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Europe is already the oldest region in the world and, over 
the next 50 years, will experience a continuing rise in life 
expectancy. Europe’s population is ageing because people 
are living longer and not producing enough children. It is a 
major challenge for the EU across many areas of life including 
employment, the sustainability of welfare systems and 
pensions provision. The EU is committed to promoting the 
concept of active ageing, which is about ensuring that older 
people can play an active role in society. A pilot European 
Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing was 
launched. The pilot Partnership aims to pursue a triple win 
for Europe: improving the health status and quality of life of 
older people; supporting the long-term sustainability and 
efficiency of health and social care systems; enhancing the 
competitiveness of EU industry through business and the 
expansion of new markets.

However, partnerships are not enough. In addition to 
partnerships, Europe needs a coordinated and consistent 
approach to research on ageing. Although much good 
research and research output is already available, we live in 
a world of continual flux. Society, technology, medicine and 
elderly people themselves are continually changing and 

new research is always needed to enable us to keep pace 
with developments and respond to new circumstances with 
appropriate, timely (political) measures. Europe needs a road 
map to prioritise ageing research, to identify the key priorities 
and to ensure that those priorities are widely agreed. In this 
field Europe lags behind the US whose National Institute on 
Ageing very effectively prioritises ageing research. Moreover, 
we have to ensure that all stakeholders - older people, policy 
makers, NGOs, businesses, and the public - agree with the 
priorities.

This will be a combination of social and scientific/
technological innovations. In terms of the key priorities for the 
road map and the 8th Framework Programme (FP8), there 
must be a specific theme in FP8 on ageing, otherwise there 
will be no focus and the issue will become invisible. Ageing 
must be recognised as a multidisciplinary subject that needs 
collaboration between disciplines. The ageing theme must 
engage the end users of the research; policy makers, producers 
and so on but, especially, older people. A key scientific focus 
must be active and healthy ageing, as seen from different 
disciplinary perspectives. There should be an expectation of 
multidisciplinary collaboration. Appropriate infrastructure is 

also needed and focal points for research could be: staying 
healthy and promoting health; stepping up prevention; 
prevention and early detection of a broad array of diseases – 
particularly dementia and other neurodegenerative diseases; 
promoting age-appropriate mobility and autonomy - in both 
urban and rural areas; learning for a long life (active ageing 
images and culture); patient competency; medicine for the 
elderly; the importance of music and art in the ageing process 
in different cultures; ethics in research; death and dying in the 
ageing society and, cross-border health threats.

So, to conclude, we urgently need a road map to ensure that 
Europe acts in a concerted and focused way in the ageing 
research field.

Please see the European Commission website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/ey2012.jsp

The Future We Want
In June 2102 leaders from around the world will assemble in Rio 
for another Summit meeting on sustainable development, 20 
years after the first Rio Earth Summit put sustainable development 
firmly on the world’s agenda. Hopes are high that on this occasion 
will bring about real change, and focus the world much more 
concretely on the steps that need to be taken to transform the 
operation of the global economy in a greener, more sustainable 
direction; and that new arrangements will be put in place to 
strengthen governance for sustainability at international and 
national level. The EESC has been involved in the preparations 
for this new Summit meeting from the outset, producing a first 
opinion setting out ambitious ideas for the Summit outcomes as 
far back as September 2010 before negotiations started. A year 
later it produced a further opinion on the contribution of civil 
society to the Rio process (CESE 1386/11)  after an active process 
of engagement with civil society organisations in Europe and 
with official negotiators at the first PrepCom.

The EESC President, Staffan Nilsson, has made the advancement 
of sustainable development a central theme of his Presidency 
and has engaged whole-heartedly with the preparations. 
At his initiative, a major Conference1 was organised on the 
Rio preparations on 7-8 February this year, and arranged for 

sustainable development and the Rio Conference to be a key 
topic in the EESC’s engagement with colleagues in Brazil, China 
and other regions this year. He also intends to lead the EESC 
delegation to Rio in June and engage there with civil society 
organisations from around the world to advance and embed 
sustainable development more firmly throughout society in all 
parts of the world.

EUROPE III: So what then can the world hope to achieve from 
this event?

