Europe III

LET’S BE RIGHT WITH ACCESSIBILITY
Group III Member Ioannis Vardakastanis (EL)
addressing the UN Assembly in New York in 2013

During the past 20th century, an entire
international legal framework in the protection
of Human Rights was developed. The UN
conventions did not create new rights but
recognition that due to structural barriers,
stereotypes and traditions in our societies
cannot be enjoyed by all citizens. In 21st century,
the first UN Human Rights Convention (and the
only one so far) was devoted to the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, and for the first time
ever, a Human Rights treaty was signed and
concluded by the European Union (since 2011
entered into force for the EU).
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (UN CRPD) is a ground breaking
international instrument. It is ground-breaking
because it is the world’s most quickly negotiated
and ratified human rights treaty and it is also
unprecedented because it was negotiated with
direct participation of persons with disabilities
and their families. The UN CRPD has many crucial
provisions that will determine the development
of human rights policies for decades to come:
the recognition of full legal capacity, right to
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community living and inclusive education, for
example. It also establishes that Accessibility,
which is contained in Article 9, constitutes a
human right in itself. When we look at access to
the build environment, ICT, transport and so as
a technical requirement we have to realise that
those technical aspects are in reality enablers
of other rights such as education, employment,
independent living, health, tourism, amongst
others. Accessibility constitutes a right in itself
and is an enabler. This is the reason why the
UN CRPD Committee in charge of monitoring
the UN CRPD has opened the question to the
world, in a draft general comment, to consider
Accessibility as a Human Right on its own.
The EESC has taken a clear step on this debate
with far reaching political vision for the future
of the EU “Article 9 of the UN CRPD constitutes
a human right in itself and therefore its full
implementation must lead to the creation of
the necessary conditions by means of legal
and policy measures to enable persons with
disabilities to access all kind of environments
and aspects of life. It is crucial to their full
enjoyment of civil and political rights, as well
as their social, economic and cultural rights.
Accessibility benefits the whole of society”
The implications of this vision are not simply
a declaration; they constitute a whole new
approach to the obligations of the EU in this
field. The EU cannot contemplate the UN CRPD
as a simple international declaration but as
a meaningful policy programme with legal
implications in order to ensure the inclusion

of 80 million Europeans with disabilities:
starting with ensuring the accessibility of their
premises, access to websites and documents;
recognising accessibility as a basic prerequisite
for sustainability and its social dimension, in
combating poverty and marginalisation and
promoting social cohesion. The second step is to
look at the actions that the EU and its members
have to put in place. It is of utmost importance
that a human rights approach is included in the
implementation of the European semester. The
mechanisms of European governance have to
be adjusted to this new reality. The EU has to lead
with exemplarity if it wants to recover citizens’
confidence. There are specific steps in the area of
Accessibility that should be implemented already
now: unblocking the Proposal for a Directive on
implementing the principle of equal treatment
between persons irrespective of religion or
belief, disability, age or sexual orientation; the
European Commission (EC) has to fulfil its longstanding commitment and present a legallybinding European Accessibility Act; and the
conclusion of the current Proposal for a Directive
on the accessibility of public sector bodies’
websites. These are strong requests coming from
the EESC. We can see with satisfaction that some
areas have already integrated this approach,
for example, EU institutions adopted the
inclusion of compulsory ex-ante conditionalities
on accessibility and disability in the current
Structural Funds regulations. No EU funds can
be spent to build new physical barriers and
without participation of organisations from
civil society, including persons with disabilities in

