
ED.Editorial

Thank you Jacki for your introduction! The real 
question here is: “Are you happy”? The fact that 
this room is still so crowded must mean that you 
are all happy, if not exhausted! 

Let me sum-up with these words: today a very 
rich debate has taken place here. As President 
of Group III, I am also very pleased with all the 
excellent contributions we had had to the 
debate and for the success of our chosen title 
for the conference. Although we were criticized 
by some, the title did open up possibilities for 
debate and that was the main goal we hoped to 
achieve. I am not a fulltime active journalist, in 
so far as Jacki is, but I used to work as a journalist, 
and I know that when you have to choose a 
title for an event, you do it in order to open the 
discussion and raise interest in the topic. The 
title and the subtitle were chosen for this reason, 
specifically to make room for debate.

We do not want to be over romantic – although 
it is a very nice thing – but politicians have to 
be more concrete. And not being romantic 
means we have to start listening to the real 
pragmatism of people. People in the real world: 
citizens, families, social and economic actors, 
enterprises, professions, local authorities, local 
communities, experts, journalists (sometimes 
capable of listening and then re-transmitting 
to people) and even politicians. Let’s start with 
people in the real world. We know, as it was said 
very clearly by the representative of Eurostat, 
that good answers always depend on good 
questions.  

So, try asking the “concrete people”: “do you 
want to be rich or poor”? “Do you want to have 
a house or not”? “Do you want to go on holiday 
or not”? “Do you want to have access to a good 
health service or not”? “Do you want – referring 
back to a comment made this morning – to 
have the freedom to work, or do you want to 
have temporary and very badly-paid work”? “Do 
you want to be capable of making your dreams 
and expectations come true”? Do you want to 
pay for good schools for your kids’ education 
(either private or public school, you always 
pay through taxes)”? Finally: “do you want to 
be happy, or not”? And all people are perfectly 
capable of giving a clear answer. An answer they 
deliver every day, every week, and every election. 

And very often they are also able to answer the 
second question “how?”

So many good ideas can come from people: 
maybe ordinary people cannot elaborate 
complex five-year plans, but how many five-
years plans have failed? Too many! Also, in our 
democratic and open-market space, people are 
able to deliver solutions, if there is room for them 
and a clear direction is chosen. 

For sure, money cannot buy happiness, but the 
opposite is also true. Without money, “there is no 
party”! French people use to say “without money 
you can’t make war”, while the Italians are more 
romantic, and say “without money you can’t 
make love”. You cannot pay for happiness, 
but if you don’t have money… you can smile 
sometimes, but you also need money.
So, at this stage we don’t want to go anymore 
into any ideological or moralistic approach: 
GDP alone, GDP plus, GDP and Beyond, Beyond 
GDP… there is a lot of on-going discussion, 
which probably will go on and on. Some people 
want much more, immediately with new 
paradigms, someone else could look for some 
small indicators that can complement GDP. For 
me, the essential thing is to move away definitely 
from the era when GDP and nothing else existed. 
Because we are coming from that era, we are still 
stuck in it. 

The Commission has finally struck a small 
compromise with the Council that accepted to 
insert in the Semester the official scoreboard, but 
then it was made clear that that was only for the 
minutes, not for policies. We are still trapped in 
a double constriction: the obligation to respect 
the 3% of the maximum debt spending, and the 
fact of looking for almost 1% of growth per year. 
We don’t have to ignore these indicators, we 
simply have to move on from this! The limit for 
deficit and expenditure can be revised, looking 
for GDP growth, but we have to close this era: 
GDP in public spending and austerity, and 
nothing more. 

In this respect, I particularly like to report 
Herman Van Rompuy’s words: “step by step we 
go far”. But of course we have to make some 
steps, to come out from this GDP-and-nothing-
more. And we have to say that this is possible! 

Of course I understand that when discussing 
with Angela Merkel, Wolfgang Schauble or Ollie 
Rehn, GDP is a very concrete issue, but it is not 
true that the 25 pages of other indicators are 
only ‘literature’. As Professor Giovannini clearly 
pointed out this morning “if it is difficult to 
measure happiness, please try measuring GDP”! 
That was very clear this morning: after ten years 
of reflections, meetings, debates, very important 
work by statisticians, experts and many 
international organisations such as Eurostat, 
UNECE, OECD, now it is clear. We even have too 
many indicators, even after the HDI: I hear that 
more than a thousand indicators have been 
developed over the last years. 

