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Luca Jahier (IT) 
President of the “Various Interests” Group

“The credit crunch and shrinking savings: how to 
break the vicious circle to kick-start recovery?” – this 
was the title of our conference on, Thursday 6 June 
2013, that brought together members of Group III and 
representatives of consumers, SMEs, credit institutions, 
liberal professions, family organisations, cooperatives 
and organisations standing up for the public interest. 
The aim of the day was to discuss the real situation 
faced by these actors, give them the floor to put forward 
their proposals and best practices that could help to 
break the vicious circle triggered by the crisis, launch a 
process of recovery, and give fresh impetus – the kick-
start to the European economy included in the title of 
the conference. The main conclusions (http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/resources/docs/final-conclusions-en.pdf ) 
were presented to key European institutional actors, the 
European Commission and the European Parliament, 
who were invited to give their reactions to them, in the 
closing session. 

People – understand as consumers, families and 
entrepreneurs of all kinds – are currently trapped in a vicious 
circle by the economic downturn. Consumers no longer 
know how to save money securely and productively, and 
businesses experience enormous difficulty in starting up, 
operating and growing – access to credit being the second-
greatest cause of difficulty for all types of SMEs. Listening to 
the debates, we realised that all these players, even if highly 
diverse, in fact share the same needs and could be allies and 
form a common platform aiming at: more transparency, 
more help from sector organisations in making the right 
investment choices, more training, new ways of interacting 
with financial institutions when seeking loans, new ways 
of obtaining loans and guarantees, new ways of investing 
savings, and at the same time helping society to grow and 
conserve the environment, for example.

So, going back to our initial question, one of the key 
phrases that came out from the debates was mutual 
tRuSt. Trust not only in the financial markets and in the 
financial institutions, but also trust in the credit-worthiness 
of borrowers. Measures are being taken at EU level to 
counter the risks for the financial sector and to fill the 
existing gaps in our regulatory and supervisory systems, 
all aimed at protecting the public and rebuilding trust in 
the financial markets. However, we need to go beyond, 
towards a radical change of attitude from the actors of 

the real economy: lenders and borrowers have to take their 
responsibilities seriously according to the fundamental 
principle of responsible lending for responsible borrowers, 
banks should become closer to their clients, leave enough 
room for “relationship banking”, proximity, personalised 
service seeking healthy relationships instead of formulaic 
assessments based solely on figures. 

Another key word is DIVERSIFICatION. Diversification of 
banks in mutual societies, cooperatives, ethical banks; of 
sources of funding such as “crowd financing”, securitisation 
of SMEs, project, social and territorial bonds; of incentives 
like fiscal stimulus packages, joint use of structural funds 
and EIB instruments. But also diversification of rules and 
measures to take into account the specific features and 
differences of the diverse groups of stakeholders, such as 
social enterprises and liberal professions, for example. 

Last but not least, SOCIal RESPONSIBIlItY – channel 
savings towards socially responsible investment funds, 
managed according to a long-term vision, consideration 
of the general interest, reliability and analytical rigour and 
investing in those organisations that have a better track 
record of good behaviour and encourage sustainable 
development. This should help to make the whole of society 

learn from the virtuous financial circle and all stakeholders 
can work from a new perspective, geared to sustainability 
and a fairer society focused on the well-being of its members.

That is why I believed, and believe even more passionately 
now since our conference, that a powerful alliance 
between households and businesses, between consumers 
and entrepreneurs of every kind is both possible and 
increasingly urgent in order to bring about healthier, more 
secure management of savings and credit that is open to 
all. There is wealth around, as the data shows: what we 
need is for a greater share of the money in circulation to be 
shifted away from unearned income and towards the real 
economy, rewarding risk with suitable forms of guarantee 
and insurance, which are also just as available.

By giving impetus to the many best practices that are 
already in place, the vicious circle can be broken and paths 
towards a future for Europe’s economy can be opened up.

