
ED.Editorial

When in December 2012 the European 
Council decided to draw up a roadmap 
on “the social dimension of EMU” for its 
meeting in June 2013, there was a general 
sigh of relief, including I may add, by 
myself. What followed was a succession 
of statements and declarations by the 
European Parliament and European 
Commission respectively, stressing the 
need for a “social pact for Europe” and 
for a “monetary union with a human 
face”. European and national political 
leaders finally woke up to the reality that 
a more balanced approach to the on-
going crisis is necessary, in order to reverse 
the current dangerous levels of poverty, 
social exclusion, unemployment and 
political extremism which have emerged 
in numerous European countries since the 
crisis began. There is now talk of “Austerity 
being neither effective nor socially viable”, 
of slower levels of growth than expected, 
of “austerity…having reached its limit”. It 
would appear that political leaders have 
finally conceded that the goals of economic 
revival, monetary stability, sustainable 
growth and competitiveness cannot be 
achieved without a corresponding social 
dimension.

Why is this third dimension so crucial? 
Arguably because the three dimensions 
of Economic, Monetary and Social 
Union are mutually dependent. Together, 
they can help to overcome what the 
President of the European Council Mr Van 
Rompuy has recently described as the 
“human tragedy and social emergency” 
of Europe’s employment situation. They 
can play a key role in making Europe 
more tangible, relevant and accessible to 
European citizens, restoring confidence 

as citizens, workers, producers, consumers 
and investors. Ultimately, we need a 
social dimension to EMU in order to 
revive European societies, to re-launch 
confidence in the European project and to 
be able to move forward towards a future 
political union. 

So how can this be achieved? How can 
we move from theory to practice and 
what role could the European Economic 
and Social Committee (EESC) play in this 
process? The window of opportunity for 
the EESC came in January 2013, when at 
the plenary session of the Committee the 
President of the European Council formally 
invited the EESC to contribute to the 
debate by drafting an exploratory Opinion 
for the June 2013 European Council. The 
result is an Opinion to be debated and 
adopted at the EESC’s May plenary session. 
It is a draft Opinion which concentrates on 
three principal recommendations: firstly, 
establishing a new European Social Action 
Programme and Social Investment Pact, 
secondly issuing European Social Bonds 
for social investment policies and thirdly, 
creating a European Education Network 
for Unemployed Workers.

In the case of the first proposal for a 
European Social Action Programme and 
Social Investment Pact, the objective is 
to implement and to even go beyond the 
qualitative and quantitative targets of 
the Europe 2020 Strategy in a vast array 
of areas. For example, in re-industrialising 
Europe, reducing unemployment levels, 
ensuring fundamental social rights, 
promoting entrepreneurship and 
employment opportunities. Efforts must 
be made to combat poverty, ensure social 
inclusion, facilitate social investment, 

promote higher education and training, 
develop social governance and encourage 
ownership of the European project. The 
programme should also promote the 
right of European citizens to a minimum 
guaranteed income, for example at 60% 
of the medium income of each Member 
State.

The legal basis to this proposed programme 
and indeed for the entire social dimension 
of EMU is Article 9 of the TFEU otherwise 
known as the “Social Clause” of the Treaty. 
This calls for “…the promotion of a high 
level of employment, the guarantee of 
adequate social protection, the fight 
against social exclusion and a high level 
of education, training and protection 
of human health”. Consequently, in the 
draft Opinion it is proposed to use existing 
legislative and non-legislative European 
instruments and to implement them 
through multilevel governance involving 
all relevant stakeholders. A number of 
specific proposals are made, such as 
including within the European Semester 
exercise employment and social inclusion 
benchmarks.  We also need the levels 
of the European Social Fund and of the 
European Globalisation Adjustment Fund 
to be increased, through own resources 
for the EU and a more ambitious Multi-
annual Financial Framework (MFF) 2014-
2020. Similarly, is is imperative that we 
invest today in effective measures for 
our youth, in a European Anti-Poverty 
Solidarity Fund, in decent work, real jobs 
and the re-industrialisation of Europe. This 
is indeed a necessary and long over-due 
programme!

