
ED.Editorial

Changes in leadership are always a risk, but more often 
than not, also provide an opportunity for something 
new. Following on from Jean-Marc Roirant, who did an 
excellent job as Co-Chair of the Liaison Group over the 
past years, is not always easy work, but winds of change 
create windows of opportunities and good wings are 
needed to take off. 

The Liaison Group is the only structured link between 
a European institution and European organised civil 
society. It brings together representatives from EU NGO 
networks and was set up for the EESC to interact with 
European civil society organisations and act as both a 
liaison body and a structure for political dialogue.

In itself, the Group is a major achievement and an 
interesting forum, but it is not being used to its full 
potential. As the opinion (SOC/423 EESC Opinion 
766/2012) presented by President of the Various Interests 
Group, Luca Jahier, and adopted last November by the 
EESC plenary highlights, there are however multiple 
ways to re-energise and give a stronger legitimacy to 
the Group. 

One of these ways is related to the major upcoming 
challenge: the future cohesion of the European 
Union. In these times of crisis when the Community 
Method is losing out to increased intergovernmental 
cooperation, policies remain focused on macro-

economic and financial aspects and the crucial civic 
and social dimension are being consistently side-lined.

The overriding belief is that we first need growth and 
jobs and then everything else will follow. But which 
growth, which jobs and which European policies will 
best connect citizens to the European project? 

The next Civil Society Day taking place at the beginning 
of 2014 should therefore not only focus on the European 
elections taking place in May 2014, but on the major 
challenges for the economic, political and social 
cohesion of the EU seen in the light of a new European 
Convention. 

Civil dialogue contributes to creating a European 
public space and to promoting the support of citizens 
to European integration. Policies are about choices and 
this is the reason why our organisations, representing 
citizens from all over Europe, have been working in 
Brussels to advocate towards the European institutions 
and national constituencies since the 1990s.

The EESC’s Liaison Group is the forum which can and 
should be used to represent institutionalised and 
organised civil society in various EU processes. For 
example, to give a structured EU civil society reaction to 
the annual State of the Union address by the President 
of the European Commission.  

The Liaison Group does welcome and appreciate the 
standing invitation to participate in and contribute to 
the EESC’s Europe 2020 Steering Committee Meeting. As 
even though we see that the European Semester and its 
Annual Growth Survey are the major forces in making 
political choices at EU level, the Europe 2020 Strategy 
is the actual legitimate basis. European NGO networks 
want to be more involved in EESC consultation 
processes and hearings, but to do that EESC members 
need better information on the potential of this Group 
and the fields of competences of its members through 
a real inventory of its European NGO network members.

Progress cannot be made on good intentions alone, but 
on a clear commitment from all members of the Liaison 
Group. The excellent cooperation which took place in 
the EESC’s Sustainable Development Observatory to 
prepare the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio +20) provides a good methodology 
for cooperation built around a tangible goal to 
which the Group could make targeted and concrete 
contributions. 

And with the failure to implement the Lisbon Treaty’s 
Article 11 (providing the basis for a Europe where 
citizens have a real influence) which is a process that 
in many fields remains “under construction” with a 
heterogeneous array of ways for civil society to be 

involved in structured dialogue, this could therefore 
be the opportunity for an Observatory on the 
implementation of Article 11. And the EESC, with its 
Liaison Group, is in an excellent position to develop such 
an instrument.

European NGOs are ready for a closer cooperation with 
the EESC, validating the opportunities that the EESC’s 
Liaison Group represents. The fact that the newly elected 
EESC President, Henri Malosse, is asking the Group for 
concrete commitments and proposals underlines his 
readiness to examine, together, to make a roadmap for 
progress in the future. 

Increased cooperation and exchange, the common 
identification of the scope and priorities of the EESC’s 
Liaison Group are necessary and based on a common 
goal: progress in our common project – building a 
strong European Union. 

