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Luca JAHIER (IT)

President of Group III

How can volunteering contribute to active citizenship? What is 
the contribution of volunteering to social cohesion, economic 
growth and inclusiveness? How can we ensure a more effective 
and sustainable voluntary environment? These are some of 
the questions that we debated at the Group III conference 
in Warsaw on 30 September, with the active participation 
of H.E. Mr Komorowski, President of the Republic of Poland, 
Mr Ador, EU Commissioner responsible for employment, 
social affairs and inclusion and Mr Nilsson, President of the 
European Economic and Social Committee. Co-organised 
with the Chancellery of the President of Poland, the Polish 
Ministry for Labour and Social Policy and the Representation 
of the European Commission in Poland, our Group’s decision 
to organise a conference on volunteering reflects the EESC’s 
continued commitment to raise the profile of the voluntary 
sector and to make more visible its contribution to our 
communities, our societies and our economies.
For in 2006, the EESC was the first institution to propose 
making 2011 the European Year of Volunteering. Since 
that date we have continued to promote the sector, most 
recently through the Committee’s Coordinating Group on 
Volunteering, which has worked closely with the ‘European 
Year of Volunteering Alliance’. Raising awareness of the sector 
is crucial, given that in the EU today, almost 100 million citizens 
or 25% of Europe’s population over the age of 15 are involved 
in some form of volunteering. Of course, there are substantial 
differences among EU countries in the percentage of the 

population involved in volunteering and there are differences 
in the economic impact of these activities. However, as a 
whole, the voluntary sector constitutes 5% of Europe’s GDP. 
Unfortunately, the economic value of volunteering is largely 
unknown. It is for this reason that we decided to dedicate one 
section of our conference to measuring the economic impact 
of volunteering, which also implies an agreed definition or 
description of volunteers.
Personally, I think that the best description of volunteers that 
we heard during our conference was ‘Volunteers don’t get paid 
because they are priceless’!  This perfectly encapsulates the 
spontaneity and creativity of volunteers, the personal rewards 
and social contribution that characterise the sector. However, 
for volunteers to be ‘priceless’, they have to be able to operate 
in an environment which allows them to perform as well 
as possible. As we saw during our discussions, this involves 
firstly, the availability of sustainable financing. Secondly, 
national legislation that actively encourages volunteering, 
protects volunteers and removes legal impediments to their 
activities, whilst also being careful to avoid over-regulation. At 
the European level, in the future we may see the introduction 
of a European Charter of Volunteering. The third necessary 
condition for an effective voluntary sector is the existence of 
an efficient infrastructure for volunteering in EU countries. 
Last but not least, we heard that it is necessary to promote 
the skills and competences gained through volunteering, for 
example the non-formal education and informal learning. For 

this reason, I hope that the future ‘European Skills Passport’ 
will take into consideration the needs and aspirations of the 
voluntary sector.
The 2011 European Year of Volunteering is now almost at an 
end. In the remaining few weeks, the European authorities 
will undoubtedly receive many recommendations from the 
sector, including from our own EESC Coordinating Group 
on Volunteering. My personal view is that 2011 has been a 
excellent opportunity to raise awareness and to increase the 
visibility of the voluntary sector. But the end of 2011 is not far 
away. We need to already start to think how we can maintain 
the momentum of this year, how to keep the voluntary sector 
in the national and European public agendas. Although 
I welcome the recent Council Conclusions on the role of 
voluntary work in social policy and the EC Communication 
on EU policies and volunteering, I believe that one way to 
maintain the momentum would be for the EC to adopt a 
White Paper on volunteering which could form the basis for 
consultations and future policy initiatives. I would also like 
to express my sincere hope that the national and European 
networks of voluntary organisations that have been created 
during this year, will continue to be active beyond 2011 and 
that they will continue to involve all relevant stakeholders. 
Ultimately, the future of volunteering is in our hands. We are 
responsible and we are the ones who need to move things 
forward, today!

Highlights of the Group III Warsaw Conference on Volunteering
Group III organised a major conference to mark the first-ever 
Polish Presidency of the European Council and the European Year 
on Volunteering 2011 in Warsaw on Friday 30 September 2011, in 
collaboration with the Polish Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, 
the Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland and the 
European Commission. The overarching theme of the conference 
was: “Europe of active citizens: volunteering” .

