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1. INDUSTRIAL POLICY AND INNOVATION  
 

• Promoting sustainable productivity in the European workplace 
− Rapporteur:  Ms Kurki (Employees – FI) 

− Reference: own-initiative opinion – CESE 1257/2007 
 

− Key points: 
 
The Committee 
 

− finds that traditional economic growth drivers  need to be supplemented by the creation of new 
elements capable of generating sustainable growth; productivity growth must be boosted, ways 
must be found to halt the decline in labour supply and the world of work needs to be made more 
attractive; 

 

− believes that it is the European Union's task to support all Member States and companies in their 
efforts to increase sustainable productivity as an essential component of the Lisbon Strategy; the 
idea that quality and social innovations implemented in the workplace have a major impact on 
business success must be actively promoted; 

 

− reiterates its proposal that a European index describing the quality of working life be devised that 
would serve as a basis for new initiatives relating to the improvement of the quality of working 
life; the strong and wide-ranging expertise which the EESC possesses would serve as a good 
basis for this work;  

 

− urges the Commission to commission further studies on the relationship between the quality of 
working life and productivity; 

 

− believes it would be useful to give emphasis to workplace innovation and new kinds of 
professional skills and management practices in EU innovation and training initiatives; 

 

− proposes that the Member States implement programmes promoting the quality and productivity 
of work as part of their employment programmes and innovation policy; 

 

− finds it essential that the debate and practical initiatives on sustainable productivity be continued; 
the Committee can make an important contribution to this process by presenting the views of 
civil society on the subject. 

 

− Contact: Mr Torben Bach Nielsen  
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 19 – email: torben.bachnielsen@eesc.europa.eu) 
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• The development of the European chemical industry 
− Rapporteur: Mr Zbořil (Employers – CZ) 

− Reference: Information report – CESE 733/2007 fin 
 

– Key points: 
 
The information report gives on overview of the chemical sector's development in the years between 
2000-2005, based upon the findings of the statistical study prepared by the consultant Reckon and the 
public hearing held in Dresden, in May 2007. 
 
The first part of the report examines the industry's position in the EU and on the global markets. 
 
The European chemical industry is still strong. The internal market has had a very positive effect. The 
sector underpins all sectors of the economy and its strategies impact directly on the downstream users. 
The chemical industry is a source of employment for about 4 million people. On the global market the 
EU chemical industry has lost its first place in the ranking to Asia. 
 
The next part of the information report deals with employment aspects, R&D and investments, 
energy, environmental issues. 
 
Employment in the EU-25 chemicals industry has fallen by 5% over the five-year period. The age of 
employees has increased slightly from 2001 to 2005. The number of employees in high-skilled non-
manual occupations has increased. 
 
Investment and research and development (R&D) are the key elements in securing the future of the 
chemical industry. Chemicals are the top investor in R&D in European manufacturing. 
 
The European chemical industry is one of the most energy-intensive industrial sectors. In fact, the EU 
and its chemical industry are surrounded by regions/countries where energy pricing is much lower; 
this low energy price is a "hidden subsidy" for their domestic chemical industry. 
 
The conclusions of the report identify the key trends, opportunities and risks. Among these are 
constantly developing new and improved products and processes, the process of commoditisation, 
stable levels of R&D expenditure, declining employment levels, slow production growth. 
 
One major concern of the report is the relatively negative image and perception of the chemical 
industry. A more active image policy is vital for the EU chemical sector, supported also at EU 
institutional level. 
 
The current EU regulatory environment does not overly support the competitiveness of the sector. The 
EESC and the industry welcome the "Better Regulation" and Regulation Impact Assessment (RIA) 
initiatives. 
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As for the REACH regulation, the report concludes that because of this regulation, the risks of an 
increase in non-productive costs, of cartel agreements, and of disproportionate exposure of SMEs are 
bound to be minimised. The REACH implementation costs appear acceptable. In keeping with the 
findings of the studies that have been conducted on REACH, the EESC anticipates a lower incidence 
of occupational hazards and diseases in the near future and thus lower costs for industry and society. 
 