More on the Liaison Group can be read here: http://
www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.liaison-group

To read about the profile and work of SOLIDAR, 
please go to: http://www.solidar.org
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Conny ReuteR 

Co-Chair of the Liaison Group at the eeSC
Secretary-General of SOLIDAR

Group III Is pleased to welcome our three new members from 
croatIa. we asked them each the same two questIons and 
below, you can read theIr replIes.
Q. 1 What are your aspirations and expectations on 
becoming a member of the EESC?

Q. 2 What kind of opportunities does EU membership 
bring to Croatia?

Lidija PAVIĆ-ROGOŠIĆ (HR)

ODRAZ 

NGO which promotes Sustainable 

Community Development

http://odraz.hr/en/home

Q. 1 My aspirations and expectations are based on my 
belief that civil society has a responsibility and an important 
role in articulating voice of citizens and communities in 
decision-making processes, and serving as a catalyst for 
development. I believe that I can contribute to the visibility 
and can be a voice of Croatian civil society in the EESC, but 
also contribute to the discussion on certain topics within the 
scope of my expertise and experience. There is a need for a 
stronger voice and influence of citizens towards European 
institutions as they are taking more and more decisions which 
influence daily lives of citizens all over EU. 

The influence of civil society representatives on EU decision 
makers through open, transparent and regular dialogue is 
very important for achieving healthier and more prosperous 
societies. The Lisbon Treaty strengthened civil society’s role 
and I am glad that EESC is consulted on more areas. I am 
looking forward to more hearings and forums at the EESC, 
while working on opinions and consultation. I believe that 
my colleagues and I could contribute in establishing good 
relations with civil societies in the South East region of Europe.

Q. 2 EU and Croatia are struggling with the consequences 
of the economic crisis. Thus, positive economic effects from 
accession can be expected only in the medium- and long-
term perspective. In the short run Croatia will mainly benefit 
from its eligibility to structural and cohesion funds, provided 
a sufficient absorption capacity is available. I agree with our 
president Ivo Josipovic, who recently said “There won’t be a 
miracle. We have the opportunities, we have the possibilities, 
the government has put forward a set of programmes, with 
hope that the implementation will be as good as the projects.” 
Of course, there is an evidence of positive changes. For example, 
consumers feel EU benefits: the mobile phone roaming prices, 
border-free travel, etc. EU membership can reinforce research 
co-operation, will ease mobility and facilitate exchange 
opportunities for students. For industry and entrepreneurs 

it means new business opportunities. Hopefully, Croatia will 
be better positioned and will have better chances for dealing 
with the process and consequences of globalisation. But, it 
depends on us how big the benefit will be.

Marina ŠKRABALO (HR)

Senior Advisor at GONG

NGO that encourages active participation 

of citizens

http://gong.hr/en

Q. 1 I hope to expand the network of contacts throughout 
the EU which will greatly speed up the participation of 
Croatian policy advocates in the EU policy and activist 
arenas. Namely, my membership in the EESC is supported by 
a national coalition named Platform 112, bringing together 
70 civil society organisations of different profiles, yet sharing 
the same conviction that we need to work together across 
policy issues and focus on common priorities for ensuring that 
participatory democracy, transparent, just and responsible 
management of public resources, protection of human 
rights, peace-building become embedded in both Croatia 
and Europe-wide political culture and public policies. I also 
hope to contribute to the regional dialogue with the civil 
society counterparts in Serbia, BiH, FYROM and Montenegro 
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with whom we have cooperated closely in Croatia over the 
past decades. In the first period, of course, I hope my EESC 
colleagues will help me “get the rules of the game” of effective 
policy advocacy, which manages to link the world of politics 
with the world of people throughout Europe.

Q. 2  In essence, EU membership is a unique, not to say 
the only hands-on opportunity for Croatia to co-shape 
the political context which is already shaping its presence 
and future, through transnational dialogue, learning and 
hopefully a lot of innovation in respect to participatory 
democracy and sustainable socio-economic development.