But we also want to innovate with 
exploratory proposals for European 

Social Bonds, to be managed by civil 
society stakeholders and preferably 
linked to the proposed European Social 
Action Programme.  European Social 
Bonds could mobilise individual citizens, 
businesses, trade unions and civil society 
groups to invest in economically-viable 
and much-needed social projects ranging 
from social housing, to training networks 
and research & development. Lastly, 
in the draft Opinion we recommend 
creating a European Education Network 
for Unemployed Workers. Inspired by 
the successful examples of the adult 
education programme in Sweden and 
the training systems of Germany and 
Austria, the objective would be to offer 
unemployed adults the opportunity for 
a two-year educational programme. The 
programme could assist the unemployed 
workers, through the issuance of cross-
border education vouchers, to change 
career path, participate in work, training 
or educational exchange experiences 
in other Member States and to obtain 
a mutually recognised professional 
qualification.

Dear friends and colleagues, all of us have 
a role to play in making Europe stronger, 
more effective, more cohesive and more 
social. Now is the time to pool our efforts 
for an EU social dimension to Economic 
and Monetary Union, or through the 
option of enhanced cooperation within 
the EMU. But to do so, we need the 
power of imagination and the strength 
of determination. So let us jointly strive 
for growth and solidarity, for a forward-
looking Europe, a better Europe for and 
with citizens!
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OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH

On 29 May 2013, the “Social Economy Category” will hold 
its second meeting of the year in which it is hoped that the 
new President of the EESC, Mr Malosse, will be able to actively 
participate in order to exchange views on the priorities of his 
Presidency. The other key items for the meeting include the 
formal adoption of the work programme of the Category 
for 2013 and 2014, in addition to a presentation by a 
representative of the Portuguese government of the new 
legislation on the Social Economy

To read the full draft agenda, please go to: http://
www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.social-economy-
category-documents.28077

The “Consumers and Environment Category” and 
the “Farmers’ Category” will hold a joint meeting on 
Wednesday 5 June 2013, to which a number of guest speakers 
and representatives of farmers’ and consumer organisations 
will be invited to speak, under the title: “Reinforcing the 
transparency of the food chain to restore confidence”.

To consult the draft agenda, please go to: http://
www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.consumers-and-
environment-category-documents.28038

On 28 June, 2013, The “SMEs, Professions and Crafts” 
Category will hold a meeting. One of the main items on the 
agenda will be the election of the spokesperson who will 
lead the category in the second half of the mandate up until 
2015. A full agenda will be published, in due course

To find out more about the categories and their members, please 
go to: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3

	  

Getting citizens involved in a dialogue 
on European energy policy
The European Energy Dialogue is an innovative way of 
tackling two of the EU’s biggest issues – already identified by 
President Henri Malosse as needing the Committee’s special 
attention. These are the current low level of public trust in EU 
policies and the urgent need to establish an energy policy that 
is sustainable, secure, competitive and affordable. On 20th 
March 2013, following a debate with energy Commissioner 
Oettinger, the EESC adopted an opinion (EESC 2366/2012) 
on ‘Exploring the needs and methods of public involvement 
and engagement in the energy policy field’ (TEN/503), 
which elaborated this concept. This month, we interviewed 
our member Richard Adams, who was Rapporteur for that 
opinion and asked him to explain this concept and how to 
put public participation and energy at the to p of the agenda.

EUROPE III: How would you describe the European Energy 
Dialogue?

Each time we use the phone, turn on the light, or catch a 
train, bus or plane we are dependent on energy - we can’t 
do without it. Across Europe people are concerned about 
energy. Is it reasonably priced? Is it safe and reliable? Can 
we get it when we need it? One thing is certain, if we could 
plan how we get and use our energy sensibly then everyone 
could get a better deal.

EUROPE III: Why isn’t this happening?

Every country in the EU has its own energy policy and 
different energy resources but each country has also agreed 

to cooperate with the others – it just isn’t happening as 
quickly as it should. We need to talk to each other about 
where energy comes from and how we use it, now and in 
the future.  We need to frame this dialogue so that it feeds 
into policy-making and encourages discussion of how far 
the sometimes conflicting goals – secure, sustainable, safe, 
competitive and affordable energy – can be reconciled. The 
door is open; a recent poll also showed that a substantial 
majority of citizens thought increased European cooperation 
on energy was a good idea.

EUROPE III: Who is going to be involved and how will they 
benefit?

This conversation needs to involve all aspects of energy 
supply and use and attract support from all types of 
stakeholders – the average member of the public, NGOs, 
national energy ministers and people in the energy 
companies. Energy in all its aspects needs to be discussed in 
the classroom, the cafe and the kitchen and people need to 
know that their opinion matters; something positive has to 
be ‘delivered’ for everyone.

