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The plenary session was attended by Ms Neelie Kroes, member of the European Commission, who 
spoke about the reform of state aids from the point of view of the Lisbon strategy: the case for 
innovation. 
 

1. DEMOCRACY, DIALOGUE, DEBATE: PLAN D FOR EUROPE 
 

• Reflection and beyond: Plan D for Democracy, Dialogue and Debate 
 
– Rapporteur : Ms Jillian van Turnhout (Various Interests– IE) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 494 final – CESE 1390/2005 fin – CESE 1499/2005 

 
– Key points: 

 
The Committee deliberately chose to give a succinct and purely operational response to the 
communication from the European Commission. This response includes a small number of specific 
measures by which the Committee believes that it will be able, alone and in cooperation with the other 
institutions, to make a significant contribution to the wide-ranging debate that will take place during 
the period of reflection and beyond. The two key messages are: firstly, early implementation of the 
provisions of the constitutional treaty on the democratic life of the Union by making participatory 
democracy, by means of the two complementary pillars of civil dialogue and stronger European social 
dialogue, a more tangible reality from now on; and secondly, ensuring that organised civil society and 
its representatives can make their voices heard during this wide-ranging debate. 
 
− Contact: Mr Martin Westlake 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 26 – e-mail: martin.westlake@esc.eu.int) 
 

2. KNOWLEDGE, INNOVATION, COMPETITIVENESS, 
EMPLOYMENT: THE LISBON STRATEGY AND STATE AIDS 

 

• The road to the European knowledge-based society – the contribution of 
organised civil society to the Lisbon strategy 

 
− Rapporteur: Mr Olsson (Various Interests – SE) 
− Co-rapporteurs : Ms Belabed (Employees – AT) 
  Mr van Iersel (Employers – NL) 
 
− References: Exploratory opinion – CESE 1500/2005 
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− Key points: 
 

Member States, the European Commission, European and national parliaments, businesses and 
financial institutions as well as civil society must commit themselves to a Common European Area of 
Knowledge aimed at all citizens, organisations and companies and based on clearly defined targets, 
benchmarks, timetables as well as clear responsibilities.   
 
The interaction between the Common European Area of Knowledge and the Internal Market will 
release new potential for growth. Therefore, obstacles to the Internal Market that hamper the 
transition to the knowledge economy must be removed as quickly as possible. 
 
Free circulation of labour, researchers and students must be stimulated, accompanied by decent wages 
and working conditions.  
 
The EU, Member States and regions must redirect their public spending to growth-enhancing 
investments. Member States in cooperation with private stakeholders, should commit themselves to 
realising a "National Programme for Boosting Knowledge" backed by EU funding. 
 
The EESC urges that the European Commission proposals concerning the 2007-13 Financial 
Perspectives for funding research, innovation and learning be upheld.   
 
The EESC urges business, financial institutions and private foundations to increase their investments 
in the knowledge economy and that they be supported in doing so by fiscal incentives. 
 
The European Commission should have more power to give policy directions and monitor progress.  
 
The EESC suggests the launch of a permanent and structured debate to motivate the decision-makers 
at all levels and to further the dialogue with citizens. 
 
National parliaments as well as national economic and social committees have a crucial role and must 
participate in the debate. Local and regional actors should be involved.   
 
Private stakeholders should act and take responsibility through tangible contributions and actions. 
Social and civil dialogue are important tools to further life long learning, innovation and technology 
policies.   
 
A sound macroeconomic policy focusing on growth and employment, should create the conditions for 
creating the knowledge society and should give priority to demand pull policies for new technologies.   
 
The EESC reiterates its call for a Charter of Life Long Learning to be implemented at all levels. It 
should be supported by public and private investments as well as by the structural funds. Employment 
policies and new forms of social protection need to create favourable conditions to enable workers to 
fully participate in lifelong learning.  
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Industrial regions, technology parks and other innovative environments should be promoted. 
 
− Contact: Mr Gilbert Marchlewitz 

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 58 - e-mail: gilbert.marchlewitz@esc.eu.int ) 
 

• Technology parks and industrial change 
 
− Rapporteur : Mr Tóth (Various Interests – HU) 
− Co-rapporteur: Mr Kubícek (cat. II – CZ) 
 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1494/2005 

 
− Key points: 
 
This own-initiative opinion seeks to discuss the potential contribution which parks can offer and how 
they stand in relation to each other, from the perceptive of the tasks facing the EU, given that they 
promote activities which are conducive to economic and social cohesion in the post-accession context, 
and thus merit particularly close attention in connection with industrial change. 
 