Toni VIDAN (HR)

Zelena akcija (Green Action)

NGO which promotes 

environmental protection

http://zelena-akcija.hr/en

Q. 1   I believe that EESC is in a position to signifitantly 
contribute to public debate about, and elaboration, of the 
new, socially and environmentally sustainable, development 
vision for Europe and it’s institutions. In light of that, I would 
like to contribute to such a role of EESC with my experience 

and expertise in the field of civil society and sustainable energy 
development, and with my contacts within community of 
European environmental organisations and networks. 

Q. 2 Croatia desperately needs to stop being preoccupied 
by its past, and start to be more focussed on our future. EU 
membership may be of crucial assistance in achieving that. 
It will help us to start comparing and measuring ourselves 
against the best of Europe.

Interview of the month continued..

Quote of the month…

Suffering from post-holiday blues? 
Ponder on this quote…

 “Happiness is not 
something ready-made…

it comes from your own 
actions.”

14th Dalai Lama, tenzin Gyatso, 
(Born, Lhamo Dondrub, in 1935)

Winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/14th_Dalai_Lama

OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH

The Farmers’ Category will hold a meeting on Wednesday 2 
October 2013. Under the chairmanship of the spokesperson, 
Group III member Yves Somville (BE), items on the draft 
agenda will include an overview, by Ms. Gaëlle Marion 
(DG Agriculture and Rural Development - Analysis of the 
Perspectives and Agriculture Policy Unit), of the state of play 
of the developments concerning the CAP 2014-2020, which 
will be followed by a Q & A session. There will also and a 
discussion between the members on proposals for the draft 
work programme of the Category in 2014 and presentations 
from certain members outlining the situation regarding the 
agricultural sector in their home countries.

The “Consumers and Environment Category” have planned 
an all-day meeting on Thursday 3 October 2013. Among 
the proposed main agenda points are a presentation by 
Ms. Spanou of DG SANCO entitled: “One year after” on 
the evolution of the consumer agenda and the members 
will also hold a discussion on the draft programme of the 
European Consumers’ Day 2014, which will be addressing 
the theme: “The rights of the consumer in the era of the 
digital economy”: this will be preceded by an introduction by 
Group III member Evangelia  Kekeleki (EL). The spokesperson, 
Group III member, Reine-Claude Mader (FR), will also invite 
the members to put forward ideas and suggestions for the 
draft work programme of the category in 2014.

More information on the work of the categories can be found on 
our website, by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, 
or the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

 

News from Group III

In keeping with a new 
innovation introduced 
some months ago, experts 
from various fields of 
experience are invited 
to address our Group 
meetings on important 
and controversial topics 

of current interest to inform our members, provoke debate and facilitate an exchange 
views. 

On Wednesday 10 July 2013, we welcomed Mr Guntram Wolff, (above, left in photo), 
Director of the Brussels-based think-tank ‘Bruegel’ who gave a presentation of his 
views on the causes, failings and effects of the financial and banking crisis. 

Some notable remarks from him were: “the growth problem needs to be fixed first”, 
“liquidity given to banks by the ECB is going back to national central banks or for State 
Bonds, not to the real economy”, “part of the solution could be cross border merging of 
banks and burden sharing as the problem is too big” and “problems with the banking 
system is hindering actors being able to operate and invest in new activities.” His 
intervention was followed by a lively discussion with the members of Group III.

To read about the profile and work of BRUEGEL, please see: 
http://www.bruegel.org/about

 

President Luca Jahier gives the 
floor to members to launch the 
discussion

 

 

Working longer: an EU perspective
A Debate organised by the 
International Longevity Centre UK -June 2013

This was a private policy debate which included Oscar Vargas (Eurofound), David Lain (University of Brighton), 
Clare Talbot (Department for Work and Pensions, UK) and Rebecca Taylor MEP.  The event was attended by 30 
invited guests.