the new programming period 2014 -2020. This
shows that when there is commitment from the
EU institutions, then it is feasible.
The EESC opinion (TEN/515) reflects on the
basic principles of accessibility as a Human
Right; the policy areas to be affected and the
instruments to be put in place. It also reflects on
the importance of participation, good statistical
data and awareness-raising as fundamental
mechanisms. The future of Europe will be to
be accessible to all citizens or it will not be.
Europe has the capacity to recover from the
crisis stronger if it chooses the social way out.
Inclusion of persons with disabilities will bring
the untapped potential of 16% of the European
population. Accessibility is a human right for
every single citizen and inclusive societies have
to be the guiding principle of social Europe. A
modern approach to human rights will lead
Europe to a better and more prosperous future.
In a time where some old-fashioned ideas are
coming back to our political scenarios, today
more than ever it is time for the EU to respond
via opening society to all, by including all, by
ensuring that a new Europe is built on human
rights, solidarity, and accessibility. Let’s give
access to rights in Europe, let’s be right with
accessibility.
This Editorial on the own-initiative opinion
“Accessibility as a Human Right for persons with
disabilities” was written by Ioannis Vardakastanis,
Rapporteur for the EESC opinion of this title TEN/515
– (CESE 3000/2013), which was adopted by the EESC
at its January 2014 Plenary Session in Brussels

SPECIAL FEATURE: EESC co-organises “Social Entrepreneurs – Have
Your Say!” in Strasbourg
On January 16-17 the European Economic and Social
Committee and the European Commission co-hosted the
“Social Entrepreneurs - Have Your Say!” social enterprise
event in Strasbourg. Close to 2000 social economy actors
and social entrepreneurs, an EESC delegation of more than
30, three Commissioners, senior politicians and interested
stakeholders gathered to debate the growing role of social
economy enterprises in Europe. A key aim was to take stock of
the progress of the agenda to date and how to further develop
and grow the social economy enterprise sector in Europe.

(Front centre) Arianne Rodert (SE), Vice-President of Group III, with
Commissioner Barnier

The EESC has been pushing the need for a political agenda to
create an enabling environment for social economy enterprise
growth and development for many years. Through extensive

opinion work and various activities we have provided the
EU institutions with our specific social economy expertise.
When the Commission launched the Social Business Initiative
(2011) we were actively involved in the process and now in
its continuation. In the view of upcoming European elections
the event was therefore very timely. To co-organise an
event with the Commission of this magnitude was both an
opportunity and a challenge. A key aim was to ensure highlevel interactivity. Throughout the event, parallel with plenary
sessions, participants joined thematic workshops, World
Cafe and Open Space sessions to share experiences, express
concerns and put forward their ideas of concrete actions for this
sector for the future. The results from all these parallel…/…

special feature continued
…/… events were expertly “harvested” and were the base
for the co-creation of the event conclusion– The Strasbourg
Declaration, which is open for signatures (see link below).
As a member of the drafting team of the Declaration I was
impressed of the excellence of input but also the high level
of shared goals and understanding on the priorities from
the local social entrepreneur to the European actors. The
declaration, which identifies new policy priorities for the
forthcoming Commission and Parliament, was handed over
the Commissioner Barnier at the closing of the event (see
photo on previous page).
The event was important to the EESC in several aspects. It
created high visibility and recognition of our role, work and
commitment to this agenda. Many of our members were
actively involved in the event, in debates and in the media.
Politically Group III has pushed for an institutional agenda
for social economy enterprises for a long time. This event
helped to gain official recognition of the potential of the social
economy enterprise sector across Europe and the specific
role of the EESC. What struck me was the common support
and understanding of the importance of this sector and the
commitment that more needs to done. Commissioner Barnier
expressed it as: “The EU has committed itself to fostering social
enterprise. Now we need make it happen.”
The social enterprise sector is still underdeveloped and needs
better support programmes. Social enterprises need public
policy, finance and the environment to enable them to create
social change and we need an eco-system across Europe. The
landscape for social economy enterprise is very diverse in the
member states. In most cases there is still a lack of national
actions and support programmes this sector. With the divide
between east and west of Europe and different national and
historical contexts, common policy at European level is central.
For the EESC the work continues. This event was only the
starting point of the next phase for our work supporting this
sector. Starting in February we are launching an EESC project
– “Social Entrepreneurs – Make it Happen!”, which based on
the recommendations in the Declaration aims to hand over
concrete actions to the next commission and parliament in
the fall.
The above report was compiled by Arianne Rodert (SE),
Vice-President of Group III