– Contact:  
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 86 28 – email: ccmi@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

2. ENERGY 
 

• Action Plan for Energy Efficiency  
– Rapporteur:  Mr Iozia (Employees – IT) 
– Reference: COM(2006) 545 final – CESE 1243/2007 

 
– Key points: 
 
The EESC welcomes the measures proposed by the Commission and feels that all possible 
endeavours should be made to reduce energy consumption and make technically achievable savings of 
more than 20%. The target must go hand in hand with national action plans, so as to ensure fair 
distribution of targets between Member States commensurate with each Member State's potential. 
 
The EESC forwards a number of concrete recommendations and suggestions on different action 
levels:  
 

− On a more horizontal and general level it is proposed to open a specific debate on "lifestyles", 
"responsible energy consumption" and "quality of life" to raise public awareness. Education at all 
stages and levels, R&D and the international dimension (partnerships, framework agreements, 
ENP-programmes, post-Kyoto action) are further topics that need more attention and must be 
further strengthened. 

 

− On the more political and socioeconomic level it is recommended to progressively address 
favourable tax regimes, financing and funding of energy efficient incentives, good corporate 
social responsibility practices etc. Social dialogue with involvement of civil society incl. 
employers', trade-union, environmental organisations but also local administration is essential. 
The lack of coordination of transport and energy policy remains evident.  

 

− On the rather technical level, a series of recommendations and suggestions such as: 
 

− Priority for district heating and cooling, promoting trigeneration and microgeneration, 

− New integrated energy services and job profiles, 

− Extension of eco-design to housing, transport etc., 
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− Intelligent metering, remote energy distribution, optimising management of grid, 

− etc. 
 
is proposed. 
 
– Contact: Mr Siegfried Jantscher 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 87 – email: siegfried.jantscher@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Power generation from fossil fuels  

– Rapporteur:  Mr Zbořil (Employers – CZ) 
– Reference: COM(2006) 843 final – CESE 1246/2007 

 
– Key points: 
 
The EESC agrees with the analysis and description presented by the Commission. The prospects for 
developing and commercialising such near-zero emission coal technologies over the next two decades 
are promising. However, this must not lead to the effect that already now energy policy strategies and 
targets are adopted as "a binding measure" on the basis of broad presence of the CCS technologies as 
proven cost-effective commercial means for removing and sequestering of the CO2 emissions from 
coal-based power plants do not currently exist (insofar the time frame of the Commission for CCS is 
considered to optimistic). Further important topic is the improvement of working conditions. The 
Commission is invited to create a framework for CCS that covers the main risks, is reliable and, at the 
same time, not too restrictive. With continued efficiency enhancements in the power plant field in the 
short and medium term and the development of near-zero emission technologies, coal will contribute 
to climate protection and will play an important role in meeting the future energy needs.  

 
– Contact: Mr Siegfried Jantscher  

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 87 – email: siegfried.jantscher@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

3. INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS - REGULATORY FRAMEWORK  
 

• Simplification of the regulatory environment for the machinery sector - 
SMO 

– Rapporteur: Mr Iozia (Employees – IT) 
– Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 1238/2007 
 
– Key points:  
 
Ms Wallström and Mr Verheugen asked the Committee to draw up an exploratory opinion on the 
simplification of the regulatory environment for the machinery sector. Simplifying and improving the 
acquis communautaire is one of the European Commission's key priorities.  
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In pursuit of this aim, the Commission believes that the European Economic and Social Committee 
will guarantee transparency in the analysis of the general coherence of the regulatory framework for 
the machinery sector, above and beyond the relevant sectoral legislation.   
 
The EESC supports the Commission's initiatives to strengthen competitiveness and improve the 
reference legal framework with better and more effective regulation, taking into account the nature of 
the sector, which includes tens of thousands of small and medium-sized businesses.  
 
The EESC calls for more Commission staff to be assigned to coordination, monitoring and, in some 
cases, even checks on management of accreditation procedures, notification bodies' activities and the 
quality of their certification.  
 
As regards standardisation activities, the EESC calls for all stakeholders to be enabled to participate 
from the outset in drawing up standards. 
 
As regards "harmonised" standardisation, the EESC feels that this should be made available free of 
charge or for a token amount, particularly to small and medium-sized enterprises. 
 
The EESC stresses that all unnecessary administrative costs should be removed, substantially 
reducing the burden on the production system. 
 