“Volunteering is probably the best example of active citizenship. 
Besides the good feeling that comes from volunteering, even 
more important are the benefits it brings to society. Volunteering 
not only helps people to realise their potential and be useful 
to the others for a good cause, but it also contributes to the 
cohesion of society and development of community. And of 
course, it deserves our support.”

“The Warsaw conference demonstrated that in Europe we still 
have differences in understanding what volunteering means. 
We have to address this issue as it will be difficult to develop the 
sector of volunteering and to support it, if there continues to be 
methodological questions surrounding the sector. On the other 
hand, the conference confirmed once again that volunteering 
is something exciting and something that can ‘produce’  a real 
economic value. And this value, even if still not widely measured, 
is proof of the role of volunteering in our societies.”

Declaration of the PresiDent 
of GrouP iii of the eesc

Conference ‘Europe of Active Citizens: volunteering’ 

Warsaw, 30 September 2011

Volunteering constitutes a fundamental element of active 
citizenship, which contributes to social cohesion and solidarity, 

provides valuable economic benefits to society and enables 
individuals to realise their potential. The European Economic 
and Social Committee (EESC) was the first institution to propose 
a European Year of Volunteering. The realisation of this objective 
in 2011 has provided the opportunity to raise awareness of the 
value-added of the voluntary sector and has helped to make 
voluntary organisations more effective actors at the local, national 
and European levels. The European Year of Volunteering has also 
directly contributed to the recognition of the role of volunteering 
as a resource for societal problem-solving and confidence-
building. Within this context and based on both the work of the 
EESC to date and on the discussions in Warsaw on 30 September 
2011, the following are recommended:

In order to ensure an effective and sustainable voluntary 
environment

- Whilst avoiding over-regulation, it is recommended to create 
a European charter for volunteering and to introduce national 
legislation in EU Member States which would protect volunteers 
and remove legal impediments to their activities. Well-structured 
infrastructure for volunteering in Member States, accessible 
and sustainable funding and measures to promote quality 
volunteering are necessary.
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Raising awareness of the socio-economic contribution of 
the voluntary sector

- Information on the economic impact of volunteering should 
be widely distributed and the skills and competences gained 
through volunteering actively promoted. Moreover, steps should 
be taken to continue to invest in the training of volunteers and 
to recognise the role of the voluntary sector as an instrument for 
decent work and non-discrimination.

Maintaining the momentum for the future 

- Efforts should be made to maintain the momentum of the 
European Year of Volunteering 2011, for example, by adopting 
an EC White Paper on volunteering, continued coordination and 
exchange of best practices among relevant stakeholders, the 
promotion of volunteering among the young and elderly and 
increased support for corporate volunteering.

For the full text of the declaration of the President of Group 
III, please see:

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-
activities-volunteering-warsaw-declaration

Interview of the month continued..

Quotes of the month…

“Beer is proof that God loves us 
and wants us to be happy.” 

Dr. Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 
A noted polymath: author, printer, political theorist, 
politician, postmaster, scientist, musician, inventor, 
satirist, civic activist, statesman, diplomat and one 

of America’s founding fathers

News from Group III

“The spark for new 
growth: our large internal 
market - 500 million 
consumers and 22 million 
enterprises”
During its meeting on Wednesday 21 September 
2011, Group III members listened to a very interesting 
presentation by Mr Pierre Delsaux, Deputy Director-
General of DG Markt, who addressed the Group on behalf 

of Commissioner Barnier on the financial crisis, how it is affecting civil society and how the internal 
market with its key civil society  actors – Consumers, SMEs, Social Entrepreneurs and Liberal Professions 
- can play a vital role in finding a way forward and implementing a sustainable and inclusive growth. 

Having been asked to make an intervention on “For a sustainable and inclusive growth: Consumers, 
SMEs, social entrepreneurs and liberal professions at the hearth of the internal market”, Mr Delsaux 
addressed his comments directly to the four categories that should particularly benefit from the 
Single Marker Act (SMA), which aims at fully exploiting the growth potential represented by the 
single market.

Consumers - confidence must be restored in the financial system and here the Commission adopted 
a number of provisions such as the Directive on Mortgage Credit, the Recommendation on Access 
to Bank Accounts, all actions to improve the transparency of bank charges. Furthermore, confidence 
should be improved in cross-border commerce, namely via Internet and Alternative Dispute 
Resolution should be facilitated.   

