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1.  CITIZENSHIP AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 
 

• Voluntary activity: its role in European society and its impact 
− Rapporteur : Ms Koller (Employees – HU) 
− Co-Rapporteur : Gräfin zu Eulenburg (Various interests – DE) 

 
− Reference : Exploratory opinion – CESE 1575/2006 

 
− Key points : 

 
The European Economic and social Committee urges the Commission to announce a Year of 
Volunteers, and to publish a White Paper on voluntary activity and active citizenship in 
Europe at the earliest opportunity.  
 
The governments of the Member States should be encouraged to frame national policies on 
voluntary activity and strategies ensuring that voluntary activity is encouraged and 
recognised. The EU can provide a framework and encourage greater exchange of best 
practice between Member States. 
 
In all the Member States a legal framework must be drawn up to guarantee the right to carry 
out voluntary activity independently of an individual's legal or social status. 
 
Apart from governments, other stakeholders such as parliaments, regional and local bodies, 
and civil society organisations should recognise the importance of voluntary activity  
 
At the same time, the EESC feels that it would be useful to highlight the relationship between 
civil society and schools from the age of 15, as part of a "social and environmental year", 
practical activities could be provided as an option for young people, to encourage them to 
carry out important and useful voluntary activities 
 
In its efforts to promote the recognition of informal and non-formal learning the EU should 
put particular emphasis on the recognition of competences acquired through voluntary 
activities. The implementation of Europass-Youth would help to enhance recognition of 
voluntary activities of young people. 
 
The EESC therefore recommends that all the Member States and the EU itself design a policy 
on voluntary activity setting out a strategy and specific programmes. 
 
At European level we need reliable and comparable statistics, funding and support for the 
European Voluntary Service Programme. The EESC would like the European Union to make 
pan-European volunteer programmes available to all population groups rather than being 
restricted purely to long-term voluntary service by young people.  
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The EESC would welcome a specific recommendation for the promotion of voluntary 
activity by senior citizens. 
 

− Contact : Ms Ewa Kaniewska 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 81 17 – e-mail : ewa.kaniewska@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child  
− Rapporteur : Ms van Turnhout (Various interests – IE) 

 
− References : COM(2006) 367 final – CESE 1578/2006 fin 

 
− Key points : 
 

The European Economic and Social Committee supports the proposal to develop a 
comprehensive EU strategy to effectively promote and safeguard the rights of the child in the 
European Union's internal and external policies and to support Member States' efforts in this 
field. 
 
The EESC regrets however that the Communication does not indicate that the strategy will 
commit to minimum standards and include comprehensive objectives with clear targets and 
timelines. 
 
The EESC welcomes the proposed structures to be established to support this Strategy, and, 
will be seeking to play an active role in these important fora. It urges that sufficient status 
and political leverage be given to the Co-ordinator for the Rights of the Child to ensure that 
the aims of the office are achieved and that political commitment be dedicated to progressing 
the Communication and developing the Green Paper and Strategy. 
 
The Committee regrets that more attention is not paid to the situation of the girl-child, 
children with disabilities and migrant, asylum seeker and refugee children, both within the 
EU and in the global context. 
 
The EESC welcomes the acknowledgement that Member States are bound to respect 
international treaties and calls for a greater emphasis in the Strategy on the need for Member 
States to implement with a sense of urgency their existing European and international 
commitments to children's rights, in particular under the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 
 
The EESC calls for the development of the Strategy to take into account the diversity of 
children and their varying needs, with a particular focus on issues of child poverty and 
discrimination. The EESC recommends that priority be given to the development of a set of 
comparable indicators and the collection of consistent data at Member State level.  
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The Committee suggests that the European Parliament consider establishing a specific 
measure to finance the Strategy and its proposed actions. 
 

− Contact : Ms Anna Redstedt 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 33 – e-mail : anna.redstedt@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Children as indirect victims of domestic violence 
 

− Rapporteur : Ms Heinisch (Various Interests – DE) 
 

− References : Additional opinion – CESE 1577/2006 fin 
 

−  Key points : 
 

This additional opinion refers to the opinion on Domestic violence against women, adopted 
by the European Economic and Social Committee on 16 March 2006. This opinion likewise 
deals only with this aspect of violence in the family, namely with the effects on children who 
witness such violence.  
 
