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The plenary assembly was attended by Ms Danuta Hübner, member of the European Commission, 
who spoke about a new approach to cohesion policy and about the Commission proposal for the 
2007-2013 programming period. 
 

1. THE FUTURE OF EUROPE 
 

• The period of reflection: the structure, themes and framework for an 
evaluation of the debate on the European Union 

 
– Rapporteur: Ms van Turnhout (Various interests-IE) 
 
– References: SC/025 – CESE 1144/2005 fin – CESE 1249/2005 
 
– Key points: 
 
As the institutional forum at European level for consulting, representing, informing and expressing the 
views of organised civil society, the EESC argues that: 
 
– the underlying logic and analyses that led to the Constitutional Treaty remain the same; 
– the continued absence of the Constitutional Treaty, which sought to meet the concerns which have 

led to the current situation, is paradoxical; 
– participatory democracy, as provided for in the Constitutional Treaty, remains an essential tool to 

enhance the EU's democratic legitimacy; 
– a shared vision through participatory democracy can help get the integration process back on track; 
– the Union's institutions and its Member States should therefore start making participatory democracy 

a reality now, in particular by anticipating the relevant provisions of the Constitutional Treaty on the 
democratic life of the Union; 

– the Union needs to capture the public imagination and needs to deliver on the Lisbon strategy; 
– communication and dialogue should be enhanced, though much progress has already been made; 
– however, the broad debate envisaged by the Heads of State or Government is currently largely 

absent in the Member States and it will be difficult to make progress in the absence of such debate; 
– the primary responsibility for the debates during the reflection period lies with the Member States 

although the European Institutions have an important responsibility to stimulate a wider debate at 
European level; 

– the European Institutions should also engage actively in the debates at national, regional and local 
level in providing assistance and support in their organisation; 

– civil society organisations can play an important supportive role and should therefore be involved in 
genuine local, regional and national dialogue. 

 
– Contact: Martin Westlake 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 26 – email: martin.westlake@esc.eu.int) 
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2. FINANCING EUROPE 
 

• European Union Solidarity Fund 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Barros Vale (Employers-PT) 
 
– References: COM(2005) 108 final – 2005/0033 (COD) – CESE 1256/2005 
 
– Key points: 
 
The EESC welcomes the improvements made in the proposed regulation, but considers that the proposal 
should be amended in three ways in order to gear it more effectively to practical requirements: 
 
a) extend its scope to cover other forms of disaster, particularly droughts; 
b) lower the threshold figures for the scale of damage and/or give the Commission greater powers of 

discretion; 
c) be more flexible about the types of eligible expenditure, and cover other significant costs that are not 

currently included. 
 
– Contact: Roberto Pietrasanta 

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 13 - email: roberto.pietrasanta@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Financial Regulation 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Burani (Employers-IT) 

 
– References : COM(2005) 181 final – 2005/0090 (CNS) – CESE 1259/2005 
 
– Key points: 

 
The EESC endorses the approach adopted by the Commission in its proposal, especially regarding the 
abolition of centralised ex ante controls and their replacement by controls to be carried out before 
authorising payments for projects that have already been approved.  

 
On the other hand, the EESC advises caution when it comes to meeting the requests made by the 
financial departments of many institutions to simplify or scrap various formalities and controls for 
contracts and "modest" grants. Although it agrees that controls are costly and time-consuming, it feels 
that the worthy intention to contain costs should be qualified by a countervailing concern, namely the 
need not to give the impression to Europe's citizens and stakeholders that "small" amounts are treated in 
an oversimplified and perfunctory manner. 
 
For their part, civil society organisations ask that any revision of the Financial Regulation be conducted in 
consultation with the Commission, in a spirit of mutual understanding and taking account of the need for 
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sound financial management on both sides. The EESC supports this request, but points out that all 
decisions adopted must respect the imperative need for sound, transparent management of public funds. 
 
– Contact: Alberto Allende 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 79 – email: alberto.allende@esc.eu.int) 
 

3. THE PEOPLE'S EUROPE 
 
• Active citizenship action programme 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Le Scornet (Various Interests-FR) 
 
– References : COM(2005) 116 final – 2005/0041 (COD) – CESE 1247/2005 
 
– Key points: 

 
The Commission proposes to make developing European citizenship a "main priority" for EU action. 
The EESC sees this not just as appropriate but also urgent or even crucial to continued European 
integration. 

 
However, the 2007-2013 programme has too few resources, and while the methods envisaged are tried 
and tested, they are insufficiently innovative to deal with the challenges of which we are even more 
acutely aware today. 
 
