
ED.Editorial

On Wednesday 1 October 2014, the Social 
Economy category organised a joint conference 
with the SOC & INT Sections of the EESC entitled: 
“Social economy and social innovation as drivers 
of competitiveness, growth and social well-being: 
perspectives and priorities for the new Commission 
and the European Parliament”.  On the day, we 
welcomed more than 200 persons who joined in 
the debate on how the social economy combines 
profitability with social inclusion and how Social 
innovation is the first step in the creation of a social 
enterprise. The potential of the social economy and 
of social innovation was already demonstrated at 
the joint EC-EESC event ‘Social Entrepreneurs: have 
your say!’ of January 2014. This EESC conference 
took stock of the political achievements over the 
last five years, helped underline what we should 
learn from examples of best practice, and explored 
key priorities for the next five years.

Principal roles in the organisation and running 
of the conference were played by the following 
three prominent Group III members: Miguel 
Angel Cabra De Luna (ES), Spokesperson for the 
Social Economy Category, Maureen O’Neill (UK), 
President of the SOC Section and Arianne Rodert 
(SE), Vice-President of the Various Interests Group 
and Co-ordinator of the EESC’s “Social Business 
Project” (INT/735).

Key roles in the organisation and running of the 
conference were played by the following three 
prominent Group III members: Miguel Angel Cabra 
De Luna (ES), Spokesperson for the Social Economy 
Category, Maureen O’Neill (UK), President of 
the SOC Section and Arianne Rodert (SE), Vice-
President of the Various Interests Group and Co-
ordinator of the EESC’s “Social Business Project” 
(INT/735). 

We asked them for their individual impressions and 
perspectives: here’s what they had to say. 

Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA 
(ES)
Spokesperson of the Social 
Economy Category 
Member of the Bureau of  
the Various Interests Group

Here are a few of the key messages that, in my view, 
came out of the conference:

“We knew that the timing we had chosen for 
this conference was the right one. The level 
of attendance and the interest showed by all 
stakeholders, notably the European Commission 
and the European Parliament (ultimate targets of 
this exercise) proved us right”.  

“For the first time, leading international organisa-
tions, such as the EU, United Nations, World Bank, 
OCDE or ILO were all seated around the same table 
to discuss the role and importance of Social Econ-
omy for growth, competitiveness and well-being ” 

“This Conference is a good sample of the EESC’s 
added value, not only as a convener but also as an 
agenda-setter”. 

“The main conclusion is that the EU should 
develop an action plan to promote social 
economy as a whole. The Social Business Initiative 
II could be a good vehicle provided that it takes a 
holistic approach and support all forms of social 
entrepreneurship.
 

Maureen O’ NEILL (UK)
President of the SOC Section
Member of the Various Interests 
Group

This lively, informative and well attended 
conference really emphasised the diversity of the 
organisations involved in the social economy and 
therefore the importance of being very clear as 
to how such an organisation should be defined.  
This was very succinctly put by Ariane Rodert in 
her presentation which emphasised that there 
had to be a social purpose, any profits had to be 
reinvested in the activity and not for the benefit 
of individuals; the democratic and voluntary 
approach to governance was essential.

There was a constant theme of having a focus on 
the needs of individuals and responding to local 
need.  Innovation grows out of grassroots activism 
to resolve problems and this was beautifully 
illustrated by Cooperative Esbeek where the local 
community had pooled their resources and energy 
to retain the local café which then turned into 
building houses to retain their young people and is 
now developing a community hub which will also 
be a source of energy.  This was complemented by 
an example from the Wales Council for Voluntary 
Action which had developed a ‘Communities 
Investment Fund’. This fund has the ability to 
make loans to local organisations rather than 
grants which means that the money available 
is recycled to benefit more people.  Importantly 
decisions are made as a result of getting to know 
the organisations so it is a judgement on potential 
and not just figures.

The presentations covered a range of topics from 
legal to practice; gender to entrepreneurship; 
education to finance.  All these issues contribute 
to job creation but importantly to social well-
being and cohesion.  The social economy sector 
has demonstrated its contribution to these issues 
as well as the fact that it has proved resilient in the 
face of the financial crisis with an increase in the 
jobs created; the number of people supported and 
that the social economy model is sustainable.  This 
latter point was emphasised by one speaker as ‘ the 
process is as important as the policy’.

