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In June, the EESC organised a hearing on the review of 
the Small Business Act (SBA) launched by the European 
Commission. As you may probably know, this concerns a 
number of recommendations adopted by the Council for 
a vigorous SME policy at both Community and Member 
State level. At regular intervals, the Commission carries out 
assessments - reviews - of how the SBA is being applied in 
practice. The Committee is currently in the process of drawing-
up an opinion on the subject (INT/573) and I have the honour 
to have been chosen as Rapporteur. 

Because SME policy spans almost the full range of economic 
and social issues, we thought it a good idea when preparing 
this opinion to organise a hearing for all Committee members 
with an interest in this area, civil society stakeholders and 
all the relevant specialists and authorities. On Tuesday 
28 June 2011, about 50 people took part in the very open 
discussion, which was attended by the expert of the relevant 

Commissioner and representatives of the DGs concerned, as 
well as Group I President, Mr Malosse, who was co-rapporteur 
for the previous EESC opinion on the SBA review. 

It should be said that there is growing awareness about 
the need for a strong SME policy, both in European 
policy and in the Member States. Clear progress has been 
made: however, a number of Member States are nevertheless 
lagging behind. Moreover, many small businesses still feel 
too disconnected from the European Union and view 
it as an unwieldy administrative machine, sometimes 
even as a threat. Such a lack of faith in Europe does, 
therefore, need be remedied. 

This is really necessary since SMEs provide socio-economic 
leverage for the future of the Union. The great majority 
of European businesses are small, but they do account 
for a significant number of jobs. It is therefore high 
time that, when socio-economic policy is being devised,  

we look upon SMEs as the norm and not the exception. 
This was the common thread running through the statements 
made at the Committee hearing. It is also the main thrust of 
the draft opinion which we hope to put to the Committee 
plenary assembly in the autumn and for which we are aiming 
to secure solid majority support. 

SME owners and their staff are expecting concrete, 
visible results, and Europe - now more than ever - has 
to be their ally. This means – likewise, more than ever 
before - making “think small first” and, above all, “act 
small first” the norm.

To read more about the hearing and consult the relevant EESC 
Press Release “It is time to move up a gear for SMEs”, please see:

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=por tal.en.events- and-
activities-small-business-act-review

Championing environmental justice, sustainable development 
and participatory democracy
The European Environmental Bureau (EEB), set up in Brussels in 
1974, is Europe’s largest coalition of grassroots environmental 
organisations. What makes it stand out is its expert insight on a 
vast amount of environmental issues; ranging from biodiversity, to 
waste, nanotechnology, chemicals, eco-labelling, climate change 
and many others. 

Europe III asked Jeremy Wates, the new recently-appointed 
Secretary-General of the EEB, for his thoughts and aspirations on the 
organisation’s past, present and its future.

EUROPE III: In a nutshell, what is the European Environmental 
Bureau, what are its main goals and how does it fit within the 
landscape of environmental groups in Europe?

The EEB is a federation of environmental organisations that was set 
up nearly four decades ago to promote environmental issues on a 
European level. We bring together more than 140 environmental 
organisations from 29 European countries representing some 
15 million environmentally concerned citizens. Partly linked to 
the breadth of our membership, we address a broad range of 
issues which include frontline topics like climate change and 
biodiversity loss as well as less debated subjects like ecological 
product design, noise and nanotechnology. The EEB also works 
on horizontal issues that do not necessarily make news headlines 
but make a big difference, such as environmental fiscal reform, 

the EU budget and measures to improve implementation 
and enforcement of environmental law. The EEB pursues its 
environmental goals within a broader sustainable development 
agenda, in which social justice, participatory democracy and a 
truly green economy are key elements.

EUROPE III: How is the EEB structured and how do you cooperate 
with other organisations?