Industrial parks, technology parks, science parks and other organisations referred to by similar terms 
function as innovation poles and thus contribute to achieving the priority objectives which have been 
set for the current phase of the Lisbon process and for the 2005-2008 BEPGs. The aim of the 
European Economic and Social Committee in drawing up this own-initiative opinion is to promote the 
development of such organisations in the fifteen "old" EU Member States and the ten "new" ones and 
to encourage co-operation between them. In addition, it aims to enhance the accessibility of aid from 
the European Commission and other EU institutions to industrial, technology, science and other 
similar parks in all Member States. 
 
Industrial parks have a key role to play in promoting innovation. For this reason, it is not enough for 
industrial parks to form networks on the basis of purely industrial or agricultural considerations; it is 
becoming increasingly important to mobilise the intellectual resources of universities, if economic 
objectives are to be achieved. 
 
Innovation centres and transfer agencies act as a bridge between science and society by providing 
services (on either a commercial or non-profit basis) to enterprises in a given region or country. They 
act as mediators by encouraging and helping companies to make use of research results.  
 
Many science and research parks have underpinned prosperity and diverse scientific opportunities in 
the areas where they are set up. 
 
In the EESC's view, the European Union should play an active role in promoting the establishment 
and development of industrial and technological parks as innovation poles in EU Member States and 
regions, thus enabling full integration of new and old Member States in the enlarged single market, 
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which is one of the key elements of the new partnership for growth and development envisaged by the 
re-launched Lisbon strategy.  
 
In the EESC's view, policies to promote networks of industrial and technology parks must be 
developed at three levels, i.e. European, national and regional/local.  
 
The EESC advocates cooperation in the Member States with job centres and with all institutional 
players at EU level with an interest in job creation to ensure that parks remain in a position to generate 
new jobs, taking advantage of the opportunities offered by networking. 
 
The EESC would emphasise that it is vital to develop industrial parks and industrial districts as 
innovation poles and European platforms (European Platform for Innovation Poles), enabling a joint 
strategic vision and capacity-building activities and cultural development of the trade unions together 
with professional associations, in cooperation with the relevant players of organised civil society. 
 
− Contact : Mr Pol Liemans 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 15 – e-mail: pol.liemans@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Restructuring and employment 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Zöhrer (Employees – AT) 
− Co-rapporteur: Mr Soury-Lavergne (cat. I – FR) 

 
− Reference: COM(2005) 120 final – CESE 1495/2005 

 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC welcomes the comprehensive, inter-sectoral approach selected by the Commission. 
Industrial change and the ability of those affected to prepare themselves for it are a key factor in 
helping to maintain competitiveness. Success in this field does, however, depend upon tackling the 
social consequences of industrial change.  
 
The EESC in essence agrees with the Commission's analysis of the phenomenon, but would welcome 
it being taken into greater depth. In particular, it shares the Commission's conviction that restructuring 
must not be synonymous with social decline and a loss of economic substance, but should, on the 
contrary, be part of the wider growth and employment strategy. 
  
As regards the reform of the financial instruments, the EESC agrees that they should be directed more 
towards the anticipation and management of restructuring. 

 
In the Committee's view, the aim in industrial policy should now be, above all, to step up the sectoral 
approach, which makes it possible to identify tailor-made approaches for the individual sectors. The 
improvement of legislation applying to enterprises is a key point which requires more specific 
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consideration and clarification. At the same time, technology initiatives, especially the technology 
platforms, are one of the most important means of improving the situation. Care must also be taken to 
establish an environment that is innovation-friendly. 
 
Turning to competition policy, the question arises as to whether the measures currently available are 
adequate. As regards state aid, greater focus is needed on the relationship between these, restructuring 
and production relocation. 
 
Special attention should be paid to the extension of the sectoral social dialogue. The EESC agrees 
with the Commission that, by virtue of their sectoral knowledge, the social partners are able to play a 
special role in alerting the authorities. This instrument should, however, not only come into play in 
crisis situations. European Works Councils (EWC) have a significant role to play in company 
restructuring. Consultations on the review of the EWC Directive should therefore embrace this issue, 
but they need to cover a broader context. The EESC welcomes in principle the establishment of a 
Restructuring Forum. 
 