It was clear that there was enthusiasm to support 
the development of the social economy and to 

encourage innovation and social entrepreneurship 
in the European Commission, the European 
Parliament and the Italian Presidency.  This 
support in terms of policy creation and funding is 
critical but the direct support comes at local and 
regional level and requires commitment from the 
Member States which was emphasised repeatedly.

The social economy is and should be a key driver for 
new ideas, new methods, job creation and a way 
of supporting grassroots needs and aspirations.

Ariane RODERT (SE)
Vice-President of the Various 
Interests Group
Co-ordinator of the “Social 
Business Project” (INT/735)

The event was very timely with the new 
Commission being formed and the opportunity 
to discuss priorities for social economy enterprises 
and social innovation, two topics which are 
very closely linked to the EESC work on social 
enterprise policy. The great number of participants 
demonstrated the great interest for this topic and 
the key role and expertise of the EESC.

There were a great number of key stakeholders 
from the EU institutions and the Social Economy 
sector at the event and a very fruitful debate. The 
invitation from global actors to work more closely 
with the EESC was encouraging. 

I spoke at the last panel looking at the new 
perspectives. Specifically I drew the attention to 
social economy as social innovators; historically as 
creators of the welfare systems in Europe and now 
as a catalyst to tackle societal challenges and to 
contribute to re-building and innovating after the 
crisis. 

My intervention also touched on the key reflections 
and the key conclusions from the EESC Social 
Enterprise Project Report, due Mid October, 
explaining the importance of the EESC role in the 
process; from the Strasbourg declaration – the 
launch of the EESC project – the follow-up at 
the Italian Presidency conference in Rome.  My 
intervention reflected the key components that still 
are outstanding to support the social enterprise 
sector’s growth and development and the need 
for the EU institutions continuing supporting the 
social enterprise sector. The project demonstrates 
an increased visibility and great interest, however 
awareness is still low, and so is the understanding 
of the concept in the various member states. Here 
my reflection was to be inclusive and not fragment 
Europe in supporting this sector, we need to work 
together and support each other. However, there 
is a specific need to support the social economy, 
which the project clearly recommends, with an  
action plan for social economy development 
in Europe. Further key points I raised were; 
transposition of procurement directive, utilising  

 
 
the structural funds, capacity building, and this in 
the context of a social investment approach and 
appropriate support through the lifecycle of a 
social enterprise. 

The closing remarks by Mrs Lieve Fransen were 
very encouraging, clearly supporting the EESC 
work, our valuable cooperation and project 
recommendations. Indicating a continued 
support for this sector in the new Commission 
period in the work of modernising the European 
social protection systems.

And some final comments from our President:

Luca JAHIER (IT)
President of the “Various 
Interests” Group 
delivering the conclusions  
of the conference

In my concluding remarks to the conference, I 
highlighted that we must not forget all that has 
already been achieved over the last ten years and 
the important role of the EESC in this process. 
Whether it is as a result of the EU’s political 
leadership at the Strasbourg conference, or from 
policy developments in key areas such as public 
procurement and Regional policy, the fact is that 
the social economy sector is no longer marginal. It 
has proven its determination and capacity to bring 
alternative and innovative solutions to growth, 
competitiveness and social well-being. Yes, there 
is a great deal of diversity in the sector, but this 
should also be its strength and yes, we must now 
accompany the process and put in place the 
necessary ecosystem to enable it to flourish. In 
2014 we will move from Strasbourg to Rome and 
I am sure that we will see the emergence of an 
operational agenda for action, which could feed 
into the future Presidencies of the Council of the EU. 

Let us move forward together!

Good advice to the EU Institutions from the Social Economy Actors 
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Highlights of the September 2014 EESC Plenary Session

Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) is the Rapporteur for the opinion 
on: “Unfair trading practices” – INT/759.

Mr Krzysztof PATER (PL) is the President of the study 
group for the opinion on: “Report on the operation of the 
European Supervisory Authorities (ESAs) and the European 
System of Financial Supervision (ESFS) “ – ECO/373.