The broad strategic direction of the organisation is overseen 
by a 27-member Board bringing perspectives from all corners 
of Europe. Our office in Brussels serves as the hub of the 
organisation, seeking to bring an environmental voice right 
into the heart of the EU decision-making processes and at the 
same time feeding information back to our members about 
developments at EU level, which they can then use to lobby 
within the capitals. Specialised EEB working groups involving 
experts from our member organisations work on issues such as 
energy, agriculture, biodiversity and waste. We collaborate closely 
with the European offices of other environmental networks like 
Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace and WWF within the framework 
of the so-called Green 10. We also cooperate with organisations 
having a social agenda within the framework of the Spring 
Alliance, whose members include trades unions and social and 
development organisations.

EUROPE III: What do you see as the EEB’s greatest achievements 
over the past decade?

The EEB has positively influenced progress in a number of 
specific areas, such as waste recycling targets, REACH  , adoption 
and implementation of the Water Framework Directive and the 
negotiation of the Industrial Emissions Directive to mention a 
few. We also had a substantial influence on the shape of the Sixth 
Environmental Action Programme (2002-2012). Aside from these 
specific achievements, the EEB maintains continuous pressure 
on key decision-makers to give higher priority to environmental 
issues – or in times of economic recession, to prevent such issues 
from slipping down the agenda. One example of how we do that 
is through the EEB memoranda which are submitted to each 
incoming EU Presidency: this is used, not only by the Presidency 
but by other Member States, as a sort of checklist of points 
against which the Presidency’s performance will be monitored, 
in the knowledge that it will be publicly evaluated at the end of 
the Presidency.

EUROPE III: What are your main priorities for the coming year?

REACH will be coming up for review in 2012, and this is one 
area where the EEB will continue to remain actively involved, 
attempting to counter domination by business interests. Resource 
efficiency is another: the prospect of resource targets being 
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established pursuant to the Commission’s Resource Efficiency 
Roadmap will hopefully create new opportunities for introducing 
concrete and innovative measures that lead to more sustainable 
consumption and production, including at Member State level 
through the new system of economic governance known as the 
European semester. There will also be crucial negotiations over 
the EU budget for the period up to 2020 and the corresponding 
sectoral regulations (e.g. CAP, CFP, cohesion funding). More 
generally, the anticipated development of the EU’s Seventh 
Environmental Action Programme and the preparations for the 

Rio+20 Conference will in different ways provide opportunities 
to push for progress across a wide range of issues.

EUROPE III: How do you view the potential for strengthening 
cooperation with EESC in the future?

There are plenty of examples where the EESC is debating 
precisely the topics that are of direct concern to the EEB. The issue 
of participatory democracy is one such example, where the EESC 
has understandably focussed on the European Citizens’ Initiative 
and the EEB with its environmental focus has concentrated on 

the Aarhus Convention. The Rio+20 Conference is another. 
Greater interaction and exchange of ideas can only be to mutual 
benefit. The fact that several Committee members belong to EEB 
member organisations provides a good basis to build on.

To find out more on the EEB, please visit their website:   
http://www.eeb.org

Interview of the month continued..

Quotes of the month…

“Evil can kill a person but never 
conquer a people.” 

Norwegian Prime Minister, Jens Stoltenberg, 
at a rally in Oslo, on 25 July 2011

“If one person can express so 
much hate, imagine how much love a 

whole country can give.” 

Stated by a young teenage survivor of the Utoeya 
Island massacre in Norway on Friday 22 July 2011

News from Group III

Group III launches an 
own-initiative opinion  
on Lisbon Treaty
At the initiative of Luca JAHIER, President of Group III, an 
own-initiative will be drawn-up by the Committee on: 
“Principles, procedures and actions for the implementation 
of Articles 11.1 and 11.2 of the Lisbon Treaty”. The chief 
objectives of the opinion are to develop concrete proposals 