The EESC wants to be a major player, a focal point for the importance invested in this programme. 
 
– Contact: Pierluigi Brombo 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 18 – email: pierluigi.brombo@esc.eu.int) 

 
• Youth policy 
 
– Rapporteur: Ms Van Turnhout (Various Interests-IE) 
 
– References: COM(2005) 206 final – CESE 1248/2005 

 
– Key points: 
 
The EESC acknowledges the European Youth Pact and its elaboration as outlined in the Communication 
from the Commission on European policies concerning youth. This Communication provides a 
framework that can serve as a basis for future policy development in areas affecting young people in the 
European Union. 
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The EESC recommends that young people are placed at the centre of this framework and are 
encouraged and given space to actively participate in the development of policies. Contributing to change 
is a major motivation for young people to get involved. The Member States and institutions must provide 
the necessary resources, supports and mechanisms to enable young people at all levels to engage in 
decisions and actions that impact on their lives. Only real influence will lead to real responsibility. 
 
The EESC welcomes the special attention that the Pact is giving to the issue of youth employment. 
However the Youth Pact should be developed and implemented from a perspective that views it as an 
important goal in itself, and not merely as an element of the Lisbon Strategy. Moreover, while the 
success of the Lisbon Strategy is important for young people, young people are also important for the 
success of the Lisbon strategy. Investing in young people is essential to achieve higher growth and 
employment rates, continued innovation and stronger entrepreneurship. Their involvement in the strategy 
and their sense of ownership of and commitment to its objectives are necessary to make Lisbon work. 
 
The EESC requests that the following targets be considered for inclusion in Member States' Lisbon 
Strategy national reform programmes: 
 
– Set targets for each Member State to reduce the number of young people unemployed by a 

minimum of 50% in the period 2006-2010 (currently 17.9% in European Union for under 25s). 
– Develop social protection systems that enable young people to be in a position to make choices to 

determine their own future. 
– Initiate measures to promote the social inclusion of young people, in particular to combat the 

problem of young people who are not in education, training, employment or registered as 
unemployed. 

– Set targets to reduce the gender gap as regards access to vocational and technological training, and 
reduce wage differences at the time of recruitment. 

– Reduce early school leaving by 50% in the period 2006-2010 and promote work experience in 
companies. 

– Promote the importance of foreign language competence in improving education and employment 
opportunities as well as the mobility of young people. 

– Foster young entrepreneurship by providing financial and technical support and by minimising the 
bureaucracy involved in taking over, transferring and establishing an enterprise. 

– Support regulated, inspected universal early childhood education and care to agreed standards. 
– Provide additional support to families experiencing disadvantage. 
 
– Contact: Stefania Barbesta 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 10 – email : stefania.barbesta@esc.eu.int) 
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• The mobility of persons in the enlarged Europe and its impact on means of 
transport  

 
– Rapporteur: Mr Levaux (Employers-FR) 

 
– Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1250/2005 

 
– Key points: 
 
The EESC: 

 
– believes that the mobility of persons in an enlarged Europe must be guaranteed in order to strengthen 

democracy and contribute to cohesion in the EU; 
 
– believes the Commission should, given that the information available indicates a strong increase in 

demand for passenger transport, initiate studies on the subject followed by a general and targeted 
appraisal, in parallel with studies and discussions on the development of goods transport; 

 
– suggests that these discussions could be the subject of a new Transport Policy White Paper in 2010 

attaching greater importance to this than in 2001. This should allow the requirements that will 
confront passenger transport by 2020/30 to be met. 

 
– Contact: Raffaele Del Fiore 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 94 – email: raffaele.delfiore@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Civil society dialogue between the EU and candidate countries 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Pezzini (Employers-IT) 
 
– References: COM(2005) 290 final – CESE 1264/2005 
 
– Key points:  

 
In its recommendations and conclusions, the EESC stresses that:  

 
– the cultural interaction and the benefits of the acquis should not be limited to Istanbul, Ankara and 

the main Turkish cities, but also extend to provinces and rural areas; 
 
– civil society organisations should have a crucial role in planning and conducting the information 

campaign on Turkey's EU membership; 
 
– the procedures to obtain the necessary EU funding must, as far as possible, be simple and clearly 

explained to representatives of civil society; 
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– the EC delegation in Turkey can contribute greatly by holding practical and structured dialogue 

between various sectors of civil society in Turkey and between Turkey and the EU; 
 
– the Turkish government, guided also by the provisions of the Community acquis, should improve 

legislation on organisations and remove the obstacles hampering development of NGOs; 
 
– women should be sufficiently involved in actions of cooperation and appropriately represented in 

forums for dialogue and action programmes; 
 
– various Turkish organisations should be supported so that they can become members of European 

and international organisations in their respective sectors; 
 

– Turkey's participation in education and training programmes should be encouraged - graduate 
traineeships, under a suitably enhanced Erasmus programme, could be an opportunity for students 
from different countries to get to know and respect one another; 

 
– much of the paperwork required by the Turkish ministries when Turkish businesses and other 

economic players decide to hold events in Europe could be reduced or eliminated altogether; 
 
– all efforts should be directed at ensuring that the largest possible number of Europeans become 

acquainted with Turkey and vice versa. 
 