The EESC 
 
• urges the EU Council presidencies also to look at the issue of Children as indirect 

victims of domestic violence when examining the question of domestic violence 
against women; 

• proposes joint action in cooperation with the Council of Europe, the European 
Parliament, the Committee of the Regions and UNICEF in order to give more 
impetus to the Council of Europe's three year programme (2006-2008) entitled 
Building a Europe for and with children; 

• calls for an initial Europe-wide study on the prevalence and consequences of growing 
up in the context of domestic violence and on what is being done to support the 
children involved; 

• finds that it is the duty of each Member State to address the issue of children as 
indirect victims of domestic violence in its National Action Plan for combating 
domestic violence, giving particular attention to: 

 
− surveys ; 
− steps to ensure that the children involved are treated as a group in their own 

right; 
− networking and cooperation; 
− consideration of the individual situation when allocating access and custody 

rights; 
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− consideration of the particular situation of the children of abused women 
migrants; 

− provision of training for all the relevant professional groups; 
− preventive measures; 
− public information campaigns; 
− creation of interlocutors and formal support facilities for affected children. 

 
− Contact : Mr Torben Bach Nielsen 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 19 – e-mail : torben.bachnielsen@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Applicable law in matrimonial matters  
− Rapporteur : Mr Retureau (Employees – FR) 

 
− References : COM(2006) 399 final 2006/0135 COD – CESE 1579/2006 
 
− Key points : 

 
The Committee, consulted on the initiative first, basically approves the extension, through 
amendments, of the questions of jurisdiction and law applicable to Regulation No 2201/2003, 
thereby supplementing on these points a regulation which dealt with the recognition of legal 
decisions on matrimonial and childcare matters.  
 
However, it wonders whether it is advisable to deal separately with the issue of distribution of 
jointly-held assets by widening the scope rationae personae of this distribution to unmarried 
couples. 
 
The EESC feels that, as regards the recognition of judgments that may originate from non-EU 
countries in particular, it may well be worth specifying that judgments which seek to be 
recognised are obliged to comply with the European Convention for the Protection of Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and with the Charter adopted in 2000 by the Nice Council, 
as well as with the principle of strict legal equality between spouses. 
 

− Contact : Mr Pierluigi Brombo 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 18 –  e-mail : pierluigi.brombo@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
2.  ENTERPRISES AND SOCIAL COHESION 

 

• Corporate social responsibility 
−  Rapporteur : Ms Pichenot (Various interests – FR) 

 
−  References : COM(2006) 136 final – CESE 1576/2006 
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−  Key points : 
 

The Committee takes the view that people in the EU should have access to the most reliable 
and comprehensive possible information on the declarations made by enterprises and 
territorial authorities and the practices which they pursue. The provision of high quality 
reports would make it possible for European citizens, in their capacities as consumers, savers 
and residents, to make guided choices. To that end, the citizen needs tools such as social 
accounting and traceability of products, as well as the contribution of the associative 
movements concerned. 
 
An information portal on CSR could thus be established in connection with the Action plan 
to improve communicating Europe. 
 
The EESC suggests to the Member States that they include the promotion of CSR in their 
National Reform Plans and in the national strategies for sustainable development. The EESC 
also urges public authorities in the Member States and the EU to promote the emergence and 
development of new sectors of activity created or developed by virtue of the CSR policy. 
 
The EESC is pleased that the communication advocates reactivating the high-level group of 
the Member States on CSR to debate ways of improving the exchange of best practice. 
 
The EESC urges the social partners in multinational enterprises of European origin to enrich 
the transnational social dialogue by negotiating international framework agreements (ACI) 
on CSR. 
 
The EESC endorses sectoral social dialogue initiatives which seek to involve CSR in the 
field of the management of economic change. 
 
The EESC takes the view that CSR is at its most effective when it is an integral part of 
strategy and when it is implemented throughout the corporate hierarchy. 
 
The EESC is in favour of SMEs playing a role in bringing about the widespread adoption of 
CSR practices. It calls upon all forms of enterprise, including social economy enterprises, to 
become involved in CSR. 
 
In order to improve assessment, the EESC calls upon European enterprises to help develop 
the various measuring and information instruments with assessment according to criteria 
based on the fundamental texts contained in the list drawn up by the Multistakeholder Forum 
of 2004. 
 