(From the left) Group III member Mario CAMPLI (IT), Commissioner BARNIER, Group III President, Luca JAHIER (IT), Group III member and
Spokesperson of the Social Economy Category, Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES) and Group III member Mindaugas MACIULEVIČIUS (LT)

Other Group III participants’ impressions of the conference:

Group III President, Luca JAHIER (IT)
“After Strasbourg it will now be very difficult
for anyone to take a step back from this
major achievement, which has been built-up
patiently, from absolute zero, over the past
ten years. The EU has finally opened a new
page regarding the development of social
enterprises and recognises their potential to
contribute to a different and more sustainable
form of growth: all actors and the Member
States have now to make every effort to
exploit the enormous wealth of opportunities
which have been opened up to us!”

(From the left) Antonio TAJANI, Vice-President of the European
Commission, Group III member, Giuseppe GUERINI (IT) and
Commissioner BARNIER, taking part in the first panel discussion
on “Taking Stock: EU-Level Policies and Concrete Examples of Social
Entrepreneurship”
Mr Guerini commented: “The event was very important to
evaluate The Social Business Initiative actions and the impact
at national level. The high level our debate underlined the
crucial role of social enterprises in the current economic
climate. Over the last few years, social enterprises and social
co-operatives experimented with new solutions for social
service provision, have carried out innovative activities and,
at the same time, have created new jobs. The Strasbourg
Declaration reflects the point of view and the needs of
European social entrepreneurs and the role they want play the
future of Europe. Now, the EU Institutions must follow through
on all the actions in the SBI and the proposals of the final
declaration to promote the growth and development of social
enterprises and along with the EU Member States, they should
reinforce the role of social enterprises in structural reforms to
help exit the crisis.”

Staffan NILSSON (SE)
Former President of the EESC (2010-2013)
Group III member
“I recall that the letter from Commissioner
Barnier came as early as 2012, calling on the
EESC to work on this issue. For a sector in which
so many people are involved, it has often been
ignored or brushed aside by the traditional
business world. Social Enterprises are entities
where the focus is on what you want to do
and achieve, where capital is a means to an
end, but not the goal. We in the Group III have
for many years been the ones turning the
spotlight on those organisations: now, finally,
some results have come. It was very good to
see how the whole EESC delegation from all
the three groups participated so actively. But
this was not a final conference; it should be
seen as a real starting point.”

Maureen O’ NEILL (UK)
President of the SOC Section
Member of Group III
“This conference was a great example of
collaborative working at a very high level
between the EESC and the Commission. The
whole event demonstrated the important role
played by social enterprise organisations in
relation to growth, employment and inclusion.
Most of all, it highlighted the imaginative,
constructive and cost effective approaches being
taken to involve people in work and ensuring
that they have a voice in how it is carried out. It
was a clear recognition of the work that many
members of the EESC have carried out in this
area for many years at an EU policy level but
more importantly as practitioners in their own
Member State. It was very gratifying that our
Group III Member, Ariane Rodert both played a
key role in drafting the Strasbourg Declaration,
which she then presented to Commissioner
Barnier. With over 2500 delegates, this was a
major event and tribute must be paid to the
EESC Members and staff who played a major
role in bringing this event to fruition alongside
colleagues in the Commission.

Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES)
Spokesperson of the Social Economy
Category
Group III member
“The Strasbourg event was a success and
illustrated how social enterprises are
contributing to EU’s growth and job creation.
It also showed how the EESC can play a
leading role and work collaboratively with
the European Commission for the benefit of
both institutions and ultimately of European
civil society as a whole. We should profit from
the momentum generated in Strasbourg to
continue pushing the EU and Member States
to support and promote social enterprises and
the social economy sector as a whole. The fact
that the EESC will be in charge of leading the
Strasbourg follow-up is excellent news. In the
Social Economy Category we look forward to
proactively contributing to it.”