Perhaps, the fact is that we simply need to make 
choices, selecting just a few of them. That would 
be a major challenge, but we must say that 
GDP is not the only “objective” indicator, while 
all the others are literature. That’s simply not 
true. Maybe there are too many indicators, but 
it would be sufficient to choose some of them, 
as a starting point.

 View of the meeting room

Now we need to take the agenda forward, 
because the demand for new paradigms and 
perspectives is clear, coming from many areas. In 
addition, and I want to make it clear again, we’re 
not dealing with a dream coming from idealistic 
people. It is indeed a concrete opportunity in our 
macroeconomic situation in order to find new 
long-term drivers of employment and growth. 
This morning we were reminded of the green 
economy issue: when the first people started 
talking about the green economy, in the 80s, 
they were deemed to be very strange people. 
Now we expect it to create 20 million jobs, and 
we can head in many different directions. Let’s 
take social economy, for instance: 10 years 

ago the European Commission cancelled all 
initiatives on the social economy, now we just 
came from Strasbourg, when it was recognized 
that social economy enterprises have been the 
most resilient in the crisis and that they are 
capable of delivering jobs, new forms of long 
term sustainable growth, social and territorial 
cohesion.
 
An my fourth point: it is time now to deliver 
concrete solutions. The next step will be: “let’s go. 
Stop talking and let’s go!” And here we have very 
concrete proposals: the Europe 2020 Strategy 
and the revision of the European Semester. I think 
we have to fundamentally revise the European 
Semester, although I am not very happy with 
the idea of opening another separate process. 

Here’s the challenge: the mid-term review of the 
Europe2020 Strategy. The Strategy has been a 
large plan adopted by all EU Member States and 
approved by the European Parliament: there is a 
consensus on this. Indeed, we can revise it and 
implement it, also using the new framework 
for the next European Semester. That’s very 
clear: we don’t need to revise the treaty or 
anything else. We can achieve this concrete 
goal in a perspective of re-balanced and pluri-
dimensional growth that must also of course 
include fiscal responsibility

I don’t want to be romantic: but we need fiscal 
responsibility. For Italy, my country too, we 
absolutely need it, because it indicates solidarity 
towards the next generations, our children, and 
the sustainability of our growth. But this must 
be directed towards the inclusion of citizens and 
social and environmental goals.

So the main three pillars of this process could be: 
the re-balancing approach, restoring confidence 
and long-term sustainable growth, and making 
use of innovation for new paradigms of progress. 
The fourth element would be the democratic 
implication: it is a big challenge, as already 
discussed, and a very risky and complex matter. 
And it is very risky because it’s easy to block the 
process, indeed, but it is also a very vast domain 
of work. But the good news is that it has already 
been possible, many times in the past years. 

Let’s Talk Happiness: Beyond GDP – Summing-up 
remarks by President Luca Jahier, 10 June 2014
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Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role

Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG)
President of the NAT Section
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group

Helping Communities Working togetHer

This is the motto of the Welsh NSA Afan which is a member led, community based regeneration 
organisation that is a Company limited by Guarantee, and a Registered Charity, and it is governed 
by a Board of Director Trustees. The purpose of the organisation is to support regeneration to enable 
a better quality of life for people living in the most disadvantaged communities in Wales. It was an 
extreme pleasure for the 5 member delegation of the EESC, who travelled on 6 may 2014, to Cardiff 
in Wales, to meet these people as part of the impact study of the SDO with the NAT Section for 
assessment the factors underlying the differing levels of implementation of the Renewable Energy 
Directive and the transition to more decentralised energy systems across 6 Member States. The study 
devotes special attention to the influence of the involvement of civil society and the ownership 
structure of renewable energy facilities. The Welsh perspective of the involvement of civil society 
in the implementation of the Renewables is a wonderful example of really working together and 
inclusion of local communities and a promotion for the public benefit of urban or rural regeneration 
in areas of social and economic deprivation.