 

Group III member 
Michael SMYTH (UK)
Former President of the ECO 
Section

“Orthodoxy is not an adequate response to the current 
economic situation. We cannot go on with fragmented 
markets and, at the moment, we are sticking plasters 
everywhere around the place. Banks became risk-
adverse, the antithesis of what they used to do…”

 

Group III Vice-President 
Arno METZLER (DE)

“Adjust the banks’ rules on allowing credit and the 
staff’s skills in assessing the credit rating of liberal 
professionals….”

 

Group III member 
Reine-Claude MADER (FR)
Spokesperson for the Consumers’ 
& Environment Category

“We need tailored products for individuals and careful 
attention to usury rates. Professionals should show 
more responsibility towards consumers there is a 
necessity for more independent information…”

 

Group III member 
Carlos TRIAS-PINTÓ (ES)
President of the CCMI

“People demand responsible financial products that 
are transparent (with a reduced but known level of risk) 
as well as socially useful. The financial industry has to 
react and design a range of appropriate new products. 
It would be a good practice to involve consumer 
organisations in the design and validation of these 
products…”

 

Group III member 
Panagiotis GKOFAS (EL)

“There is no access to credit for SMEs in Greece, Cyprus 
nor Portugal and banks earn money on the backs of 
savers. We need a permanent Task Force to monitor 
and improve joint market solutions…”

 

Vice-President of the European 
Parliament Othmar KARAS
President of the SME Intergroup

“We need one stop shops to improve information 
to SMEs on credit opportunities and the conditions 
attached to them…”

 

To consult the full programme, 
read the presentations, view 
the video and tweets and read 
the conclusions, please go to:  
h t t p : / / w w w . e e s c . e u r o p a .
eu/?i=por tal.en.e vents- and-
activities-creditcrunch

To read a newspaper article on 
the conference published by 
NEW EUROPE, please click on the 
following link:
http://www.neurope.eu/article/
e u - f i n a n c i a l - s y s t e m - n e e d s -
structural-changes 



News from Group III

The ImpacT of The crIsIs on Greek cITIzens: 
movInG forward Towards recovery!

“With the unity of Greek citizens and hard work, Greece can overcome the current crisis”. 
With these words Mr Theodore Karaoglou, Minister for Macedonia and Thrace of the 
Hellenic Republic, officially opened the conference of the Various Interests Group of the 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), which took place in Thessaloniki, 
Greece on 31 May. Entitled: ‘The Impact of the Crisis on Greek Citizens: moving forward 
towards recovery’, the event provided a forum for discussion and information sharing 
on the human, social and economic impact of the crisis on Greek citizens. The event 
was attended by approximately 100 persons, including 30 EESC members, Greek civil 
society organisations and representatives of the Hellenic Republic. 
 
Speaking on behalf of the members of the Various Interests Group, Mr Luca Jahier, 
President of the Group, stressed that: “we need to get the right balance between 
austerity, fiscal responsibility and growth-promoting measures. We need the right 
balance between the economic and social dimensions to the crisis”. President Jahier 
called on Greece to continue to fight corruption, to reduce deficit imbalances and 
to carry out structural reforms to make the country more competitive. But he also 
stressed that such measures must be complemented by growth and equity promoting 
measures, by employment creation, poverty reduction and the protection of consumer 
rights. Crucially, he stressed that all of the above should be underpinned by political 
legitimacy and democratic accountability.  

Similar views were echoed by the Vice-President of the EESC, Mr Hans-Joachim Wilms, 
who highlighted that “What we need urgently in Europe is a change of strategy, 
we need a sustainable strategy for growth”. In turn, the President of the Employers’ 
Group of the EESC, Mr Jacek Krawczyk, called for ‘More Europe’, as “more European 
integration will provide opportunities to help Greece, but there must also be a focus on 
implementing policies”. Mr Georges Dassis, President of the Workers’ Group of the EESC 
stressed the necessity for European solidarity and for both national and European 
solutions to the crisis.