EUROPE III: How can the Energy Dialogue be implemented?

It will be nationally delivered but European inspired. It 
should be thought of as a trustworthy ‘social brand’ offering 
information, action and structured debate. The Energy 
Dialogue will build its own status, trust and recognition so 
that its endorsement of other initiatives carries value. There 

may be no ‘one-size fits all’ approach and it is likely to evolve 
differently across member States due to differing cultural, 
participatory, industrial and energy resource landscapes – so 
flexible adaptation to national circumstances will be key.

EUROPE III: What role do you see the EESC playing?

We have consistently advocated the importance of civil 
society’s involvement in building an integrated energy 
policy and this is high on the President’s agenda. The EESC’s 
membership and constituency, reflecting European society, 
is well placed to reach out to citizens and stakeholders in the 
Member States and at EU level, and establish a trustworthy 
and comprehensive programme embodying participative 
democracy and practical action. By working with the 
European Commission and stakeholders in the energy chain 
the EESC will continue to play an active role in the Energy 
Dialogue by offering support and input at EU level and by 
liaising with national ESCs.
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RICHARd AdAMS (UK) 
PReSIdeNT OF THe PeRMANeNT GROUP ON ‘eUROPeAN eNeRGy COMMUNITy’
MeMBeR OF GROUP III

Highlights of the April 2013 EESC Plenary Session

Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the Rapporteur for the 
opinion on: “Laws of the Member States relating to trade marks” – 
INT/697.

Mr Cristian PÎRVULESCU (RO) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Admission of third country nationals (scientific research, studies, 
pupil exchange, unremunerated training or volunteer service)” – 
SOC/484.

Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “The 
Future of Carbon Capture and Storage in Europe” – TEN/522.

Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Preparing for a fully converged audio-visual world: Growth, creation 
and values” – TEN/524.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions



Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role

Miguel Ángel Cabra de Luna (ES)
Member of the Various Interests Group

On 4 April 2013, Group III Member Miguel Ángel Cabra de Luna (ES) 
intervened at the event on “The future of EU Cohesion Policy 2014”, 
organised by the Representation of the European Commission in 
Madrid (Spain). The event, that included interventions from Francisco 

Fonseca Morillo – Head of the Commission Representation in Madrid, Emilio Ontiveros 
– Professor of Enterprise Economy at the Autonomous University of Madrid, Andrea 
Mairate – Head of Unit Spain (DG REGIO), José María Piñero Campos – Director General 
of EU Funds (Spanish Ministry of Finance) and María Irigoyen – MEP, focused on the 
proposed legislative framework for Structural Funds for the programming period 2014-
2020, and on the implications that the new legislative framework will have in Spain’s 
use of the Funds for the next seven years . 

The main speeches analysed the proposed Regulations from the perspectives of the 
different EU and national institutions, emphasising the implications that the new 
framework will have when it comes to Spain’s allocation of EU Funds. Moreover, 
participants drew some recommendations as to which elements should be taken 
into account in the Partnership Agreement that Spain will sign with the European 
Commission ahead of the next programming period (and which is currently being 
drafted), and which should be oriented towards ensuring sustainable, inclusive growth 
with high levels of employment and great added value for the citizens. 

During his intervention, Miguel Ángel Cabra de Luna presented EESC’s  opinions on 
the Structural Funds (opinions ECO/314, SOC/433, ECO/316 and ECO/315), stressing 
the need for ensuring the participation of civil society in the execution of the Funds 
through the strengthening of the Partnership principles, for a better use of certain types 
of conditionalities, supporting the use of 20% of the budget allocated to the European 
Social Fund for social inclusion and fight against poverty and, especially taking into 
account the sensitive situation that Spain faces today, to prioritise Structural Funds 
investments in those the furthest from the labour market, especially in the youth and 
the most vulnerable. 

The event, attended by a large number (135 persons) of stakeholders from different 
backgrounds (from civil society representatives to officials from national and regional 
administrations, media and business organisations), led to a substantive debate on 
Spain’s Partnership Agreement, which will set the basis for the country’s use of EU 
Structural Funds over the next seven years.

 

On 9 April 2013, the EESC 
organised a joint conference 
entitled: European Citizens’ 
Initiative Day 2013: Sign up to it! 
Two Group
III members chaired panels.