Mrs Renate HEINISCH (DE) is the President of the study 
group for the opinion on: “Eff ective, accessible and resilient 
health systems” – SOC/516.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.group-3-new-study-groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH

The Farmers’ Category went on a one-day fi eld trip on 
Tuesday 16 September 2014 to visit agricultural projects in 
Wallonia. In the morning they departed by bus to Corroy-le-
Château to visit to a farm that is a member of the Walloon 
Agricultural Federation – FWA, which is the organisation 
of the spokesperson of the category, Yves Somville (BE). 
Then they travelled to an educational farm in St Denis 
Bovesse, where they had a presentation of the farm and of 
some fi gures of the Walloon agriculture. In the afternoon, 
they went to see the fruit farm of the Walloon Agricultural 
Research Centre where the Director of the centre, Marc Lateur, 
made a presentation of the conservation programme of the 
orchard, which included and explanation and background 
information of various old varieties of fruit.

The SMEs, Liberal professions and Crafts Category held 
a meeting on Friday 26 September 2014. Following 
some opening remarks of welcome from the category 
Spokesperson, Group III member, Panagiotis Gkofas (EL), 
Maarit Nyman, Deputy Head of Unit of DG ENTR - Small 
Business Act, SME Policies, gave an overview of the European 
Commissions’ consultation on: How can we make the EU a 
better place for SMEs? This was followed by an extensive 
debate with the members of the category who could 
contribute directly to the consultation. The members also 
examined the possibility of contributing to the follow-up to 
the EESC opinion REX/390 “Transatlantic trade relations and 
the EESC’s views on an enhanced cooperation and eventual 
EU-US FTA”.

The Consumers’ & Environment Category held a meeting 
on Friday 3 October 2014. The members received feedback 
on two important and very successful past meetings: 
“Farmed fi sh - their impact on consumer health and the 
environment”, which was held on 14 February 2014 and 
they will debate the conclusion of the joint meeting of the 
“Farmers” and “Consumers and Environment” Categories 
on: “Transatlantic negotiations: what is at stake for farmers 
and consumers” which took place on 26 June 2014. Group III 
member, Antonio Longo (IT), then gave an overview of the 
work of the Permanent Study group of the TEN Section on 
the “Digital Agenda”. The members also brainstormed about 
possible themes for the European Consumers’ Day in 2015 
and the draft work programme of the category for next year.

More information on the work of the categories can be found on 
our website, by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or 
the Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

 

 

INTERVIEW: 
Representing and Promoting 
the Social Economy in Europe IN.Interview

 

Alain COHEUR
Acting President
Social Economy Europe

SOCIAL ECONOMY EUROPE is the EU-level representative 
institution for the social economy. It was set up in November 
2000, under the name of CEP-CMAF and aims to promote the 
social and economic input of the social economy enterprises 
and organisations, to promote the role and values of social 
economy actors in Europe and to reinforce the political and legal 
recognition of the social economy and of cooperatives, mutual 
societies, associations and foundations (CMAF) at EU level. 

EUROPE III - What’s your assessment of the progress that the EU 
has made in terms of recognition of the Social Economy during 
the last 5 years?

2011 was a key year for the recognition of the Social Economy 
at the EU level. The publication of Communications: the “Single 
Market Act” and “Social Business Initiative (SBI)” were a signifi cant 
progress in the recognition of the sector.  Many initiatives taken 
by the Commission are directly related to the SBI including: the 
establishment of the Expert Group of the European Commission 
on Social Entrepreneurship (GECES), PROGRESS for Change 
and Social Innovation and its successor EaSI (Programme for 
Employment and Social Innovation), the promotion of social 
inclusion and the fi ght against poverty in the structural Funds in 
particular the ESF, as well as numerous works on measuring social 
impact, or other, still in progress, such as the works on mapping 
social enterprises.

EUROPE III – What do you think the main challenges ahead are?

I would put several challenges ahead, fi rst at the European 
Commission’s level: greater coordination between the diff erent 
DGs working on issues related to the social economy will be 
necessary, we also expect a more inclusive new Social Business 
Initiative. 

At the Member State’s level, nowadays few of them recognize 
the social economy’s economic and social potentials, or are ready 
to promote the sector at European level. This is also true in the 
partnership agreements and operational programs developed 
as part of the Structural Funds and European Investment where 
the Members State should have chosen the promotion of social 
enterprises as an investment priority

EUROPE III – In your opinion, as President of the umbrella 
organisation representing Social Economy across Europe, how 
do you evaluate the EESC’s work in promoting social economy, 
particularly through the Social Economy Category?  

The EESC through the Social Economy Category and a group 
project led by Ariane Rodert who has been charged by the 
Strasbourg Declaration to ensure the progress of the debate 
around the SBI and the future of European policies on economy 
social, play a fundamental role in the promotion of the Social 
Economy and its economic and social values, a true alternative to 
the conventional business approach in terms of general interest 
and social cohesion. 