The Forum's aim must be to explain best practices and discuss local barriers (regulations) to 
introducing them. 
 
The Commission announces that it is to submit a Green Paper on the development of labour law. In 
restructuring, perhaps more than elsewhere, the aim of developing labour law must be to ensure a 
balance between flexibility and security. 
 
On the question of promoting intra-Community mobility, the EESC regards the proposal for a 
directive on improving the portability of supplementary pension rights – the sole proposal put forward 
– as being a somewhat meagre contribution.  
 
– Contact  Mr José Miguel Cólera 
  (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 96 29 – e-mail: josemiguel.colerarodriguez@esc.eu.int) 
 

• State aid action plan 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Pezzini (Employers - IT) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 107 final – CESE 1483/2005 
 
− Key points: 

 
The EESC is in favour of modernisation of European state aid policy based on a new, proactive 
approach and on a new, general Community framework. It makes detailed recommendations about 
this in its opinion.  
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– Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
  (Tel.: 32 2 546 9245 – e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Competitiveness and innovation 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Welschke (Employers - DE) 
– Co-rapporteur : Ms Fusco (Various Interests – IT) 
 
– References : COM(2005) 121 final – 2005/0050 COD – CESE 1485/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
The Committee encourages the Commission to set out the aims and structure of the CIP even more 
clearly. 
 
It expects that consolidating a range of programmes and individual measures will produce added 
value. 
 
It calls on the Commission to clarify the links between the CIP and other related existing and future 
initiatives.  
The Committee will be closely monitoring CIP implementation. It reserves the right to submit fresh 
recommendations in the light of experience gained or as part of the mid-term review. 
 
– Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int)  
 

• State aid for innovation 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Pezzini (Employers - IT) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 436 final – CESE 1498/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
The Committee welcomes the Commission's document, which defines criteria for the granting of 
more targeted aid and achieving a simplification of the regulatory context. 
 
The insufficient competitiveness of Europe is largely due to a modest level of innovation, often 
resulting from market failures. The alternative to innovation is the decline of the Union in cultural and 
economic terms. 
 
The EESC has already expressed a view in previous opinions on quite a number of the questions 
asked by the Commission. 
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– Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
 

3. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, INTER ALIA IN THE 
ENERGY SECTOR 

 

• 7th R&D Framework Programme 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Wolf (Various Interests – DE) 
− Co-rapporteur: Mr Pezzini (Employers - IT) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 119 final – 2005/0043 (COD) – 2005/0044 (CNS) – CESE 1484/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
The Commission's proposal to increase expenditure and to devote just under 8% of the total 
Community budget to these objectives is a welcome and absolutely necessary first step in the right 
direction. 
 
The Committee calls on the heads of state or government and on European industry to help ensure that 
the 3% target is reached as soon as possible. 
 
The Committee welcomes the Commission's intention to simplify administrative procedures and 
reduce the effort these involve, thus boosting the efficiency of the European research programmes. 
 
It welcomes the Commission's plan to involve SMEs even more closely in research, development and 
innovation.  
For further and more detailed comments and recommendations, please refer to the opinion. 
 
– Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Renewable energies 
 
− Rapporteur: Ms Sirkeinen (Employers – FI) 
− Co-rapporteur: Mr Wolf (Various Interests – DE) 
 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1502/2005 
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− Key points: 
 

Renewable energy sources play an important role in Europe's energy mix and hold considerable 
potential to increase their share in both total energy consumption and production in Europe. The EU 
needs a balanced energy mix, in which solid fuels, gas, nuclear and renewables all have their role. 
While renewables have the potential to become a significant element of this future energy mix, for a 
very long time ahead they will not replace fossil fuels and nuclear energy. Most renewable energy 
comes from intermittent sources like wind generation and photo-voltaic panels, which raises issues 
about transmission reinforcements and ensuring security of electricity supply (the potential 
contribution to electricity production is estimated at 15% to 20% of total electricity production).  
 