 

Jane MORRICE (UK)
Vice-President of the EESC in charge of Communication
Member of the Various Interests Group

My job at the conference was to chair the session which gave 
participants a glimpse into a variety of Citizens Initiatives which are 
already up and running. One common denominator was the passion, 
energy and dedication evident in each of the presenters. They left 

the audience in no doubt whatsoever that getting involved in a citizens initiative is 
hard work and couldn’t be achieved without a real commitment to the cause. Another 
common theme was the challenge facing those who do decide to start a citizens 
Initiative - not just in terms of selecting the right theme and getting the right number of 
countries involved - but also regarding accessing information about it in the first place. 
Awareness was the watch word and everyone agreed that much more needed to be 
done to get the word out.

 
Maureen O’ NEILL (UK)
President of the SOC Section
Member of the Various Interests Group

It was important for the EESC to host this conference to review the 
progress made on the ECI during the first year. There was robust 
questioning of the procedures and processes which are found 
to be inadequate, complicated and frustrating. It was clear that 

simplification is required. The EESC emphasised its commitment to the ECI as a key 
component of participative democracy and stressed that as a bridge to civil society it 
would be able to increase awareness; facilitate topic discussion, provide information 
and to monitor the effectiveness of the process. As always, the EESC would be pleased 
to collaborate with others to develop and streamline the process. 

It is vital that the EESC maintains a strong focus on this key democratic process.

To consult the programme and read other background documentation about this event, 
please go to: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-eci-day-2013

Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG)
Member of the Various Interests Group / President of the NAT Section

BrUssels – ciTy of Bees
For several decades, bees have been declining across the globe at 
unprecedented rates. In 2012, the EESC installed two beehives on the 
rooftop of its building on the Rue Belliard: a symbol of our concern and 
hope for the future of bees. And urban beekeeping is just one of the 

actions we can undertake to make Brussels a city for bees!

On 10 April we gathered to:
•	 celebrate	together	the	first	signs	of	the	spring	and	taste	some	real	Brussels	honey;
•	 see	a	demonstration	by	Apis	Bruoc	Sella	at	our	beehives	and	learn	about	the	why’s	and	

how’s of urban beekeeping;
•	 discuss	further	measures	that	can	support	bees	and	other	

pollinators in Brussels
The Federal Belgian Government is currently preparing an 
ambitious plan to protect bee populations. So Mr Frederic 
Chemay from the Directorate-General for Environment is in 
charge of this policy and he provided us with some more 
information about the planned measures. Representing the 
Brussels Capital Region, Ms Catherine Rousseau, from the 
Cabinet of the Brussels’ Environment Minister, introduced 
the policy activities towards urban biodiversity and 
pollinator protection in the city of Brussels. Mr Wollast of 
the NGO Apis Bruoc Sella, who is also maintaining our urban 
beehives, presented his organisation’s ideas about how to 
make Brussels greener and richer in biodiversity; in short, a 
better home for pollinators.

The debate which followed was entertaining, thought-provoking and inspiring. The aim 
of the NAT Section was to make the participants leave the EESC with concrete ideas about 
small – or big – practical steps on how to support Brussels’ biodiversity. And, of course, as 
the long-awaited spring finally returns to Brussels and bees start leaving their hives, they 
will find our city even more welcoming, thanks also to our joint efforts.

(second from the left) Group III 
member Gunta ANČA (LV)

On 27-28 April 2013, the European 
Disability Forum and the Arab 
Organisation of Persons with 
Disabilities gathered, in Cairo, more 

than 120 female leaders with disabilities at the Arab regional conference entitled: “Women 
with Disabilities between Rights and Norms”.
In cooperation with the Arab Forum of Women with Disabilities (AFOWD) and under 
the patronage of the Arab League of States, the conference gathered representatives 
from 20 Arab countries. The conference was an opportunity to exchange good practices 
between the European and Arab female leaders on the use of international human rights 
instruments and their application to the rights of women with disabilities, the challenges 
in their public and private life, the existing legislation and the impact of media on the rights 
of women with disabilities. The conference clearly indicated an urgent need to tackle the 
lack of education, the unemployment rate, lower salaries, limited access to health and 
maternity services, limitations to their family rights, scarce or no access to services or 
programmes available for women, the risk to suffer violence and all kind of abuses, limited 
availability of data broken down by gender and disability and under-representation of 
women in organisations for persons with disabilities.
I represented the EESC and in my speech I highlighted how important is to include the 
gender perspective in all aspects of life. I also stressed that civil society should have an 
essential role in the decision making process and women and girls with disabilities have to 
be involved in it. They know better their own needs to present them on the highest level. 
It is important to provide that women and girls with disabilities should fully enjoy their 
human rights and should be fully included in society as foreseen in the UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). 
The conference concluded with the decision to adopt Cairo resolution on rights of girls 
and women with disabilities.