Arguably, the event contributed towards opening up avenues for dialogue, clarifying 
misconceptions and building reciprocal trust among Greek and European civil 
society. Moreover, it illustrated that a vast array of Greek actors have the energy and 
the determination to help the country exit the crisis as soon as possible. During the 
discussions there was the recognition that errors have been made in the past and 
that there must be a concerted effort to combat unemployment, particularly youth 
unemployment, to prevent tax evasion, corruption, the black economy and to correct 
the inefficiencies of the public administration. As was stated by Mr Dimitrios Bakatselos, 
President of the Thessaloniki Chamber of Commerce and Industry which was hosting 
the event: “A pre-condition not only to development, but also for the survival of the 
Greek economy is a return of trust in the State and for Greek citizens to recognise that 
their sacrifices have not been in vain, that there will be an end to the austerity.”

The event also illustrated that the EESC has a crucial complementary role to play 
in engaging with citizens, in being an honest broker of civil society dialogue across 
Member States and in communicating the aspirations and fears of citizens to the 
European institutions.

perspecTIves on ThessalonIkI:
We asked our Greek members for their reactions to the following two questions:

EUROPE III: Why was it important that the Various Interests Group organised this 
conference in Thessaloniki?

EUROPE III: What was, in your opinion, the most important achievement of the 
conference?

Panagiotis Gkofas (EL)
Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC
Member of the Managing Board of the General Confederation of 
Craft Industries of Greece (GSBEE)

“By organising the Group III event in Thessaloniki, the second largest city 
in Greece, the EESC members were able to witness first-hand the devastating impact 
of the crisis on local households and notably, the consequences of the very high levels 
of unemployment.

The event was an eye-opener to citizens from Thessaloniki and Greece that the EU has 
a consultative body which is the EESC, which mirrors society and which is composed 
of civil society organisations. The realisation that such a forum exists at the European 
level had a direct and positive impact on the participants, as they came to regard the 
EESC as a vehicle for expressing and communicating to the wider EU their fears and 
aspirations regarding the future of Greece..“

 
Evangelia Kekeleki (EL)
Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC
General Secretary of the Greek consumer organisation KEPKA

“The conference in Thessaloniki provided an opportunity for the members 
of the EESC to understand the real situation in Greece, in the wake of the 

austerity measures.

We came into contact with ordinary citizens who told us their story, their problems 
and explained how from proud ‘heads of households’ they have been converted into 
‘beggars’. An opportunity was provided to demonstrate the sensitivity of the EESC 
towards the problems faced by Europe’s citizens. Through the media coverage and the 
active participation of citizens in the conference, Greeks were able to learn more about 
the EESC and highly appreciated our determination to promote a Europe of solidarity, 
cohesion and prosperity, a Europe of nations and not of economic interests.”
 

Nikolaos Liolios (EL)
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group of the EESC
Member of the Pan-Hellenic Confederation of Agricultural 
Cooperative Associations (PASEGES)
Vice-Chairman of the Greek Economic and Social Council (OKE)

“I believe that the most important achievement of the conference was the cooperation 
and the discussion among organisations spanning the entire spectrum of social and 
productive spheres, and the communication of their conclusions to the relevant actors, 
in order for these to be distributed throughout society.”

Ioannis Vardakastanis (EL)
Member of the Various Interests Group of the EESC
President of the National Confederation of Disabled People of 
Greece (N.C.D.P)
President of the European Disability Forum (EDF)
Chair of the International Disability Alliance (IDA)

“The economic and social crisis, which is becoming more and more a crisis of human 
rights, necessitates and imposes a total adjustment of the means and methods that 
representative institutions operate in at 
the local, national and European levels. 
The EESC, as an important institution 
representing civil society, is obliged to 
have direct contact and communication 
with citizens, and to fully understand how 
citizens are experiencing the multiple 
dimensions of this crisis. The meeting in 
Thessaloniki contributed towards this 
process. The EESC should continue along 
this path and the event in Thessaloniki 
should not be perceived only as an oasis. 
The voice of citizens from Greece and 
other countries which are living through 
the crisis must become the compass to 
direct the actions of the EESC. This is the 
message of Thessaloniki.”
 