The debate was hosted by Maureen O’Neill (President of the Social Affairs Section, European Economic and 
Social Committee). The context of the debate was around the fact that Europeans continue to live longer than 
ever, and are increasingly living healthier lives, many are also able to carry on working for longer. However, 
a number of barriers remain for those individuals who wish to stay in employment, including unfavourable 
working conditions, age discrimination and forced retirement.

Over the last 20 years, EU Member states have seen some rises in the number of older workers. This trend has 
been encouraged by the Europe 2020 strategy which sets a target for Member states to achieve an employment 
rate of 75% of the population aged 20-64, of which much of the increase must come from the older age groups, 
where employment rates are very low. Concerns around the low engagement rates of older people have been 
highlighted by many parties, including the European Commission in their Green and White Paper on pensions, 
commenting that: Unless people, as they live longer, also stay longer in employment, either pension adequacy 
is likely to suffer or an unsustainable rise in pension expenditure may occur.

(Green Paper: Towards adequate, sustainable and safe European pension systems. 2010)

It is of vital importance to the financial sustainability of Member states as well as for the wellbeing of older 
people wishing to work for longer that this issue is prioritised and knowledge of good practices distributed 
across Europe.

The aim of the debate was to help develop an ILC report which will:

•	 Examine	recent	trends	in	policy	supporting	longer	working	lives	at	a	European	level

•	 Explore	how	the	EU28	are	responding	to	the	challenge	of	supporting	older	workers

•	 Consider	what	good	practice	around	working	longer	exists	across	Europe

•	 Set	out	the	role	for	European	institutions	and	nation	states	in	supporting	employers	and	employees	around	
working longer.

This debate and the previous ILC discussions on allied topics which the EESC has hosted complement key themes 
in the Committee opinions on these topics.  It was a pleasure to host the meeting which contributes to the 
content of our work; the building of relationships between different organisations in this field of interest and to 
share our findings.

Other news that matters

Maureen O’ NEILL (UK)
President of the SOC Section
Member of the Various Interests Group



EESC Event “Food for Citizens” - Vilnius, 21 June 2013

The conference was a joint initiative of NAT and INT Sections and focused on food from 
mainly a consumer perspective. The following panel debates took place:

•	 Ensuring	food	safety	for	consumers
•	 Healthy	food	–	how	to	help	consumers	make	healthy	choices
•	 Food	accessibility	and	affordability
•	 Eating	local,	eating	seasonal	–	consumers’	sustainable	choice

The	 EESC	 has	 a	 long	 track-record	 of	 working	 on	 food	 related	 policies,	 since	 this	 topic	
engages	all	civil	society	actors	–	 	and	 if	not	professionally,	 for	 the	simple	reason	that	we	
all	need	to	eat,	and	we	all	have	opinions	on	food	and	everything	related	to	food!	The EU 
discussions	on	food	tend	to	focus	mainly	on	the	farmers,	producers	and	retailers.	But	at	the	
end	of	the	chain	there	is	the	consumer	and	it	is	probably	the	most	important	player	of	all,	
because what is the use of the other actors if there is no consumer? 

In my speech, as the NAT President, I underlined the following issues:

•	 Food	 is	probably	one	of	the	EU’s	most	important	topics!	It	appears	as	a driving factor 
in	many	different	policy	areas	–	even	those	we	might	not	directly	connect	with	food.	Food	
shapes	the	EU’s	agenda	and	thereby	it	tends	to	shape	also	the	global	one.	

•	 The	agro-food	industry	is	the	second	largest	economic	sector	in	the	EU,	employing	over	
48 million people and is worth some €750 billion a year. Europe has the highest food safety 
standards	in	the	world.	But	there	is	room	for	improvement,	even	if	no	health	risk	emerged.	
The new package of reforms proposed by the EC comes at an opportune moment as it 
shows that the system can respond to challenges; it also takes on board some of the lessons 
learned.	In	a	nutshell,	the	package	aims	to	provide smarter rules for safer food.