for action in order to urge the Commission to resume its initiative to define appropriate measures in 
implementation of paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 11 of the Treaty, to strengthen cooperation in this 
field with the European Parliament, to begin concrete cooperation with the Council and to build 
a new covenant of wider and permanent organised civil society representatives at European level, 
while also upgrading the Liaison Group of the EESC. This opinion also aims to establish a more ample 
and articulate framework for good practices of structured civil dialogue that have been developed 
either in the EESC, in the various European institutions, or at the national level. The opinion will set-out 
methodological indications for such a study as well as the individuation of a few exemplary cases, for 
a study which, in the medium term, will be entrusted to an external body. Finally, the opinion intends 
to define the framework as well as possible concrete foundations for the construction of a structured 
public space for inter-institutional dialogue with civil society at the European level, following what 
has been proposed in the “Roadmap” produced following the seminar on “Participatory Democracy”, 
held at the EESC on 22 March 2011. To this end, the development of the opinion foresees a continuous 
interlocution with the various European institutions and with civil society organisations and networks 
throughout Europe.

To consult the above-mentioned “Roadmap”, please click here: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-participatory-democracy-prospects

Polish President to open Group III event  
on Volunteering in Warsaw, Poland, 
30 September 2011
 

As announced in our July edition, Group 
III is organising a major conference to 
mark the first-ever Polish Presidency of 
the European Council and the European 
Year on Volunteering 2011. The event 
will take place in Warsaw of Friday 
30 September 2011, in collaboration 
with the Polish Ministry of Labour and 
Social Policy, the Chancellery of the 
President of the Republic of Poland 
and the European Commission.  The 
overarching theme of the conference is: 
“Europe of active citizens: volunteering”. 
Over 250 participants are expected to 

attend, including a wide-ranging selection of Polish civil society organisations and 30 representatives 
from six Eastern Partnership countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldavia and Ukraine). 
The opening session is due to be addressed by the President of Poland, Bronisław KOMOROWSKI 
and László ANDOR, Commissioner responsible for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion along 
with Jolanta FEDAK, Minister for Labour and Social Policy, Irena WÓYCICKA, Undersecretary of State, 
Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland and the President of the EESC, Staffan NILSSON. 

To consult the full programme, please visit our events page on our website: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3-events-and-activities

	  

It is with regret that we bid farewell to our Belgian 
trainee, Marine Jacob, who has been working 
in the Group III Secretariat for the past 6 months. 
During her productive time here, she worked on 
various projects and helped with the organisation 
of the two Group III very successful seminars on 22 
March on “Participatory Democracy” and 27 June 
2011 on the “European Citizen’s Initiative”.  

We extend a warm welcome to our new staff member, 
Susanna Baïzou, who joined the Group III Secretariat 
on 1 July 2011. Susanna previously worked at the REX 
secretariat, notably on the follow-up committee for 
relations between African Caribbean Pacific countries 
and the European Union (ACP/EU) dossier.

Other news that matters

	  

Highlights of the July 2011 EESC Plenary Session

Mr Etele BARÁTH (HU) will chair the study group for the opinion on: 
“EU Strategy for the Atlantic Region” – ECO/306.

Mr Seppo KALLIO (FI) will chair the study group for the opinion on: “A 
Budget for Europe 2020” – ECO/308.

Mr Etele BARÁTH (HU) will chair the study group for the opinion on: 
“System of own resources of the European Union/Implementing 
measures for the system of own resources of the European Union” – 
ECO/309.

Mr Pavel TRANTINA (CZ) is the President for the own-initiative opinion 
on: “Youth employment, technical skills and mobility” – SOC/421.

Mr Luca JAHIER (IT) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative opinion 
on: “Principles, procedures and actions for the implementation of 
Articles 11.1 and 11.2 of the Lisbon Treaty” – SOC/423.

Mr Edouard de LAMAZE (FR) is the Rapporteur working alone for the 
opinion on: “Right of access to a lawyer in criminal proceedings and 
the right to communicate upon arrest” – SOC/424.

Mr Gabriel SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) is the Rapporteur for the opinion 
on: “Common Fisheries Policy” – NAT/501.

Mrs Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG) is the Rapporteur for the complementary 
opinion on: “The CAP towards 2020” –NAT/520.

Mr Thierry LIBAERT (FR) is the Co-Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Energy efficiency” – TEN/460.

Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the Co- Rapporteur for the 
opinion on: “Tax and financial havens, a threat to the EU’s internal 
market” – INT/587.

Dr Renate HEINISCH (DE) is the Rapporteur working alone for the own-
initiative opinion on: “8th R&D Framework Programme: Road maps 
for ageing” – INT/588.

Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “A 
framework for publicity addressed to young people and children” – 
INT/593.

Mrs Grace ATTARD (MT) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative 
opinion on: “Publishing on the move” – CCMI/092.

Mr Carlos TRIAS PINTÓ (ES) is the President for the own-initiative 
opinion on: “What changes for Europe’s banking sector with the new 
financial rules?” – CCMI/094.

Mrs Évelyne PICHENOT (FR) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative 
opinion on: “The EU’s relations with Moldova: What role for organised 
civil society?” – REX/339.

Mr Luca JAHIER (IT) is the Co-Rapporteur for the own-initiative opinion 
on: “Towards an updated study of the cost of non-Europe” – SC/35.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

	  



News from civil society organisations close to Group III 

DISAPPOINTMENT OVER COMMISSION CLIMB-DOWN

On 18 July 2011, BEUC issued a press 
release in which it expresses its 
disappointment over, as it sees it, a 

Commission climb-down on the Access to bank accounts.

To read the full text of the press release, click here: 
http://www.beuc.org/BEUCNoFrame/Docs/1/
DLFODOHDAOPKPFFEHLNPONDKPDWY9D7NED9DW3571KM/
BEUC/docs/DLS/2011-09660-01-E.pdf

COOPERATIVES STILL 
MORE RESILIENT TO THE 
CRISIS

On its website, CECOP has just published its Third Annual 
Report on the Crisis which contains some key elements on how 
cooperatives have faced the financial crisis and the impact on 
worker and social cooperatives of the crisis that flared up in 
2008.

To read the full text of the report, please click here: http://www.
cecop.coop/Cooperatives-still-more-resilient

ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE EU’S 
SCHIZOPHRENIA!

In the editorial of its June 2011 newsletter, 
COFACE criticized the EU on its record on the fight against 
poverty and social exclusion and health issues in general.  

You can read the full text of the editorial here: http://coface-eu.org/
en/Newsletter/2011/E-News-ndeg6-June-2011

DISAPPOINTMENT AT EU COUNCIL MOVE TO CUT FUNDS 
FOR EU FRUIT AND VEGETABLE PRODUCERS

In a press release issued on 
29 July 2011, Copa-Cogeca 
expressed disappointment 

at EU Ministers move to cut funds for EU fruit and vegetable 

producer organisations by as much as € 80 million in the draft 
EU budget for 2012.

To read the relevant press release, please go to: http://www.copa-
cogeca.eu/Main.aspx?page=HomePage 

CLEANING UP SHIPPING IS AN IMPORTANT 
FIRST STEP

In a press release issued on 18 July 2011, the 
EEB welcomed the Commission’s proposal to 

introduce stricter controls on dangerous sulphur in ship fuel.

To full text of the press release can be read here:  http://www.
eeb.org/EEB/index.cfm/news-events/news/ngos-welcome-
commissions-proposal-to-clean-up-shipping-as-important-first-
step/

A WELCOME FOR PROPOSALS FOR A FAIRER RETAIL 
MARKET

On 6 July 2011, Euro Coop 
welcomed the European 
Parliament’s position calling 

for a fairer retail market.

To read the full text of their statement,, please go to: http://www.
eurocoop.coop/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&i
d=423&catid=50&Itemid=182&lang=en

 

EDF MET VICE-PRESIDENT REDING: WE 
AGREE ON THE STRATEGY AND EDF WANTS 
MORE AMBITION

On 12 July 2011, EDF President and Group 
III member, Yannis Vardakastanis, General 

Secretary Rodolfo Cattani and Acting Director Javier Güemes 
met Vice President Reding of the European Commission, who is 
responsible for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship.  The 
goal of the meeting was to propose and define the appropriate 
measures to include persons with disabilities in the next steps 

of the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020. Further to the 
EU conclusion of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, the disability movement brought concrete 
proposals to the meeting to ensure the full implementation of 
the human rights treaty.