Well done! “
Jane MORRICE (UK)
Vice-President of the EESC
President of the Communication Group
Member of Group III

Carlos TRÍAS PINTO (ES)
President of the CCMI
Group III member
“This event has set new standards for
participative democracy: the bottom up
process, in which the EESC has so actively
participated, has worked perfectly, allowing
for the mutual construction of proposals based
on honest and open dialogue between civil
society and the European Union Institutions.”

“What impressed me most about the
Strasbourg conference was the high level of
collaboration and cooperation between the
EU Institutions - the European Commission,
the Parliament and the EESC. By working
together in a spirit of mutual respect, we
can raise the game to a level rarely seen
in European circles and ensure that social
entrepreneurship gets the backing it deserves
in the Europe of tomorrow. Congratulations,
to EESC members and staff for pulling out all
the stops to make this event a tremendous
success!”

Further information can be found on the EESC web site: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-social-entrepreneurs
More about the event is on the Commission web site, where you can sign the Strasbourg Declaration and watch the video recordings of the proceedings: http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/conferences/2014/0116-social-entrepreneurs/index_en.htm

Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role
Pedro NARRO (ES) welcomes young farmers to the
EESC along
with President Malosse
On 28 January 2014, more than 400 young farmers from 22 Member
States participated in the II Congress of Young Farmers organised by
the European Parliament. The EESC in partnership with the EP hosted
the welcome reception for the participants. It was a very successful
gathering where Group III member, Pedro Narro, explained the EESC’s
work on and with young farmers. In his welcome speech Pedro stated
that: “without generational review in farms, agricultural sustainability
will never be a reality but a Utopia. Only 6% of European farmers are
under 35 old. To reverse this trend, it is essential to raise awareness, to
create new instruments and to effectively protect our rural areas. The
EESC is committed to showing solidarity with young farmers, to channelling their ideas, promoting
discussions and defending a model where young farmers are treated as a priority.”
Dilyana Slavova (BG)
President of the SOC Section
Member of Group III

The Green Week in Berlin: Use Diversity, Ensure
Sustainability, Increase Productivity
Established in 1926, the International Green Week (IGW) took place for the 79th time in January 2014
in Berlin. The IGW is a one-of-a-kind international exhibition for the food, agricultural and horticultural
industries. At the same time, the IGW is the point of origin for the Global Forum for Food and Agriculture
(GFFA) with more than 80 departmental ministers. Producers from all over the world come to IGW
to test market food and luxury items and reinforce their brand image. Following consumer trends,
regional sourcing plays an increasingly important role. Renewable resources, organic agricultural and
products, Fair Trade, rural development and gardening continue to gain importance at International
Green Week.
In terms of agricultural policy, the importance of the exhibition is clearly demonstrated by the
presence of 200 foreign ministers and state secretaries in addition to prime ministers, ministers and
state secretaries from Germany. This year the biggest events were the International Agricultural
Ministers’ Conference in conjunction with Berlin’s 5th Agricultural Ministers’ Summit, the 5th
International Agricultural and Food Industry Forum, the 6th Future Forum for Rural Development
and the Biofuel Congress. Of course the most significant for experts and professionals was the Global
Forum for Food and Agriculture (GFFA) - an international conference that focuses on central questions
concerning the future of the global agri-food industry. It was held during International Green Week
(IGW) and for the sixth time. The forum titled „Empowering Agriculture: Fostering Resilience –
Securing Food and Nutrition“ covered one of the biggest global challenges that we have to face