SMEs – are a great source of jobs and innovation provided they can obtain the necessary funding. 
In this framework, access to risk-capital throughout Europe, benefitting from the Single European 
Patent and participating in public procurements, with a real chance of success, are paramount. 

Social Entrepreneurs - made a courageous choice, pursuing social, ethical or environmental 
objectives, being not just a source of jobs, but also drivers of inclusion and social innovation - it 
is therefore necessary to improve their access to finance. In the SMA it is proposed to legislate on 
a European Framework for Solidarity Investment Funds and to simplify the regulatory framework. 

Creating a European Statute for Foundations, Mutualities and Cooperatives, or taking initiatives in 
corporate social responsibility, would also help the process. 

Liberal Professions – Europe needs the mobility of skilled workers. The modernisation of the 
legislation on the recognition of professional qualifications is expected by the end of 2011, with 
improvements for the regulated professions, such as the development of a European Professional 
Card for a structured, secure and fast exchange of information among Member States shortening the 
time of recognition of up to 3 or 4 months to some weeks.

On completing his presentation, Mr Delsaux then listened to the “grass root” comments, as he defined 
them, welcoming the interventions of a number of Group III members, in his concluding remarks.

Concerning the views of Consumers and the financial market, Mrs Mader (FR), Spokesperson of the 
“Consumers and Environment” Category, Mrs Federspiel (DK), Rapporteur on the EESC opinion on 
the Single Market Act (INT/OMU/582), Mr Trias Pinto (ES), Mr Balon (PL) and Mrs Attard (MT), all 
welcomed the measures taken by the Commission and expressed the need to progress further with 
stronger obligatory measures and more transparency.

Regarding SMEs, Mr Lannoo (BE), Rapporteur on Opinion on the review of the Small Business Act 
for Europe (INT/573 - EESC opinion 1375/2011, see summary on page IV), praised administrative 
simplification, the adoption of concrete measures for the implementation of the SBA and the 
integration of SMEs policies in the Europe 2020 Strategy.

Mr Cabra de Luna (ES), Spokesperson of the “Social Economy” Category and Mrs Rodert (SE), 
Rapporteur on the Exploratory Opinion requested by the Commission on Social Entrepreneurship 
(INT/589) welcomed the intentions of the Commission to introduce specific rules for the access of 
social enterprises to financing, pointing out their capacity to resist the crisis. Mr Vardakastanis (EL) 
called for making the internal market more accessible for people with disabilities. 

For the Liberal Professions, Mr Pereira Martins (PT), Spokesperson of the “SMEs, Crafts and the 
Professions” Category, Mr de Lamaze (FR) and Mrs Heinisch (DE), stressed the negative effects that the 
crisis was having on professionals and underlined the importance of higher education and continued 
training, in particular, which should be included in the Directive on the Recognition of Professional 
Qualifications. 

Mr Delsaux concluded saying that “the new growth should offer new opportunities to workers, namely 
to Liberal Professions. It should provide trust to consumers and enterprises in the single market. It should 
encourage SMEs and promote social and environmental responsibility”.

	  

Public hearing on the distribution of food 
products for the most deprived persons in 
the EU, 21 November 2011
Following an initiative on “Food Wastage” launched by the President of 
Group III, Luca Jahier and Group III Vice-President, Maureen O’Neill, marking 
the end of the European Year on Poverty 2010, and in view of the ongoing 
highly political and topical debate on the revision of the EU’s scheme for 
distribution of food to the most deprived persons in the Union, the NAT 

section will hold, in the context of its meeting on 21 November 2011, a 
public hearing to discuss the topic with invited speakers representing 
national food banks and other organisations providing food to deprived 
people. 

Please consult “Events & Activities” page of the NAT Section website 
for further details on the hearing:  
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.nat-section

Other news that matters

Highlights of the September 2011 EESC Plenary Session

Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“European Account Preservation Order” – INT/598.

Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the Rapporteur for 
the opinion on: “Internal Market Information System (the “IMI 
Regulation”) – INT/SMO/572.

Mr Cristian PÎRVULESCU (RO) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“European Agenda for the integration of Third-Country Nationals” – 
SOC/427.