At our February conference, representatives of civil society 
adopted a package of 17 challenges2 for leaders and negotiators 
at the UN. The challenges identified by civil society reflect that a 
greater sense of urgency and ambition are required to make the 
necessary changes. As well as the need for proactive management 
of a transition, it needs to be a fair one with investment and 
support for business and society. In the absence of such a focus the 
Summit is unlikely to make a real difference and bring about the 
changes required to live within the limitations of the planet and 
also address social, economic and environmental challenges we 
already face. The key challenge identified during the conference 
was to call on world leaders to commit to a concrete and detailed 

action plan leading to sustainable development and poverty 
eradication with a greater emphasis on the social dimension. 
Amongst the challenges posed to world leaders are; specific 
measures to improve civil society involvement particularly in 
managing the transition, the establishment of an ombudsman 
for future generations, the adoption of a ten-year work 
programme on sustainable consumption including measures to 
phase out unsustainable consumption and production patterns. 
In particular, the role of European leaders is highlighted as a call 
on to prepare themselves for more ambitious action, expecting 
them to work for a more ambitious document as regards targets, 
timing, financing, legal commitment and follow-up.

The relevance of the EESCs ongoing work is clear, in particular, 
work on beyond growth, restarting growth, use of natural 
resources (CAP/CFP), rights of women and sustainable 
consumption and production, along with the ongoing call for 
context in the form of the EU Sustainable Development Strategy 
that can provide a framework for a clear and targeted green 
economy.
1http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-civil-society-rio20
2http://www.eesc.europa.eu/resources/docs/final_rio-conf-message_en.pdf
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OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
The “Consumers and Environment Category” will hold a meeting 
on 28 February 2012 and will be chaired by the category spokesperson 
and Group III member, Reine-Claude Mader (FR). Members will be 
briefed, by a member of the INT Section secretariat, on the current 
state of play concerning the planning and programme of the 
European Consumers’ Day (ECD), which will be held in Copenhagen 
on 15 March 2012 (see link below). Following that, two guest speakers 
have been invited: Olivier Micol, representative of DG Sanco, who 
will give an overview of the EU consumers’ agenda and Regina 
Schneider, from the European Environment Bureau (EEB), who will 
make a presentation about the EU environment programme.

To consult the full agenda please visit our website at: http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/?i=portal.en.consumers-and-environment-category-
documents.22148

To read more about the ECD 2012, please visit: http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-european-consumer-
day-2012

The “SMEs, Crafts and Professions Category” will hold a meeting 
on 7 March 2012. Following some words of introduction from the 
President of Group III, Luca Jahier (IT), Othmar Karas, Vice-
President of the European Parliament and President of SMEs 
Intergroup on the agenda for 2012 will introduce and moderate a 
debate on: “Ways to intensify the cooperation between the EESC 
and the European Parliament”. The category spokespersons, Group 
III members, Thomas Palmgren (FI) and Carlos Pereira Martins 
(PT), will then give an overview of current themes on the EESC 

agenda that are of concern to the SMEs, Crafts and Professions sector, 
which will include a look at ongoing opinions, where Ronny Lannoo 
(BE), Member of Group III and Rapporteur will present his opinion 
(INT/619) entitled “Programme for the Competitiveness of SMEs  
(2014-2020)” To round off the morning session, Luc Hendrickx, of 
UEAPME’s Competitiveness of Enterprises, External Relations, Legal 
Affairs unit, will make a presentation on: “The point of view of 
UEAPME on the annual program of the Commission and of 
the Danish Presidency”. During the afternoon, the spokespersons 
will present the draft Working Programme of the Category in 2012 
and Group I member, Madi Sharma, will present, as an example of 
best practice, the “Entrepreneur Envoy: Turing Ideas into Action 
– Promoting Sustainability – Celebrating Success” (www.
entrepreneurenvoy.org). A round table discussion with members for 
input will follow and then the spokespersons will address their closing 
remarks to the participants.

To consult the full agenda, please visit our website: http://www.
eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.smes-professions-and-crafts-category-
documents.22283

A “Farmers’ Category” meeting is planned for 15 March 2012. 
The guest speaker, Bart Soldaat, Secretary-General of the Bruges 
Group, will give a presentation on the E-Learning course on the 
CAP (ELCAP), after which, members will have the opportunity to 
pose questions and have a general debate. Then, the category 
spokesperson, Yves Somville (BE), will present the new working 
methods for the categories that were adopted by the Bureau of Group 

III in December 2011, which will be followed by an open discussion on 
the future role of the Farmers’ category.