internationally - the question of safeguarding comprehensive food and nutrition security. The key
to conquer hunger, starvation and malnutrition is developing a highly performant yet sustainable
agriculture. For many years the international goal has been creating a high-yielding agricultural
grid work and thus tapping the full potential of agriculture. Economic, ecologic and social obstacles
however hinder progress in many cases. Countries, regions and entire people fight with problems like
scarcity of natural resources, increasing volatility of the agricultural market, loss of biodiversity and
decreasing soil fertility. Discussions at the conference focused on how agriculture and rural areas can
cope more effectively with economical, ecological and social challenges and crises (e.g. production
risks and market disruption, the degradation of natural resources, climate change) while at the same
time performing their central task of ensuring food security.
(From the left) In Berlin, Group III members,
Seppo KALLIO (FI) and Dilyana SLAVOVA
(BG ) with Adalbert KEINLE (DE), member
of the Employers’ Group (I)
The key to overcoming hunger at
global level is the development of a
productive, adaptable and resilient
agriculture sector based on three
key elements: diversity, sustainability
and productivity. However, in many places, efforts to establish efficient structures in agriculture
face major challenges: The increasing competition for scarce natural resources, the consequences
of climate change and the loss of biodiversity and soil fertility all constitute obstacles to using and
utilising agricultural production potential. Economic and financial crises and the increasing volatility
on the agricultural markets lessen the inclination to invest in the agricultural sector and consequently
reduce the sector’s productivity. Extreme weather events threaten agricultural structures. In addition
to this, in many places tackling the current challenges is made even more difficult by other factors
such as social inequality, a lack of know-how and a lack of access to education and capital. Agriculture
and rural areas can be strengthened and made more resilient in the face of these challenges. The
agricultural sector needs three key elements for this; it must:
• Use diversity: Diverse production helps to increase agriculture’s resilience. This involves the
conservation and sustainable cultivation of local plant varieties and animal breeds and the
valorisation and harnessing of genetic resources as an important basis for plant breeding. Diversity
saves lives!
• Ensure sustainability: An improved and thus sustainable management of natural resources,
especially soil and water, is a key requirement for having an agricultural sector which is adapted
to climate change. Only sustainable agriculture geared to climate protection can contribute to
combating global hunger. Sustainability is the future!
• Increase productivity: The global agricultural sector must be put in a position to meet the food
requirements of a growing world population. An increased production must be sustainable and
socially responsible. This has to be seen in the light of an increasing scarcity of resources. To this
end we need technology, expertise and investments. Productivity creates food!

News from Group III

Quote of the month…

The Various Interests’ Group of the European
Economic and Social Committee is organising
a major conference in Athens on Thursday 20
March 2014 at the Zappeion Exhibition Hall.
Following on from the successful conference which
took place in Thessaloniki on 31 May 2013, entitled,
‘The Impact of the Crisis on Greek Citizens: Moving
forward towards recovery!’ the main objective of
the conference in Athens will be to examine how
Greece can move forward towards growth, thus
overcoming the socio-economic consequences of

the crisis. It is hoped that the debates will explore
opportunities for sustainable growth, employment
and recovery in Greece, but also encourage steps
towards solidarity and a social Europe built on
social cohesion. Various eminent Greek dignitaries
have been invited to speak and it is expected that
around 200 representatives of organised civil
society from across Greece and the EU will attend.
To consult the draft agenda, please go to:
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-andactivities-greece-growth-recovery

“One day the great European War
will come out of some damned
foolish thing in the Balkans…”
(uttered in 1888!)
Otto von Bismarck (1815-1898)
Prussian politician and statesman
First “Iron Chancellor” of a united Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otto_von_Bismarck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Archduke_Franz_
Ferdinand_of_Austria

Highlights of the January 2014 EESC Plenary Session
Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions
Mrs Reine-Claude MADER (FR) is the Rapporteur for
the exploratory opinion on: “Consumer protection and
appropriate treatment of over-indebtedness to prevent
social exclusion” – INT/726.
Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) is the President of the study
group for the opinion on: “A roadmap for completing the
single market for parcel delivery” – INT/727.
Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the Rapporteur
for the own-initiative opinion on: “New business practices
in the Single Market” – INT/732.
Mr Thomas PALMGREN (FI) is the President of the study
group for the opinion on: “Industrial Policy Package Communication on the recovery challenges” – INT/733.