– Contact: Gatis Eglitis 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 81 69 – email: gatis.eglitis@esc.eu.int) 

 

4. WORLD TRADE 
 

• Preparation of the 6th WTO Ministerial Conference 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Nilsson (Various interests-SE) 
 
– Reference: own-initiative opinion – CESE 1263/2005 
 
– Key points:  
 
In its recommendations and summary, the EESC: 
 
– expresses belief that the success of the Hong Kong Ministerial Conference would send a clear 

positive signal of confidence that Member States are committed to a strong multilateral trading 
system; 

 
– is concerned about the pace of negotiations leading up to the Hong Kong Ministerial Conference; 
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– calls for better distinction among developing countries. Provisions for special and differential 

treatment are an integral part of the WTO Agreements and should be followed through; 
 
– stresses that success in the agricultural negotiations is the key to ambitious results in other sectors of 

the negotiations; 
 
– reaffirms that, as regards non-agricultural market access (NAMA), Member States should have 

agreement on the structure of tariff cutting formula and other key elements of the NAMA package; 
 
– regrets the so far disappointing results in the services negotiations and supports a search for 

complementary services negotiating methods and modalities during the months leading up to the 
Hong Kong Ministerial Conference; 

 
– considers that, as regards anti-dumping and subsidies matters, the Member States should have a 

general agreement on issues where ministers should agree to launch legal negotiations; 
 
– calls for the barriers to trade in environmental goods and services to be removed as soon as possible; 
 
– considers it important to incorporate internationally recognised ILO core labour standards into the 

international trading system and calls for the ILO to be granted the status of permanent observer to 
the WTO; 

 
– encourages civil society organisations to take steps to participate in information campaigns on the 

Doha Agenda. 
 
– Contact: Gatis Eglitis 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 81 69 – email: gatis.eglitis@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Ethical trade and consumer assurance schemes 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Adams (Various Interests-UK) 
 
– Reference : Exploratory opinion – CESE 1257/2005 
 
– Key points: 
 
– The spectrum of "ethical" trade is broad and includes Fairtrade labelling; labour standards codes of 

conduct in product sourcing; transparency in financial services or the extractive industries; organic 
food standards; and various environmental and animal welfare assurance schemes. 

 
– Using a knowledge-based set of systems it can inform both the provider and producer of goods and 

services and stimulate market-centred action and consumer response. Europe has global leadership 
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in this field. Such activity ties in with the Lisbon Strategy and simultaneously contributes to the 
Millennium Development Goals. 

 
– Ethical trade can make a significant contribution to sustainable development and to the direct 

engagement of consumers in a positive and empowering response to globalisation.  
 
– More than 100 labelling schemes offering consumer guarantees on social, labour, environmental and 

animal welfare issues are offered in the EU, with sales exceeding EUR 20 billion. 
 
– The opinion critically explores the necessary requirements of such schemes to be effective, the 

adequacy of policy definition within the EU and the urgently required need for clarification and 
coordination. It suggests a policy framework by which such schemes may be assessed. 

 
– Such a framework should give an intelligent basis for comparing consumer assurance schemes with 

other policy instruments aiming to achieve similar goals and provide EU institutions and Member 
States with a pointer towards policy coherence and a practical tool for assessing the investment of 
resources. 

 
– It suggests practical steps which EU institutions, Member States and regional/local communities and 

authorities can take to consolidate, underpin and enhance these initiatives.  
 
– Contact: Jean-François Bence  
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 99 – email: jean-francois.bence@esc.eu.int) 
 

5. ENVIRONMENT 
 
• Energy sources in a future energy mix 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Wolf (Various interests-DE) 

 
– Reference: Own-initiative opinion – CESE 1243/2005 
 
– Key points: 
 
The fossil fuels coal, oil and natural gas form the backbone of the European and global energy supply, 
and the EESC assumes that they will continue to play a major role in the foreseeable future. Urgent 
measures are therefore needed to mitigate the associated negative effects (environmental issues, 
increasing import dependency, security of supply, etc.). In this context, the EESC draws particular 
attention to coal, which has by far the longest lifetime of the fossil fuels mentioned; greater use of 
Europe's substantial coal deposits could mitigate this dependency.  
 