To consult the full agenda, please visit our website: http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/?i=portal.en.farmers-category-documents.22214

The “Social Economy Category” will hold a meeting on 16 March 
2012. Klaus Niederlander, the new director of Cooperatives Europe, 
has been invited to make a presentation to the members outlining 
his priorities for his tenure in office. Other agenda items include an 
update on the progress of the study on “The Social Economy in the 
EU” and an exchange of views with the authors of the study (CIRIEC) 
is foreseen. The spokesperson of the category, Group III member, 
Miguel Ángel Cabra De Luna (ES), will also brief the members on 
the new working methods for the categories, which were adopted 
by the Bureau of Group III in December 2011. Finally, the members 
will have a brainstorming discussion about topics/themes for future 
meetings

To consult the full agenda, please visit our website: http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/?i=portal.en.social-economy-category-documents

More information on the work of the categories can be found on 
our website (http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3), by 
contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or the Secretariat of 
Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

Highlights of the January 2012 EESC Plenary Session

Mrs Ariane RODERT (SE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“European Social Entrepreneurship Funds” – INT/623

Mr Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES) is the Rapporteur for the 
opinion on: “Procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, 
transport and postal services sectors / Public procurement / The award 
of concession contracts” – INT/624-626

Mr Thomas PALMGREN (FI) is the President of the study group for the 
own-initiative opinion on: “Self-employment” - INT/628

Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the Rapporteur for the 
own-initiative opinion on: “Involvement of consumer associations in 
the establishment and functioning of the single market” – INT/629.

Prof. Gerd WOLF (DE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Research 
and training programme of EAEC – Horizon 2020 (2014-2018)” – 
INT/631.

Mr Étele BARÁTH (HU) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative opinion 
on: “Europe 2020: what macro and micro actions are needed to 
promote smart and inclusive growth simultaneously” – ECO/327.

Mr Krzysztof PATER (PL) is the President of the study group for the 
opinion on: “Tackling cross-border inheritance tax obstacles within 
the EU” – ECO/328.

Mr Cristian PÎRVULESCU (RO) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Enhanced intra-EU solidarity in the field of asylum” – SOC/442.

Mr Krzysztof PATER (PL) is the President of the study group for the 
own-initiative opinion on: “Measures to strengthen vulnerable 
groups’ rights at the workplace” – SOC/444.

Mr Pavel TRANTINA (CZ) is the President of the study group for the 
own-initiative opinion on: “Unleashing the potential of young people 
with high intellectual abilities in the European Union” – SOC/444.

Mr Ákos TOPOLÁNSZKI (HU) is the General-Rapporteur for the own-
initiative/additional opinion on: “Societal empowerment and 
integration of Roma citizens in Europe” – SOC/447.

Mrs Maureen O’NEILL (UK) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative 
opinion on: “The involvement and participation of older people in 
society” – SOC/448.

Mr Arno METZLER (DE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Recognition of professional qualifications and administrative 
cooperation” – SOC/451.

Mr Ludvík JÍROVEC (CZ) is the President of the study group for the 
own-initiative opinion on: “European Technology Platforms (ETPs) 
and industrial change” – CCMI/099.

Mr Corrado ROSSITTO (IT) is the President of the study group for the 
own-initiative opinion on: “Need for a European Defence Industry: 
industrial, innovative and social aspects” – CCMI/100.

Mrs Josiane WILLEMS (LU) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative 
opinion on: “Social farming: Green care and social and health policies” 
– NAT/539.

Mr Carlos TRIAS PINTÓ (ES) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative 
opinion on: “Cooperatives and agri-food development” – NAT/541.

Mr Lutz RIBBE (DE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Innovation 
for a sustainable future” – NAT/SDO/546.

Mr Pedro NARRO (ES) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Establishment of a Programme for the Environment and Climate 
Action (LIFE)” – NAT/SDO/547.

Mr Gabriel SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) is the Rapporteur for the opinion 
on: “Countries allowing non-sustainable fishing for the purpose of the 
conservation of fish stocks” – NAT/548.

Mr Gabriel SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) is the Rapporteur for the opinion 
on: “Integrated maritime policy” – NAT/549.

Mr Ioannis VARDAKASTANIS (EL) is President of the study group for the 
exploratory opinion on: “Transport White Paper: Towards adhesion 
and engagement of civil society” – TEN/479.

Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) is the Co-Rapporteur for the exploratory 
opinion on: “Energy Roadmap for 2050” – TEN/481.

Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the Rapporteur for the 
own-initiative opinion on: “The responsible use of social networks and 
the prevention of related problems” – TEN/483.

Mr Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES) is President of the study group 
for the own-initiative opinion on: “Issues with defining social housing 
as a service of general economic interest” – TEN/484.

Mr Richard ADAMS (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Nuclear 
safety cooperation” – TEN/485.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

Former Group III member, Derek Osborn, was the first Chairman 
of the Committee’s Sustainable Development Observatory 
(SDO), and is currently President of Stakeholder Forum, an 
international network of civil society organisations promoting 
sustainable development in the UN and other international for 
a. We asked him what prospects he foresees for Rio to deliver the 
kind of outcome the Committee and civil society organisations 
in Europe are seeking. He replied:

“Summits almost always deliver less than you hope but more than you fear. I believe that 
there is quite a good prospect of agreeing on a set of global sustainable development 
goals to complement and enrich the existing Millennium Development Goals, and on new 
arrangements to strengthen international governance for sustainability. I hope that we shall 

see a decisive move forward in the direction of creating natural capital accounts and better 
measures of well-being to complement GDP. We should establish a roadmap too for the 
kind of instruments needed to green the global economy and promote resource efficiency 
throughout the world. I am sure EESC are right too to go on stressing the importance of the 
social aspect of the agenda and the key issues of water, food and energy security.

The EESC has a vital part to play in emphasizing and projecting the key role that must be 
played by all the different civil society actors throughout the world in advancing sustainable 
development; and it is really encouraging that they have been able to strengthen links 
with civil society actors and organisations in other parts of the world around this crucial 
endeavour. I believe the international gathering between the EESC and similar civil society 
organisations from other parts of the world that is due to take place alongside the Summit 
will be one of the most significant and hopefully seminal side events at Rio.”

	  



News from civil society organisations close to Group III 

EU CAN WAIT NO LONGER FOR 
COLLECTIVE REDRESS

On 2 February 2012, BEUC issued a 
press release in which it welcomes the support of its position 
from the EP in putting clear pressure on the Commission 
to introduce a system of Collective Redress providing EU 
consumers with a collective compensation tool for commercial 
malpractice.

To read the full text, click here: http://docshare.beuc.org/docs/1/
KBMJCPMAMDLCFMHFBGHPILKGPDWY9DBDTD9DW3571KM/
BEUC/docs/DLS/2012-00070-01-E.pdf

THE DEBT TRAP

On 24 January 2012, CECOP 
promoted a new book on 

their website entitled: “Capital and the Debt Trap: learning from 
cooperatives in the global crisis”.

To read more about this publication, please click here: http://www.
cecop.coop/The-Debt-Trap

 

A STEP IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION REGARDING 
COLLECTIVE REDRESS

In a press release issued on 3 February 2012, COFACE 
encourages the Commission to propose a legal instrument 
which would not only set up a Collective Redress Framework 
at EU level dealing with EU law infringements but also to incite 
all EU Member States to set up a collective redress mechanism 
in their own country, in full respect of their legal traditions and 
practices, but abiding by a set of core principles.

To read the press release, please go to: http://coface-eu.org/en/
upload/10_Press/2012.02.03%20PR%20collective%20redress-en.
pdf

Also check out their written response here: http://www.coface-eu.
org/en/Policies/Consumers-Health/Collective-redress/

C O P A - C O G E C A 
WELCOMES FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CAP

In a press release dated 23 January 2012, Copa-Cogeca 2011, 
the Presidents of COPA and COGECA welcomed the 50th 
anniversary of the CAP, saying that it is in the only truly common 
policy and has made an important and successful contribution 
to the construction of Europe.

To consult the full press release, please go to: http://www.copa-
cogeca.eu/Main.aspx?page=HomePage

 

NATURA 2000 IS “MISSION POSSIBLE”

In a press release issued on 2 February 2012, the 
EEB elaborated on the conclusions of a report 
published that day by green group EEB on the 

network started under the now 20 year old Habitats Directive.

The full text of the press release can be read here: http://www.eeb.
org/EEB/index.cfm/news-events/news/natura-2000-is-mission-
possible/

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT GOT IT WRONG

In a press release issued on 
23 January 2012, EUROCOOP 
criticises an EP Resolution 

which it views as presenting a unilateral approach to the 
question of (un)fair relationships among food operators and 
seriously undermines the work done so far by the actors of the 
food chain.