Mr Krzysztof PATER (PL) is the President of the study group
for the own-initiative opinion on: “Youth employment
measures - Best practices” –SOC/503.
Mr Viliam PÁLENÍK (SK) is the President of the study group
for the own-initiative opinion on: “Industrial changes in
the European packaging sector” – CCMI/122.
Mr Gabriel SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) is the Rapporteur
working alone for the opinion on: “Landing obligation” –
NAT/631.
Mr Kaul NURM (EE) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative
opinion on: “Land grabbing in Europe and its repercussions
on family farming” – NAT/632.

Mr Mario CAMPLI (IT) is the Rapporteur working alone
for the own-initiative opinion on: “Statute for a European
Mutual Society: views, role and contribution of civil
society” – INT/734.

Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) is the President of the study
group for the opinion on: “Long-range trans-boundary air
pollution - A Clean Air Programme for Europe - Limitation
of emissions of certain pollutants into the air from medium
combustion plants - Reduction of national emissions of
certain atmospheric pollutants” – NAT/634.

Mr Michael SMYTH (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion
on: “Finance for business: an investigation of alternative
supply mechanisms” – ECO/361.

Mr Roman HAKEN (CZ) is the President of the study group
for the opinion on: “The revision of the EU emission trading
system” – NAT/637.

Ms Indrė VAREIKYTĖ (LT) is the Rapporteur for the owninitiative opinion on: “Women in Science” – SOC/502.

Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion
on: “Energy prices and costs” – TEN/547.

Mr Pavel TRANTINA (CZ) is the President of the study group
for the own-initiative opinion on: “Digital society: access,
education, training, employment, tools for equality” –
TEN/548.
Mr Panagiotis GKOFAS (EL) is the Rapporteur for the
exploratory opinion on: “European immigration policy
and the relationship with third countries” – REX/398.
Mr Pedro NARRO (ES) is the Rapporteur for the information
report on: “The economic and social situation of young
people in the Euromed region” – REX/399.
Mrs Mall HELLAM (EE) is the Rapporteur for the owninitiative opinion on: “Civil society in Russia” – REX/400.
Ms Marina ŠKRABALO (HR) is the Rapporteur for the
own-initiative opinion on: “Enhancing Transparency and
Inclusiveness of Accession Negotiations” – REX/401.
The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work
may be consulted here:
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3-new-studygroups

Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC
At its plenary session on 21-22 January the European Economic and Social Committee
(EESC) adopted the following opinions for which Group III members were Rapporteurs
or Co-Rapporteurs.

that is gained, it could endeavour to harmonise legislation on crossborder issues and those bringing European added value to the
matter.

Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) – INT/686
“Collaborative or participatory consumption: a
sustainable model for the 21st century “ (EESC
opinion 2788-2013)
In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC states that
Collaborative consumption can meet social needs
in situations where there is no commercial interest and it can help,
as a for-profit activity, to create jobs, while complying with the rules
on taxation, safety, liability, consumer protection and other essential
rules. Given the complexity and importance of the emergence of
collaborative consumption, the relevant institutions need, on the
basis of the necessary studies, to regulate the practices carried out
within these forms of consumption, in order to establish the rights
and responsibilities of all the stakeholders involved. The Committee
calls upon the Commission to address the issue of collaborative
consumption in its work programme, tackling it in different stages.
For instance, the basic rights and principles already enshrined in
EU law to protect the public should be compiled. Also, the relevant
studies, identifying any potential barriers to the operation of these
activities and any problems that would need to be solved, need
to be drawn up. A database containing exchanges of experiences
and best practices in collaborative consumption should be set up
and made accessible to all consumers. The Commission could also
organise awareness-raising and information campaigns on these
forms of consumption. And, finally, on the basis of the experience