The EESC calls on the Commission to take into due consideration the need to encourage stable 
standardisation, incorporating suggestions from operators and key stakeholders. The EESC 
recommends that, before issuing legislation, the Commission should assess whether the same 
objectives could not be achieved by other means such as self-regulation or co-regulation. 
 
The EESC calls for technical barriers to the completion of the internal market to be removed.  
The EESC recommends that future legislation always be preceded by a proper, careful, ex ante impact 
assessment, taking account of the degree of proportionality, and also be followed by very stringent, ex 
post monitoring. 
 
European sectoral social dialogue will also have a key role to play in identifying all the common 
initiatives supporting job creation and development of competitiveness in the sector, with due regard 
for workers, public and environmental safety, which are sacrosanct principles. 
 
– Contact: Mr Jean-Pierre Faure 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 96 15 – email: jean-pierre.faure@eesc.europa.eu) 

 
Supplementary opinion: 

• CCMI 042 Regulatory simplification in machines sub-sector  

− Rapporteur: Mr van Iersel (Employers – NL) 

− Reference: Supplementary opinion – CESE 694/2007 fin 

− Contact: Mr Pol Liemans (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 82 15 – email: pol.liemans@eesc.europa.eu) 
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• CARS 21 
– Rapporteur:  Mr Davoust (Employers – FR) 
– Reference: COM(2007) 22 final – CESE 1239/2007 
 
– Key points: 
 
The Committee welcomes the commitment to a holistic approach and the willingness to take on board 
the various different dimensions of industry development and competitiveness and the different 
stakeholders involved. It welcomes the reduction in the regulatory burden made possible by the 
replacement of 38 EU directives by UNECE regulations.  
 
In view of the difficulties inherent in pursing such an approach, namely:   
 

− the quest for consensus tends to delay decision-making on the various issues involved;  
 

− the content of the analysis and of the recommendations is very much contingent on which 
stakeholders are consulted in the process;  

 

− an integrated approach may result in an analysis of the issues that muddies the responsibilities 
involved.  

 
The Committee recommends:  
 

− that industry players be given the time to fully develop the technologies needed to meet more 
stringent requirements without products becoming significantly more expensive as a result, and 
thus ultimately slowing down the renewal of the car fleet;  
 

− that environmental issues should not be restricted to the question of CO2 and that interest should 
not focus exclusively on technological remedies but should encompass a more holistic approach, 
taking due account of the actual role of cars and road transport in European societies; 

 

− that the restructuring forum, the review scheduled for 2009 and the impact assessments on which 
that review is to be based should reflect the integrated approach fostered under CARS 21, and 
that steps should be taken to boost credibility; 

 

− that the EESC be involved more directly and at an earlier stage, in line with its remit – reflected 
in its set-up and membership – to involve the various components of European society in 
Commission policies in precisely this way.  

 
– Contact: Mr Luís Lobo 

 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 97 17 – email: luis.lobo@eesc.europa.eu) 
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• Statutory plates and inscriptions for motor vehicles  
Category C opinion 

– Reference: COM(2007) 344 final – CESE 1242/2007 
 
– Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – email: Joao.pereiradossantos@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

4. ECONOMIC AND MONETARY POLICY  
 

• Strengthening the euro area 
− Rapporteur:  Mr Burani (Employers – IT) 

− Co-rapporteur: Mr Derruine (Employees – BE) 

− References: COM(2006) 714 final (SEC(2006) 1490) – CESE 1261/2007 
 

− Key points: 
 
Concerning the integration of the financial markets, standards will be needed to ensure optimum 
protection for consumer interests. The EESC hopes it will be possible to achieve convergence among 
economic, monetary and employment policies by means of joint Eurogroup and Employment Council 
meetings. The euro area should be championed by individual governments. It would also be helpful if 
the countries that did not join the euro at the start gave clear indications of their future intentions. The 
importance the euro has acquired as an international currency should strengthen its application for a 
seat on the International Monetary Fund. This would not involve taking the place of one of the current 
members, but rather adding a member. One rather controversial idea is that of a European stabilisation 
fund, to be fed by tax surpluses in favourable periods, to finance projects of Community interest. 
 