The opinion acknowledges that renewables will need support until they are ready for the markets; at 
the same time, important considerations such as developments on (global) energy markets (in terms of 
prices), competitiveness, and the impact on growth and employment must also be taken into account. 
Current legislative provision for support gives rise to significant costs while failing to take into 
account the competitive position of individual energy sources on the markets. There should be 
ongoing monitoring of the cost-effectiveness and impact of support mechanisms, and changes on the 
relevant markets should be accompanied by re-evaluation of the extent and intensity of the need for 
support. Particular attention should be paid to the impact of the EU's emission trading scheme. The 
Committee advocates a joint European approach to support for renewable energies, in order to avoid 
loss of synergies together with unnecessarily high costs, as well as a lack of market incentives and 
drivers. 
 
– Contact: Mr Siegfried Jantscher 

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 87 - e-mail:  siegfried.jantscher@esc.eu.int)  
 

4. FREEDOM, SECURITY AND JUSTICE 
 

• The Hague Programme -Freedom Security and Justice 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Pariza Castaños (Employees – ES) 

 
− References: COM(2005) 184 final – CESE 1504/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
Five years after Tampere, the objectives have not been achieved. The EU is still not a common area of 
Freedom, Security and Justice. Although the Hague Programme is lacking ambition, its objectives are 
very important. 
 
The creation of a common area of Freedom, Security and Justice must strike the right balance between 
the three dimensions. The Hague Programme does not maintain a proper balance. Security policies 
should protect the values of freedom and justice. The EESC believes that the protection of basic 
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freedoms and fundamental rights guaranteed by the European Convention on Human Rights, and the 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights should form the basis of these policies. 
 
The EESC believes that security policy should be effective, protecting citizens in a free and open 
society within a framework of justice, under the rule of law. The day that disproportionate legislation 
is adopted in the name of the fight against terrorism, sacrificing human rights for the sake of security, 
is the day we hand terrorists their first victory. European civil society should play a critical and active 
role in this. 
 
The EESC wants active citizenship of the European Union to be developed. 
 
Immigrants and asylum seekers should be assured of fair treatment, compliant with humanitarian law, 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights and anti-discrimination law. Reception and integration policies 
must be developed. 
 
None of the objectives set out in the Hague Programme and in the Action Plan can be achieved 
without sufficient funding. The European Commission has submitted proposals for three framework 
programmes (April 2005); the EESC is drafting opinions on these. 
 
− Contact:  Mr Pierluigi Brombo 

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 18 – e-mail: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Security and Safeguarding Liberties 
 
− Rapporteur : Mr CABRA de LUNA (Various Interests – ES) 

 
− References : COM(2005) 124 final – 2005/0034 (CNS) – CESE 1496/2005 
 
− Key points:  
 
The EESC firmly supports the fight against crime and terrorism and emphasises  that progress in 
fighting terrorism and crime in the EU must be consolidated.  
 
There must be effective cooperation and coordination between Member States with regard to law 
enforcement, intelligence and judicial matters.  
 
However, the fight against terrorism and organised crime should not jeopardise individual liberties 
and the rule of law. 
 
The proposed  framework programme is consistent with the Commission's intention to support the 
development of the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice under the 2007-2013 financial 
perspectives. By extending this to cover citizenship it involves "a broader, more comprehensive 
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concept for security". The added value of this framework programme is provided by its European 
dimension, which enables the generation of synergies between European and national fields of action. 
 
The legal form and management of the proposed instruments are simplified, financing rationalised, 
assignment of priorities made more flexible and transparency increased.  
 
Efforts must centre on the operational aspects, particularly in relation to the fight against terrorism, an 
especially insidious form of criminality that requires urgent action. 
 
− Contact: Ms Ewa Kaniewska 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 81 17 – e-mail: ewa.kaniewska@esc.eu.int) 
 

5. SOCIAL SOLIDARITY 
 

• European Year of Equal Opportunities for All (2007) 
 
− Rapporteur : Ms Herczog (Various Interests – HU) 
 
− References : COM(2005) 225 final – 2005/0107 (COD) – CESE 1507/2005 

 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC strongly supports the programme for the European Year of Equal Opportunities (2007) and 
its objectives; there are social and economic arguments in favour of ensuring equal opportunities for 
all individuals. 
 
The EESC has consistently emphasised the need for more tangible progress than has been achieved to 
date in order to eliminate discrimination as defined in Article 13 of the Treaty; in order to achieve real 
changes, an appropriate evaluation of progress to date and follow-up of the European Year will be 
essential.  
 
The EESC believes that every individual residing within the EU should be guaranteed non-
discrimination and equal opportunities in the enjoyment of the full range of human rights; 
discrimination on all grounds mentioned in article 13 should be prohibited in the areas of 
employment, training, education, social protection, social advantages and access to goods and services 
in order to avoid a hierarchy between the grounds. 
 