Mr Andris GOBIŅŠ (LV) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “European 
Year of Citizens (2013)” – SOC/428.

Mr Juraj STERN (SK) is the Co- Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Modernisation of higher education” – SOC/429.

Mr Seppo KALLIO (FI) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Multiannual plan for the Baltic salmon stock and the fisheries 
exploiting that stock” – NAT/522.

Mrs Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “A 
reinforced value-added European strategy for promoting the tastes of 
Europe” – NAT/525.

Mr Lutz RIBBE (DE) is the President of the study group for the opinion 
on: “6th Community Environment Action Programme” – NAT/528.

Ms Siobhán EGAN (IE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Roadmap 
to a resource efficient Europe” – NAT/529.

Mr Ludvik JÍROVEC (CZ) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Community system for registration of carriers of radioactive 
materials” – TEN/462.

Mr Nikolaos LIOLIOS (EL) is the President of the study group for the 
opinion on: “Recording equipment in road transport” – TEN/463.

Mr Carlos Alberto PEREIRA MARTINS (PT) is the President of the study 
group for the opinion on: “Intergovernmental agreements between 
Member States and third countries in the field of energy” – TEN/464.

Mr Michael SMYTH (UK) is the General Rapporteur for the opinions on: 
“Financial management for certain Member States experiencing or 
threatened with serious difficulties (regulation1083/2006; Financial 
management for certain Member States experiencing or threatened 
with serious difficulties (Repayable assistance and financial 
engineering); Financial management for certain Member States 
experiencing or threatened with serious difficulties (European Fishery 
Fund)” – ECO/310-318.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

President Jahier (right) thanks Mr Delsaux for his participation 
in the Group III meeting on 21 September 2011



News from civil society organisations close to Group III 

CONSUMER RIGHTS DIRECTIVE 
ADOPTED

On 10 October 2011, BEUC issued a press 
release outlining the positive and negative consequences for 
consumers of the Consumers Rights Directive, which had been 
formally adopted by the Council on that same day. Monique 
Goyens, Director-general of BEUC described the directive, 
which revises consumer and shopping laws throughout the 
EU’s 27 Member States, as “the result is a tough compromise.”

To read the full text of the press release, click here: 
h t t p : / / w w w . b e u c . o r g / B E U C N o F r a m e / D o c s / 4 /
COCLCOKBEHCNLOJJAIDBHEJGPDWY9D7WWW9DW3571KM/
BEUC/docs/DLS/2011-09818-01-E.pdf

C O O P E R A T I V E S , 
A RESPONSE TO A 
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY

On 13 September 2011, CECOP published information on its 
website concerning two new books on how co-operatives can 
create jobs and contribute to local development in the EU.

To read more about the publications, please click here: http://
www.cecop.coop/Cooperatives-a-response-to-a

  

THE IMPACT OF THE ECONOMIC 
CRISIS ON EUROPEAN FAMILIES

In its September Newsletter, COFACE 
called for a reduction of VAT on children’s 

products and services to reduce family burdens, in the light of 
the financial crisis and credit crunch.

You can consult the Newsletter here: http://coface-eu.org/en/
Newsletter/Newsletters

 

BREAKFAST PRESS 
CONFERENCE ON 
EU COMMISSION 

PROPOSALS ON FUTURE OF THE CAP

On 12 October 2011, Copa-Cogeca invited journalists and 
stakeholders to a breakfast press conference to present their 

views on the Commission’s CAP proposals and highlight their 
serious concerns.

To read the relevant press release, please go to: http://www.copa-
cogeca.eu/Main.aspx?page=HomePage

GLOBAL ACTIVIST SUMMIT ON NANOTECH CALLS ON 
GOVERNMENTS TO PROTECT PEOPLE & ENVIRONMENT

In a press release issued on 7 October 2011, 
the EEB gave details of an International 
Nanotechnology Activist Summit in Berlin, that 
took place on 6 & 7 October 2011.

To full text of the press release can be read here: http://www.
eeb.org/EEB/index.cfm/news-events/news/global-activist-
summit-on-nanotech-calls-on-governments-to-protect-people-
environment

CONSUMER COOPERATIVES FORUM IN LONDON

 On 6 October 2011, Euro 
Coop published information 
on its website concerning 

a Consumer cooperatives Forum entitled “2012 and beyond: 
Business Strategy of Consumer Cooperatives”, which was held 
in London on 29th & 30th September 2011. 