The EESC proposes to the Commission that one of the next few years be designated the 
"European Year of Corporate Social Responsibility". 
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− Contact : Mr Alan Hick 
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 02 – e-mail : alan.hick@eesc.europa.eu) 

 
3.   E-GOVERNANCE 

 

• i2010 eGovernment Action Plan  
–  Rapporteur : Mr Hernández Bataller (Various Interests – ES) 

      
     –  References : COM(2006) 173 final – CESE 1581/2006 

   
 – Key points : 

 
The EESC endorses the Action Plan for e-government presented by the Commission and 
considers that implementing the Action Plan could help to prevent the marginalisation - in 
both personal and employment terms - of different social groups and improve the quality and 
stability of employment, combat digital inequality, promote universal availability of local 
services, fully meet the needs of weaker groups and lastly improve social cohesion in the face 
of inequalities now being seen for the first time.  

 
The EESC strongly recommends establishing objectives intended to meet the criterion of full 
coverage as regards broadband access and to encourage use of the Internet as an information 
and communication tool. Public confidence in this tool will depend on the degree of security 
that can be guaranteed for its use, which will affect e-government and the services that this can 
deliver to the public. 

 
 – Contact : Ms Anna Wagner  
   (Tel.: 00 33 2 546 83 06 – e-mail : anna.wagner@eesc.europa.eu)  
 
4.   AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

• Reform of the CMO for wine  
– Rapporteur : Mr Kienle  (Employers – DE) 

 
–  References : COM(2006) 319 final – CESE 1569/2006 
 
– Key Points : 

 
The Committee particularly welcomes the fact that the Commission proposes in principle the 
maintenance of a specific wine market organisation, which can be pursued within the 
"profound reform" option.  It welcomes the European Commission proposal to make a 
national envelope available to each wine-producing Member State but rejects steps towards 
the renationalisation of wine market policy.  
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–  Contact : Mr Arturo Iñiguez Yuste  

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 87 68  – e-mail : arturo.iniguez@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Support for rural development by the EAFRD  
–  Rapporteur : Mr Kienle (Employers – DE) 

 
–  References : COM(2006) 237 final – 2006/0082 CNS – CESE 1570/2006 
 
–  Contact : Mr Arturo Iñiguez Yuste  
  (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 87 68 –  e-mail : arturo.iniguez@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Nutrition and health claims made on foods  
–  Rapporteur-general : Mr Gkofas (Various Interests – EL) 
 
– References : COM(2006) 607 final – 2006/0195 COD – CESE 1571/2006 
 
–  Contact : Ms. Yvette Azzopardi  
                   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 18 –  e-mail : yvette.azzopardi@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Reform of the CMO for bananas 
–  Rapporteur : Mr Espuny Moyano (Employers – ES) 
 
–  References : Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1573/2006 
 
–  Contact : Mr Arturo Iñiguez Yuste  
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 87 68 –  e-mail : arturo.iniguez@eesc.europa.eu) 

 
5.   RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 

 

• Unlocking and strengthening Europe's research, development and 
innovation potential  

– Rapporteur : Prof. Gerd Wolf (Various Interests – DE) 
 

– References : Exploratory opinion – CESE 1566/2006 
 

– Key points: 
 

Europe's aim must be to be aware of and revive its tradition as the leading area for research 
and innovation. This means doing more to enhance the skills Europeans will need to achieve 
that goal, investing significantly more in research and development, increasing the efficiency 
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of this sector, strengthening industry's willingness and ability to innovate, and reducing any 
obstacles that stand in the way. 
 
The most important prerequisite for achieving this goal is a social climate that is open to 
progress, in which society fully understands this and all its implications. 
 
This includes: 
 
− ensuring that the public is made more familiar with science and technology than is 

currently the case and making better use of the existing pool of talent by providing it with 
more intensive support and by giving much greater priority to science and technology in 
primary and secondary school curricula. 

− introducing children and young people to the uses of science and technology and teaching 
them basic terms and laws. 

− ensuring that scientific and technical training in universities and technical colleges 
matches the highest international standards. 

− offering scientists and engineers attractive work opportunities, incentives, career 
perspectives and the security they need to plan their lives. These need to reflect the 
investment in their education by society, as well as their own personal investment. Only 
in this way will we be able to reverse the brain drain. 

− promoting innovation and encouraging the willingness of industry, and in particular small 
and medium-sized enterprises, to invest in research and development by providing them 
with an attractive and rewarding legal, administrative and financial environment.  