To read more about the meeting, please go to: http://www.edf-
feph.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=13855&thebloc=27751

STRICTER CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS 
ARE NEEDED AND WELCOME

In a press release issued on 20 July 2011, 
UEAPME stated that it is pleased that EC proposals on capital 
requirements have taken SMEs’ concerns on board.

To read the full text of the press release, follow: http://www.
ueapme.com/IMG/pdf/110720_pr_CRD.pdf

HIGH-LEVEL MEETING DISCUSSES THE MAJOR 
CHALLENGES FACING YOUTH

EYF have published an article about a youth 
meeting held at the UN in New York on 25 and 
26 July 2011 entitled: “High-level Meeting of the 
65th session of the General Assembly on Youth: 

Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”. UN Member States, 
youth organisations and representatives of entities of the UN 
gathered together to discuss the challenges facing youth 
globally today and adopted a declaration.

To read text of the declaration and learn more about the 
meeting, please go to: http://www.youthforum.org/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1084%3Athe-high-
level-meeting-discuss-on-challenges-facing-youth&catid=25%3
Anews&Itemid=30&lang=en

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
The Liberal Professions form a part of “SMEs, Crafts and Professions” 
Category. For the current mandate, the elected spokesperson for the 
Liberal professions, Carlos Pereira Martins, intends to broaden the 
visibility of the Liberal Professions and increase its importance which 
he considers, in fact, to have lost ground during the last mandates. In 
accordance with this primary objective, the Category held a second 
annual public meeting entitled: “European Day of the Liberal 
Professions” (EDLP) on 6th June 2011. 

Around sixty representatives of national and European Liberal 
Professions organisations were invited to participate. The meeting 
began with welcome addresses by Luca Jahier, President of Group 
III and Carlos Pereira Martins, co-spokesperson of the “SME’s, Crafts 
and the Professions” Category. President Jahier presented the role 
of the EESC as a house of civil dialogue among different sectors 
of different Member States and the role of the Categories within 
that context. Mr Pereira Martins outlined the aims of the meeting 
underlying the increase of visibility for the Liberal Professions within 
the Category and the need for an upgrading of the image of the 
Liberal Professions in the European Union. 

In the first panel discussion, Jürgen Tiedje, Head of Unit – Professional 
qualifications - DG Internal Market and Services delivered a keynote 
speech on “The future of the Liberal Professions in the internal 
market with the directive on the recognition of professional 
qualifications” in which he touched on three main points: the 
Single Market Act, the Directive on Professional Qualifications and 
the Professional Card. He announced the publication of a Green Paper 
of Professional Qualifications in June to be followed by legislation by 

the end of the year and invited national and European organisations 
to participate in a public consultation, on this issue. The next panel 
discussion centred around “Transparency, Independence and 
Qualification: European: core values of Liberal Professions 
and their monitoring”. Continuing the discussions, the participants 
exchanged views on “Orders, colleges and Liberal Professional 
Associations as Players under the single market and the 
professional qualification directive” which included interventions 
from the Presidents of Liberal Profession’s organisations from Austria, 
Portugal and Germany. In the final panel Henri Malosse, member 
of the Category and President of Group I (Employers) and Thomas 
Palmgren, co-spokesperson of the “SME’s, Crafts and the Professions” 
Category addressed the issue of “Are Liberal Professions SMEs?”

In his concluding remarks, Carlos Pereira Martins recalled some 
focal points arising from the debates, namely the importance 
of establishing a dialogue in 2012 in order to overcome the 
cultural and ideological differences linked to the definition 
and the image of Liberal Professions in the EU Member States. 
Furthermore, he underlined the need to define clear differences in the 
definition of professional profiles in the Member States, based on the 
references to academic qualifications and competences needed to 
practice in these fields of expertise.