To read the full text of their statement, please go to: http://www.
eurocoop.coop/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&i
d=429&catid=69&Itemid=170&lang=en

THE EUROPEAN FISHERIES SECTOR MAKES WAVES

On 16 September 2011, 
Europêche, in collaboration 
with Cogeca, published 

its overall initial reactions from the European fisheries and 
aquaculture sector to the Communication from the Commission 
to the European Parliament, the Council, the EESC and the 
Committee of the Regions on the reform of the CFP.

To read the full text of their statement, please go to: http://www.
europeche.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id
=69&Itemid=36

MOBILE PHONE ACCESSIBILITY FOR PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES

On 5th October 2011, the EDF published 
information on its website concerning 
a European Parliamentary breakfast that 
was hosted by Adám Kósa, Member of the 
European Parliament and President of the 
Disability Intergroup, in collaboration with 

the Mobile Manufacturer Forum (MMF), on mobile phone 
accessibility for persons with disabilities.

To read more about the breakfast meeting, please go to: http://www.
edf-feph.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=13855&thebloc=28239

   

IMPACT OF THE COMMON EUROPEAN 
SALES LAW ON SMALL BUSINESSES

In a press release issued on 11 October 
2011, UEAPME stated that the Common European Sales Law 
is not a solution for the problems faced by small companies 
aiming to trade in the single market.

To read the full text of the press release, follow: http://www.
ueapme.com/IMG/pdf/111011_pr_common_sales_law.pdf

COMMISSIONER ANDOR INVITED TO A 
PUBLIC HEARING ON YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

On 5 October 2011, the EYF published details on 
its website about a public hearing hosted on 22nd 
September 2011 by the European Parliament’s 

Intergroup on Youth on “Youth Employment” with the presence 
of Laszlo Andor, European Commissioner for Employment and 
Social Affairs.

 To read more, please go to: http://www.youthforum.org/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1119%3Acommissi
oner-andor-invited-to-a-public-hearing-on-youth-employment&
catid=25%3Anews&Itemid=30&lang=en

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
The “Consumers and Environment” Category held a meeting 
on 14th September 2011, which was chaired by the Category 
spokesperson, Group III member, Reine-Claude Mader (FR). First on 
the agenda was a presentation by Group III member, Georges Cingal 
(FR), on “Environmental Labelling”. This was followed by a debate on 
the “Financial services: right to an account, directive on mortgage 
credit” which was proceeded by introductory remarks given by Jean-
Yves Muylle, Head of Unit, DG MARKT H.3 and Monique Goyens, 
Director-general of BEUC. Next the members discussed the Polish 
Presidency’s programme in the area of consumption during which 
they listened to a presentation of the Presidency priorities on the 
“Consumer Rights directive and Alternative Disputes Resolution” by 
Pawel Zagaj, Consumer Attaché at the Polish Representation to the 
EU, and on Presidency priorities in the area of “European Contract 
Law” by Mikolaj Zaleski, Expert, Justice and Home Affairs Section of 
the Polish Representation to the EU. Finally, the members discussed 
plans for the European Consumers Day in Copenhagen on 15th 
March 2012 and agreed to forward their suggestions to the President 
of the INT section.

To consult the full agenda and documentation, please visit our 
website: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.consumers-
and-environment-category-documents.20149

 The “SMEs, Crafts and Professions” Category held a meeting 
on Thursday 6th October 2011. After some words of welcome from 
the Category spokesperson, Group III Member, Thomas Palmgren (FI), 
Andrea Benassi, Secretary General of UEAPME, made a presentation 
on “Current issues concerning SMEs at European level”. Following this, 
the Category members listened and debated with Group III member, 
Ronny Lannoo (BE), Rapporteur for the opinion INT/573 “Review of the 
Small Business Act for Europe” (EESC opinion 1375/2011 – see page 
IV) who gave an overview of the gist of his opinion. In conclusion, 
Sebastiano Toffaletti, Director of NORMAPME gave a very interesting 
presentation on: “Making standards better for SMEs”. Before the 
conclusion of the meeting Mr Palmgren provided an overview of the 
main topics concerning SMEs during the current mandate.