To consult the full programme, read 
the presentations and view the photos, 
please go to:
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.events-and-activities-thessaloniki  

 
President Luca Jahier and Theodore Karaoglou, Minister for Macedonia and Thrace,
the Hellenic Republic, being interviewed by the Greek national television station, ERT3.

 

 

 

 



Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role

Group III member Dr. Rose D’SA (UK)

On 6-7 June 2013, the European State Aid Law Institute organised a 
high-level experts forum and conference in Brussels entitled: ‘New 
Developments in European State Aid Law’. Gert-Jan KOOPMAN, Deputy 
Director General State Aid, DG Competition, European Commission, 
delivered the Keynote speech and Group III member, Rose D’Sa chaired a 

panel on ‘Regional Aid Guidelines − New Funding Period 2014-2020’. Since the conference 
took place, there has been a significant development in that the new Regional Aid Guidelines 
were adopted by the Council on 19 June 2013 and will enter into force in July 2014.

At its plenary session in March 2013, the EESC adopted an opinion on: “The internal market 
and state aid for the regions” (INT/653), which can be read here: http://eescopinions.eesc.
europa.eu/EESCopinionDocument.aspx?identifier=ces\int\int653\ces1849-2012_00_00_tra_
ac.doc&language=EN

Other relevant information can be found at the following links:
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/regional_aid/regional_aid.html 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-569_en.htm
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.news.28268

MALTA: 
CONFERENCE ON FOOD SAFETY – EDUCATING THE CONSUMER

A Conference on Food safety – educating the consumer was organised by the Association 
for Consumer Rights (ACR) in collaboration with the Embassy of Ireland to Malta on Saturday 
18 May 2013 at Europa House, Valletta. It was chaired by Group III member, Grace Attard 
(MT), Association for Consumer Rights, ACR, General Secretary spoke about the importance 
of education and empowerment of consumers in matters concerning food safety. In a 
specifically prepared video message, EU Commissioner Borg responsible for Health and 
Consumer Affairs gave an overview of the important initiatives aimed at improving the 
health, safety and confidence of EU citizens. 

Minister for Consumer Affairs, Hon Helena Dalli, spoke about the EU Year of European 
Citizens 2013, which aims to strengthen the rights to consumers for goods and services 
and the voice of NGOs. A National Strategy for Consumer Education is to be launched very 
soon, highlighting policies to provide access to information and education for vulnerable 
groups. From the EU perspective, Frans Verstraite, EU Commission stated that the EU has 
developed a system of the most sophisticated and comprehensive standards of food safety 
in the world. The “farm to fork” approach is important as it covers all sectors of the food 
chain. He explained the Commission’s public health priorities, emphasisng the importance 

of nutrition programmes in schools and the restriction of adverts for children on foods 
containing salts and sugars. A new legislation on food labeling is due in November 2014. 
The Irish Ambassador to Malta H.E. Jim Hennessy gave an overview of the Irish Presidency 
priorities, one of which is strong measures to address issues concerning food safety and the 
prevention of hazards. Mr Raymond Ellard, from Food Safety Authority, Ireland, stated that 
consumers’ interests and consumer confidence were important for business and citizens 
alike. Global collaboration in the processes of traceability of the different components in 
the food chain, with the support of business controls are crucial for consumer protection. 
Flavia Zammit, Senior Scientist, MCCAA emphasised the need to ensure the authentic origin 
of food production. She spoke about food labeling, the safety standards dealing with food 
contact materials and the true marketing of food supplements.