The next meeting of the “SMEs, Crafts and the Professions” Category is 
due to take place on Thursday 6th October 2011

More on the above EDLP meeting can be found at: http://www.
eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.smes-professions-and-crafts-
category-documents.18809

The “Consumers and Environment” Category is planning 
a meeting on 14th September 2011. Three points intended for 
discussion are the Financial Services Directive on accounting and 
mortgage credit; the programme of the Polish Presidency in relation 
to consumer and environment issues and planning for the European 
Consumers Day in Copenhagen on 15th March 2012.

    

The “Social Economy” Category is planning a meeting on 18th 
October 2011. The main topic for discussion will be the review of the 
Structural Funds and it is intended to invite specialised Commission 
officials from the DGs leading the process (DG Regio, DG Employment 
and DG Agriculture) to attend. Some practical examples of how 
the Structural Funds are successfully being used to promote Social 
Economy, and/or to support the work Social Economy organisations 
are doing, will also form part of the discussion.

The next meeting of the “Farmers” Category is planned for 23rd 
November 2011. The specific agenda items will be announced, in due 
course.

More information on the work of the categories can be 
found on our website (http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3), by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, 
or the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

 



Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 

At its plenary session on 13-14 July 2011 the European 
Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted the 
following opinions for which Group III members were 
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Panagiotis GKOFAS (EL) – INT/418 
“Intellectual property rights in the music 
sector” (EESC opinion 1157/2011)

In this own-initiative opinion, the Committee 
asserts that the protection of copyright 

and the related rights of performers in the music industry 
is a subject that must be addressed by civil society. The 
EESC recommends that a single legislative framework be 
established for: a) granting licences for the representation of 
copyright holders, b) framing agreements on the exploitation 
of authors’ copyright, and c) the use of mediation in the event 
of differences or disagreements. This could help both users and 
consumers and copyright holding authors to resolve disputes 
concerning the use of a work. It requires the establishment at 
national level of a single arbitration body for resolving disputes 
between copyright holders and users. This body would also 
be responsible for monitoring transparency regarding the full 
payment to copyright holders of payments collected by the 
collecting societies.

Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES) – 
INT/570 “Green Paper on the modernisation 
of EU public procurement policy: towards a 
more efficient European Procurement Market” 
(EESC opinion 1162/2011)

The EESC welcomes the debate initiated by the 
Commission in its Green Paper in view of a modernisation of EU 
public procurement policy with a higher degree of efficiency 
in the context of a better functioning Single Market that is 
more innovative, greener, and more social. However, it insists 
that any further revision should be prepared with the same 
care and precision as was done in 2004 and that unnecessary 
bureaucracy has to be reduced for the best results for everybody. 
Complicated legislation and widespread “gold plating” in 
Member States that goes beyond the rules and the content of 
the Directive must be avoided. The EESC emphasises that the 
principles of openness and transparency as well as efficiency, 
legal certainty, value for money, competition, accessibility to 
the market for SMEs and liberal professions, proportionality, 
increasing cross-border contracts, avoidance of discrimination 
and corruption, and the need for professionalism remain as 
valid as before and underlines the impact and importance 
of innovative, environmental and social aspects of Europe 
2020 also for public procurement. Therefore, the Committee 
considers it a significant shortcoming that the Green Paper 
does not discuss the lack of professionalism and corresponding 
risk-aversion of public authorities. One of the main objectives of 
the Directives is to combat favouritism, fraud and corruption. In 
modernising the Directives, anything which dilutes their rigour 
should be avoided. The Committee considers that advertising 
all public contracts through an e-Tendering process in advance 
would help to prevent abuses and recommends an analysis of 
(best) practices and examples in Member States followed by 
measures to open up markets.

