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LIST OF SPEAKERS 

 

Luca Jahier 

President of the Various Interests Group of the European 

Economic and Social Committee (EESC)  

Luca Jahier has been a member of the European Economic and Social Committee 

since 2002. Since October 2011, Mr Jahier is the president of the EESC's Various 

Interests' Group. Luca Jahier served as President of FOCSIV (a federation of 

development cooperation NGOs) from 1994 to 2000, was among the founders of 

the Italian Third Sector Forum, and is a former President of the national council 

of ACLI (2008-2012), the Christian Associations of Italian Workers which 

promote employment and active participation in social life through their network 

of local branches, services, enterprises and ad-hoc projects. Holding a degree in 

political science, Mr Jahier is a former international relations journalist and has 

several years of professional experience in development programmes, mainly in 

Africa.  

 

Maroš Šefčovič  

Commission Vice-President for Energy Union 

Maroš Šefčovič is a Slovakia's former ambassador to Israel, and is Co-Chair of 

the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy. The Energy Union is 

focused on energy shortages prevention, diversification of energy imports and on 

ensuring a united European voice in negotiations in order to improve our energy 

security and efficiency. One of his responsibilities is to establish the European 

Energy Union by connecting infrastructures, enforcing legislation and increasing 

competition to help drive down costs for citizens and businesses and boost 

growth. Mr Šefčovič was also Slovak Permanent Representative to the EU before 

he became a Commission vice-president. 

 

Ing. Vojtech Ferencz, PhD 

State Secretary at the Ministry of the Economy of the Slovak 

Republic 

For nearly four years (June 2012 to March 2016), Vojtech Ferencz was State 

Secretary at the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic. Previously, 

from April 2012 to June 2012, he was a ministerial advisor at the Ministry of the 

Environment of the Slovak Republic. Between September 2010 and April 2012, 

he was Deputy Director for Economy in the Slovak Water Management 

Enterprise plant in Košice. 
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Rudolf Kropil 

Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC  

Rudolf Kropil has been the President of the Slovak Rectors’ Conference since 

June 2014 and Rector of the Technical University in Zvolen since 2012. He was 

awarded a Doctoral degree in Agricultural Sciences and Forestry (1994) and 

was appointed as Professor by the President of the Slovak Republic (2005). 

Moreover, he was awarded the outstanding Doctoral Research Award and the 

Gold Medal for substantial scientific contribution to research areas monitored 

by the IUFRO in 2000. He is member of Council of Solidarity and 

Development of Slovak Republic and a member Government Council of Slovak 

Republic for science, technology and innovation. He is a Slovak representative 

at the Council of the European University Association. 

 

Juraj Sipko 

Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC 

Professor Juraj Sipko is Director of the Institute of Economic Research of 

the Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAS).  The Institute's recent research 

activities include globalisation, the international monetary and financial 

systems, the relationship between the state and private sectors of the economy, 

macro- and microeconomics, international macroeconomic policies, etc. He has 

worked as an advisor to governors of the National Bank of Slovakia. For six 

years, he advised the executive directors of both the International Monetary 

Fund and the World Bank. Furthermore, he also served as a director of 

international relations of the Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic and as 

a negotiator with the European Union and the OECD. He spent one year as 

a visiting scholar at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and participated 

in the executive programmes at Harvard Business School (Harvard University) 

and the Wharton Business School (University of Pennsylvania). He received an 

MBA from the US Business School Praha/Rochester Institute of Technology; 

he graduated and received his PhD from the University of Economics in 

Bratislava, Slovakia, where he is also an associate professor. 
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Vladimír Báleš  

Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC 

In 2003-2011, Vladimír Báleš was Rector of the Slovak University of 

Technology, Bratislava, and also President of the Slovak Rector Conference 

(2004-2010). Currently, he is a professor at the Slovak University of 

Technology based in Bratislava, working in the Department of Chemical and 

Biochemical Engineering (ICEE FCFT).  He is a member of the European 

Economic and Social Committee (EESC), and of its Employment, Social 

Affairs and Citizenship (SOC) section, Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the 

Information Society (TEN) section and External Relations (REX) section. 

Between 1998 and 2010, he sat on the board of the European Federation of 

Chemical Engineering. Mr Báleš is also President of the Alumni Club of the 

Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava, and a member of the European 

Academy of Sciences and Arts. 