 
Grace ATTARD (MT)
Member of the Bureau of the Various Interests Group

Conference to mark the 50th anniversary celebrations of the 
national Council of Women in malta

Women - BuilDing BloCks oF our soCietY

One of the key events of the National Council of Women celebrations was the Conference held on the 
30 April 2014 at the Palace Hotel, Sliema. The Conference was addressed by International, European 

and National Speakers to an audience composed of members and experts of the International 
Council of Women, (ICW) the European Centre of the International Council of Women, (ECICW) 
,the National Council of Women of Malta, (NCW) and the general public.

The opening speech was delivered by Hon Dr Helena Dalli, Minister for Social Dialogue, Consumer 
Affairs and Civil Liberties, who traced the initiatives taken by government over the years to bring 
about de jure and de facto equality. She congratulated the National Council of Women on their 
50th anniversary.  She commented: “The women on this Council have, for half a century, worked 
tirelessly and selflessly to improve the situation of women and society focusing mainly on policy 
formulation, research, education, social and economic development, anti-discrimination and 
equality between men and women”. NCW has worked for, and was instrumental in bringing 
about change in government policy and in thus in society. As a Centre of Learning, the Council 
is committed to the ongoing training and education of women and continuously embarks on 
projects for this aim. I chaired a session, gave an overview of the role of the EESC and its ongoing 
initiatives in promoting gender equality and equality in all other areas. She referred to the latest 
EESC draft opinion on: “Developing Services to the family to increase employment rates and 
promote gender equality at work” (SOC/508), which is due for adoption by the EESC at one of its 
forthcoming plenary sessions.

The conference was brought to an end with a very strong presentation (full speech available  
here: http://www.gov.mt/en/Government/Press%20Releases/Pages/2014/April/30/pr140917.aspx) 
by the Hon Dr George Vella, Minister for Foreign Affairs who spoke about the global financial and 
economic crisis and its repercussions which have unfortunately exacerbated inequalities around 
the world. Addressing and overcoming inequalities is a necessary precondition to improve the 
human and productive potential of a country. The Minster concluded by quoting what the UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki Moon said in his speech marking International Women’s Day on 8 March 
2014. “Countries with more gender equality have better economic growth; peace agreements 
that include women are more durable; and parliaments with more women enact more legislation 
on key social issues such as health, education, anti-discrimination and child support.”   

Let’s think about what happened in France 
– and we should thank French authorities – 
with the Sarkozy proposal on the “Grenelle de 
l’Environnement” after the Stiglitz Report. It was 
not merely a matter of reports and talking: it was 
a real process, managed by the State, but not 
controlled by it. The State has insisted, coordinated 
and accompanied the process, but it also included 
civil society, local communities, economic actors, 
local authorities, thus producing two main effects: 
a constitutional change (the French Economic 
and Social Council that has been transformed 
in an also Environmental Council), and two 
legislative packages producing the effect that 
many issues had to be directly discussed in the 
Parliament. So we are dealing here with major 
changes: no other Country in the world has done 
something like this.
 
In conclusion, and that’s my last proposal, 
we need three proposals for the next EU-trio 
Presidency at the beginning of July (Italy, 
Latvia and Luxembourg), for the European 
Commission and the Council of course. The first 
thing is to organise a large EU public debate on 
the revision of EU2020. We are working with 
Stefano Palmieri on this process in Rome for next 
December, but that’s not enough! We have to 
use this opportunity, something which was not 
done during the European elections, to open the 
debate in Europe, to consult with people and to 
include their expectations and energy, in order 
to transform this strategy into a strategy that is 
shared by people.

 In this regard and this is the second proposal, 
why not prepare, for next September 2015 a 
presentation of the State of the Union, a new 
parallel process to the state of the Union. We can do 
it, we have so much experience. We can use Article 
11 of the Lisbon Treaty. Why only the President of 
the Commission’s report and not another parallel 
process, taking into account what people, citizens, 
families, enterprises, consumers, unions and civil 
society organisations really think about the state 
of the union? 