Gerd WOLF (DE) – INT/571 “Green Paper - 
From Challenges to Opportunities: towards a 
common strategic framework for EU research 
and innovation funding” (EESC opinion 
1163/2011)

While welcoming the Commission’s Green Paper and the 
goals it formulates, and while confirming previous opinions 
on the matter, the Committee makes a number of specific 
recommendations for action, amongst which, it says that the 
European Commission should, finally raise the future budget 
for research and innovation to the level that truly reflects their 
stated importance and key role within the Europe 2020 strategy 
and target structural funds to as yet under-represented regions 
and improve connections between the Structural Funds and 
the Framework Programme. Moreover, the EESC calls on the 
Commission to appeal to the Member States to fulfil their 
essential part of the Europe 2020 strategy by investing more 
– even at a time of budgetary constraints – in education 
(especially universities), R&D and innovation, and finally 
reaching or preferably exceeding the famous 3% R&D goal, 
which dates back to the Lisbon Strategy.

Gerd WOLF (DE) – INT/576 “EURATOM Framework 
Programme” (EESC opinion 1164/2011)

In the wake of the nuclear accident in Fukushima, the EESC 
states that a reassessment of the Euratom R&D framework 
programme (2012-13 period) is urgently warranted. It urges 
that research on fission reactor technology should concentrate 
on improving reactor safety, on reducing and disposing 
of long-lived radioactive waste and on monitoring fissile 
material and radiation protection. Moreover, the Committee 
recommends that development work on energy production 
from nuclear fusion should be pursued vigorously in view of 
the potential safety and other advantages of this technology, 
with the international partnership-based ITER project playing 
the central role. It also maintains that appropriate training 
should be provided to ensure that there are enough highly 
skilled specialists and that enough basic knowledge is taught 
in schools about these technologies and radioactive emissions, 
the risks they pose and how they are measured and suggests 
that the Commission check whether sufficient resources have 
been allocated to meet the goals it has set or whether they 
need to be bolstered.

  

Reine-Claude MADER (FR) – INT/577 “Credit 
agreements relating to residential property” 
(EESC opinion 1165/2011)

In this opinion, the Committee supports 
the Commission’s objective of creating the 
necessary conditions for the development 

of an efficient and competitive single market in order to 
restore consumer confidence and bolster financial stability. 
It nevertheless fears that what is contained in the proposal 
is not enough to achieve this objective. It considers that the 
measures aimed at ensuring responsible lending are not 
enough in themselves to improve market conditions and help 
to prevent over-indebtedness. It also feels that the proposal 
does not contribute to the achievement of the single market 
in mortgages in general and regrets that, in this area, use of an 
optional instrument has not been considered. The Committee 
suggests that certain provisions be clarified or enlarged upon 
in order to enhance consumer information on variable rates. 
In conclusion, the Committee recommends that borrowers 
should be able to choose the insurance coverage for their loan 
in order to increase competition amongst insurers.

Reine-Claude MADER (FR) – ECO/293 “Green Paper on the 
Future of VAT: towards a simpler, more robust and efficient VAT 
system” (EESC opinion 1168/2011)

The Committee unreservedly endorses the Commission’s 
initiative to consider overhauling the VAT system bearing in 
mind that until now, the Council has always resisted proposals 
to reform the system as a whole. Operational costs for users and 
administrative charges should be reduced while cutting back 
on attempted fraud. The opinion also points out the needs of 
consumers, who ultimately bear the costs of this tax and pay for 
its inefficiency. One particularly sensitive issue is that of dealing 
with cross-border transactions. The Committee feels that from 
a rational point of view, the tax should be levied in the Member 
State of origin under the same conditions as internal trade. A 
step-by-step approach should be pursued. The best option 
would probably be generalised taxation in the Member State 
of destination while maintaining the principles of the current 
system. At the same time, the reverse charge mechanism 
should be adopted generally, optionally at first and then on a 
compulsory basis. 