 Roman HAKEN (CZ)
Member of the Various Interests Group

In the days April 28th and May 1st, Group III member, Roman Haken, 
attended the annual meeting of the Central and Eastern European 
Citizens’ Network  (Albania, Armenia,  Bosnia – Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary,  FYROM/ Macedonia, 
Poland, Republic of Belarus, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russia, 

Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine). Representatives of all member countries were extremely 
interested in the topics such as the European Citizens Initiative (Article 11, Lisbon Treaty) 
and EESC opinion about European Year of Citizens 2013. The presentations, given by EESC 
members, inspired the network to focus this coming year on the following activities: a Citizens 
Participation University will be organised in the summer, July 8 – 12, 2013, in Hungary, with 
the main topic  - Years of Citizens (interested EESC members will be welcome to join the 
round tables and workshops); from  23–29 September 2013, a Citizens Participation Week, 
will be organised with the events focusing on the improvement of the level of citizen 
participation in the decision-making processes in the EU. All members finally agreed, that 
one of the main highlighted topics for the future period of the ECI will be the new tool of the 
Cohesion policy 2014+ - Community Led Local Development, which organised civil society 
should recommend be fully implemented in the EU Member States programmes.

 

 

 

 

 

 



Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 

At its plenary session on 17-18 April 2013 the European Economic 
and Social Committee (EESC) adopted the following opinions for 
which Group III members were Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Gabriel SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) – NAT/597 
“Ensuring compliance with the rules of the common 
fisheries policy” (EESC opinion 1637/2013)

Having analysed the proposal, the EESC considers 
that at least the aspects of any measure on: prior 

notification and transhipment; the adoption of changes to the way 
and frequency for data transmission to the Commission for quotas 
and fishing effort; exemptions for certain fleets from the obligation 
to submit sales notes; the adoption of rules on stowage plans and the 
determination of fisheries subject to specific control and inspection 
programmes should not, given their importance, be adopted by 
delegated acts but by implementing acts.

Lutz RIBBE (DE) – TEN/502 “Indirect land-use 
change/biofuels” (EESC opinion 2363/2012)

The EESC welcomes the Commission’s proposal 
to limit “conventional biofuels” to a share of 5%, 
but does not think that the overall approach is 

consistent as it appears to pose several risks in relation to the 
policy goal of a greater use of residual products, by-products and 
waste products in fuel production. In particular, the EESC disagrees 
with the Commission’s decision to base the measuring of land-use 
change (ILUC) exclusively on greenhouse gas emissions. Issues such 
as security of supply and the finite nature of fossil resources do not 
seem fit into this equation and, as a result, ILUC does not measure up 
as a policy of sustainability.

The EESC also considers that biofuels cannot be a lasting solution for 
the current widespread over consumption of energy as their limited 
availability does not make them more than a temporary solution 
and they should not distract attention from the unavoidable need 
to reduce the amount of energy we consume, regardless of where 
that energy comes from. The Committee pleads for an enhanced 

cultivation of oil plants in Europe as they produce both protein feed 
and plant oil. It calls on the Commission to take into account the 
energy loss in conversion processes and to promote electro-mobility 
as a transport alternative clearly in sight.