Doriette Agius and Charlene Vassallo, Nutrition- Health Promotion Department spoke about 
the findings of a study on eating habits among boys and girls between 9 and 15, making 
recommendations on healthy eating habits during different parts of the day, highlighting 
the importance of fruit and vegetables consumption and breast feeding up to the six 
month stage. Mr Hadrian Bonello from the Environmental Health Directorate spoke about 
the Food Safety Week Campaign ‘The four Cs to food safety at home’, highlighting healthy 
ways on: cleaning during food preparation; separating raw and cooked food to avoid cross 
contamination and keeping food covered in the fridge; cooking food to a safe temperature 
and fast proper chilling (refrigerating). An exchange of views from the floor raised concerns 
on products bought on the internet especially in the area of medicine, handling of food in 
food outlets and the authenticity of take away food, control of GMOs, food labeling and the 
need for more education and empowerment at all ages.

OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
The ‘Consumers and Environment Category’ and the 
‘Farmers’ Category’ held a joint meeting on Wednesday 5 June 
2013, to which a number of guest speakers and representatives of 
farmers’ and consumer organisations were invited to speak, under 
the title: “Reinforcing the transparency of the food chain to restore 
confidence”. 

The meeting was divided in two sections: the first part, entitled 
“Trade and inspection: what guarantees are there for consumers 
and professionals?” Mr Arnaud Petit (Copa-Cogeca), Eric Poudelet 
(DG SANCO) and Dominique Laglois (INTERBEV) spoke of the 
international negotiations and their impact on European 
production and official controls in Europe. The second part of 
the meeting was entitled: “Crisis in the food sector: the need for 
better information” and focused on consumer confidence in food 
safety and in the action of public authorities and traceability in the 
agricultural sector. Mrs Anne Laure Gassin (EFSA) and Mr Herman 

Diricks (AFSCA) and Mr Francois Collard Duttileul (Programme 
Lascaux) were the main speakers in this second panel. The entire 
proceedings were co-chaired by the two category spokespersons, 
Mrs Reine-Claude Mader (Consumers and Environment) and Mr 
Yves Somville (Farmers), whose conclusions and summing up of 
the main points can be read via the link below (please scroll down 
under the photos). The meeting was very interesting with the 
active participation of outside organisations and representatives 
of the Commission.

The draft agenda, speeches, presentations and conclusions can be 
consulted here: 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.consumers-and-
environment-category-documents.28038

On 28 June the “SmEs, Crafts and the Professions” Category 
elected the new spokesperson for the period 2013-2015: Panagiotis 

Gkofas, member of Group III and coming from the General 
Confederation of the Crafts Industries of Greece. Members also had 
the opportunity to debate with several high level representatives 
of the European Commission, namely Antti Peltomäki, deputy 
Director General of DG Enterprise who presented the Innovation 
Union Scoreboard 2013, Signe Ratso, Director in DG Trade who 
provided a detailed overview of support to companies in Market 
Access and International Activities and Gösta Petri, deputy Head 
of Unit in DG Justice who presented the latest developments on 
combating the B2B misleading marketing practices. Luc Hendrickx, 
Director in UEAPME and a representative of BUSINESSEUROPE also 
participated in a panel discussion to present their organisations’ 
positions on the subject matters.

More information on the work of the categories can be found on 
our website, by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or 
the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

 

Highlights of the May 2013 EESC Plenary Session

Mrs Evelyne PICHENOT (FR) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Disclosure of non-financial and diversity information by certain large 
companies and groups” – INT/698.
Mrs Reine-Claude MADER (FR) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Comparability of fees related to payment accounts, payment account 
switching and access to payment accounts with basic features” – INT/701.
Mrs Ariane RODERT (SE) is the President of the study group for the opinion 
on: “Innovation investment package” – INT/704.
Mr Michael SMYTH (UK) is the Rapporteur for the exploratory opinion 
on: “Enhancing civil society partnerships to deliver the Baltic Sea Region 
Strategy more effectively in 2014-2020” – ECO/349.
Mr Carlos TRIAS PINTÓ (ES) is the President of the study group for the 
opinion on: “Regulation on a single resolution authority and a single 
resolution fund within a Single Resolution Mechanism” – ECO/350.
Mr Etele BARÁTH (HU) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Report 
requested by the Council: Commission Report on the valuation of the 
broader concept of macro-regional strategies” – ECO/351.
Ms Indrė VAREIKYTE (LT) is the Rapporteur for the exploratory opinion on: 
“Female employment in relation to growth” – SOC/486.