To consult the full agenda and read the various presentations, please 
visit our website: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.smes-
professions-and-crafts-category-documents.20100

The “Social Economy” Category held a meeting on 18th 
October 2011. Group III member and category spokesperson, 
Miguel Ángel Cabra De Luna (ES), opened the meeting and updated 
the members on the state of play regarding the new study on “The 
Social Economy in the European Union”, which will include the 27 EU 

Member States and the 2 candidate countries (Croatia and Iceland). . 
Next came the presentation of case studies from the United Kingdom, 
Italy and Spain on the subject of: “How the Social Economy Enterprises 
use Structural Funds”, which were followed by a discussion session on: 
“The renewal of the EU’s cohesion policy and new Structural Funds 
post 2013”, with two presentations from DG Regional Policy and DG 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion.

A “Farmers” Category meeting is planned for 23rd November 
2011. It is intended to dedicate a major part of the morning to an 
in-depth debate and exchange of views on the: “Legislative proposals 
on the future of the CAP”, with the participation of Pierre Bascou, 
Head of Unit for Agricultural Policy, Analysis and Perspectives, at DG 
Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Commission 
and, Shelby Matthews, Chief policy Advisor on The Future of the CAP 
and the WTO at Copa-Cogeca.

More information on the work of the categories can be found on 
our website, by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or 
the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

 

	  



Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 

At its plenary session on 21-22 September 2011 the 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted 
the following opinions for which Group III members were 
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Panagiotis GKOFAS (EL) – INT/529 “Europe, 
the world’s No 1 tourist destination – a new 
political framework for tourism in Europe” 
(EESC opinion 1374/2011)

The EESC recognises that the creation of 
a European body to promote tourism and the European 
destinations would be helpful for sustaining this growing 
industry. One of the competitive advantages of the EU 
over other global destinations is the security provided. The 
Committee believes that the EU should capitalise on this 
advantage and further strengthen it. Specific areas of tourism 
need to be developed further, these being Social Tourism, 
Cultural Tourism, the Wine and Agro tourism, Sports tourism, 
Health tourism etc.  Visas do create a problem for countries 
outside the Schengen agreement and therefore the EESC calls 
on the Commission to take specific measures in addressing 
this issue, which is a hindrance to tourism in Europe. The 
Committee recommends that the Commission to set up 
a European Vocational Certificate for tourism professions 
in the EU. Moreover, it reiterates that Tourism should not 
be seen as a stand alone policy but rather has a horizontal 
theme impacted by the various other policies being adopted 
within the EU, namely transport, education, employment, 
research and innovation, climate change, internal market, 
security, consumer affairs etc. Hence tourism policy is truly 
not a competence only of DG Enterprise but an industry that 
should be addressed across the different policies of the EU.

 

Ronny LANNOO (BE) – INT/573 “Review 
of the Small Business Act for Europe” (EESC 
opinion 1375/2011)

The EESC welcomes the fact that the revised 
Small Business Act for Europe (SBA) includes 

many of the measures proposed by the EESC and marks a 
decisive new stage in the political recognition of SMEs and 
above all of microenterprises. The Committee urges the EU 
institutions, as well as the Member States and the regions, to 
place the SBA’s “Think Small First” principle at the heart of EU, 
national and regional decision-making. It also recommends 
that the Member States and the regions adopt this as the basis 
for their policies on SMEs and for their economic and industrial 
policies. Ultimately, the Committee believes that the SBA should 
take a more binding form, especially for the EU institutions. 
Despite a number of improvements, the implementation of the 
SBA and its “Think Small First” principle is patchy or even non-
existent in some Member States. The same is true within the EU 
legislative and decision-making process. Lastly, the EESC calls 
on the Commission to waste no time in launching a process 
of consultation with the European organisations representing 
the various SME categories, in order to pinpoint the operational 
measures that should be made a priority.

For more information of the work of the EESC on the SBA 
please see: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-
and-activities-small-business-act-review and http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/resources/docs/europe-iii-september-2011.pdf

 

Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) – 
INT/584 “Regulation temporarily suspending 
autonomous Common Customs Tariff duties 
on imports of certain industrial products into 
the Canary Islands” (EESC opinion 1376/2011)

The Spanish Government having made a request on behalf of 
the authorities of the Autonomous Community of the Canary 
Islands to prolong the current regime providing for tariff 
suspensions on imports of certain industrial products, the EESC 
supports the proposal, given its socio-economic importance 
and the fact that it is clearly legitimate for the Union to 
adopt it, in view of its exclusive competence regarding the 
customs field. These measures are aimed at strengthening the 
competitiveness of local economic operators and thus securing 
more stable employment on the islands.