•	 All	 of	 us	 want	 high	 quality	 food	 but	 we	 should	 pay	 higher	 price	 for	 it.	 So	 the first 
prerequisite	 is	 the	 affordability	of	 food. Every EU citizen should have the opportunity to 
afford	safe	food.

•	 One	of	the	main	aims	of	the	civil	society	is	to	modernise,	simplify	and	strengthen	the	
agro-food chain in Europe. EU Institutions with the Member States are committed to make 
smarter	rules	for	safer	food.	At	the	same	time,	food	safety	is	essential	to	ensure	consumers’	
confidence and sustainability of food production.

•	 We	need	a	simplified	approach	to	the	protection	of	health	and	more	efficient	control	
tools	 to	 ensure	 the	 effective	 application	 of	 the	 rules	 guiding	 the	 operation	 of	 the	 food	
chain. Civil Society in the EU calls for a better simplification of legislation and smarter 
regulation thus reducing administrative burden for operators and simplifying the regulatory 
environment. 

•	 Another	 very	 important	 issue	 for	 us	 as	 civil	 society	 representatives	 is	 food waste. 
According to EESC every year 89 million tons of food ends up in the trash in the EU. Up to 
30%	of	the	total	ends	in	waste,	above	all	 in	times	of	crisis	 it	 is	unacceptable.	 In	a	time	of	
economic	crisis	with	unemployment	at	the	highest	levels	since	post-war,	while	79 million 
European	citizens	 live	below	the	poverty	 line	and	16	million	depend	on	food	stamps,	89	
million tons of food are left unused and end up thrown out in the trash every year. The 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) encouraged the EU institutions to address 
this issue in the political agenda and proposed the issue as priority of the EESC presidency.

•	 According	to	EESC	it	is	important	to	implement	an	organised	plan	of	action	on	a	European	
level that combines EU and national measures to make the food supply and consumption 
chains	more	efficient	and	to	confront	the	problem	of	waste	as	soon	as	possible.	It	is	not	just	
about	 food	security	and	efficient	use	of	 resources	but	also	about	answering	a	more	and	
more pressing social problem.

 
Some thoughts from Group III member, George 
Cingal (FR), on NAT 593 - “Water Blue Print” 
The	opinion	drafted	by	myself,	Georges	Cingal	(rapporteur),	and	An	Le	
Nouail-Marlière (co-rapporteuse) was presented to the members at our 
plenary session on July 10th 2013. This EESC opinion is underlying the 
gap between the data bases provided by the Member States and the 
local	situations	would	require	some	concrete	decisions:	

- some independent investigation to get a finer picture of the situations

-	 ensuring	that	water	resources	come	first	(before	energy!)

- need for a clear definition of “water stress” to make the decision before it is too late;

- a lengthening of the list of polluting substances to be monitored

-	 improve	the	quality	of	the	water	treatment	works	effluent	through	tertiary	treatment

- ensuring the right to water and sanitation (in reference to the European Citizen Initiative 
 you can still support: right2water.eu)

Our members may be interested in some recent pieces of news about water. Such new 
signals probably account for the very welcome support that we received in the plenary.

In French:

des particules qui donnent la chair de moule (video) : http://www.expeditionmed.eu/fr/
fr/2013/05/des-particules-de-plastiques-qui-donnenet-la-chair-de-moule-10mn/

l’impact des rejets de dragages en mer (text) : http://www.sudouest.fr/2013/05/23/le-clapage-
en-mer-pourrait-etre-une-solution-1061631-2918.php

In English:

microplastic contamination (cosmetics…) of  pristine-looking lake : http://www.worldcrunch.
com/tech-science/bits-of-plastic-everywhere-in-switzerland-039-s-scenic-lake-geneva/epfl-
lac-leman-pollution-ocean-research/c4s12127/

glyphosate in urines of citizens in 18 countries across Europe : http://www.foeeurope.org/
glyphosate-reasons-for-concern-briefing-130613