− Contact: Mr Gilbert Marchlewitz 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 58 – email: gilbert.marchlewitz@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Financial market trends 
− Rapporteur:  Mr Derruine (Employees – BE) 

− Reference: own-initiative opinion – CESE 1262/2007 
 

− Key points: 
 
The recommendations concern various areas: 
 
It is important to develop statistical instruments that will give a better picture of the hedge funds and 
private equities industries. Prudential standards should be applied to hedge funds and private equity 
funds. The UCITS directive should be amended so that it covers private equity funds and obliges them 
to be more transparent. The Commission should encourage and pursue initiatives aimed at raising the 
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awareness of consumers of financial services. Listed companies which have been bought out should 
be required to publish a minimum amount of information when they are withdrawn from the Stock 
Exchange. 
 
The use of tax incentives might encourage pension funds to integrate quality and social responsibility 
into their financial investment policies. The Commission and the Member States must ensure that 
corporate social responsibility applies to investment funds. Statistics on wages (and perhaps incomes) 
should be broken down into at least quintiles. 
 
Since a great many very short-term investment decisions are taken in offshore tax havens, the 
Committee urges the Council, the Commission and the ECB to think about the possibility of action 
based on Article 59 of the Treaty. The Committee highlights the importance of coordinating fiscal 
policy more closely, setting minimum requirements, especially for the various forms of capital 
taxation. 
 

− Contact: Mr Gilbert Marchlewitz 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 58 – email: gilbert.Marchlewitz@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Economic policies and industrial strategy 
− Rapporteur:  Ms Florio (Employees – IT) 

Reference: own-initiative opinion – CESE 1263/2007 
 

− Key points: 
 
The BEPG should be tied in more closely with the Lisbon Agenda initiatives and provide for 
investment in innovation and new technologies in the industry sector. The European Investment Bank 
must make a significant contribution through incentives for research and development. There is a need 
to cut red tape, particularly for SMEs. Tax incentives should be used to encourage companies to 
invest in research and development. There is a need to adopt measures to effectively regulate the 
involvement of the financial world in company life. The EU must step up its financial commitment in 
research and development. The protection of intellectual property rights should be ensured by 
appropriate EU instruments. Educational establishments must be aware of the need to equip students 
with qualifications that are relevant to business. One way to improve links is to develop Business 
Parks on university campuses; another would be to bolster the role of European centres of excellence 
and, in other respects, the European Technology Institute. 
 

− Contact:  Mr Gilbert Marchlewitz 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 58 – email: gilbert.marchlewitz@eesc.europa.eu) 
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• The attachment of bank accounts (Green Paper) 

– Rapporteur: Mr Pegado Liz (Various Interests – PT) 
– Reference: COM(2006) 618 final – CESE 1237/2007 
 
– Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos  

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – email: Joao.pereiradossantos@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
 

5. INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND GLOBALISATION  
 

• Global trade integration and outsourcing 
– Rapporteur:   Mr Zöhrer (Employees – AT) 
– Co-rapporteur:  Mr Lagerholm (Cat. 1 – SE) 
– Reference: Information report – CESE 1255/2007 
 
– Key points: 
 
Trade in intermediary products is one of the most significant driving forces behind industrial change 
and represents a particular form of the international division of labour. The phenomenon of offshore 
outsourcing (measured by external trade flows of intermediate products) is synonymous with the 
organisation of production based on the division of labour, under which business specialise in what 
they do best and most-effectively. The opinion concentrates only on this aspect of "offshore 
outsourcing". 
 
The opinion analyses the development of global trade, based on a study by the EU Commission as 
published in the last term of 2006, and examines the reasons for increasing offshore outsourcing, both 
in goods and services, and examines EU strengths and weaknesses. It also identifies winners and 
losers in this process and comes to particular conclusions and recommendations for European 
industry. 
 
There are a number of reasons behind this offshore outsourcing: lower costs (wages/social protection), 
but also prices of raw materials and proximity to emerging growth markets play a significant role. 
Other reasons such as advantages arising from less strict environmental laws or tax advantages can 
also drive offshore outsourcing. A cheap and efficient transport system is a fundamental prerequisite 
for offshore outsourcing.  
 