And my third proposal, in order to be concrete - 
why not establish a regular impact assessment 
on EU policies, on quality of life and well-being, 
using these indicators? Why don’t we propose 
this, thus creating a movement that will ask the 
Parliament, the Council, the Commission to do it, 
using the network of social actors in the different 
Member States, to participate in this and to 
create these participative impact assessments. 
They could accompany and integrate the work 
done by governments, experts and the European 
Commission and provide larger results.

Finally, I would really like to thank all of you for 
your presence, passion and contributions, and 
above all the role played by the speakers today.

 

Evelyne PICHENOT (FR)
Member of the “Various Interests” Group

Group III member Evelyne Pichenot was 
instrumental in the organisation of the 
conference and we asked her for her 
impressions on its success and impact.

In the quest for a measurable feel-good factor 
or “quantifiable happiness”, the members of 
our Group along with many representatives of 
civil society in Brussels were in attendance and 
stayed engaged and interested throughout the 
day of a very intense conference on a complex 
subject, which generated much controversy.
The choice of panellists, the logical sequence 
of the three panels and the excellent animation 
of a highly interactive discussions contributed 
to the success of our debates. Moreover, for 
the speakers themselves, it was an opportunity 
for an exchange of ideas and useful food for 
further thought and analysis. Many of them 
referred to the excellent work and role of the 
Committee in this area of research.

The chosen theme “GDP and beyond or 
beyond GDP” is very relevant in view of the 

challenges for future development within the 
EU. The crisis has had very negative effects on 
number of social indicators. The Millennium 
goals for development and the targets of the 
Europe 2020 strategy have acquainted the 
public at large with the role played by statistics 
to set targets and indicators and to ensure their 
follow-up. The conference helped to highlight 
this achievement and show its limitations and 
to address questions about their usefulness to 
both policy makers and civil society in search of 
benchmarks to evaluate the effectiveness and 
coherence of political policies.

To progress to a new stage, a reason why we 
organised this conference, two major deadlines 
are expected in 2015: one at a global level, to 
define sustainability objectives to the United 
Nations by 2030; the other at European level, 
to redirect the Europe 2020 strategy, so that it 
is elaborated with the active participation of 
civil society at every stage of its development, 
its implementation and its monitoring. The 
relationship between these two mechanisms 
is essential and solidifies the good ownership 
by civil society of a limited scoreboard of 
indicators that will be valuable tools to guide, 
compare and evaluate policies and results.

More about this event, programme, videos, 
interviews and photos can be found here: http://
www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-
activities-happiness

The final conclusions of the conference are printed 
elsewhere in this edition

 

 

Highlights of the June 2014 EESC Plenary Session

Mr Arno METZLER (DE) is the President of the study group 
for the report on: “Competition Policy 2013” – INT/746.

Mrs Ariane RODERT (SE) is the Rapporteur for the own-
initiative opinion on: “Investment with a social impact” – 
INT/747.

Mr Etele BARÁTH (HU) is the Rapporteur for the exploratory 
opinion on: “An Alpine strategy for the European Union” – 
ECO/368.

Mr Séamus BOLAND (IE) is the Rapporteur for the 
communication on: “Innovation in the Blue Economy: 
realising the potential of our seas and oceans for jobs and 
growth” – TEN/554.

Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) is the President of the study 
group for the communication on: “European film in the 
digital era” – TEN/555.

 The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work 
may be consulted here: 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3-new-study-
groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

http://www.gov.mt/en/Government/Press
pr140917.aspx
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-happiness
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-happiness
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-happiness
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3-new-study-groups
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3-new-study-groups


eesC aCtive on euromeD - algeria anD tunisia on spot

(on the right) Pedro NARRO (ES), Member of 
the Various Interests Group and President of 
the EUROMED Follow-up Committee at the 
EESC with Henri MALOSSE, President of the 
EESC (left) 

As President of the Euromed Follow-up Committee, I participated with Henry Malosse, EESC 
President, in a high level conference on human development organised by the CNES (Economic 
and Social Council of Algeria) in the city of Alger. During 2 intensive days, 9th and 10th of June we, 
for the first time in Algeria, met the most relevant national economic and social actors, students, 
young entrepreneurs, the EU delegation office and more than 15 independent NGOs working on 
the field of women, youth, human rights and disabled people. 