Mr Krzysztof BALON (PL) is the President of the study group for the 
opinion on: “Measures facilitating the exercise of rights conferred on 
workers in the context of freedom of movement for workers” – SOC/487.
Mr Corrado ROSSITTO (IT) is the President of the study group for the 
opinion on: “Comprehensive strategy to strengthen Europe’s defense 
sector” – CCMI/116.
Mr Séamus BOLAND (IE) is the Rapporteur working alone for the opinion 
on: “Support for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development (EAFRD)” – NAT/604.
Mr Gabriel SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) is the Rapporteur for the opinion 
on: “A multiannual recovery plan for Bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic 
and Mediterranean” – NAT/608. 
Mr Mario CAMPLI (IT) is the President of the study group for the opinion 
on: “EU strategy on adapting to climate change” – NAT/609.
Mr Armands KRAUZE (LV) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Animal 
Health: the production and making available on the market of plant 
reproductive material - Protective measures against pests of plants” – 
NAT/610. 

Mr Nikolaos LIOLIOS (EL) is the President of the study group for the 
opinion on: “Action Plan for a Maritime Strategy in the Atlantic area: 
delivering smart, sustainable and inclusive growth” – NAT/614.
Prof. Gerd WOLF (DE) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: “Energy 
Technologies and Innovation” – TEN/528.
Mr Andris GOBINŠ (LV) is the Rapporteur for the exploratory opinion on: 
“Sustainable changes in transition societies” – REX/387.
Mr Cristian PÎRVULESCU (RO) is the President of the study group for the 
exploratory opinion on: “ The role of intergovernmental cooperation in 
ensuring Member States’ equal opportunities to participate in the EU Aid 
Volunteers activities” – REX/388.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

THE ‘aLTERNaTIvE’ TROIka!

From the left: President Luca Jahier, Panagiotis Gkofas and former EESC President 
Dimitris Dimitriadis enjoy a joke over dinner in Thessaloniki.



Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 

At its plenary session on 22-23 May 2013 the European Economic 
and Social Committee (EESC) adopted the following opinions for 
which Group III members were Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) – INT/675 “Misleading 
marketing practices” (EESC opinion 1233/2013)

In this opinion, the EESC supports the Commission’s 
view that stricter regulation is required to effectively 
ban, and enforce exemplary and dissuasive 

sanctions against, certain aggressive directory company sales 
practices and it believes that a framework regulation should be 
adopted, possibly developed through delegated acts, in order to 
ensure more uniform and effective enforcement across the Member 
States. However the Committee warns of the need to give attention 
to the trans-European nature of many of these practices, which 
requires coordinated international action. In conclusion, the EESC 
urges the Commission to develop and enforce complementary 
measures to improve information and dissemination; cooperation 
between administrative authorities, public-private platforms 
and stakeholder representative organisations; and rapid reaction 
mechanisms in order to put a stop to these practices and ensure 
damage compensation.

Ask Løvbjerg ABILGAARD (DK) – TEN/507 “Public 
website accessibility” (EESC opinion 575/2013)

The EESC welcomes the initiative of the Commission 
and acknowledges that this proposal for a Directive 
indeed responds to the Digital Agenda’s ambition of 

serving both citizens and the providers of web services in the EU, by 
facilitating the creation of an internal market for web-accessibility. 
The Committee however has serious concerns about the adequacy 
of the legal instrument chosen and believes a Regulation would 
be far more helpful for ensuring effective implementation and 
enforcement in the Member States. The Committee regrets that the 
scope of the proposal is limited to certain categories of public body 
websites. A scope covering all public sector websites would also be a 
necessary condition for the accumulation of the critical mass needed 
for the creation of a European market for accessible web services, 
and thereby for the creation of a globally competitive sector for 
web accessibility which potentially could provide additional job 
opportunities for people, with and without disabilities, in Europe. 
The EESC also strongly recommends a number of flanking measures, 
such as awareness-raising, web-accessibility training programmes, 
and the appointment of web accessibility coordinators in large 
public sector bodies.