Overall the EU has successfully maintained its leading position in world trade in both goods and 
services. The European economy is the market leader in a wide range of mid-technology industries 
and in capital intensive goods. The increasing trade deficit with Asia and the EU's rather weak 
performance in the area of ICT give cause of concern. Developments in trade in intermediate product 
are on balance positive for the EU, but a particular care must be taken within the EU to ensure that 
benefits that arise are shared out.  
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The EU must act in favour of fair conditions and (economically, socially and environmentally) 
sustainable development in world trade. The EU should be aware of its strengths and build on them. 
In particular, the mid-technology sectors are often characterised by high levels of innovativeness. 
Beyond this, investment in equipment and ideas is needed in new areas. 
 
In the light of the development of offshore outsourcing, more detailed analyses are urgently needed. 
The Committee recommends the Commission launch such analysis, which should include possible 
scenarios in the short and medium term, and that it involves the relevant stakeholders in the process. 
Such analyses could also form part of the sectoral analyses under the new industrial policy and serve 
as a basis for the discussions under sectoral social dialogue. 
 
The answers to the challenges for Europe arising out of the integration of world trade and the 
increasing offshoring of European production lie mainly in the Lisbon strategy. The Committee 
highlights the following points as being key to an adaptable, competitive Europe: Completion and 
strengthening of the internal market; promotion of innovation; and stimulation of employment. 
 

− Contact:  Ms Muñoz 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 8373 – email: amelia.munozcabezon@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

6. TAXATION  
 

• Towards a more effective use of tax incentives in favour of R&D 
− Rapporteur:  Mr Morgan (Employers – UK) 

− Reference: COM(2006) 728 final – CESE 1260/2007 
 

− Key points: 
 
The EESC recommends that each Member State uses an optimum mix of possible tax incentives to 
facilitate the survival and growth of SMEs in its economy. In this context, the Committee is surprised 
that the Communication makes no reference to tax relief designed to help the formation of capital for 
new companies. 
 
The EESC recommends, among others, that the Communication be extended to cover patents and 
licensing, that Member States should improve the use of R&D tax incentives for industrial 
participants in transnational research projects; that Member States should explore ways in which state 
imposed costs can be lowered for young R&D businesses; that donations and research funds can flow 
freely within the EU; that cross border mobility of researchers should be encouraged; that the 
Commission develop a common structure for the mutual recognition of R&D certificates; that an EU 
wide tax definition of R&D and innovation is sought; to increase public sector investment in 
universities and State funded research institutes. 
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− Contact: Ms Imola Bedı 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 62 – email: imola.bedo@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

• Coordination of direct taxation 
− Rapporteur:  Mr Nyberg (Employees – SE) 

− References: COM(2006) 823 final 
  COM(2006) 824 final – {SEC(2006) 1690} – CESE 1264/2007 
  COM(2006) 825 final 
 

− Key points: 
 
With regard to the aims and approach of efforts in the field of taxation and the internal market, the 
EESC endorses the Commission's view that tax objectives can be achieved and the tax base protected 
through coordination and cooperation between the Member States. 
 
Regarding cross-border loss relief, in the EESC' view related problems could, in the long term, be 
solved via a common consolidated corporate tax base (CCCTB). Applying domestic loss relief 
systems to cross-border situations is extremely dubious both legally and socio-economically. 
 
Regarding treatment of transfers of corporate unrealised gains between Member States, the EESC 
questions building the proposal exclusively on a case involving transfers for private individuals and 
calls the attention to the necessary cooperation between the tax authorities to ensure that Member 
States involved get their rightful share of the tax revenue. 

 
− Contact: Ms Imola Bedı 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 83 62 – email: imola.bedo@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

7. HEALTH AND CONSUMER PROTECTION  
 

• Patients' rights 
− Rapporteur:  Mr Bouis (Various Interests – FR) 
– Reference: own-initiative opinion – CESE 1256/2007 
 

− Key points: 
 
In the light of the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, the communication from the Commission 
Consultation regarding Community action on health services, the Statement of common values and 
principles in EU health systems adopted by the Health Council on 1 June 2006, the case law of the 
European Court of Justice in the field of patient mobility, the European Parliament report on patient 
mobility and healthcare developments in the European Union and the European Parliament resolution 
of 15 March 2007, the EESC calls on the European Commission to take initiatives enabling the 
implementation of health policy which respects patients' rights. This requires: 



- 12 - 

Registry CESE 149/2007  EN-FR/RS/ET/nm/ss .../... 