The Algerian Prime Minister, Mr Abdelmalek Sellal warmly received our delegation. President 
Malosse and I highlighted that a real consultation with civil society will facilitate the transition 
and the drafting of the new constitution and asked the Prime Minister to make some changes 
in the new associations law to avoid unnecessary bureaucracy and to improve the registration 
requirements.  Civil Society in Algeria sent a clear message to us at the EESC: the support of the 
EU is vital to influence national authorities to facilitate a structured dialogue with civil society. A lot 
needs to be done, but even being aware of the problems that civil society faces in Algeria, there is a 
huge potential of emerging actors that demands a new space of dialogue and consultation. Young 
students were very clear in their statements: they do not want money from the EU but training, 
transfer of knowledge and technology.

Subsequently, I also participated in the group of experts (nominated by the European External 
Action Service) that will draft a new scheme of consultation with civil society in the Euromed 
Region. The meeting took place in Tunisia during three days (17-18-19 June). There were internal 
discussions about:

•	 	Pilot	projects	to	be	developed	in	the	region	before	the	end	of	2014		
•	 The	methodology	to	build	trust	and	a	new	dialogue	between	“traditional”	organisations	and	the	

so-called “new emerging actors”. 
•	 A	virtual	and	open	platform	to	exchange	information	between	civil	society	organisations.

In my role as President of the Euromed follow up Committee, I strongly defended the role of 
existing networks and stressed the added value and expertise that our Euromed ESCs network can 
provide. Tunisian Civil Society participated in a hearing where they called for more transparency 
and inclusivity. Tunisian organisations identified some key chapters to work on in the future such as 
mobility, trade and the social economy.

 Tom JONES (UK)
Member of the Various Interests Group

a Dialogue For lanDsCape aCtion: 
european Cultural lanDsCapes at a CrossroaDs

On Friday 23 May 2014, Group III member, Tom JONES (UK), who is also a member of the Bureau of the 
Specialised Section NAT (Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment), made a presentation 
on: “The relationship between agriculture, rural development and cultural landscapes”. At the first 
HERCULES’ EU Level Stakeholder Workshop: European Cultural Landscapes at a Crossroads, which took 
place at the European Landowners’ Organisation headquarters in Brussels.

A short report, presentations and some pictures of the workshop are available at:
http://hercules-landscapes.eu/stakeholder_workshops.php?the_first_hercules_eu_level_stakeholder_
workshop_european_cultural_landscapes_at_a_crossroads&id=1

 
Maureen O’ NEILL (UK)
President of the SOC Section
Member of the Various Interests Group

tHe York Fairness ConFerenCe - maureen o’neill

The York Fairness Commission was launched in July 2011 as an independent advisory body to the City 
of York council on ways to increase fairness and reduce inequality in York.  Members of the Commission 
were drawn from the University of York; the University of Nottingham, Aviva, The Rowntree Housing 
Trust and Yorkshire Forward under the sponsorship of Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York.  The 
group established ten fairness principles to consider the way forward.  This was the first conference 
that the Fairness Commission had organised and it was held at the University of York on 9 June 2014. 

It focussed on communities; good growth; lesson from Europe and the role of civic leaders.  I, as 
President of the SOC Section, was invited to participate in the session on Europe both as a speaker and 

as Chair. The focus of my intervention was around the poverty agenda and the outcomes in relation 
to the EU 2020 strategy which are not good with a rise in poverty as a result of the financial crisis 
but importantly because there needs to be a much stronger political commitment to tackling the 
issues at Member State level.

The speakers included national politicians; academics; children; teachers and those experiencing 
poverty and exclusion and it was attended by at least 200 people. The key issues were around child 
poverty; income inequality, housing, isolation, involving people in decision making, employment 
and social justice.  There were strong inputs from all the panellists and the questions from the floor 
were hard hitting.

See more at: http://yorkfairness.com/about/#sthash.d0CreViL.dpuf. 

gooDmoves Com - Civil soCietY JoBs

I hosted the launch of this new on-line recruitment and career hub which is now being made 
available in Member States following a very successful establishment in Scotland where it is 
advertising over 3,000 jobs every year. The Scottish Council for Voluntary organisations and ENNA 
are building on this success by working in partnership to bring Goodmoves to civil society across 
Europe providing an essential service for civil society employers and job seekers.