Georges CINGAL (FR) – NAT/623 “Prevention and
management of the introduction and spread of
invasive alien species” (EESC opinion 6354/2013)
The
EESC
welcomes
the
Commission
communication and the desire to adopt an EU
legal instrument, which is all the more necessary given the climate
problems (natural migrations towards the north), but emphasises
that the response may well appear overdue to those who raised
alarms long ago. The EESC believes that the Commission would
be advised to ensure that the actual title of the communication
in the Unions’ various languages meets with scientists’ approval.
The Committee prefers the term “espèces allogènes invasives” (or
“envahissantes”, EEE) for the French text. Moreover, the Committee
believes that combating invasive species should be considered
as a major European concern. It welcomes the Commission’s
commitment to introduce a general mechanism for combating
invasive alien species. Nevertheless, the EESC advises it to explain
the causes of these problems more clearly, in order to make clear the
need for a large-scale mobilisation of stakeholders to provide all the
relevant details to the body responsible for the question. The EESC
also advises the Commission to point out the efforts already made in
conducting experiments to combat the proliferation of introduced
species that are problematic, such as the LIFE programmes.

Other news that matters

In keeping with a new innovation introduced some months ago,
experts from various fields of experience are invited to address
our Group meetings on important and controversial topics of
current interest to inform our members, provoke debate and
facilitate an exchange views.

On Tuesday 21 January 2014, we welcomed Jennifer de Nijs, who is
a Senior Advisor to the League of Young Voters, (see the interview in
our October 2013 edition – link below), responsible for the Strategic
Coordination and Public Relations. She has participated in the development of the initiative
since its launch in 2011. It is a core project that has been developed as a separate European
Youth Forum initiative and the league consists of a network of partners working on the
European elections and youth (Votewatch Europe and IDEA - the International Education
Association debate). Ms de Nijs gave a very inspiring and comprehensive overview of the
campaign strategy and progress to date and presented a study on youth participation and
representation at EU elections. This study entitled: “Youth Absenteeism in the European
Parliamentary Elections” was compiled in cooperation with the IDEA and is due to be
published and disseminated this month, February 2014. She went on to tell us of their
plans to launch information events, intensify the campaign and increase publicity, in the
run-up to the EP elections in May 2014. Her intervention was followed by a lively discussion
with the members of Group III.

While the EESC appreciates the Commission’s stated desire to involve
the public in combating the proliferation of alien species already
identified, it would appreciate more if the Commission also called on
the public to find out about and take part in preventive measures.
The Committee also emphasises the important role played by civil
society organisations, particularly in the management of natural
or recreational areas. The EESC thus calls on the Commission
to examine the possibility of setting up an invasive alien plant
monitoring centre to be responsible for both the European
scoreboard and for exchanges with countries outside the EU. What
the EESC understands by a monitoring centre is a clearly identified
focal point that would bring together scientists and the public by
mobilising them on specific problems. It would then be possible to
build on local initiatives and emphasise points of convergence in a
modest publicity programme (Internet web pages). The EESC hopes
that the mechanism will actually be presented during the European
Parliament’s current term of office, which would enable it to be
operational before 2016. In conclusion, the EESC welcomes the fact
that the IAS issue is prompting the Commission to take an interest
in derelict land (poor land, disused railway lines, etc.) which are
often sources of infestation and colonisation and hopes that efforts
to eradicate problematic colonising species will make it possible to
develop specialised companies and create jobs.