Measures to save energy and the more efficient use of all fuels, as well as greater use of alternative 
energy systems such as renewable and nuclear energy, must be at the heart of energy policy. With 
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respect to energy efficiency measures, the more scarce and more versatile fuels gas and oil should be 
used in the energy mix predominantly for applications – such as fuel for transport and as raw material for 
the chemicals industry – where the use of coal would involve extra costs and higher energy consumption 
and CO2 emissions. Progress in technology must be used to achieve a sustained reduction in CO2 
emissions per product unit. This requires an improvement in energy efficiency in all areas of energy 
conversion and use. The new power plants that are needed must have the best available technology. In 
the transport field, every effort has to be made to cut the specific use of fuel and to prevent total 
consumption continuing to rise (vehicle technology, routing systems, etc.). In the case of electricity from 
fossil fuels, there is also a chance in the long term of significantly reducing CO2 emissions when 
converting energy (clean coal technology). 
 
Continued development and promotion of alternative energy systems is particularly important. Effective 
progress in energy efficiency and the development of alternative energy sources requires increased 
research and development. The Committee welcomes, therefore, the "Energy" thematic area in the 
proposal for the 7th research and development framework programme, which should be adequately 
funded.  

 
– Contact: Siegfried Jantscher 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 87 - email:  siegfried.jantscher@esc.eu.int) 
 

• EU forestry strategy 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Kallio (Various Interests-FI) 
 
– Co-rapporteur: Mr Wilms (Employees-DE) 
 
– References: COM(2005) 84 final – CESE 1252/2005 

 
– Key points: 
 
The EESC endorses the general thrust of the communication on the EU Forestry Strategy, especially 
with regard to enhancing implementation and improving coordination. It supports the Commission’s 
proposal to develop an EU Action Plan for Sustainable Forest Management and recommends that the 
action plan should: 

 
– include a definition of priorities and remits, and provide sufficient resources for its implementation; 
– provide for the forestry perspective to be taken into account when implementing other Community 

policies; 
– support the development of innovative and market-based operational models for producing forest 

environmental services; 
– give priority to creating the optimum environment to ensure the competitiveness and economic 

viability of the forestry sector; 
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– promote the use of wood and other forest products as renewable and environment-friendly 
materials; 

– support the promotion of research and development on forests; 
– identify practical ways of improving coordination and communication with respect to EU decision-

making on forests. 
 

The EESC believes that the forestry strategy and its implementation should continue to be based on the 
subsidiarity principle, and on the concept of economically, ecologically, socially and culturally sustainable 
forestry. The EESC emphasises that in implementing the forestry strategy attention should be paid to 
aligning its objectives with the EU’s Lisbon and Gothenburg Strategies.  

 
– Contact: Yvette Azzopardi 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 18 – email: yvette.azzopardi@esc.eu.int ) 
 

• EMSA funding – Pollution caused by ships 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Chagas (Employees-PT) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 210 final – 2005/0098 COD – CESE 1244/2005 
 
– Contact: Anna Wagner 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 06 – email: anna.wagner@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Noise emission in the environment by equipment for use outdoors 
 

– Rapporteur general: Mr Pezzini (Employers-IT) 
 
– References: COM(2005) 370 final – 2005/0149 COD – CESE 1313/2005 
 

6. FARMING 
 

• Protection of chickens 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Nielsen (Various Interests-DK) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 221 final – 2005/0099 CNS – CESE 1246/2005 

 
– Contact: Eleonora Di Nicolantonio 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Risk and crisis management in agriculture 
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– Rapporteur: Mr Bros (Various Interests-FR) 
 

– References: COM(2005) 74 final – CESE 1245/2005 
 
– Contact: Eleonora Di Nicolantonio 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@esc.eu.int) 
 

• CMO/Sugar 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Bastian (Employers-FR) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 263 final – 2005/0118-0119-0120 CNS – CESE 1251/2005 

 
– Key points: 

 
The EESC recognises the need to reform the sugar CMO but believes that the reform proposals go too 
far as regards cutting production and prices. It believes that their implementation would have 
considerable repercussions for the European sugar sector, and would in particular result in the loss of at 
least 150 000 jobs in regions that are often already struggling. 
 