 

− the gathering and analysis of comparative data on the regulatory and ethical obligations in force 
in each EU country,  

 

− the devising, in the most appropriate form, of a Community course of action applicable to issues 
in this field, 

 

− the planned evaluation of the application of the texts promulgated and policies decided, 
 

− the dissemination of the results of this work to the relevant national authorities and 
representatives of the various socio-professional and user groups concerned, 

 

− the establishment of a European Patients' Rights Day. 
 
How effective individual rights turn out to be in practice will depend to a large extent on the 
collective responses which are made to support this initiative. That is why it is necessary to work for 
the adoption of health democracy, implying the collective involvement of users and their 
representation in different parts of the system. 
 
Patients' rights are one expression among others of human rights, but by no means a separate 
category. They are the manifestation of the desire that no patient wants to be considered as a being 
apart and, above all, as someone on the margins of society.  
 
There is a need to acknowledge that users of the healthcare system are becoming more vocal in 
making known their feelings about healthcare conditions on the basis of their own experiences and 
also because they are receiving increasingly more information. 
 
Consequently, it is appropriate to ask about the position of the patient in the process of making 
decisions which concern him, in the interests of transparency of procedures and respect for 
individuals. 
 
The issue at hand is not about adopting a legalistic consumerist approach but rather about recognising 
that the patient is sufficiently mature to take part in decisions affecting him on the basis of respect for 
his rights.  
 
Giving a voice to users and their representatives is all the more necessary as health issues extend into 
other areas: methods of production, lifestyle, working conditions, environmental protection, etc. This 
implies social, economic and ethical choices which go beyond the sole responsibility of health 
professionals.  
 

− Contact: Mr Alan Hick 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 02 – email: alan.hick@eesc.europa.eu) 
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• Pharmacologically active substances in foodstuffs of animal origin 
– Rapporteur: Mr Coupeau (Various Interests – FR) 
– References: COM(2007) 194 final – 2007/0064 COD – CESE 1251/2007 
 
– Contact: Ms Yvette Azzopardi 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 18 – email: yvette.azzopardi@eesc.europa.eu) 
 

8. EXTERNAL RELATIONS  
 

• Civil society involvement at local level in the context of the 
implementation of action plans for the European Neighbourhood Policy 
and balanced and sustainable development 

− Rapporteur:  Mr Iuliano (Employees – IT) 

− Reference: Information report – CESE 504/2007 fin 
 

− Key points: 
 
The information report that will be presented at the next Euromed Summit of Economic and Social 
Councils and Similar Institutions in Athens on 15-16 October 2007 has been elaborated in 
collaboration with the Economic and social council of Greece, France, Tunisia, Israel and Palestine.  
 
The report focuses on the southern neighbourhood countries and emphasises the need to involve civil 
society on local and regional level in the partner countries in the implementation of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP). The objective of economic and social cohesion must be mainstreamed 
into the National Action Plans (NAP), and national and local administrations will have to take all 
necessary steps to support and develop the involvement of the social partners and socio-economic 
organisations at regional and local level. This involvement should start from the framing of NAPs 
throughout the decision-making process, and subsequently in the implementation and assessment of 
the reforms. 
 
The role of the consultative bodies is decisive at national, regional and local level in promoting 
involvement and ensuring that local development is balanced and socially and environmentally 
sustainable. Their involvement generates a strong feeling of ownership regarding the implementation 
of the ENP in the partner countries and a greater overall success of the policy. 
 
The EESC, in coordination with the Euromed economic and social councils, will bring its know-how 
and experience in promoting economic and social cohesion and will work closely with the Committee 
of the Regions to generate as much useful synergy as possible between administrations and organised 
civil society at regional and local level. 
 