EUROPE III – How do you think the EESC can further contribute to 
the promotion of Social Economy at EU level?

The EESC should continue to be active on this subject, through 
reports and the organisation of seminars on the subject. We 
must maintain more than ever the subject on the agenda of the 
Committee. The EESC is and should still be a link between the 
sector and European Commission. Another element that will play 
in the coming weeks will be the establishment of a European 
Parliament Intergroup on the social economy. Functional linkages 
should be established between the two institutions.

EUROPE III – What should be the priorities for the new Commission 
in this area?

We recognize the commitment and the work of the EU 
institutions, but we demand the establishment of an action 
plan for the development of the social economy sector that 
would be designed in consultation with stakeholders and would 
have an impact on the defi nition of EU policies in areas such 
as employment, entrepreneurship, social cohesion, regional 
development or economic development in general terms.

EUROPE III – The Commission’s focus during the last few years has 
been on promoting social enterprises, how can we move towards 
a more holistic approach to Social Economy as a whole?

The Social Business Initiative includes measures for all stakeholders 
but with a particular focus on the social entrepreneurship. We 
are not against this approach (many social economy enterprises 
work in partnership with social entrepreneurship). Nevertheless, 
it is necessary to be aware of the diff erences between these 
concepts and the added value of a “collective” approach and of 
the way of working of social economy enterprises; this can make 
a diff erence when we have to fi nd solutions to the complex 
problems of our societies. The Social Economy is a broad and 
robust sector representing 6.5% of the working population in the 
EU, we demand to the EC to take into account the whole sector. 

To learn more about the Social Economy Europe 
please go to: 
http://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/spip.
php?rubrique215
 



Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role

Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG)
President of the NAT Section
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group

NAT PROJECT “MORE EUROPE LOCALLY”

On 5 September 2014, the European Economic & Social Committee (EESC) organised, in 
cooperation with the Bulgarian Economic and Social Council, a roundtable debate on “Employment 
in Rural Areas: Challenges and Possible Solutions” in Sofi a, Bulgaria. Participants in the roundtable 
included representatives of national and local government, cooperatives, trade unions and various 
associations. The EESC places high priority on ensuring that rural areas thrive and contribute to 
Europe’s well-being. Against a background of increasing territorial imbalances within the EU 
countries and regions, it is imperative to implement strong, multi-sectorial rural development 
policies, developed with the involvement of local people and making full use of local resources 
and of national and EU programmes.
In his statement the President of the Various Interests Group, Luca Jahier (IT) stressed that the 
problem of regional development was not unique for Bulgaria, but for whole Europe. In this 
connection, the NAT section started a project “More Europe Locally” as continuation of the many 
EESC initiatives carried out in relation to rural areas development. “One of the key points on which 
Bulgaria should work is undertaking urgent and decisive political actions at all levels to deal with 
the economic and social consequences of depopulation. There is to be focus on jobs, infrastructure 
and services, which to be supported by policies for integrated rural areas development at all levels 
- European, national, regional, aimed at using internal local resources”.

I, as President of the NAT Section, presented in details the section project “More Europe Locally” 
created on the basis of the EESC opinion Towards a more balanced territorial development in the 
EU. I outlined the project objectives, which are mainly aimed at exploring the opportunities for 
feasibility of a new approach - a horizontal principle in EU legislation directed at coherence of 
territorial policies as well as with assess of the potential impact of new political solutions in the 
regional development.

The roundtable is the second of a series of debates with national and local stakeholders that 
take place in the framework of the “More Europe Locally” project, which the EESC is organising 
in order to identify needs and opportunities for sustainable rural development, and to formulate 
recommendations for EU, national and regional policies.