The EESC reiterates the need to involve NGOs and representatives of the relevant minority groups, 
public- and private-sector employers, the social economy, employees and regions in all stages and at 
all levels of implementation. 
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The EESC feels that the planned budget is very limited considering the ambitions and the needs. 
Attention should be paid to the allocation of the available resources to ensure that those primarily 
involved will have access to them. 
 
− Contact: Mr Torben Bach Nielsen 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 19 – e-mail: torben.bachnielsen@esc.eu.int) 
 

• How to integrate social aspects into the Economic Partnership Agreement 
negotiations 

 
− Rapporteur:  Mr Pezzini (Employers – IT) 
− Co-rapporteur: Mr Dantin (Employees - FR) 

 
− References: Exploratory opinion – CESE 1497/2005 
 
− Key points : 
 
The draft opinion makes the following conclusions and recommendations: 
 
• The Economic Partnership Agreements will be fully and positively effective only to the extent 

that the participation of the economic and social actors is guaranteed in the planning,  preparation 
and implementation of the agreements, and particularly in the impact studies, as well as in the 
negotiation and definition of the inherent social aspects.  

• The EPAs represent a very difficult challenge for the EU and for the global economy and are 
likely to be concluded later than expected. 

• The first, and fundamental, commitment to be met through the Partnership Agreements is that of 
strengthening in the various regions the associations of workers, entrepreneurs, consumers, the 
equal opportunity organisations, and the many others which help to produce culture and guide 
consensus towards measures to speed up human, social and economic progress. 

• Key social and gender aspects and the development of employment opportunities and social 
protection guarantees must be part and parcel of the negotiations and subsequently translated into 
reality. 

• The differences between civil society practices between countries should lead to differentiated 
regions giving rise to EPAs which differ in their content. 

• The EESC proposes the creation of regional social dialogue committees, including socio-
occupational representatives to contribute to drawing up and proposing social development 
programmes and ensuring their follow up and implementation. The committees' sphere of action 
could cover, inter alia, the economic, social and regional impact of EPAs. 

• It should also be emphasised that very different levels of development have been attained by the 
ACP countries. This necessitates a considerable effort on the part of the Commission to pick out 
certain specific identities of individual regions on which to focus the attention and interests of 
civil society. 
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• Finally, while free trade is clearly not in itself the cure for famine and poverty, nor the optimum 
instrument for achieving sustainable development, it must be regarded as one of the factors 
capable of promoting competitiveness, as part of a partnership project. 

 
− Contact:  Ms Susanna Baizou  
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 45 – e-mail: susanna.baizou@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Improving the Community civil protection mechanism 
 
− Rapporteur: Ms Sánchez Miguel (Employees – ES) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 137 final – CESE 1491/2005 
 
− Contact: Ms. Annika Korzinek 

  (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 80 65 – e-mail: annika.korzinek@esc.eu.int) 
 

6. FINANCIAL SERVICES, TAXATION AND TRADE 
 

• Financial services 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Ravoet (Employers - BE) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 177 final – CESE 1508/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC feels that this stocktaking exercise of what has been achieved and what still remains to be 
done in the field of financial services is an opportunity for the EU to make substantial progress 
towards invigorating Europe's economy. 
 
In financial services, the EU can take significant steps towards meeting the Lisbon goals by tackling a 
number of key issues, which the opinion deals with in detail.  
 
The EESC vigorously backs efforts to strengthen and deepen regulatory dialogue with the EU's global 
competitors, such as the United States, Japan, China and India. 
 
− Contact: Ms Aleksandra Klenke  

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 99 – e-mail: aleksandra.klenke@esc.eu.int) 
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• Mortgage credit 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Burani (Employers - IT) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 327 final – CESE 1503/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
The Committee, while agreeing with the aims proposed by the Commission, takes the view that full 
integration will be difficult to achieve in the short term. A number of issues are dealt with in the 
opinion, inter alia consumer protection, legal aspects, securities and financing of mortgage credit. 

 
− Contact: Ms Aleksandra Klenke 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 99 – e-mail: aleksandra.klenke@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Rationalisation of exemptions and anti-fraud measures concerning the 6th 
VAT directive 

 
− Rapporteur: Mr Páleník (Various Interests – SK) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 89 final – 2005/0090 (CNS) – CESE 1501/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC supports the simplification of the VAT system in the internal market in line with the 
provisions of the Commission Communication COM(2000) 348 final.  
 
