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The plenary session was attended by Mr Martin Bartenstein, Austrian Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Labour, on behalf of the Presidency-in-Office of the Council, who spoke about the priorities 
of the Austrian Presidency.  
 
 

1. CITIZENS' RIGHTS 
 

• Fundamental Rights and Justice 
 
− Rapporteur: Ms King (Employers – UK) 

 
− References: COM(2005) 122 final – 2005/0037 (COD) – 2005/038 (CNS) – 2005/0040 (COD) –   

CESE 32/2006 
 
− Key points: 

 
The EESC believes that the imbalance between the three dimensions of freedom, security and justice is 
reflected in the financial perspectives as Security accounts for most of the budget. 
 
The EESC is not convinced that the Commission's proposal has been sufficiently designed to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity as set out in Article 5 of the EC Treaty as there does not appear to be sufficient 
recognition of the areas that are best addressed at the national, regional and/or local level, in cooperation 
with the relevant social partners. 
 
The Commission refers to more concerted action against racism, xenophobia and anti-semitism and 
suggests greater support to interfaith and multicultural forms of dialogue to fight them. The EESC 
recommends that islamophobia be added to reinforce the need to address this particular form of racism 
where culture intersects with religion. 
 
Finally, there is a risk that violence against children, women and young persons and trafficking for 
sexual exploitation will be downgraded as this is combined with the fight against drug use and trafficking, 
especially as the allocation of the budget between the programmes has not yet been ratified. The EESC 
recommends that a separate objective and budget line be developed for combating violence 
 
 Contact: Mrs Susanne Johansson 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 84 77 – e-mail: susanne.johansson@esc.eu.int) 

 
2. PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

• Sustainable Development – climate change 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Kallio (Various interests – FI) 
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− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 33/2006 

 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC believes that the EU must significantly step up efforts to combat climate change and begin 
drawing up adaptation strategies in a consistent way for various policy areas. The EU can contribute to 
the preparation of sectoral adaptation strategies by bringing the benefit of good coordination and the 
support of international agreements, which would also help to intensify efforts to this end at global level.  
  
Rural industries, agriculture, forestry and fisheries have made only small contributions to greenhouse gas 
emissions, as a result of which these sectors have been overlooked in EU climate change policy. The 
Committee therefore believes that it is important that the EU also prepare the ground for adaptation 
measures in these sectors.  
The Committee considers that: 
 
− it is important to study the knock-on effects of climate change on rural industries.  
− the uncertainties of climate change must be specifically taken into consideration when planning 

future EU policy on agricultural support and production, trade policy and energy policy. 
− fisheries policy will have to assess the adjustments the sector needs to make to adapt to changes in 

water resources and fisheries conditions. 
− the role of forests in containing climate change should be taken seriously; it is important to increase 

afforestation both within the EU and globally.  
 
The Committee feels it is essential that the Union substantially increase research resources for analysing 
climate change and adaptation policies and for the implementation of security programmes. This applies 
particularly to industries based on natural resources.  
 
The Committee suggests that the Commission propose the launch of a wide-ranging information and 
education campaign within the EU and at international level, with a view also to raising awareness 
among civil society players and political decision-makers. The Committee believes that this could help to 
speed up the preparation and introduction of adaptation strategies.  
 
− Contact Ms Yvette Azzopardi  
 Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 18 – e-mail: yvette.azzopardi@esc.eu.int ) 
 

3. PUBLIC HEALTH – THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY 
 

• European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (Recast) 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Olsson (Various Interests – SE) 

 
− References: COM(2005) 399 final – 2005/0166 COD – CESE 44/2006 
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− Key points: 
 
The EESC underlines that civil society organisations that deal with drug issues should be involved in the 
work of the EMCDDA. 
 
The EESC welcomes the changed legal basis for the proposal. Proper consultation with the European 
Parliament is natural here, not least in order to guarantee public transparency in the EMCDDA. Under 
the new proposal the Parliament is given an enhanced role, including the right to designate two 
independent experts with specialist knowledge in the field of drugs as members of the Centre's 
management board. The Committee strongly recommends that the two independent experts should be 
from NGOs with expertise in the field of drugs. 
 
The European Information Network consists of national focal points which form an interface between 
the participating countries and the Centre. The Committee recommends that the Centre's guidelines and 
agreements with Member States should require the focal points to work together with national 
organisations, including NGOs, which are active in the drugs field. 
 
− Contact: Ms Susanne Johansson 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 84 77 – e-mail: susanne.johansson@esc.eu.int) 
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4. INFORMATION SOCIETY 
 

• Retention of electronic data 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Hernández Bataller (Various interests – ES) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 438 final – CESE 35/2006 
 
− Key points: 

 
The Committee is very surprised and concerned by the submission of such a legislative proposal: its 
provisions are disproportionate and infringe fundamental rights. 
 
The Committee considers that: 

 
− The proposal's approach to fundamental rights, particularly the right to privacy, is inappropriate and 

could clash on certain aspects. 
 
− It runs the risk of undermining the confidence of users of electronic communications and 

discouraging them from using new technologies. It could also hinder the future development of the 
information society in the long term and thus jeopardise the Lisbon Strategy. 

 
− The Commission should substantially revise this proposal. As a whole it does not, in the 

Committee's opinion, comply with either fundamental rights or the rules of access, use and 
exchange of data. 

 
− Contact: Mr Raffaele Del Fiore  
 (Tel: 00 32 2 546 97 94 – e-mail: raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int) 
 



- 5 - 

Registry CESE 3/2006  EN-FR/SS/ET/hn  

5. TAX HARMONISATION  
 

• Excise duty on alcohol 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Wilkinson (Employers – UK) 
 
− References: COM (2004) 223 final – CESE 34/2006 
 
− Key points:  
 
The current system regularly raises problems over the place of certain products in the currently agreed 
structures.  
 
There is no conclusive evidence that high rates of excise duty reduce the problems of abuse over the 
longer term. Consequently, other measures, based essentially on education and prevention, must be 
employed in order to tackle these problems and improve public health. 
 
It is recommended that the Commission considers dividing alcoholic beverages into two basic categories, 
with the implementation of a standard basis for all alcoholic beverages included in these two categories, 
where all alcoholic drinks are taxed according to their type, taking into account their means of 
production, effects on health and alcohol content. A separate approach should however be adopted for 
wine and other fermented drinks (beer, cider and perry). 

 
− Contact: Ms Imola Bedo 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 62 – e-mail: imola.bedo@esc.eu.int) 
 

_____________ 
 