 
Besides adopting financial or fiscal measures, or measures relating to liability legislation, 
particular emphasis should therefore be placed on two-way mobility between academia and 
business. Introducing a new and attractive mobility or scholarship system which involved 
academia and industry in equal proportion, facilitating knowledge transfer, training and 
continuous professional development, would be especially helpful. 
 
The Committee also puts forward a number of recommendations, namely: 
 
− the 2% Community contribution towards the total investment in research and 

development aimed for by the Barcelona Goals is insufficient to maximise the multiplier 
effect and bring about the considerable increase in investment that is needed. 

− this part of EU funding should, as a first step, be increased to 3% as part of the revision of 
the EU budget planned for 2008. 

− EU law on state aid should be framed in such a way as to encourage the Member States 
and enable them to provide more effective and less bureaucratic support for the research 
and development plans of universities, research organisations and industry, and help them 
establish networks between them. 

− the budgetary laws of individual Member States should allow for a more flexible flow of 
funds to R&D measures. These should be adapted to the cycle of each project. For 
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instance, it should be possible to transfer allocated funds to the following calendar or 
budgetary year. 

− efforts to establish a Community patent should finally be brought to a successful 
conclusion. 

 
–   Contact : Mr Luís Lobo 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 17 – e-mail : luis.lobo@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
6.   TRANSPORT 

 

• Enhancing supply chain security/ transport of goods 
 – Rapporteur : Mr Simons (Employers – NL) 
   

 – References : COM(2006) 79 final – 2006/0025 COD – CESE 1580/2006 
 

 –  Key Points : 
 

The Committee supports the Commission's proposal to strengthen prevention against possible 
terrorist attacks in the EU by promoting the security of inland transportation of goods by 
trucks, trains and also barges. However, the Committee feels that, given the key role of the 
special authority to be created in the Member States to implement and monitor the supply 
chain security measures, the Commission's proposal is seriously lacking in detail. It also 
considers that the proposal is inadequate as it is very bureaucratic and the burdens involved 
will be passed on to employers and workers in the sectors concerned. The Committee regrets 
the absence of proposals for the protection of the physical infrastructure; the fact that the 
various transport modes have different traits means measures need to be put in place that are 
tailored to each specific mode. The definition of a "secure operator" is not calculated to 
secure the establishment of a harmonised system of minimum standards across the EU, and 
thus a level playing field. The Committee feels that it is right that the costs of the measures 
should be covered by the operators and factored into the price or rate they charge. The 
European Union must free up adequate resources so that non-EU countries are also in a 
position to take the requisite action to attain the same level of security. 

 
 –  Contact : Mr Siegfried Jantscher  
  (Tel : 00 32 2 546 82 87 –  e-mail : siegfried.jantscher@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Identification of controls, tell-tales and indicators for two- or three-
wheel motor vehicles (codification) 

– Rapporteur-general : Mr Simons (Employers –  NL) 
   
– References : COM(2006) 556 final – 2006/0175 COD – CESE 1567/2006 
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–  Contact : Mr Luís Lobo  
  (Tel..: 00 32 2 546 97 17 – e-mail : luis.lobo@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Technical requirements for inland waterway vessels  
–  Rapporteur-general : Mr Rusche (Employers – DE) 

  
  – References : COM(2006) 646 final – 2006/0210 COD – CESE 1582/2006 
  – Contact : Ms Maria José Lopez Grancha  
   (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 87 13 – e-mail : mariajose.lopezgrancha@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Civil aviation – harmonisation of technical requirements  
  –  Rapporteur-general : Mr Simons (Employers – NL) 
  
  –  References : COM(2006) 645 final – 2006/0209 COD – CESE1583/2006 
 
  – Contact : Ms Maria José Lopez Grancha  
   (Tel. : 00 32 2 546 87 13 – e-mail : mariajose.lopezgrancha@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
7.   INTERNAL MARKET 
 

• EU/National Administration Linkages on Internal Market Issues  
– Rapporteur : Mr van Iersel (Employers – NL) 
 
– Reference : Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1564/2006 

 
– Key Points : 

 
The EU requires a transparent multilevel governance in a broad field of areas. The EESC is 
of the opinion that well-defined and effective national political and administrative procedures 
in Member States are, together with better lawmaking and implementation and enforcement, 
an integral part of EU good governance. They will also enhance transparency and clarify the 
impact of EU law and policies towards society at large. The analysis of national practices 
reflect substantial differences among Member States regarding political and administrative 
management of EU matters. The EESC points out in this connection that a possible crisis in 
the legitimacy of the EU should not be attributed first and foremost to communication 
problems. 
 