(Centre left) 
Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA (ES)
Spokesperson of the Social Economy 
Category 
Member of the Bureau of the Various 
Interests Group

Conclusions of the conference ‘The Social Company as agent for the Social Economy’, organised by 
CEPES and the European Social Committee (EESC) and Economic Committee, CEPES, as employer’s 
Social Economy, drives this new concept for coverage and legal recognition within the Spanish 
legislation on Social Economy - Madrid, 12 September, 2014
 
The Social Economy sector is promoting the concept of “Social Business” in Spain to give legal 
coverage and recognition within the framework of Law 5/2011, of the European Commission, 
which states that ‘social enterprises’ are an agent of the Social Economy. This is a major conclusion 
of the conference ‘The Social Company as agent for the Social Economy’, held today in Madrid at the 
headquarters of the Economic and Social Council (CES), and organised by CEPES in collaboration 
with the European Social Committee (EESC). “Since 2011, Europe defi nes ‘social enterprise’ as 
an agent of the Social Economy and therefore considers it a very positive initiative by CEPES in 
Spain to develop and enhance the business model within the framework of the Social Economy”, 
said the President of CEPES, Juan Antonio Pedreño.  The term ‘social enterprise’ was coined by 
the Community institutions towards the end of 2011 and the European Commission identifi es it 
according to three major criteria, which are encompassed within the Law 5/2011, which defi nes 
the Social Economy as: the action of the company aims to achieve a social objective, benefi ts 
reinvested in the social order and organisation is based on democratic, participatory actions and 
oriented to social justice principles. 

Currently, Spanish legislation recognises ‘social enterprises’ in three legal formulas framed in the 
Social Economy, and the Special Employment Centres, integration enterprises or social initiative 
cooperatives. However, the President of CEPES has left the door open to the incorporation of a new 
legal formula that defi nes the ‘social enterprise’ within the Social Economy Law 5/2011. “It would 
be important to open a debate at the state level,” said Pedreño, “to see the best way to incorporate 
the new concept of social enterprise into the Spanish Social Economy Act, so that coverage and 
legal recognition is given to these new formulas of Social Economy. Pedreño also stated that: “all 

‘social enterprises’ are part of the Social Economy, but not all social economy entities are social 
enterprises.” He also explained that “the social economy is much broader and covers diff erent forms 
of enterprises operating in all economic sectors, with companies of all sizes.” Furthermore, Pedreño 
recalled that CEPES: “has always defended CSR policies and corporate social action”, but pointed 
out that “it is a mistake that some companies are qualifi ed as ‘social enterprises’ that develop CSR 
activities or social action, that do not comply with the principles, values and mechanisms required 
by Community regulations. “ 

Then, EESC member, Ariane Rodert, Vice-President of the Various Interests Group, presented the 
‘Project on Social Entrepreneurship’. In her speech, she underlined that she “absolutely agrees 
that the ‘social enterprises’ are part of the Social Economy” and went on to say that the “Social 
Economy is a crucial element of the European social model” and noted that “it is necessary for the 
Community institutions to design and implement a European agenda for social economy, so that 
all company policies EU to take account of this business model”.

Later on in the day ‘The Social Company as agent for the Social Economy’ was discussed amongst 
about a hundred representatives of political parties, Social Economy companies, and the regional, 
state and community governments. This roundtable debate was moderated by Miguel Angel Cabra 
de Luna, Member of EESC representing CEPES. Also taking part were Juan Antonio Pedreño and 
Ariane Rodert, President and ENSIE FAEDEI, Nieves Ramos, President of Social Economy Europe, 
Alain Coheur, Representative of the Social Economy at the European level, who recalled that this 
business model accounts for 15% of employment and 17% of GDP in the European Union.

For a lot more background to this event and the issues discussed, please see (note – takes some time to 
download): 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4ynel25n4umf4dt/REPERCUSION%20Jornada%20Empresa%20Social.
pdf?dl=0

 

(On the right) Pedro NARRO (ES), 
Member of the Various Interests Group, 
President of the EUROMED Follow-up 
Committee at the EESC
(Centre) Roger NASNAS, President of the 
Lebanese Economic and Social Council
(Left) Samir NAIMEH, Head of the 
President’s Cabinet

On 22nd and 23rd September I was invited, as President of the EESC Euromed follow-up Committee, 
by the European Training Foundation and the Economic and Social Council of Lebanon to participate 
in a Conference on Youth employability in Beirut. During those days I had the opportunity to meet 
several representatives of Civil Society organisations that have very serious concerns about the 
negative impact of the Syrian Crisis in a Country where political stability is very weak and at the 
same time highly needed in order to build growth and prosperity.

Youth representatives expressed their frustration and pessimism concerning the labour market and 
the lack of opportunities in youth employment. High skilled people are leaving the country, around 
70% of graduates look for an employment in the Gulf Countries, Europe or EEUU. Lebanon spends 
13% of its GDP on Education (EEUU spends 7%) but without any positive outcome. “Vocational 
education training will not solve all the problems must may be a helpful tool to overcome the 
problems”, said Eva Jimeno from ETF. During the discussions, employer’s organisations in Lebanon 
identifi ed 3 main challenges ahead to foster entrepreneurship: 
•  Political stability
•  Access to energy 
•  Access to credit.   