− Contact:  Ms Laila Wold 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 91 58 – email: laila.wold@eesc.europa.eu) 
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9. SOCIAL COHESION AND SOCIAL INDICATORS  
 

• Harmonised indicators in the field of disability 
– Rapporteur: Mr Joost (Various interests – EE) 
– Reference: Exploratory opinion – CESE 1259/2007 

 
– Key points: 
 
The adoption of a roadmap with the development of a set of indicators and quantitative targets to be 
achieved by Member States in a number of agreed priority areas, would be he right way to move 
forward and achieve progress in making equal opportunities a reality for disabled people. 
 
The Commission and Member States should focus on gathering a reliable and coherent set of 
indicators, as well as quantitative targets in each of the statistical fields and policy objectives 
identified, for each Member State to achieve within a set time.  
 
The High-Level Group on Disability should endorse a list of priorities for data collection based on 
existing ISTAT list. 
 
Member States should continue with their efforts to gather data on disability based on surveys, which 
should be released on a regular basis, for example every second year.  
 
The EU Labour Force Survey should assess the progress achieved on a more regular basis.  
 
The European Commission should include in Eurostat surveys a coherent disability module including 
the above-mentioned elements, with regular reports to allow a proper assessment of policies, as well 
as identification of priorities. 
 
National disability organisations should be involved in working out priority indicators for the 
individual Member State concerned.  
 
– Contact:  Ms Ewa Kaniewska 
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 81 17 – email: ewa.kaniewska@eesc.europa.eu) 
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10. PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT  
 

• Protection of the environment through criminal law 
– Rapporteur:   Mr Retureau (Employees – FR) 
– References: COM(2007) 51 final – 2007/0022 COD – CESE 1248/2007 
 
– Key points: 
 
The Committee welcomes the fact that serious environmental offences may be subject to criminal 
sanctions. It restates that, in its view, the Commission should have the power to compel Member 
States to apply proportionate and dissuasive criminal sanctions when necessary in order to ensure the 
application of Community policies, especially in the field of protecting the environment against 
serious offences: such sanctions should be applied as part of the criminal justice system of each 
Member State. Lastly, the Commission should have the power to supervise the effectiveness of the 
criminal law applied in the field in question, and should actively exercise this power. 
 
The Committee would not disagree that offences committed in the framework of criminal 
organisations should be subject to sanctions, or even an approximation of the criminal law rules in the 
Member States, but the Treaty and case-law are quite clear on this matter: approximation of the 
Member States' rules of criminal law can only take place under the provisions on police and judicial 
cooperation in criminal matters as laid down in Title VI of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), and 
not under the EC Treaty (TEC) as proposed by the Commission. 
 
It is of the view that Community competence should be restricted to defining obligations and 
stipulating that criminal sanctions are to apply. A framework decision based on Title VI of the TEU 
would be needed in order to go further and lay down a system of penalties. 
 
The Committee would question if Community law can extend to imposing a maximum level of 
sanctions.  
 
The Committee would like the obvious political aspects raised by the division of competences, and 
the role that it wishes the Parliament to play in all legislation touching upon criminal matters, to be 
covered by more precise Court of Justice case-law, by an interinstitutional agreement, or by a reform 
that could be built into the reform of the Treaties by the current IGC. It would tend to prefer this latter 
option, given the urgent need to adopt effective sanctions to protect the environment. 
 

− Contact:  Ms  Yvette Azzopardi 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 9 818 –  email: yvette.azzopardi@eesc.europa.eu) 
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• Prohibition on the use in stockfarming of certain substances having a 
hormonal or thyreostatic action 

– Rapporteur:  Mr Jiroveč (Various Interests – CZ) 
– References: COM(2007) 292 final – 2007/0102 COD – CESE 1253/2007 
 
– Contact:  Ms Yvette Azzopardi  
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 18 – email: yvette.azzopardi@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Nutrition and health claims made on foods   
Category C opinion 

– References: COM(2007) 368 final – CESE 1254/2007 
 
–  Contact: Ms Eleonora Di Nicolantonio  
 (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 94 54 – email: eleonora.dinicolantonio@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
 

11. FISHING  
 

• Collection, management and use of data in the fisheries sector  
– Rapporteur:  Mr Sarró i Parraguirre (Various Interests – ES) 
– References: COM(2007) 196 final – 2007/0070 CNS – CESE 1252/2007  
 
– Key points: 
 
The EESC broadly welcomes the proposal for a regulation. Nevertheless, the Committee is concerned 
to note the steady increase in regulation by the Community, which adds to the administrative burden. 
In this case, the Committee harbours doubts as to whether the proposed regulation genuinely 
represents a "simplification" of the regulation currently in force that could help to reduce the 
administrative burden, both for Member States and the parties concerned. 
 