Luca JAHIER (IT) – SC/038 “The social dimension 
of European Economic and Monetary Union” (EESC 
opinion 1566/2013)

In this exploratory opinion, the EESC states that it is a 
matter of the utmost priority to tackle our declining 

competitiveness, to generate more growth, create new jobs and 
reduce poverty. It is time to build the social pillar of the EMU within 
the framework of a social Europe, without which citizens’ adhesion 
to the European project as a whole will remain at risk. Amongst 
its many recommendation, the Committee call for the issuance 
of European Social Bonds for financially viable social investment 
projects, to be channelled through a European Social Action Fund, 
facilitated by the competent EU authorities, but financed, owned, 
managed and supervised transparently by civil society stakeholders 
(private, corporate and public); and the setting-up of a European 
Education Network for Unemployed Workers, offering long term, 
efficient, qualitative educational opportunities matching labour 
market needs, through the issuance of cross-border education 
vouchers.

For a more in-depth and detailed analysis of this issue, 
please consult the Editorial of our May 2013 edition here: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/resources/docs/europe-iii-may.pdf

Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG) – NAT/602 “Fixing an 
adjustment rate to direct payments” (EESC opinion 
2942/2013)

The EESC supports the present Commission 
proposal for setting the 2013 adjustment rate of the 

financial discipline mechanism according to Article 11 of Regulation 
(EC) No 73/2009. However, it notices that the calculations are based 
on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) agreed by the 
European Council on 8 February 2013, which has no legal validity 

without the agreement of the European Parliament. The Committee 
urges the Council, the Parliament and the Commission to make any 
effort needed in order to reach a final compromise within a short 
delay, thus providing not only farmers but all operators in every 
sector of the EU economy with the required legal certainty for their 
own financial planning. Taking into account the implications of the 
unequal distribution of direct payments between small and large 
beneficiaries, the EESC attaches great importance to the fact that 
the financial discipline continues to be applied in the future only for 
amounts in excess of EUR 5 000.

Cristian PÎRVULESCU (RO) – SOC/483 “An Entry/
Exit System (EES) to register entry and exit data 
of third country nationals crossing the external 
borders of the Member States of the European 
Union “ (EESC opinion 2662/2013)

The EESC welcomes the underlying approach of the “smart borders” 
package, which aims to strike the right balance between the 
need to encourage mobility and to appease the security concerns 
that seem to have gained ground across the EU in recent years. 
Moreover, the Committee wishes to stress that the European Union’s 
identity is explicitly and implicitly associated with openness and 
interconnectedness not only within but also across borders. With 
this in mind, the EU institutions and Member States should make 
sure that the new systems do not affect the travel and willingness to 
travel to the EU of third-country nationals. The EESC wishes to invite 
further reflection on the differentiation of travellers, which is a key 
strand of the “smart borders” policy programme. It is possible that 
differentiation will result in practice in quasi discrimination. The EESC 
notes the lack of relevant and specific data on mobility and while 
acknowledging the advantages of collecting biometrical data, the 
EESC calls for further consideration of biometrical data gathering as 
part of the two programmes and of ways to limit its adverse effects.

Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) – INT/684 
“Consumer Product Safety/Regulation” (EESC 
opinion 1600/2013)

In this opinion, the EESC supports the Commission’s 
proposal to establish a legal framework providing a 

high level of consumer protection and requiring consumer products 
to be safe and considers a regulation to be the appropriate instrument 
for this consolidation of existing legal texts, bringing them into line 
with the new legislative framework for the marketing of products. 
Moreover, the Committee stresses the importance of using in the 
regulation terms that can be interpreted in the same vein in all 
the countries of the EU. It also believes that the proposal is a very 
important protection measure for consumers in that it reduces the 
risks of injury or death, restoring confidence. Finally, the EESC sees 
the need for transparency and a level playing field in commercial 
transactions so that those seeking to produce and sell dangerous 
products do not have an unfair advantage over competitors who 
shoulder the costs involved in making their products safe.