The Conference took place in the headquarters of the Lebanese Economic and Social Council. I met 
its President, Mr Roger Nasnas, who asked the EESC for all its support to reactivate the Lebanese 
Council, where no members have been appointed in the last decade. Civil Society organisations 
are very active and committed to change the status quo. Despite that, the situation in the region 
is likely to get worse and the EU should give our strong support to a Civil Society facing serious 
challenges.

 

 

 

Alain COHEUR
Acting President
Social Economy Europe

Quote of the month…

“With guns you can kill terrorists…
with education you can kill terrorism.” 

Malala Yousafzai (1997 - )
Shot by the Taliban in 2009 

in Pakistan for going to school

Political activist

Heroic Woman of the Year 2013

Recipient of numerous International Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malala_Yousafzai

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7064545.Malala_Yousafzai



Other news that matters
Thierry LIBAERT (FR)

We send our warm congratulations to our member 
Thierry who, on 29 September 2014, was nominated as 
a member of the prestigious French National Council 
of Advertising Ethics (Conseil national de l’Ethique 
Publicitaire).  

Read more here (in French): 
http://www.arpp-pub.org/cep_nelles_perso_qualif.html 

News from Group III
Planning is at a very advanced stage for the major event on 
Thursday 23 October 2014, being co-organised by the Various 
Interests Group of the European Economic and Social Committee, 
in partnership with the CARIPLO Foundation and the Consumer’s 
Forum of the ANIA (National Association of Insurance Companies) 
at the prestigious Centro Congressi Fondazione Cariplo in Milan. 
The main objective of the event is to inject more momentum into 
the process launched by the European Council of December 
2012 to boost EU Policy on Social Innovation. The event will 
provide a platform for dynamic dialogue between key private and 
public stakeholders from fi nancial institutions, insurance fi rms, 
foundations, third sector organisations as well as European and 
national public authorities. The intention is to bring together all 
the elements and the people needed to draft a fi nal declaration 
that will be submitted to the Italian Presidency and to the EU 
Institutions at the beginning of the new European legislative period.

    

In preparation for the conference, on Wednesday 17 September 2014, a gathering of eminent experts 
(see photos) attended an Advisory Group meeting to examine and concretise the fi rst draft of the Milan 
Declaration, a document which will form the backbone of the discussions at the conference in Milan on 
23 October 2014. The suggestions and contributions from the members of the Advisory Group were of 
the highest quality and helped greatly to forge the paper into a draft discussion document of a very high 
calibre that will be further enriched by the contributions of the speakers and participants during the 
conference.

The draft programme and other relevant documentation can be consulted here:
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-boosting-innovation-milan
To fi nd out more about our Italian partner organisations, please visit their websites:
http://www.forumaniaconsumatori.it/ and http://www.fondazionecariplo.it/en/index.html

Watch this space for a full report of the conference, which will be the subject of a special issue of Europe III in November.

WELCOME TO THREE NEW MEMBERS
 
Group III is very pleased to welcome a new member from France, Julien MARRE (FR) to the EESC, replacing 
our former member Julien Valentin, who has resigned from the Committee. Julien holds a Baccalaureate 

in Science and obtained a Diploma in Agricultural Engineering, Agro-resources and 
Management from the LaSalle Beauvais Polytechnic Institute. 
His chief areas of experience at national and local level include: 
• International aspects of agricultural policy and relations with the WTO 
• Environmental issues related to agriculture 
• Specifi cally interested in fi eld crops and beekeeping
Bienvenue Julien!

We also extend a warm welcome to Lynne FAULKNER from the UK, who replaces Richard Balfe, who has 
been elevated to the House of Lords in London. Lynne, who holds a BA Hons (London), an MBA and is a 

Chartered Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Personnel & Development, is a highly 
skilled HR Manager, a European political leader and member of the UK judiciary, who 
speaks 3 languages and worked for global companies and SMEs. She has a strong 
public service record as a County/Borough/District Councillor, Employment Tribunal 
Member, School Governor and was British Section President of the European Union of 
Women. Currently, Lynne is a CBI Employment Tribunal Member in the UK Ministry of 
Justice, judging and ruling on unfair dismissals, equal pay claims, race, sex, age and 

DDA discrimination cases. Lynne is also something of a globe-trotter, having lived on three continents 
and travelled to 100+ countries world-wide. 
Welcome Lynne!