 

Etele BARÁTH (HU) – ECO/287 “Regional 
Policy contributing to smart growth in Europe 
2020” (EESC Opinion 1167/2011)

While welcoming and appreciating the 
Commission’s wish to promote “innovation in all 
regions and while ensuring complementarity 

between EU, national and regional support for innovation 
and R&D”, the Committee nevertheless feels that the research 
should not be funded solely through cohesion policy, but 
also from all of the other funds. It believes that the pursuit of 
smart growth should have its own regional structure, backed 
up by the specific needs of sectors, districts, clusters, or macro-
regions, and connected to research institutes and universities 
that already exist and/or need to be bolstered and to local 

businesses and communication networks that can facilitate its 
anchoring and development on the ground, while favouring 
specialisation and regional governance. Moreover, the EESC is 
disappointed at the considerable inequalities which exist not 
only between the different regions of the EU, but also within 
some Member States. These inequalities are also present in the 
R&D and innovation sectors; this demonstrates why there is a 
need to strengthen economic, social and territorial cohesion 
policy towards 2020. The EESC welcomes the fact that the 
Commission is highlighting a number of problems and bringing 
regional policy into play with its Europe 2020 programme 
Innovation Union and its communication on smart growth. 
Although to a large extent it is decentralised measures that 
encourage renewal, these cannot be achieved without funding: 
support and policies must be the same everywhere. Regional 
policy is essential to achieve intelligent growth and indeed to 
encourage and assist national and regional governments to 
build strategies for smart specialisation that help regions to 
identify their best assets.

 

Carlos TRÍAS PINTO (ES) – ECO/297 
“Financial education and responsible 
consumption of financial products” (EESC 
Opinion 1170/2011)

In this own-initiative opinion the EESC 
recognises that the European Commission and the OECD have 
responded to growing complexity and the lack of transparency 
in the financial system and, therefore, calls on the financial 
industry to apply the new legislation properly and to self-
regulate in order to foster appropriate and honest practices, 
making it easier to access transparent financial products. The 
EESC calls for financial education to become a compulsory 
subject on the school curriculum, and this education should 
be followed up in training and retraining programmes for 
workers. As a subject, financial education should encourage 
responsible saving and promote socially responsible financial 
products. Financial education that is accessible to everyone 
will benefit society as a whole. The financial industry itself has 
an obligation to be actively involved in programmes focusing 
on both microfinance and education, and in the provision of 
access to basic financial services. In conclusion, the Committee 
stresses that the needs of financial-product users must be a 
priority issue at high-level international meetings such as the 
G-20 summits. It therefore calls for the setting-up of a group of 
experts in consumer financial protection.

 

Seppo KALLIO (FI) - NAT/497 “The Eastern 
Partnership and the eastern dimension of EU 
policies, with a particular emphasis on the EU’s 
Agricultural policy, food safety, undisturbed 
trade, greater cooperation and development 
aid, strategic partnership” (EESC 1178/2011)

In this exploratory opinion, requested by the Polish Presidency, 
the EESC stresses that agriculture and food sector must play 
a more concrete role in cooperation agreements between 
the EU and the partnership countries seeing that until now 
the position of agricultural policy has been non-existent in 
the Platform on Economic Integration and Convergence with 
EU Policies. The EESC is strongly of the view that agriculture 
is an extremely important sector for the economic, social and 
regional development of the partnership countries. Meeting the 
objectives set will require favourable agricultural development. 
Investing in agriculture and developing the sector are also 
key conditions for reducing poverty in rural areas. Moreover, 
the Committee regards as important the development of 
the competitiveness of the partnership countries’ agricultural 
products and foodstuffs as well as the development of food 
safety and the quality of food. Observing the regulations and 
standards set out in the WTO Agreement on the Application 
of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, (SPS Agreement), 
has proven to be a major problem in ensuring market access 
for foodstuffs from the partnership countries and this has 
been identified as a key bottleneck in the trade of agricultural 
products. The EESC proposes that the subject of SPS become 
a new special point under the flagship initiatives and believes 
that there should be considerable additional support for food 
sector organisations from the Eastern Partnership countries. 
Organisations must be involved extensively in the civil society 
forum which implies a stronger role for the EESC in addition 
to balanced participation in this important work of the 
organisations it represents.
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