 

Cristian PÎRVULESCU (RO) – SOC/401 
“Strategy for the effective implementation 
of the Charter of Fundamental Rights by the 
European Union” (EESC opinion 1381/2011)

In this opinion, the EESC lists ten specific 

points which it considers are of the utmost importance. Among 
them are that the Commission should strengthen the culture 
of fundamental rights at EU level, especially by monitoring to 
ensure that its legislative proposals and the whole legislative 
process, as well as all acts it adopts, comply with the charter 
and that they are observed in Member States. Given that there 
have been cases of serious violation of the charter, it is urgent 
to establish a strategy for monitoring and for rapid reaction. 
The Committee also considers that fundamental social rights 
are “indivisible” from civil and political rights and therefore 
require special strategic attention and stresses the need to 
ensure equality, in particular between men and women, and to 
specifically address all vulnerable groups, particularly migrants. 
Moreover, it underlines that, at EU level, the charter’s obligations 
apply to all institutions, agencies and bodies and it also urges 
Member States to build a protection- and promotion-oriented 
fundamental rights culture at all government levels and 
across all policy and legislative domains and to examine and 
identify the specific impact on fundamental rights during the 
transposition process. In conclusion the EESC calls on all EU 
institutions as well as agencies and bodies, and Member States 
involved in enacting fundamental rights, in particular the 
Commission, to give a major boost to the participatory aspect 
of civil society.

 

Ioannis VARDAKASTANIS (EL) – SOC/403 
“European Disability Strategy 2010-2020: 
A Renewed Commitment to a Barrier-Free 
Europe” (EESC opinion 1382/2011)

In this opinion, the EESC welcomes the 
European Disability Strategy 2010-2020 (EDS) as an active 
policy instrument to implement the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) and proposes 
linking the implementation of the EDS to that of the Europe 
2020 Strategy. It also commends the European Commission’s 
initiative for an antidiscrimination directive which extends the 
protection of the rights of persons with disabilities beyond 
the field of employment and welcomes the EDS proposal to 
ensure full accessibility of public sector websites and websites 
providing basic services to the public by 2015. Crucially, the 
Committee stresses the added value of consulting and actively 
involving disabled people’s organisations when developing and 
implementing disability legislation and policies and it calls for 
human dignity and equality to be respected when designing 
EU policies. The EESC believes that a barrier-free Europe must 
be achieved by adopting a European Accessibility Act to ensure 
persons with disabilities of their rights to freedom of movement 
and access to goods, services and the built environment. 
To this end a European Mobility Card would be a concrete 
and effective tool. Moreover, the Committee believes that a 
European Disability Committee is needed to provide structured 
governance for the EDS. The EESC will also constantly evaluate 
and assess the implementation.

In conclusion, the EESC denounces the negative impact of the 
financial crisis on the lives of people with disabilities and their 
ability to access their rights. It urges support for persons with 
disabilities in times of crisis and warns against any cuts in social 
expenditure due to austerity measures. 

 

Lutz RIBBE (DE) – NAT/498 “A resource-
efficient Europe – Flagship initiative under 
the Europe 2020 Strategy” (EESC opinion 
1385/2011)

The EESC welcomes the Commission’s initiative, 
which it considers to be an important, indeed, central part of 
the sustainable development strategy – but not a substitute 
for it and it asks the Commission to describe some key phrases 
in precise detail. For example, amongst other things, the 
EESC would like to know, what exactly is meant by “resource 
efficiency” what can already be achieved simply through 
technical optimisation; and/or which sectors require the 
“significant transition” it refers to, what this should look like 
in each case and what instruments are to be used to achieve 
this. Similarly, it asks what specific behavioural changes on the 
part of producers and consumers are considered necessary 
and how these can be speeded up. Furthermore, it agrees 
with the Commission that the EU 2020 Strategy must pave the 
way for longer-term goals from now until 2050 and beyond. 
It wonders, however, why the Commission is coupling this 
flagship initiative with the EU 2020 Strategy, rather than 
putting it forward as a concrete expression of the sustainable 
development strategy, which would make much more sense. It 
is absolutely crucial that civil society and business are properly 
included in this process from the outset.