In this context, the EESC: 
 
– supports the LDCs’ request to negotiate import quotas for sugar with the Union;  
– reiterates that any changes to prices should be spread over time and should comply strictly with 

international commitments; 
– recommends that the current intervention mechanism be maintained;  
– requests that partial compensation to growers for income lost as a result of beet price cuts be 

increased, insofar as possible, and allocated in full; 
– welcomes the Commission proposal on a restructuring programme, but calls for growers to have a 

right to codecision and for aid to be granted to growers affected by factory closures to help them to 
restructure their farms;  

– reiterates its view that the European Structural Funds must be mobilised in order to give workers 
affected by the restructuring of the European sugar industry the best opportunities to develop new 
career paths; 

– considers that the sugar sector must, as a matter of urgency, be included in the energy debate (a 
biofuels policy) as a means of helping to offset the reform’s more harmful consequences; 

– calls on the Council to monitor the situation in regions which are facing difficulties or which offer 
few profitable alternatives within farming. 

 
– Contact: Eleonora di Nicolantonio 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@esc.eu.int) 
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• CMO/Seeds 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Bros (Various Interests-FR) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 384 final – 2005/0164 CNS – CESE 1254/2005 

 
– Contact: Eleonora di Nicolantonio 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@esc.eu.int) 
 

• CMO/Hops 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Kienle (Employers-DE) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 386 final – 2005/0162 CNS – CESE 1258/2005 

 
– Contact: Eleonora di Nicolantonio 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@esc.eu.int) 
 

• CMO/Wine sector 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Barato Triguero (Various Interests-ES) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 395 final – 2005/0160 CNS – CESE 1255/2005 

 
– Contact: Eleonora di Nicolantonio 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@esc.eu.int) 
 

7. PRIVATE PROPERTY AND TAXATION 
 
• Succession and wills 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Retureau (Employees-FR) 
 
– References: COM(2005) 65 final – CESE 1242/2005 
 
– Key points: 
 
EU legislation as regards competence, applicable law and mutual recognition for successions with an 
international component should take the form of a regulation. 

 
The EESC agrees with the Commission that it would currently be impossible to formulate uniform 
substantive law on international succession and wills that could be applied throughout the European 
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Union. The working themes and priorities put forward are appropriate since progress in these areas 
would already solve many practical difficulties. 

 
The EESC feels that a unitary system is preferable to having various scattered rules for settling a 
succession; however, this principle should be subject to exceptions in certain cases, particularly for 
buildings or certain types of property located abroad. 

 
The EESC is in favour of the EU's Hague Programme insofar as it provides for the creation of a 
"European certificate of inheritance" and a system for registering wills. 

 
The European registration system must, whatever happens, be compatible with the Basel Convention 
and the Washington Convention. 

 
The EESC would draw the Commission's attention to taxation issues that might face the heirs to an 
estate located in two or more countries. 
 
The interests of legally incapacitated heirs should be specifically safeguarded. 
 
– Contact: Nemesio Martinez 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 95 01 – email: nemesio.martinez@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Refund of VAT to persons not established in the territory of a Member State 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Burani (Employers-IT) 

 
– References : COM(2004) 728 final – 2005/0807 (CNS) – CESE 1260/2005 
 
– Key points: 

 
The EESC endorses all proposals seeking to cut red tape for users, particularly when, as in the case in 
point, this causes state administrations, too, to streamline their methods and encourages them to organise 
their work better. 
 
The EESC fully endorses the proposal to require public administrations always to reply to the requests 
submitted to it and to do so swiftly, although the question arises of whether these time limits are realistic 
for all 25 EU Member States. 
 
The EESC points out that a monthly interest rate of 1% is equivalent to a yearly compound rate of 
12.68%, which could be above the ceiling laid down in some countries. The EESC therefore proposes 
that Article 8 be amended to the effect that the interest on the delayed payment should be calculated in 
each country on the basis of the rates applied by national laws to taxpayers who are in arrears. 
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– Contact: Imola Bedö 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 62 – email: imola.bedo@esc.eu.int) 

 
8. NEW INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES 
 
• Extension of the TIC-MODINIS programme 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Retureau (Employees-FR) 
 
– References: COM(2005) 347 final – 2005/0144 COD – CESE 1262/2005 
 
– Contact: Anna Wagner 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 06 – email: anna.wagner@esc.eu.int) 
 

• Frequency bands - radio paging 
 
– Rapporteur: Mr Retureau (Employees-FR) 

 
– References: COM(2005) 361 final – CESE 1261/2005 
 
– Contact: Anna Wagner 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 06 – email: anna.wagner@esc.eu.int) 
 
 
 

_____________ 
 