Pedro NARRO (ES) – NAT/590 “The green economy 
– promoting sustainable development in Europe” 
(EESC opinion 2407/2013)

In this own-initiative opinion, the EESC believes 
that developing an inclusive green economy will 

be Europe’s main challenge in the coming years if it wants to remain 
a global economic power. At the Rio+20 conference, the EU pledged 
its commitment to the green economy as a form of sustainable 
development. Now is the time for the EU to take action. This is why 
we need an economic development model that prioritises public 
investment and draws up adequate incentives for private investment 
to develop “green” infrastructure and R&D&I, with the dual purpose 
of promoting production in order to emerge quickly from the 
current recession and guiding our transition through this third 
industrial revolution from a leading economic and social position. 
The EESC believes that the far-reaching and much-needed changes 
to production and consumption make it absolutely essential to 
involve civil society throughout the transition to an inclusive green 
economy at all levels, especially at the sectoral and territorial levels 
(European, national and regional). Developing an inclusive green 
economy will increase job creation opportunities. Green jobs should 
not be understood just as jobs in a few new emerging sectors, but 
all jobs created in connection with the “greening” of production 
processes and products in all sectors. A fair transition to a green 
economy requires active employment policies that create decent 

jobs, including vocational training and lifelong learning for active 
workers. Employing women and young people in these sectors will 
be the key to this type of growth. The EESC considers it particularly 
important to proceed with eco-taxation, including tax incentives for 
businesses that set up climate change investment funds, provided 
they are managed jointly with workers.

Evelyne PICHENOT (FR) – REX/372 “A Decent 
Life for All: Ending Poverty and giving the world a 
sustainable future” (EESC opinion 2417/2012)

The opinion takes into account the EESC experience 
in development cooperation, the work of the 

Sustainable Development Observatory (SDO) and the contributions 
to the EU consultations carried out by the European Commission, 
Directorate General for Development and Cooperation Towards a 
post 2015 Development Framework and the Directorate General 
for the Environment Ensuring Sustainable Development Globally: 
EU Follow Up to Rio+20. The Committees opinion stresses three 
key headings: A convergent and inclusive process; A participatory 
process open to civil society and The future prospects of a post-
2015 agenda. Under these headings, the opinion structures its main 
comments and recommendations.

Ronny LANNOO (BE) – INT/679  “Entrepreneurship 
2020 Action Plan – Reigniting the entrepreneurial 
spirit in Europe” (EESC opinion 941/2013)

The EESC believes that society should not look 
upon entrepreneurship as a cure-all, but rather 

as an aid to the behaviour change required to develop a culture of 
innovation, to the search for knowledge and business opportunities, 
with a view to achieving sustainable economic growth and social 
well-being in all forms of enterprise. Moreover, the Committee calls 
for the Commission and Member States to implement the action 
plan in close cooperation with the various SME representative 
organisations, given their range and importance in Europe. The 
EESC believes that the Commission should declare one of the two 
coming years to be the “European Year of Entrepreneurship”, along 
the lines of other similar campaigns, promoting joint initiatives and 
thus giving a boost to the notion of “European entrepreneurship”. 
Lastly, our Committee calls on the European institutions to establish 
support systems for people who want to begin self-employed work 
during their retirement and to simplify the framework for their 
activities.
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Quote of the month…

“It is well enough that the 
people of the nation do not 

understand our banking 
and monetary system, for 

if they did, I believe there would be a 
revolution before tomorrow…” 

Henry Ford (1863 - 1947)
American industrialist, automobile and aircraft 

manufacturer, pioneer of the assembly line 
technique for mass production.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Ford
http://www.forbes.com/sites/

erikaandersen/2013/05/31/21-quotes-from-henry-
ford-on-business-leadership-and-life/