 Pedro NARRO (ES) – NAT/500 “The future 
of Europe’s young farmers” (EESC opinion 
1387/2011)

In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC 
highlights that the main problems facing young 
farmers are the difficulties in obtaining access to 

land and to credit. As a matter of urgency, new systems of access to 
land should be promoted and access to credit should be ensured 
through a European guarantee system. The EESC proposes that a 
European observatory be set up to analyse and assess problems 
relating to setting up, transfer and more generally, all matters 
concerned with the next generation of farmers. One outstanding 
task is to facilitate the transfer of farm ownership to young people. 
The EESC believes that the success of these policies depends in 
large part on improving the system of early retirement in ways 
that allow older farmers to leave the profession with dignity and 
improve farming pensions. Training and new technologies at the 
service of young farmers are the basis for the development of a 
business mentality. The EESC proposes that a new exchange 
programme for young farmers “Erasmus farmer” should be set up 
and that the Leonardo programme should be adapted accordingly. 
The European Union bears a major responsibility towards young 
farmers. It is however essential for the Member States to use their 
own powers to offer tax breaks, cut red tape, invest in public 
infrastructure and services in rural areas, promote low-food-mile 
systems, foster diversification and, finally, help make rural areas 
attractive places to live and work.

Roman HAKEN (CZ) – NAT/502 “LEADER 
as a tool for local development” (EESC opinion 
1388/2011)

In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC subscribes 
to the LEADER approach and its extension in 

the form of bottom-up partnerships for funding from other EU 
funds for rural areas, and specifically recommends using this 
approach, under a different name, in urban areas for implementing 
development and investment strategies. Partnerships can 
help connect the activities of local authorities, businesses, not-
for-profit organisations and citizens, based on principles of 
sustainability and in this regard the EESC proposes, amongst other 
recommendation that an overarching approach for rural regions 
combining resources from different funds in a single budget and 
based on the possibility of tapping the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development, European Regional Development Fund, 
Cohesion Fund, European Fisheries Fund and European Social 
Fund as well as other funds, using a simplified procedure and 
with no additional red tape. Moreover, clearly defining conflicts 
of interest for members of Local Action Groups, which would help 
allay most of the criticism about the implementation of LEADER 
in order to increase transparency and improve public scrutiny and 
information, building up information on what Local Action Groups 
really represent and on their activities and tangible achievements 
in the different municipalities. Finally, the Committee calls for the 
inclusion of LEADER in the simplification drive, which will allow 
more flexibility and help encourage innovation in the regions 
and, on the project front, recommends introducing a large-scale 
European pre-financing through advance payments or a rolling 
financing system.

Richard ADAMS (UK) – NAT/514 “A Roadmap 
for moving to a competitive low carbon economy 
in 2050” (EESC opinion 1389/2011)

In this opinion, the Committee welcomes the 
Commission’s Low Carbon Roadmap 2050 as a 

vision for future strategy and urges all the European Institutions 
to take it fully into account as a guide to the actions and policy 
development needed to achieve the 2050 goals. Primarily, it 
urges Council, Commission and Parliament to ensure the full 
implementation of all existing carbon-related targets for 2020 and 
to reconsider tightening the 2020 GHG target to a 25% reduction 
based on achieved progress of the COP 17 negotiations and 
expected Community economic development on the way to the 
agreed 80-95% reduction by 2050. The Committee recommends 
the Commission to bring forward a comprehensive new package 
of measures to incentivise the massive new investment needed 
to deliver these new targets. The package should include a 
strengthening of the ETS as a cost optimising instrument for 
guiding investment decisions as well as other measures to, amongst 
other things, promote energy efficiency in all sectors and increase 
consumer awareness and capacity to use their purchasing power 
to favour low carbon goods and services. The Committee supports 
the proposal for Roadmaps as strategic vision guiding the transition 
process, particularly in relation to power generation, transport, 
construction and housing, agriculture and waste management 
and, in conclusion, underlines that it is essential that civil society 
be fully involved through structured and permanent dialogue 
on the particular strategic plans.
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