The EESC believes that: 
 

− the European Commission's definition of "end-users" is vague, because it refers to "natural or 
legal persons or organisations with an interest in the scientific analysis of data concerning the 
fisheries sector", and believes that it could potentially apply to any individual. The Committee 
therefore suggests that the Commission amend this definition, making it much more precise; 

 

− the Commission should further clarify the grounds for non-compliance leading to penalties being 
imposed on the Member States and should amend the financial corrections; 
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− the Commission should expressly provide for Member State funding of observer-at-sea schemes 
and that self-sampling programmes, which would be carried out by crew members, are kept to 
the absolute minimum, because they could result in an excessively heavy workload; 

 

− with regard to assessing the impact of fishing activity on the environment, the Commission 
should spell out what data it will need and who will collect it; 

 

− with regard to the management and use of the primary data that is collected, the Committee 
wishes to emphasise the importance of everyone with access to these data under the proposed 
regulation treating them as confidential; 

 

− the reference to the unrestricted access of economic data samplers to business premises should be 
deleted because of the legal problems that this may entail. 

 
The EESC is pleased to note that the proposal places great emphasis on the environmental aspects of 
fishing activities and that it could provide the data needed to apply an ecosystem approach to fisheries 
management. 
 

− Contact: Ms Yvette Azzopardi 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 98 18 – email: yvette.azzopardi@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
 

12. TRANSPORT 
 

• Airport charges  
– Rapporteur:  Mr McDonogh (Employers – IE) 
– References: COM(2006) 820 final – 2007/013 COD – CESE 1244/2007 
 
– Key points: 
 
The Commission should lay down design criteria for various types of airport to ensure that they are 
practical, functional and can be commercially justified where costs are recovered through airport 
charges. 
 
The State should pay for security at airports. This is a national security problem. 
 
The construction and operation of regional airports should be encouraged. They play a vital role in the 
economy of the regions. They also relieve congestion at major airports and often lend valuable 
assistance to Search and Rescue operations. 
 
Airports have to be considered as a basic public utility that do not necessarily make money and may 
need financial assistance according to circumstances. 
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The Commission should recognise the scale of charges required to achieve compliance at the smallest 
airport where the passenger volume may not support the economics of the business. 
 
Airports are required to maintain compliance with specific regulatory requirements as a minimum. 
Pressures from low-cost airlines, who ask for a lower service level and for accordingly lower airport 
charges, can not always be accommodated given the costs associated with regulatory compliance. 
Therefore airports should be entitled to reflect and recover airport costs in their charging structure 
regardless of the level of service required by the airline. 
 
Biometric security should be introduced to enable frequent travellers to be processed quickly. If 
necessary a charge could be made for this. 
 
In line with current European legislation on this area, airports must ensure that available facilities and 
services are suited to the particular needs of disabled and infirm passengers. 
 
– Contact: Mr Sven Dammann   
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 66 – email: sven.dammann@eesc.europa.eu) 

 

• Common rules for access to the market for coach and bus services 
(Recast) 

– Rapporteur:  Mr Allen (Various Interests – IE) 
– References: COM(2007) 264 final – 2007/0097 COD – CESE 1247/2007 
 
– Contact: Mr Sven Dammann 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 93 66 – email: sven.dammann@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
 

13. AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY  

• Roll-over protection structures of wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors  
Category C opinion 

 
– References: COM(2007) 310 final – CESE 1240/2007 
 
– Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 

  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – email: Joao.pereiradossantos@eesc.europa.eu) 
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• Coupling device of wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors  
Category C opinion 

 
– References: COM(2007) 319 final – 2007/0117 COD – CESE 1241/2007 
  
– Contact: Mr João Pereira dos Santos 
  (Tel.: 00 32 2 546 92 45 – email: Joao.pereiradossantos@eesc.europa.eu) 
 
 

__________________ 