The full text of the press release can be read here: http://
w w w.eurocoop.coop/index .php?opt ion=com_content
&view=ar tic le&id=450%3Aparl iaments-resolution- on-
imbalances-of-food-chain-is-simplistic-undermines-work-in-
progress&catid=47%3Afood-policy&Itemid=194&lang=en

SMES WELCOME FOCUS ON GROWTH

On 31 January 2012, UEAPME issued a press 
release in which it welcomed the statement 

made by Heads of State and Government at the end of the 
informal European Council meeting that took place in Brussels 
on Monday 30 January 2012 where a timely choice of topics 
discussed are fundamental for Europe’s enterprises in general 
and for its millions of SMEs.

The full text of the press release can be read here: http://www.
ueapme.com/IMG/pdf/120131_pr_Council_conclusions.pdf

WORLD REPORT ON DISABILITY 
LAUNCHED

On 7th December 2011, the World Report on 
Disability was presented and discussed at a 
launch event in the European Parliament.  

To watch the video and get more information on this story, 
please go to: http://www.edf-feph.org/Page_Generale.
asp?DocID=13855&thebloc=28871

UN RELEASES 2011 WORLD YOUTH REPORT

The EYF has published details on its website 
concerning the publication of the 2011 UN World 
Youth Report which explores the transition of 
young people from education and training into 

the labour market.

To read more and find a link to the report, please go to: http://
www.youthforum.org/index.php

 

 

 

 

 

	  

 



Overview of our 
Members’ Work in the EESC 

At its plenary session on 18-19 January 2012 the 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 
adopted the following opinions for which Group III 
members were Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Seppo KALLIO (FI) – NAT/522 “Establishing 
a multiannual plan for the Baltic salmon 
stock and the fisheries exploiting that stock” 
(EESC opinion 150/2012)

In this opinion, the EESC welcomes and 
endorses the objectives of the multiannual plan to ensure 
sustainable exploitation and safeguard the genetic integrity 
and diversity of all Baltic Sea salmon stocks but, finds that 
the timetable is unrealistic for weak southern stocks in the 
light of current information. It believes it is essential for 
fishing restrictions to apply to the entire life cycle of salmon 
and to all forms of fishing. The European Economic and 
Social Committee considers it essential to monitor salmon 
fishing adequately and effectively, and recommends that 
resources be focused urgently on monitoring salmon 
fishing. Moreover, it emphasises the importance of state-
of-the-art salmon research for successful implementation 
of the multiannual plan. As well as reliable statistics on 
catches, more information is needed on the causes of at-
sea mortality. In conclusion, the EESC considers that the 
proposal for a regulation might entail negative employment 
effects for commercial fishermen, the processing industry, 
sales, equipment, fishing tourism and aquaculture.

 

Jane MORRICE (UK) – REX/326  “The role 
of the European Union in peace building 
in external relations: best practice and 
perspectives “ (EESC opinion 156/2012)

This proposal, which is a follow-up to the 
EESC own-initiative opinion (SC/029 - CESE 1686/2008) on 
“The EU role in the Northern Ireland peace process” looks very 
closely at ways in which the EU can pass on the knowledge 
and experience gained through its peace-building work 
to other areas of conflict in the world. The opinion makes 
recommendations on how the EU can extend the valuable 
work of the EU’s new External Action Service and build up 
its reputation as a highly capable and credible peace builder 
on the world stage. Despite efforts to improve coherence, 
there is an urgent need to draw up a clearly defined Peace-
building Strategy which would include civilian, military, 
diplomatic, rapid response, humanitarian aid, development, 
trade and investment actions and all other EU actions which 
have an impact on fragile zones. Civil society organisations 
have a crucial role to play in ensuring the effectiveness and 
long-term sustainability of any peace-building strategy, 
through cooperation and consultation processes with local 
“non-state actors”. There is much to learn in terms of “positive 
experience sharing” and examples could be used more 
extensively in the EU tool kit of peace-building experience. 
The creation of a Centre for Peace-building linked with 
other bodies working in the field to provide a focus for 
independent expert advice, dialogue, training, study and 
experience sharing between people working in the field is 
viewed as a valuable asset supporting the work of the EEAS 
in the crucial area of Peace-building.
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A few words 
about Václav 
Havel (1936-
2011)

Václav Havel was my boss for more than six years, when I had the 
opportunity to work for him in the Office of the President of the Czech 
Republic. From my experience, I know that he was quite shy, self-
doubting and very informal: at the same time, he had a very inspirational 
personality. I remember one evening a discussion, which I had with 
him some four years ago at his cottage at Hrádeček. We were talking 
about the education of the younger generation and about Scouting. He 
had been a scout from his childhood and supported our association, as 
well as many other NGOs and movements active in the field of citizens’ 
empowerment and the defence of human rights.