 

Sir Graham Watson 

Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC  

Graham Watson is a member of the Transport, Energy Infrastructure and the 

Information Society (TEN) section as well as of the External Relations (REX) 

section. He formerly served as a member of the European Parliament and as leader 

of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) group in the European 

Parliament. He has had a long and distinguished career in European politics and is an 

expert in European affairs. Sir Graham is managing director of the consultancy 

Bagehot Limited, honorary president and co-founder of the Climate Parliament 

(London) and President Elect of EuropeActive, the European health and fitness 

association. He has also served as chairman of the Committee on Citizens' Freedoms 

and Rights, Justice and Home Affairs. 

 
Assoc. prof. Saleh Mothana Obadi, PhD 

Institute of Economic Research, SAS 

Saleh Mothana Obadi is currently a senior researcher at the Institute of Economic 

Research of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, head of its Scientific Board and an 

external lecturer at the Faculty of Commerce of the University of Economics in 

Bratislava. His research focuses on the economic development of developing 

countries, energy economics, globalisation, international trade and international 

economics, to mention just a few examples. He has published more than 115 papers, 

books and studies. Since 2001, he has been registered on the list of translators of the 

Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic as a certified translator of Arabic. 
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Toni Vidan 

Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC, 

Vice-President of the TEN section 

Toni Vidan is a head of the Green Action energy programme, a member and Vice-

President of the Transport, Energy Infrastructure and the Information Society (TEN) 

section and a member of the Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment 

(NAT) section. Since 1990, he has been an energy and climate campaigner for 

Zelena Akcija (ZA)/Friends of the Earth Croatia, and has served as President of ZA 

(1996-2001). Currently, Mr Vidan is a board member of the South East Europe 

Network for Natural resources, Energy and Transport – SEENET. He has also served 

in many networks and initiatives, for example as a coordinator of the Climate Action 

Network for Central and Eastern Europe (1992-1995), and as a member of the 

executive committee and treasurer of Friends of the Earth International. 

 

Ing. Matej Korček, PhD  

Institute of Economic Research, SAS 

Matej Korček is a researcher at the Institute of Economic Research of the Slovak 

Academy of Sciences. In 2013, he obtained his PhD in economic theory at the 

University of Economics in Bratislava. His research focuses on questions of energy 

security and energy policy. 

 

Lutz Ribbe 

Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC  

Nominated by EuroNatur (the European natural heritage fund), Lutz Ribbe has been 

an active member of the European Economic and Social Committee since 1998.  He 

has been one of the main drivers of the EESC's work in the areas of the environment 

and sustainable development, contributing as rapporteur of opinions on the EU 

environmental action programmes, biodiversity, and resource efficiency, to name 

just a few. Mr Ribbe has been the director of the Environmental Policy Section of 

EuroNatur and of its office in Bonn for over twenty years. His sustained and 

knowledgeable environmental activism led to his appointment in 2010 as Chair of 

the Commission for Agriculture and the Environment at the German Federal 

Environmental Agency (Umweltbundesamt). Mr Ribbe is also the co-founder and a 

board member of Neuland, a registered association working towards 

environmentally-friendly and ethically acceptable livestock husbandry. 

http://www.euronatur.org/
http://www.neuland-fleisch.de/
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Prof. Dušan Petráš  

Slovak University of Technology 

Dušan Petráš from the Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava is the former 

vice-rector of STU and dean of the Faculty of Civil Engineering. He is the president 

of the Slovak HVAC association SSTP (Slovak Society of Environmental 

Technology) and the former president of REHVA (Federation of European Heating, 

Ventilation and Air Conditioning Associations). He is a professor at the Department 

of Building Services and deals with HVAC systems in buildings. His scientific work 

is focused on the energy conservation performance of buildings with respect to 

providing a healthy and comfortable indoor environment. He has authored or co-

authored 15 books (Energy auditing of buildings, Renewable energy sources for low-

temperature systems, Low-temperature heating and high-temperature cooling, etc.), 

50 scientific papers in foreign journals/at international conferences, as well as about 

100 lectures in 25 countries in 3 world languages. He is member of ASHRAE, the 

ISIAQ Academy, is a REHVA fellow, and was also a visiting professor at DTU 

Lyngby (Denmark) and visiting lecturer at FH Pinkafeld (Austria). 