NOTE: The complete texts of all EESC opinions are available in various
language versions on the Committee’s website:
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.opinions-search

It is with a heavy heart that we bid farewell to our stagiaire, Lina
Vosyliūtė, from Lithuania. She is a Human Rights Advocate, especially
passionate about the rights of migrants and Roma people. For this
reason, she has been actively participating for more than 10 years
within various NGOs in Lithuania, Malta, Hungary and South Africa.
In 2011, she graduated from the Human Rights MA programme
in Budapest based Central European University, Legal Studies
Department. Lina arrived at a very timely moment and was of
enormous assistance to us with the organisation of our conference
in Vilnius last October. Amongst other tasks, she assisted with the co-ordination of the
work of the Categories of Group III. Lina also worked, along with her fellow stagiaires, on a
communications’ strategy for the EESC, using their fresh eyes and ears, to take a good look at
the Committee and see what works and what doesn’t. The results of their observations were
compiled into a document and their proposals were presented to Jane MORRICE (UK), VicePresident of the EESC, with responsibility for Communications and the EESC President, Henri
MALOSSE (FR).
We wish her all the very best in her future endeavours and are confident that, with her
excellent work ethic and calm demeanour, she will have a successful and fulfilling career
ahead of her. Go for it Lina!

More information can be found here:
http://www.youngvoters.eu/eu/about
Europe III – October 2013:
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3-newsletter.29512
The study can be read here:
http://www.youthforum.org/assets/2014/02/YFJ-LYV_StudyOnYouthAbsenteeism_WEB.pdf
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regulations and projects managed by their respective DGs.
Mr Ludwig Willnegger, representative of the EDEKA group,
came to present various retail initiatives to improve fisheries
and aquaculture products. The speakers then replied to
many questions posed by the members as well as a number
by outside guests. The meeting, co-hosted by Ms. Mader and
Mr Cingal, was a great success given the presence of many
external participants in the Committee.

conference on Social Entrepreneurship which took place in
January of this year. A presentation of the World Cooperative
Monitor 2013 will take place, in addition to an exchange of
views with a representative of the Entrepreneurship and Social
Economy Unit of DG Enterprise. The meeting on 14 March will
also provide the opportunity to update members on recent
developments in the Cooperative Sector and on the draft EESC
Opinion on a Statute for a European Mutual Society.

The Farmers’ Category is due to meet on Wednesday 5 March
2014. Amongst other agenda items are a presentation by
Pierre Bascou, Head of Unit E.1, Unit for Agricultural Policy,
Analysis and Perspectives of DG Agriculture and Rural
Development, on the theme of “The implementation of the
CAP reform”. Group III member Lutz Ribbe (DE), President of
the Sustainable Development Observatory, will take part in
an exchange of views with the category members, who will
then go on to discuss the organisation of the joint meeting
of the Farmers and the Consumers and Environment
categories, which is planned for 26 June 2014.

The SMEs, Crafts and Liberal Professions Category will
hold a meeting on 1st of April 2014, in the morning. The
spokesperson will present the latest developments and give
an overview of his activities over the past months. Members
will also have an opportunity to conduct a thematic
debate on the “Crowdfunding in the EU – Exploring the
added value of potential EU action” with the interventions
of representatives of the European institutions as well as
of SMEs and business organisations. A presentation by a
specialist in design and investment is also foreseen.

The “Consumer and environment” category met on Friday
14 February 2014 to discuss the issue of “Farmed fish: what
impacts to the health of consumers and the environment?”.
Mr Don Staniford, Director of the NGO “Protect Wild
Scotland” made a presentation on the environmental
impact of salmon farming in toxic aquaculture farms and
their impact on the health of consumers. The issue of the
supervision of aquaculture and farming products in Europe
was addressed by the Commission representatives: Mr Paolo
More information on the work of the categories can be found on
Caricato and Mr Frans Verstraete (DG SANCO) and Mr Dario The Social Economy Category will hold a meeting for Friday our website, by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or
Dubolino and Ms. Isabel Sanz (DG MARE) who presented the 14 March 2014 to discuss possible follow-up to the Strasbourg the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.
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