For decades, Václav Havel was an example of an active citizen, who spent 
more than four years in communist prisons due to the fact that he refused 
to live “a life of lies”. He has left us a famous message from the 1989 
Velvet Revolution that: “Truth and Love must prevail over lies and hatred”. 
We, who are endorsing this premise, are often laughed at by political 
pragmatics and viewed as dreamers. But we are proud to endeavour to 
promote these ideals and ethical standards in politics. Václav Havel was 
not only a brave dissident of the Communist regime and later a great 
statesman, but also a political philosopher and a defender of human 
rights. His essay “The power of the powerless” from the 1970s, is well-
known. Over a fourteen year period, he organised an annual conference 
called “Forum 2000”, which brought important thinkers and politicians to 
Prague to discuss the problems of today’s world, globalization and human 
rights.

You are probably aware that Václav Havel was seriously ill since 1996, 
and despite this he lived on for another fifteen years – literally by the 
force of his will power – for the benefit of us, his fellow citizens of the 
Czech Republic and for Europe, along with oppressed people all around 
the World – in Cuba, Burma, Tibet and elsewhere. It was during his 
imprisonment during the communist era that his lifelong support of civil 
society was forged. I would say that he was one of the most important 
advocates of civil society anywhere in the World. This is mirrored, for 
instance, in his speech from 19991 in which he said:

“Civil society, at least as I see it, is simply one of the great opportunities 
for human responsibility for the world... a human being is intrinsically 
disposed not to be indifferent towards fellow humans and towards 
society.  People desire to be appreciated for that which they give to the 
environment around them. Humanity constitutes a subject of conscience, 
of moral order, of love for our fellow humans. Civil society is one of the 
ways in which our human nature can be exercised in its entirety, including 
its more subtle elements, which are more difficult to grasp, but are 
perhaps the most important of all.”

Pavel Trantina (CZ) 
Vice-President of Group III

NOTE: At its meeting on 18 January 2012, Group III adopted, unanimously, a 
proposal to rename the “EESC Civil Society Prize” after Václav Havel – to become 
the “Václav Havel Civil Society Prize”. This proposal has been communicated to 
the Presidency of the EESC for due consideration.

1 Speech by Vaclav Havel, President of the Czech Republic, on the Occasion of  the “Vaclav 
Havel’s Civil Society Symposium” on “Vaclav Havel’s ideas and his Civil Society conception”,  
delivered at  Macalester College, Minneapolis/St.Paul, U.S.A. on 26 April 1999

Other news that matters

	  

News from Group III

Marking the entering into force of the 
European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI)
Following through on one of the main conclusions of the seminar on the European 
Citizens’ Initiative (ECI)1 in June last year, Group III is taking forward the offer of 
support to EESC members to organise local/national events to mark the entry into 
force of the ECI on 1st of April. The aim of the action is to raise awareness of the ECI 
amongst members of the general public, highlight its potential and provide them with 

information on how it works. These national/local events will take place during the last two weeks of March, 
in the run up to the entering into force of the ECI. This will culminate in the EESC, highlighting this historic 
occasion, in the organisation of a joint event, in Brussels on 30 March 2012, on the ECI, in collaboration with 
the Committee of the Regions. The above guide2 , published by the EESC in 2011, explains how the ECI 
will enable EU citizens to express their demands in a new and unprecedented way. The essence is that by 
collecting one million signatures across Europe, they can call upon the European Commission to propose 
or change European legislation.
1 For more information on this event, please visit: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-citizen-initiative-ori
2 The ECI guide is available in all 22 EU languages here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.publications.18960

	  

Quote of the month…

“Work banishes those three great 
evils, boredom, vice, and poverty.” 

Voltaire (1694-1788) 
French Enlightenment writer, 

historian, philosopher and wit

 If you are interested in learning more about Mr. Havel and the reaction of Czech society to his sudden death in December 2011,  
we would suggest that you read a very interesting article at:   

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2012/feb/09/vaclav-havel-1936-2011/

You can also watch a moving tribute photo-slide show here: http://youtu.be/hyc0cZIZ_Z8