Gerd WOLF (DE) – TEN/508 “The economic effects 
from electricity systems created by increased and 
intermittent supply from renewable sources” (EESC 
opinion 2599/2012)

In this exploratory opinion, requested by the 
Irish Presidency, the EESC states that it has given strong support 
to renewable energy sources (RES) in previous opinions and the 
preparation of the so-called 20/20/20 package. The promotion of RES 
at EU level is intended to reduce energy-related carbon emissions 
(contributing to Europe’s part in climate protection) and import 
dependency (improving the security of supply). The increasing 
share of intermittent RES has prompted intense debates on the 
technical and economic consequences of such an increase. Beyond a 
certain share of the energy mix, intermittent RES require additional 
components of the energy system to be put in place: grid extensions, 
storage facilities, and reserve capacities. The Committee therefore 
recommends that significant impetus be given to developing and 
installing these missing elements. Should these components not yet 
be available, either the energy output cannot be used from time to 
time, or networks and control systems can be overloaded from time 
to time. The consequences would be inefficient use of the installed 
facilities, as well as threats to the security of energy supply and to a 
viable European energy market. Feed-in rules for RES are therefore to 
be carefully (re)defined, in order to provide for security of supply at 
all times and ensure that renewable electricity production can meet 
demand.

Expanding production facilities for intermittent renewable energies 
still further requires substantial investments to develop and operate 
the missing components of the complete system. As a result, 
increased use of intermittent renewable energy technologies 
may well lead to a significant rise in costs for electricity, which, 

if passed on to consumers, could result in a significant increase 
in electricity prices. A sustainable energy system compromising 
largely renewables, although carrying additional costs compared 
with current fossil-based systems, is the only long-term solution 
to our energy future. It should also be noted that cost rises are 
inevitable, due to the agreement to include external costs and stop 
subsidies attached to fossil-based energy. The Committee therefore 
recommends that the Commission order an appropriate, thorough 
economic study on the issue covered by this opinion. This study 
should take a quantitative look at the unanswered questions. 

Other economic repercussions following this cost increase could be (i) 
potential damage to the competitiveness of European industry, and 
(ii) a greater burden on socially disadvantaged groups in particular. 
Since additional further costs may arise from inappropriate subsidies 
and incentives varying from one European country to another, 
the whole cost issue, including also alternative energy strategies, 
needs to be openly and transparently discussed, addressing also 
the question of the external costs of the various energy systems 
and their interdependence. An effective and more market-oriented 
support instrument serving environmental, social and economic 
objectives, reflecting possible external costs and covering the whole 
EU is needed to enable renewable energy technologies to compete 
on free markets. Appropriate carbon pricing could be used to this 
end. The Committee recommends that the Commission, together 
with the Member States, develop appropriate policy initiatives for 
such a support instrument. All other instruments supporting market 
penetration of various energy sources could then be abolished. 

An important element of the further procedure would be the 
establishment of a public dialogue – European Energy Dialogue 
– about energy across Europe as outlined in the proposal recently 
adopted by the Committee and welcomed by the European 
Commission. Eventually, a study on the impact of the Roadmap 2050 
on the EU economy and its global competitiveness is needed, before 
making final decisions with long term impacts.
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News from Group III

On Thursday 6 June 2013, Group III “Various Interests” of the EESC is organising an 
extraordinary meeting to examine and debate issues related to access to credit by 
economic operators and to stimulating consumer savings. The Conference is being 
organised in such a way as to provide a platform for dynamic dialogue between 
key actors from consumer, family and SME organisations along with traditional 
cooperatives and ethical financial institutions also with the participation of regulatory 
and supervisory bodies of the financial markets. The main aim is to come forward with 
proposals to suggest possible ways out of the current vicious circle that is preventing 
businesses from starting-up, operating and growing, and consumers from saving 
money securely and productively.

On 31 May 2013, the Various Interests Group will organise a conference in Thessaloniki, 
Greece, entitled ‘The Impact of the Crisis on Greek Citizens: moving forward towards 
recovery!’. The objective of the conference is to examine the human cost and impact 
on citizens of the economic, financial and social crises in Greece. The event will bring 
together approximately 100 participants representing local academia, SMEs, industry 
representatives, consumer organisations, charities, family, voluntary and youth 
associations. The conference will provide the opportunity for the EESC members to 
listen to Greek citizens and organised civil society, to learn about their daily challenges 
and to jointly look ahead to a Greece of recovery and sustainable growth.

Major conference in Thessaloniki on 
The effecTs of The crisis on ciTizens

 
Quote of the month…

“Peace, like air and sunshine, 
is hardly noticed when 

people are benefiting from 
it…but none of us can live 

without it.” 

Chinese President Xi Jinping (1953 - )
From his opening speech 

BOAO Forum for Asia
6-8 April 2013

Bo’ao, Hainan, CHINA
http://english.boaoforum.org

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xi_Jinping

GroUP iii exTraordinary MeeTinG