In its remarks, the EESC relates to the following issues: rationalisation of the special measures for 
derogations, countering the problem of tax evasion and avoidance, grouping of businesses, transfers 
of going concern and taxation of investment gold, the setting of the taxable amount at the open market 
value (specifying that precise definitions are needed for market value and significant difference), 
application of the adjustment of deductions of input VAT on capital goods to services, reverse charge 
mechanism as a tool for preventing tax avoidance and evasion.  
 
The proposal for a Council Directive is realistic in terms of implementation and meets the 
Commission's aim – to which it committed itself in its Communication to the Council and the 
European Parliament of 7 June 2000 – of rationalising some of the large number of derogations from 
the Sixth VAT Directive currently in force. The EESC points out, however, that a more 
comprehensive overhaul of VAT law and further harmonisation of tax rules would do far more to 
make the common VAT system simpler and more effective. 
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The EESC considers the proposal – if correctly and quickly implemented – a step on the right way 
towards simplification. The EESC takes the view that it should be followed by further steps to simplify 
the common VAT system. 

 
− Contact: Ms Imola Bedö 
  (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 83 62 – e-mail: imola.bedo@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Beer imports into Finland 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Byrne (Employers - IE) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 427 final – 2005/0175 CNS CESE 1487/2005 
 
− Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – e-mail: joao.pereiradossantos@esc.eu.int) 
 

7. TRANSPORT 
 

• Security of modes of transport 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Simons (Employers - NL) 

 
− Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 1488/2005 

 
− Key points: 

 
In its exploratory opinion, the EESC emphasises that: 
 
• in the inland modes of transport, work remains to be done, partly because of the high degree of 

interdependence between the modes and the vulnerable intermodal storage and transfer points; 
• responsibility for adopting security measures lies with the Member States, who should create a 

framework of minimum standards. To coordinate the measures to be taken, the governments 
should set up a special body to ensure implementation; 

• the role of the European Union lies in coordinating measures at Community and international 
level, while that of national and local government lies more in actually taking measures, 
monitoring implementation, providing information and promoting awareness of terrorism and 
crime at all levels; 

• the users of the modes of transport play a vital role in security. Passengers and customers must 
be encouraged by publicity campaigns to be more active and alert; employees in the inland mode 
of transport should receive special training geared to their role in the security of the mode; 
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• the role of company management lies in making security concepts an integral part of the 
company ethos and culture, allowing employees to undertake training courses in this field and 
ensuring that management training includes crisis management. 
 

Finally, as regards financing, the Committee believes: 
 

− that the cost of security should be reflected in the price of the end product, so that the consumer 
pays for it directly or, if the measures are taken by government, ultimately the public through 
taxes; 

− that the role of the insurance companies is a secondary one and that premiums should reflect 
market risks; 

− that the financing role of the European Union will focus mainly on research, information and 
awareness-raising campaigns. 
 

− Contact: Mr Luís Lobo 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 17 – e-mail: luis.lobo@esc.eu.int) 

 

• Vehicle registration (SIS II) 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Ranocchiari (Employers - IT) 
 
− References: COM(2005) 237 final – 2005/0144 COD – CESE 1486/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
The EESC reiterates its agreement with the Commission that access to the SIS II should be broadened 
to include national authorities responsible for vehicle registration. Private services with the same 
duties should be able to obtain information provided that data protection is guaranteed.  
 
Access should also be given to Member States which are not signatories to the Schengen Convention 
and to increase cooperation with Interpol and Europol.  
 
− Contact: Ms Aleksandra Klenke 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 99 – e-mail: aleksandra.klenke@esc.eu.int) 
 

8. FISHERIES SECTOR 
 
• Implementation of Common Fisheries Policy/Financial measures 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Sarró Iparraguirre (Various Interests – ES) 

 
− References: COM(2005) 117 final – 2005/0045 CNS – CESE 1490/2005 
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− Contact: Ms Yvette Azzopardi   

  (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 98 18 – e-mail: yvette.azzopardi@esc.eu.int ) 
 

• Joint enterprises in the fisheries sector 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Sarró Iparraguirre (Various Interests – ES) 