 

Ing. Branislav Vrban, PhD 

Slovak University of Technology 

Branislav Vrban graduated in power engineering from the Slovak University of 

Technology in Bratislava (STU). He obtained his PhD in nuclear power engineering 

at the same institution in 2015. In 2011, he took part in a three-month internship 

program at CEA Cadarache in France in the department of core development for 

advanced reactor concepts. In 2013, he worked for one year at the Korea Atomic 

Energy Research Institute (KAERI), in the department of sodium fast reactors. He 

was the head of neutronic calculations performed in the framework of the 

development of the ALLEGRO reactor at STU. In 2013, he and his colleagues 

established B&J NUCLEAR, Ltd., a company that focuses on reactor physics 

calculations. He currently serves as an expert advisor for the Nuclear Regulatory 

Authority of the Slovak Republic and he takes part in the evaluation of national 

scientific projects. He is currently researching reactor stability, cross-section 

adjustment and similarity and uncertainty assessments. 
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Ing. Tomáš Šipoš, PhD  

West Slovak Electricity Co.  

Tomáš Šipoš holds an MSc in international business and a PhD in economic theory 

from the University of Economics in Bratislava. He has been working in the energy 

sector since 2007 and is currently head of regulatory affairs at the West Slovak 

Electricity Company (Západoslovenská distribučná). His research interests include 

energy markets, causality investigation, and regulatory regimes. His field of research 

is energy economics, with a particular focus on competition and regulatory issues in 

European energy markets. 

 

Natalia Shovkoplias 

CITENERGO 

Natalia Shovkoplias is communication expert at the CITENERGO association that 

was created in 2008 to facilitate the promotion of energy-efficient principles among 

member municipalities. She is also project manager of the Union of Towns and 

Cities of Slovakia/UTCS (Unia miest Slovenska/UMS), a voluntary association of 

cities founded in 1994. In 2012, the UTCS, as a supporter of the Covenant of 

Mayors, created the National Covenant of Mayors Platform, in cooperation with 

CITENERGO. The platform brought together local authorities and national actors 

(CoM signatories, local authority associations, Ministry of the Environment, 

Ministry of the Economy/Slovak Innovation Energy Agency, Ministry of Regional 

Development, professional associations and NGOs, etc.). The Platform's main 

targets are to forge and share a powerful vision, and to develop common priorities 

for action in terms of decentralised energy, territorial cohesion and adaptation to 

climate change. UTCS and CITENERGO support Covenant of Mayors signatories 

mainly by strengthening their ability to develop and implement their Sustainable 

Energy Action Plans and by organising a series of training sessions and open days 

for municipalities. 

 

Martin Salamon 

Chief Economist, TAENK (Danish Consumer Council)  

Martin Salamon MSc (Econ) LLM (IT and telecoms) is the Chief Economist at the 

Danish Consumer Council. His main briefs are competition and general services. He 

has worked in government, at the National Regulatory Agency (telecoms), and at the 

OECD in Paris. Before joining the DCC in 2008, he spent nine years with Telenor 

working on regulatory affairs. 
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Dirk Vansintjan 

President of the European Federation for Renewable Energy 

Cooperatives (REScoop) 

As a student (1977-1982), Dirk Vansintjan was active in the progressive student 

movement, the ecological movement, the anti-nuclear movement and the peace 

movement in Flanders (Belgium). He was involved in founding the Green Party in 

Flanders (1980-1985). He co-founded the co-housing project in the watermill of 

Rotselaar (70 kWe) and was active in an NGO focused on co-housing, renewable 

energy and monuments (1985-2000). He co-founded the renewable energy sources 

cooperative Ecopower (1991) and the Organisatie voor Duurzame Energie 

Vlaanderen (ODE-Vlaanderen) in 1996, the sectoral organisation for renewable 

energy in Flanders. He also co-founded and is vice-president of REScoop.be (2010) 

and is president of REScoop.eu (2013), the federation of citizen groups and 

cooperatives for renewable energy in Belgium and Europe. Ecopower now has 50 

000 members and supplies 1.5% of Flemish households with green electricity. 

REScoop.eu is now an associate member of Cooperatives Europe. 
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