 

Left (centre) Group III member Grace ATTARD 
(MT) 

The EESC features in 
the Youth in Action 
Programme in Malta
The Youth in Action Programme 
takes	place	every	year	in	a	different	
Member State. This year it was 
held in Malta in August with the 
theme	 ‘Citizenship’.	 It	 involved	

an	exchange	of	about	80	students	 from	different	Member	States.	The	youths	were	given	
the	opportunity	to	meet,	listen	and	ask	questions	to	different	people	who	are	working	in	
important	institutions	in	the	EU,	including	MEPs,	the	EU	Commission	and	the	EESC,	to	help	
young people understand the democratic process at EU level. 

As	representative	of	Civil	Society,	I	was	invited	to	speak	about	the	EESC.	The	sessions	took	
off	with	questions	on	“What	does	European	Citizenship	mean	to	you?”,	“Do	you	believe	in	
a	United	Europe?”,	“Will	you	exercise	your	right	to	vote	for	European	Elections?”	and “How 
does the EESC function in a democratic process?”. The lively discussion provided a mixture 
of ideas ranging from scepticism to strong support for a United Europe. However during the 
debate,	there	was	a	serious	lack	of	awareness	on	how	the	EESC	functions.	The	discussion	
was followed by two workshops.

Workshop 1 - Addressing Youth Unemployment: The first group of about 30 young 
people	between	16	and	20	years	old,	formed	groups	of	three,	representing	Employers,	Trade	
unions	and	Various	Interests	Groups	to	seek	to	reach	agreement	on	this	topic.	(encouraging	
the spirit of consensus) based on the EESC structure.3 Comments by the ‘Employers 
representatives’	were	 in	 favour	of	 employing	 	more	 young	people	 so	 that	 they	 can	gain	
experience;	 they	would	 offer	 sponsorship	 programmes	 for	 young	 people	 in	 factories	 or	
enterprise.	However	you	can	lose	them	if	they	find	a	better	job.	‘Representatives	of	NGOs’	
stated	 that	 young	people	 can	gain	experience	 from	Youth	organisations,	 they	are	 full	 of	
energy with new ideas and have more time to work in a company. Other students want 
to study a particular area in which they are interested but do not know how to find the 
right	job	related	to	their	studies.	‘Trade	Union	representatives’	stated	that	education	paths	
should	ensure	they	offer	traineeships	that	lead	to	jobs;	too	many	young	people	are	highly	
qualified	but	do	not	find	a	 job.	Countries	 should	make	 farming	more	 attractive	 through	
better education

Workshop 2 - Addressing employment of older workers: The second group also 
simulated a discussion based on the EESC structure on the theme ‘Addressing the 
employment	of	persons	over	50	years’.	Some	of	the	comments	by	‘Employers	representatives’	
were	quite	varied	ranging	from	a	preference	to	choose	younger	workers	between	20	and	
30 as they are more creative and energetic to a choice of elderly persons as they are more 
committed,	 they	are	not	 lazy,	 they	have	more	experience	and	are	more	 responsible	and	
can	teach	younger	workers,	but	they	take	longer	to	learn	and	their	knowledge	is	‘old’.	‘Trade	
Union	representatives’	focused	more	on	social	aspects	such	as	they	need	to	work	to	earn	
money to sustain the family and at the same contribute by paying taxes and they can be 
single	parents.	‘NGO	representatives’	focused	more	on	rights	such	as	there	shouldn’t	be	age	
discrimination. A doctor should decide whether an employee should retire.

It was a really interesting experience and the participation and the engagement of the 
young people during the workshop sessions was fantastic in spite of the intense heat of the 
Maltese	summer!

Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role

 

 

Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG)
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group
President of the NAT Section

 



Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 

At its plenary session on 10-11 July the European Economic and 
Social Committee (EESC) adopted the following opinions for 
which Group III members were Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Mindaugas MACIULEVIČIUS (LT) – NAT/599 “Trade 
arrangements applicable to certain goods, resulting 
from the processing of agricultural products” (EESC 
opinion 3028/2013)

The EESC appreciates that the proposed Regulation 
represents a “Lisbonisation” of current provisions with no substantial 
changes, but at the same time calls for an in-depth revision of trade 
policies. On a number of occasions the EESC has expressed its support 
for free trade agreements and preferential trade arrangements and 
emphasised the importance of WTO negotiations. However, the EESC 
stresses that the EU, being the leading importer of food products 
globally, has a fundamental role to play in terms of promoting its 
own highest standards of environmental and social protection, 
food safety and quality and animal welfare. The EESC notes that 
import duties, and especially their agricultural component, should 
be supplemented by additional environmental, social, food safety 
and animal welfare components, which could be used as a tool for 
disseminating EU values with regard to food production to third 
countries. These components should be reduced only if the producer 
of exports to the EU respects these values. This way of sharing our 
societal values will in the long term improve the resilience and 
sustainability of the global food production system. 

Pavel TRANTINA (CZ) – SOC/476 “Rethinking 
Education: Investing in skills for better socio-
economic outcomes” (EESC opinion 658/2013)

The current economic and social crisis is imposing 
constraints on the budgetary decisions of the 

EU and its Member States. The Committee warns against the cuts 
currently being applied to education budgets. Aware that there are 
significant shortcomings in education systems, the EESC wishes to 
recommend:

•	 implementing	 the	measures	now	being	proposed,	 incorporating	
them into other initiatives aimed at integrating young people into 
the labour market;

•	 encouraging	 the	 incorporation	 into	 education	 policies	 and	
programmes of the acquisition of entrepreneurial skills; 

•	 recognising	and	valuing	non-formal	learning;

•	 adopting	 common	 rules	 and	 principles	 for	 systems	 that	 will	
guarantee the recognition and validation of non-formal learning;

•	 investing	 in	 training and hiring good teachers, improving their 
academic and professional training, striving to ensure gender 
balance in teacher recruitment;

•	 viewing	 education	 and	 training	 budgets	 as	 investments	 in	 the	
future; and ensuring that all stakeholders are involved in framing 
and monitoring educational policies.

Evelyne PICHENOT (FR) – INT/698 “Disclosure of non-financial and 
diversity information by certain large companies and groups” (EESC 
opinion 3548/2013)

The Committee whilst welcoming the Commission’s 
proposed amendments recommends that the 
European Parliament and the Council take 
account of the balance achieved with these 
amendments, which increase transparency 
regarding environmental, social and corporate 

governance (ESG). The Commission’s proposal constitutes a flexible 
and appropriate mechanism for improving communication with 
shareholders, investors, employees and other stakeholders. This 
proposal is targeted at large companies only, in order to avoid 
imposing additional burdens on smaller businesses.

Michael SMYTH (UK) – ECO/347 “Long-term 
financing of the European economy” (EESC opinion 
2677/2013)

The EESC welcomes the Green Paper’s focus on 
productive investment and the formation of long-

lived tangible and intangible capital but urges the Commission to 
give greater attention to the need to finance more “socially useful” 
capital investment. If banks are likely to play a less prominent role 
in the future as providers of long-term financing, then opportunities 
may arise for other intermediaries such as national and multilateral 
development banks, institutional investors, sovereign funds and, 
crucially, bond markets. The Committee welcomes the recent 
recapitalisation of the EIB as this will strengthen its ability to 
leverage additional private investment finance and to play a 
stronger countercyclical role in investment funding and credit 
supply to SMEs. While a EUR 10 billion capital injection is significant 
the EESC considers it to be short of what is needed in the present 
circumstances.