President Luca Jahier (centre) welcomes 
the representatives from SCVO to the EESC
(left) Alison Cairns and (right) John 
Ferguson 

More information on the project can be found here: www.goodmoves.com

Ariane Rodert (SE)
Vice-President of Group III
Co-ordinator of the Social Business Project (INT/735)

progress report on tHe eesC’s soCial 
Business proJeCt

On 10 June 2014, I attended an international conference, held in Crete, Greece, hosted by the 
Hellenic Republic Ministry of Labour, Social Security and Welfare. The event was entitled: “Social 
Entrepreneurship: A tool for addressing local development, youth unemployment and social needs” 
and I gave three presentations and held a project group meeting for our social business project. 
We got very high visibility and appreciation for the EESC both from the Greek government and the 
Commission. The Minister thanked the EESC and I was happy and pleasantly surprised that so many 
Greek participants referred to our opinion work in their presentations. The conference definitely 
provided very interesting and good input to our work with the social business agenda and project. 
We made new European contacts and gathered information and also ideas on how we can optimise 
our work towards establishing closer co-operation with the new Commission, through developing 
better contacts with DG EMPl, ENTR and MARKT. 

The EESC is optimistic that the social economy will be a priority under the Italian Presidency.

More updates on the progress of the project is available on this link: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.social-entrepreneurship-make-it-happen

 

 

 

 

 

Quote of the month…

“The whole problem with the 
world is that fools and fanatics are 

always so certain of themselves, 
but wiser people so full of doubts.”

Bertrand Russell (1872 - 1970)
Philosopher, logician, mathematician, 

historian, pacifist, political activist 
and social critic. Winner of the Nobel Prize 

for Literature - 1950
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertrand_Russell
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OUR GROUP’S STRENGTH
The SMEs, Crafts and Liberal Professions 
Category held a meeting on Tuesday 
24 June 2014, in the morning under 
the chairmanship of the category 
spokesperson, Group III member, 
Panagiotis Gkofas (EL). The Category 
members had an in-depth discussion 
on TTIP – CETA: opportunities of growth 
and employment for SMEs and EU trade 
policies. Representatives of DG TRADE 

and national SME organisations fed in a lot of good ideas and 
useful comments in the dynamic debate on the subject also 
taking into account the recommendations of the recent EESC 
opinion REX/390 EU-US TTIP elaborated by Mr Jacek Krawczyck, 
who participated in the panel of speakers. 

In the afternoon, a special event was organised where a 
presentation and the official public launch of the study on “The 
state of the liberal professions concerning their functions and 

relevance to European civil society” took place, with some 50 
outside guests in attendance. The study was carried out for the 
EESC by the Centre for the Liberal Professions at the University 
of Cologne, following an initiative of the Category and with the 
support of Group III. It is closely linked to the EESC’s own-initiative 
opinion (INT/687) on: “The role and future of the professions in 
European civil society 2020” for which Arno Metzler (DE), Vice-
President of Group III is the rapporteur. During the event the 
Director of the Centre, Prof. Martin Henssler, presented the main 
findings of the study and a wide-ranging debate, involving 
the relevant stakeholders such as the DG MARKT, the Council 
of Bars and Law Societies of the European Union, UEAPME, 
Businesseurope, took place.

To consult the full agenda and read the Executive Summary of the study, 
in English or German, please go to: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.events-and-activities-liberal-professions-study

The Farmers’ Category and the Consumers and Environment 
Category held a joint meeting on Thursday 26 June 2014, to 

which the guest speakers Mr Fabien 
Zuleeg (EPC), Mr Max Grünig (Ecologic 
Institute), Mr Zoltan Somogyi (DG 
Commerce) and Mr Damien Levie (DG 
Trade) together with representatives 
of farmers’ and consumers’ 
organisations (Copa Cogeca, Beuc 
and FoodDrinkEurope) were invited to 
speak, under the title: “Transatlantic 
negotiations: what is at stake for 

farmers and consumers”. The presentations were followed by a 
debate among members and external guests.