And last but not least, our third new member is from Poland. He is Michał Grzegorz MODRZEJEWSKI, 
who takes the place of our sadly missed member Marzena Mendza-Drozd, who tragically passed away 
suddenly last year. He graduated the Faculty of Economics and Sociology of the University of Łodź with 
the title of a Master of Economics. Moreover, he completed his Postgraduate Studies of the Internal Audit 
and Management Control in the Public Finance Sector Units in the Warsaw School of Economics. For 
nearly 15 years Michał has been an active leader of non-governmental organisations acting for rural 
development and for people threatened by social exclusion. Michał participated in social consultation 

concerning some operational programmes in Poland, fi nanced from the EU funds, 
inter alia, the Rural Development Programme for 2007 – 2013. At present he leads 
the Youth Group of the Polish National Rural Network established by the Minister of 
Agriculture and Rural Development. For years his social activities have focussed on 
a few key areas: youth policy, rural areas, professionalization of the third sector in 
rural areas, social entrepreneurship of the youth and innovative agriculture.
 Serdecznie witamy pana Michała w naszej grupie

Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 
At its plenary session on 10-11 September 2014 the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) adopted the following opinions for which Group III members were 
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Arianne RODERT (SE) – INT/747 “Social impact 
assessment” (EESC opinion 3794/2014)

In this own-initiative opinion, the Committee 
welcomes the interest in social impact investment 
but stresses that it should be seen in the context 

of the Social Investment Package (SIP) and the Social Business 
Initiative (SBI). The EESC considers that social impact investment 
is about combining diff erent cross-sectoral resources to create 
social impact and that it is one component in the social fi nancial 
ecosystem. Social impact investment should not aim to replace the 
public responsibility of fi nancing core activities in the social sector, 
but can rather complement other funding streams. Recognising that 
access to fi nance is a general concern for all SMEs, tailored fi nancial 

ecosystems should be developed to suit the various enterprise 
models. However, the EESC stresses that social impact investment is 
not CSR-aimed, but rather aimed at investing in social enterprises as 
per the SBI defi nition.

When measuring social impact as part of the return on investment, 
the EESC urges stakeholders to build on the work done and principles 
set out already by the Commission and EESC in this fi eld, rather than 
inventing new methods. It is the EESC’s view that the best models for 
social impact investment are hybrid capital solutions, such as patient 
blended capital, often with a guaranteed element. The Commission 
should explore the broad fi nancial ecosystem of innovative 
instruments that is now emerging and review its potentially positive 
eff ect on capital provision for social economy enterprises and social 
policy innovation.

When developing new investment instruments, the specifi cities of 
social enterprises must be considered, this to ensure access to high-

quality services and continuity of services. Since the social economy 
and social enterprises are underdeveloped in many Member 
States, developing a social investment market is secondary to the 
full implementation of the SBI at national level, which consists of 
equally important actions such as capacity building, recognition and 
visibility. 

Social economy enterprises are closely connected to the civil society 
sector. Recognising and safeguarding the work in this sector as well 
as the specifi c models within the social economy are crucial to create 
the much needed trusting and innovative partnerships between 
sectors. 
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NOTE: The complete texts of all EESC opinions are available in various 
language versions on the Committee’s website: 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.opinions-search

 

 

 

 

We have plenty of new faces around these days. From September 2014 until February 2015, 
Lauranne DUFFAUT, who is originally from Belgium, will be working in the secretariat on a 
number of important projects. Lauranne obtained a Master’s in International and European 
Law from the University of Amsterdam and holds a Bachelor of Law Degree from the 
Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium. Ultimately she aspires to pursuing a vocation in 
confl ict prevention and humanitarian assistance and has already gained some wide-ranging 
work experience with an impressive line-up of internationally renowned organisations 

such as: the Justice Program of Human Rights Watch International, Brussels; the Protection 
Unit for Refugees at the offi  ce of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Yerevan, Armenia; the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, The Hague; the Appeals Chamber 
of the International Criminal Court, The Hague and the Treaty Section at the United Nations, 
Secretariat, Offi  ce of Legal Aff airs, New York. 
Bienvenue Lauranne!

WE HAVE A NEW STAGIAIRE TOO!

 

Did you know?