Similarly the arrival of EU 2020 Project Bonds, albeit in a pilot phase, 
is also a positive development. If initiatives such as Project Bonds 
succeed in expanding the market for bond finance they should 
be ramped up once the pilot phase is completed and evaluated. 
While some Member States have embarked on special savings 
schemes to mobilise longer-term savings hypothecated to wider 
social investments, the creation of an EU or Eurozone wide savings 
vehicle, perhaps offering an interest rate premium may be worth 
considering. The EESC would like to see greater emphasis placed on 
socially responsible investment and proposes the establishment of 
an observatory to monitor long-term investment conditions.

In the context of socially responsible investment, it should be possible 
to design and market suitable low or zero tax personal savings 
products with appropriate annual limits so as to encourage greater 
long-term financial planning. The EESC welcomes the Commission’s 
suggestions about enhanced voting rights and dividends for long-
term investors and changes to the shareholders’ rights directive. 
Consideration could be given to a co-ordinated use of capital gains 
tax allowances to incentivise longer-term shareholding by fund 
managers. 

The EESC proposes that the EIF’s role should be enlarged beyond 
providing loans to include the provision of venture capital. If the 
EIF, like the EIB, were to be adequately recapitalised then it could 
become one of the main providers venture finance for SMEs.

In conclusion, given that national and regional governments are 
already in the business of promoting the survival and long-term 
growth of SMEs through their regional development bodies, there 
is a case for these bodies to take on a role in the operation of such 

SME trading platforms. This role could range from assessing the 
credit worthiness of client SMEs to providing limited guarantees to 
institutional investors.

Ionuţ SIBIAN (RO) – REX/381 “The role of civil 
society in EU-Serbia relations” (EESC opinion 
1176/2013)

In this exploratory opinion, requested by the 
European Commission, the EESC lists eight key 

recommendations aiming at consolidating Serbian civil society 
organisations, both internally and in view of involving them in the 
future accession negotiations of Serbia to the EU. Amongst them are:

•	 Expertise	 coming	 from	 civil	 society	 organisations	 is	 needed	 to 
efficiently tackle sensitive issues such as the rule of law, the rights 
of minorities, and the fight against discrimination.

•	 The	Serbian	Office	for	Cooperation	with	Civil	Society	Organisations	
needs to be further strengthened.

•	 The	allocation	of	funds	from	the	state	budget	to	the	CSOs	must be 
made more transparent.

The Committee also praises the agreement signed by Belgrade and 
Prishtina in their EU-mediated dialogue on 19 April 2013 and calls 
on the parties involved to work towards its full implementation. In 
conclusion, it welcomes the opening of accession negotiations and 
calls on an EU-Serbia Joint Consultative Committee to be established 
between the EESC and Serbian civil society organisations so that civil 
society views and concerns can be reflected during the upcoming 
accession negotiations. 

Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) – INT/697 
“Trademarks” (EESC opinion 3456/2013)

In this opinion, the EESC welcomes the European 
Commission’s proposal, which will very significantly 
improve the current legal framework in the 

legislations of the Member States: in particular, it will simplify 
system for the registration of trademarks throughout the EU and 
will increase levels of intellectual property protection, mainly by 
means of the clarification of the system for goods in transit, the 
inclusion of new criteria for registration, such as sound marks, and 
certain specifications on the protection of geographical indications 
and on non-EU languages, etc.  Moreover, the Proposal for a 
Directive’s inclusion of collective marks and guarantee marks will 
be very important for businesses and consumers. The Committee 
also is pleased to see the alignment of the principal procedural 
rules since this would establish common rules for the designation 
and classification of goods and services, in line with the principles 
established by the Court of Justice, and ex officio examination 
and the opposition procedure and the procedure for revocation or 
declaration of invalidity. However, the EESC wishes to express its 
surprise that the proposal to amend Regulation (EC) No 207/2009 on 
the Community trade mark (COM(2013) 161 final of 27.3.2013) was 
not submitted to it for its advisory opinion.
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