To consult the full agenda, please go to: http://www.eesc.europa.
eu/?i=portal.en.consumers-and-environment-category-documents

More information on the work of the categories can be found on our 
website, by contacting the spokespersons of the categories, or the 
Secretariat of Group III at: gr3@eesc.europa.eu.

 

 
 

News from Group III
In keeping with a new 
innovation introduced some 
months ago, experts from 
various fields of experience 
are invited to address our 
Group meetings on important 
and controversial topics of 

current interest to inform our members, provoke debate and 
facilitate an exchange views. 

On Wednesday 4 June 2014, we welcomed to our Group meeting 
the author and journalist, Sébastian MAILLLARD, who is the 
permanent correspondent in Rome for the journal “La Croix”. He 
presented his book entitled: “Qu’avons-nous fait de l’Europe?” 
(What have we done with Europe?) and he raised a number of 
interesting points starting from the fact that it is important to stop 
opposing the two concepts of Europe versus nations. “I am French, 
therefore European” he said and went on quoting Victor Hugo who 
said “Europe is the homeland of all Nations” (“L’Europe est la patrie 
de toutes les patries”). He also pointed out that the “gap” between 
the reality and the idea of Europe has become bigger, also due to 
the anti-Brussels feeling and the idea of Europe becoming too faded 
and vanishing. He proposed three complementary approaches that 
could help Europe regain momentum: the practical approach of the 
“useful Europe”, the geopolitical approach of the “Europe power” 
and the “Europe esprit”, encompassing our common heritage and 
our shared identity.

He concluded by reminding us that Europe is a choice, which 
implies already accepted constraints. The tendency is to focus on 
the constraints and forget the choice, the ideas behind it and it is 
precisely on this that organised civil society is now called upon to 
mobilise, to use symbols…..to create the Europeans.  

Major conference In MIlan on 23 october 2014: 
“boostInG the eU’s PolIcy on socIal InnovatIon”

Group III, (Various Interests) of the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC), is planning a major conference in Milan during 
the Italian Presidency, in partnership with the CARIPLO Foundation 
and the Consumer’s Forum of the ANIA (follow the links embedded 
in the logos below). The principal aim of the event will be to inject 
extra momentum into the process launched by the European Council 
of December 2012 to boost EU Policy on Social Innovation. The 
Conference, which will be held at the Centro Congressi Fondazione 
Cariplo, will provide a platform for dynamic dialogue between 
key private and public stakeholders from financial institutions, 
insurance firms, foundations and third sector organisations, as well 
as European and national public authorities. 

The main objective is to bring together all the elements and actors 
needed to draft a final declaration that will be submitted to the 
Italian Presidency and to the EU Institutions at the beginning of 
the new European legislative period. It is planned that the opening 
session will include a speech by local authorities’ representatives, 
such as Roberto Maroni, President of the region Lombardia along 
with Giuliano Pisapia, Major of Milan and a video message 
from Matteo Renzi, Prime Minister of Italy is also foreseen. In the 
afternoon session, there will be an intervention by the Italian 
Minister for Labour and Social Policy, Giuliano Poletti, who has 
already endorsed the initiative enthusiastically, which is supported 
by the Italian Presidency.

A draft version of the final declaration on EU’s Policy on Social 
Innovation is being prepared with the support of a special advisory 
group, composed of key players from a wide range of professional 
and academic backgrounds: academics, former members of public 

authorities at European and national level, policy experts and 
advisors, managers of social observatories, amongst others. The 
conference participants will be asked to provide further input, 
and the final version of the document will be disseminated shortly 

after the event. The President of Group 
III, Luca Jahier, will end the conference 
by presenting a summary the main 
conclusions.

Watch this space for further information 
and future developments!

  
WelcoMe to a neW MeMber

 
Group III is very happy to welcome a new 
member from France, Eric PIGAL (FR) to 
its ranks. Eric has transferred over to us 
from the Workers’ Group (II). In 2012, he 
set-up the company KOGNITIS (based in 
Warsaw, Poland) to provide IT Management 
Consulting for all-size companies anywhere 

in Europe and to leverage 20 year experience he has had with  
Accenture Europe. As an IT Senior Manager, he was in charge of 
complex projects for many major clients, in every sector and all 
over Europe. Through the EESC and EuroCloud, he has been active 
in many EU IT initiatives and developed valuable relationships 
among the EU stakeholders and worldwide IT key players. He has 
also been Rapporteur for several EESC opinions (“Towards an EU 
Cloud Computing Strategy” – EESC: 1701/2012 – TEN/494) and is 
regularly invited as a keynote speaker at various IT conferences.

bienvenue eric!

