicitly supports EU target-setting for the share of renewable raw materials sources. It 
recommends 4 x 25 for 2020, or 25% of electricity, heating, fuels and new materials, such as 
compound materials, natural fibre reinforced plastics, or other petrochemical products. 
 
The EESC stresses the crucial importance of developing and implementing effective market launch 
measures for all applications (electricity, heating, fuels, and materials production). The energy-saving 
laws of certain Member States could serve as models of success here.  It is important for measures to 
have the necessary flexibility to provide security for investors and incentives to employ new 
technologies, whilst taking account of differing background situations with regard to, for example, 
technology and economies of scale. 
 
− Contact : Ms Annika Korzinek 
 (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 80 65 – e-mail : annika.korzinek@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Wood as an energy source in the enlarging Europe 

− Rapporteur: Mr Kallio (Various Interests – FI) 
 

− Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 411/2006 
 

− Key points: 
 
Forestry resources in Europe (stem volume in cubic meters without residuals) increased by 
approximately 30% when the 10 new Member States joined the EU in 2004. Almost 30% of growth is 
still unexploited, and EU forest stock is therefore still growing, as it has been for the past 50 years. 
Part of this unused timber (170 million m3) is low-grade timber, which can only be used for energy 
production.  
 
Each year 173 million m3 of logging residue and other wood from felling suitable for energy 
production are left in forests. Taking into account technical, economic and ecological constraints, an 
estimated 70 million m3 of this amount, in the form of felling residue and stumps, could be used. 
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Furthermore, by-products of the forestry industry (black liquor, bark, sawdust, etc.) and recovered 
wood offer the greatest potential and are already exploited effectively in many countries, particularly 
in the context of an integrated forest industry. Use of by-products and recovered wood for energy 
purposes could amount to 30-50% of roundwood use. 
 
Therefore, the EESC considers that use of wood as a fuel is largely a question of harnessing unused 
renewable energy potential in Europe while at the same time cutting emissions of the greenhouse gas 
carbon dioxide. It is also important to bear in mind the role of forests in safeguarding the public 
interest (protection function and biodiversity). Increased use of woodfuels also makes unexploited raw 
material available for industrial processing. Using wood energy helps to combat climate change, 
improve the EU's low level of energy self-sufficiency and enhance security of supply, all of which are 
objectives of EU energy policy. 
 
The EESC considers that the increased use of woodfuel requires a long-term strategy based on the 
removal of regulations that prevent and restrict its wider use. A level playing-field must be created for 
the use of wood energy by removing tax and aid arrangements that favour fossil fuels. A European 
specification and classification for quality of solid wood fuels. It is also important that sustainable use 
of timber  increases in every country and that the fuel market be opened up to the industry's by-
products, timber obtained from the forest for energy production and processed woodfuels. 
 
The EESC notes that there is a lack of awareness of the potential and use of woodfuel resources in the 
European Union. Stocktaking of wood energy resources must be improved in all present and future 
Member States as this information constitutes the basis for sustainable development. In this a 
differentiated approach is needed. Thus in the large central European deciduous forest areas an 
adequate wood potential should be left standing to ensure the variety of forest species. 
 
The EESC considers that increased use of wood as fuel is important, in some areas, in the control of 
forest fires. More intensive use – especially for energy production – probably could help to reduce the 
risk and occurrence of forest fires. 
 
− Contact : Ms Filipa Pimentel   
 (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 84 44 – e-mail : filipa.pimentel@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Allocation of hydrochlorofluorocarbons quotas 

− Rapporteur : Ms Cassina (Employees – IT) 
 

− Reference: COM(2004) 550 final – CESE 405/2006 
 
− Contact: Ms Maarit Laurila  
 (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 97 39 – e-mail: maarit.laurila@esc.eu.int) 

____________ 