An open debate across Europe about how to deal best with European affairs at national level 
will benefit the debate on better lawmaking and implementation and enforcement. The EESC 
advocates a continuous study on national administrative practices and procedures. 
 

– Contact : Mr Jean-Pierre Faure 
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  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 15 – email : jean-pierre.faure@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
8.    HEALTH AND SOCIAL PROTECTION  

 

• Medicinal products for paediatric use 
– Rapporteur-general : Ms Heinisch (Various Interests – DE) 

   
– References : COM(2006) 640 final – 2006/0207 COD – CESE 1568/2006 

 
–    Contact : Ms Claudia Drewes-Wran 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 80 67 – e-mail : claudia.drewesWran@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Addition of vitamins and minerals to foods  
–  Rapporteur-general :  Mr Kapuvari (Employees – HU) 

 
– References : COM(2006) 606 final – 2006/0193 COD – CESE 1572/2006 

 
–  Contact : Ms Yvette Azzopardi  

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 18 –  e-mail: yvette.azzopardi@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Amendment Regulation 1408/71 
− Rapporteur : Mr Rodríguez García-Caro (Employers – ES) 

 
− References : COM(2005) 676 final – 2005/0258 COD – CESE 1574/2006 

 
− Key points : 

 
The European Economic and Social Committee welcomes the proposal to amend Regulation 
No 1408/71 and hopes that this will be one of the last amendments on which it must issue an 
opinion before Regulation No 883/2004 enters fully into force. 
 
The European Economic and Social Committee therefore calls on the Member States and the 
European Parliament to streamline the procedure for the new Regulation, in order to make it 
more efficient than the adoption procedure for Regulation No 883/2004. This would be the 
greatest contribution that the EU institutions could make during the European Year of 
Workers' Mobility. 
 

− Contact : Ms Susanne Johansson 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 84 77 – e-mail : susanne.johansson@eesc.europa.eu) 
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9.   TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA 
 

• VAT/Radio and television broadcasting services and electronically 
supplied services  

− Rapporteur : Mr Burani (Employers – IT) 
 

− References : COM(2006) 739 final – 2006/0245 (CNS) – CESE 1563/2006 
 

− Key Points :  
 

The Committee takes note of the rationale behind the Commission's proposal, and considers 
that for the moment it is not appropriate to go into the merits of the directive's provisions. 
Given the urgent need for legislation applicable to the sector to be in place, and confident that 
the Commission's assertions regarding the effectiveness of the directive are well-founded, the 
Committee endorses the proposal to extend it. Furthermore, in view of the lengthy nature of 
legislative procedures in the area of taxation, the Committee feels that a period of two years - 
i.e. until 31 December 2008 – is the strict minimum and may even be too short for new 
proposals to be drawn up on the matter.  

 
− Contact : Ms Imola Bedő 

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 62 – e-mail : imola.bedo@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

10.  TOURISM 
 

• A renewed EU Tourism Policy: Towards a stronger partnership for 
European Tourism 

– Rapporteur : Mr Juan Mendoza (Employees – ES) 
– Co-Rapporteur : Mr Paulo Barros Vale (Employers – PT) 

 
– References : COM(2006) 134 final – CESE 1565/2006 

 
– Key Points : 

 
The European Economic and Social Committee supports the Commission's pledge to clearly 
consolidate tourism policy and strategy for the next few years  
 
The Committee notes the Commission's intention to involve all players through various 
means of collaboration and competitive collaboration and recommends that this cooperation 
policy should be further developed by setting up a European Tourism Board and looking at 
the possibilities for establishing a European Tourism Agency.  
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The Committee has high hopes of the work currently under way on the European Agenda 21 
for Tourism, a document that should complete and consolidate the general policy of 
sustainability in European tourism.  
With respect to statistics, the Committee proposes setting up a network of tourism 
observatories that would not only reflect sectoral data, but also provide a strategic and 
forward-looking vision and anticipate future action. 
 
The Committee is prepared to continue working on tourism along the lines set out in the 
Commission communication, and invites the other European institutions, the Member States, 
local and regional authorities, and sectoral stakeholders - companies and trade unions - and 
the general public to be involved in understanding and supporting tourism as a universal right 
and economic activity with strategic importance for Europe's future. 

 
– Contact : Mr Luís Lobo 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 17 – e-mail : luis.lobo@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

 
____________ 