 

 

Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 
At its plenary session on 4-5 June 2014 the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) adopted the following opinions for which Group III members were 
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Sorin IONIŢĂ (RO) – NAT/629 “Exploration and 
production of hydrocarbons (such as shale gas) 
using high volume hydraulic fracturing in the EU” 
(EESC opinion 1320/2014)

High volume hydraulic fracturing – “fracking” – 
raises concerns about its public health and environmental effects; 
there is a need to provide the best information for the communities 
concerned facilitating their protection, as well as a need for 
more local involvement when decisions are taken on individual 
projects in compliance with the respective legal requirements. The 
Commission´s policy guidelines for unconventional hydrocarbon 
extraction consist of a set of principles to be implemented by the 
Member States within six months and a system of monitoring 
thereafter. The EESC believes that the Commission’s documents 
(Communication and Recommendations) are based on a 
realistic view of the subject and that further discussions must be 
based on facts and findings, but it is also necessary to consider 
important subjective factors such as the public’s perception of 
risk. The Committee takes a balanced view of the potential role of 
unconventional hydrocarbons in the EU energy mix. Moreover, it 
thinks that this framework, if correctly implemented, is sufficient 
for use at local community level and that there is no need to adopt 
a specific “shale gas directive” at least for the time being. The EU 
“acquis” provides adequate means of finding solutions to the cross-

boundary effects of fracking, should they occur. In the future, if 
such activities increase substantially in volume, the matter could/
should be reconsidered.
In conclusion, the EESC emphasises as crucial for social fairness 
and public acceptability of unconventional hydrocarbons that the 
proceeds from royalties and excise taxes should be shared with the 
local budgets of the communities concerned in a transparent and 
predictable manner, in order to compensate them for any negative 

externalities that might occur.

Richard ADAMS (UK) – TEN/547 “Energy prices 
and costs in Europe” (EESC opinion 1113/2014)

Energy prices can comprise an important 
competitiveness factor for industry. However, an 
economic analysis of industrial competitiveness 

should not be limited to energy prices. It is essential to have global 
coherence in limiting climate change. Leadership by Europe may 
risk consequences of un-competitiveness, industrial relocation 
and carbon export. Energy efficiency, renewable energy, and other 
indigenous sources of energy can all improve security of supply 
but each have factors of cost, risk, environmental impact and 
social acceptance attached. As national approaches and attitudes 
will vary transparent cost analysis and a revision and better 
coordination of support instruments (like feed-in regulations and 
tariffs) are vital in determining an acceptable energy mix in each 
Member State and cooperation with neighbouring countries is 
equally important.

It is necessary to secure the capacity of the energy sector to carry 
out the necessary investment. The internal energy market must be 
completed but to deliver its full potential it needs to be backed 
by appropriate Market Based Instruments (MBIs), a genuine 
coordination of national energy policies at EU level and a clear 
common direction. A renewed emphasis on transparent and 
accurate data is a necessary precondition. The specific situation of 
the individual Member States – for example in relation to existing 
“energy islands” – should be taken into account. Cost-optimisation 
through closer EU coordination and solidarity is vital together with 
an increased emphasis on further joint research and development 
to solve the problems apparent in the energy production and 
supply chain.
The development of liquid gas hubs among groups of Member 
States can optimise and reduce costs by contributing to 
decoupling oil and gas prices and improving flexibility for 
generators. To enhance coordination, the EESC urges action on 
and direct support for an inclusive, representative, independent 
and transparent European Energy Dialogue (EED). It should involve 
energy consumers, domestic and industrial, and the commercial 
and institutional stakeholders in the energy chain, alongside local, 
regional and national authorities. This should also provide the basis 
for the new governance process proposed by the Commission to 
deliver the energy and climate targets proposed in the framework 
package for 2030.
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