 
− References: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1492/2005 

 
− Contact: Ms Yvette Azzopardi 
  (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 98 18 – e-mail: yvette.azzopardi@esc.eu.int) 
 

9. FOOD SAFETY 
 

• Hygiene rules and artisanal food-processors 
 
− Rapporteur: Mr Ribbe (Various Interests – DE) 
 
− Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1489/2005 
 
− Key points: 
 
This own-initiative opinion examines the effects on small artisanal food processors of the new laws on 
hygiene rules for foodstuff of animal origin that will be applicable in the EU from 1 January 2006 
(Regulations EC 852/2004, EC 853/2004 and 854/2004). These laws are less detailed than before and 
leave more discretionary powers to local licensing authorities. This has proven problematic in many 
areas since the rules are applied differently by different authorities. Often the rules are applied in a 
more stringent way than the legislators had intended.  
 
The EESC welcomes the flexibility of the new regulations. It points out, however, that the degree of 
leeway allowed by the proposals carries a degree of risk especially for artisanal food businesses. 
Experience with the implementation of these EU directives suggests that, in some countries, a 
distortion of the market in favour of large, industrial operators is in fact taking place. The EESC 
recommends the competent authorities to look more to the end results (i.e. good hygiene standards) 
than to the means of achieving them.  
 
The EESC sees a need to amend specific aspects of the regulations: 
 
• Artisanal individual slaughter should be recognised as a traditional process.  
• The facilities used by the retail trade for the preparation and/or cutting of large quantities of food 

of animal origin destined for other retailers should, without exception, be included in the scope of 
the Regulation. 



- 17 - 

Registry CESE 192/2005  FR-EN/HA/GW/hn …/… 

• With regard to buildings, craft enterprises which do their own slaughtering should not necessarily  
have to provide waiting pens and that only simple feeding and watering facilities need be 
provided. 

• The requirement for an additional room should be waived if there is a clear separation in time of 
slaughter and cutting. 

• Requirements for the temperature of cutting rooms should be waived if the meat, as in artisanal 
enterprises, is removed from the cold store and cut in portions. 

 
The EESC also proposes that a comparative study be drawn up in order to 1) analyse the 
implementation of the regulation in various Member States which differ in relation to the structure of 
their artisanal food businesses, and 2) draw up proposals for improving the competitive position of 
artisanal food businesses. The availability to small food businesses of initial and further training 
facilities should in particular also be looked into. The systems for publicising Commission guidelines 
should also be looked at to ensure that small businesses are sufficiently informed about the degree of 
flexibility available to them. 
 
– Contact: Ms. Annika Korzinek  

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 80 65 – e-mail: annika.korzinek@esc.eu.int) 
 

10. CODIFICATION AND SIMPLIFICATION OF COMMUNITY 
LEGISLATION 

 

• Establishing EU agencies - terms of office of presidents and directors 
 
− Rapporteur general : Ms CSER (Employees – HU) 

 
− References : COM((2005) 190 final – 2005/0077(CNS) – 2005/0078(CNS) – 2005/0089(CNS) – 

2005/0085(COD) – 2005/0086(COD) – 2005/0087(COD) – 2005/0088(COD) – 2005/0080(CNS) 
– 2005/0072(COD) – 2005/0073(COD) – 2005/0074(COD) – 2005/0075(COD) – 
2005/0076(COD) – 2005/0081(COD) – 2005/0082(COD) – 2005/0083(COD) – CESE 1506/2005 

 
− Key points:  
 
The EESC welcomes the drafting by the European Commission of a proposal to align currently 
inconsistent provisions in Council regulations for the appointment of executive directors to the 
18 agencies, and for the extension of their term of office. 
 
The Committee, however, has several reservations, notably on the general dispensing of open 
competition procedures, on the probable exclusion of citizens from the ten new Member States from 
being appointed as directors, deputy directors or executive directors, and on the short-term mandate 
foreseen for the European Network and Information Security Agency.  
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– Contact: Mr Alan Hick 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 02 – e-mail: alan.hick@esc.eu.int)  
 

• Carcases of adult bovine animals – codification 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Allen (Various Interests – IE) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 402 final – 2005/0175 CNS – CESE 1493/2005 
 
– Contact:  Ms Filipa Pimentel 
  (Tel: 00 32 2 546 84 44 – e-mail: filipa.pimentel@esc.eu.int) 
 

 
 
 


