
Member of Group III

‘Amnesty’ is essentially a non-governmental organisation 
consisting of ordinary people who stand up for justice. It was 
founded in 1961 by a British lawyer, Peter Benenson, and 
has grown from very modest beginnings into a world-wide 
network of more than 3.2 million members, supporters and 
subscribers. They are based in over 150 countries, with different 
political and religious beliefs, but united by a determination 
to promote human rights for all, based on instruments such 
as the 1948 United Nations ‘Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights’. The organisation was awarded the 1977 Nobel Peace 
Prize for its “campaign against torture” and the UN Prize in the 
Field of Human Rights in 1978. 

It is well known for its opposition to torture and to the death 
penalty, and is still prominent in fighting for the rights of 
“prisoners of conscience.” Amnesty highlighted 10 such cases 
this year, in the context of an appeal to the Polish Presidency 
of the EU.  It also combats violations committed on specific 
groups, including women, refugees, and racial, ethnic and 

religious minorities. It recently urged EU leaders to do more to 
help the thousands fleeing from the conflict in Libya, including 
the provision of more air surveillance, and search and rescue, 
to prevent refugees and migrants from dying at sea, as they 
try to escape the violence. 

In recognition of the indivisibility of human rights, its original 
remit has been extended beyond civil and political rights, 
to include economic, social and cultural rights. Amnesty 
International has urged EU governments to deal more 
effectively within their own Member States to eradicate abuse 
of the Roma people in Europe, addressing, for instance, their 
right to adequate housing. 

The organisation has a reputation for challenging any 
perception of double standards. It recently wanted EU countries 
to be held fully accountable for their alleged contribution to 
the US led renditions and secret detention programme. One of 
the greatest challenges posed to Amnesty, is arguably how to 

develop an appropriate strategy in a world that has radically 
changed since the terrorist attack on the Twin Towers in New 
York, which required governments world-wide to respond 
to the security and other challenges posed by international 
terrorism.

One of its hallmarks continues to be the publication of human 
rights reports that are often considered to be impartial and 
accurate. It has shown a remarkable capacity to mobilise 
public opinion through various campaigns, in order to 
achieve further improvements in human rights promotion 
and protection. In this way, it continues to act as the ‘people’s 
conscience’ and to serve as a reminder to all citizens, including 
those in the EU, of the constant need for vigilance in the 
preservation of freedoms we in Europe may sometimes be 
tempted to take for granted.

May we recommend that you also visit the AI website: 
http://www.amnesty.eu/en/home/

Volunteering as an expression of active citizenship
The European Volunteer Centre (Centre européen du volontariat, 
CEV) is the European network of over 88 national, regional and 
local volunteer centres and volunteer support agencies across 
Europe, that together work to support and promote voluntary 
activity. Through its network they reach out to over 17,000 volunteer 
organisations, associations and other voluntary and community 
groups at local, regional, national and in some cases international 
level. CEV channels the collective priorities and concerns of its 
member organisations to the institutions of the European Union. 
It also acts as a central forum for the exchange of policy, practice 
and information on volunteering. CEV’s vision is a Europe in which 
volunteering is central in building a cohesive and inclusive society 
based on solidarity and active citizenship. Their mission is to create 
an enabling political, social and economic environment in Europe 
for the full potential of volunteering to be realized. CEV’s initiative 
and facilitating role has been a crucial element in the civil society 
campaign achieving the European Year of Volunteering 2011 
together with all their partner networks active in volunteering at the 
European level. These networks form the ‘EYV 2011 Alliance’ and CEV 
has been mandated to host the Secretariat for the implementation 
of the civil society strand of the European Year of Volunteering 2011.

Mr Martijn Pakker is a member of the Executive group of the 
EYV 2011 Alliance. He was recently appointed a Director of the 
European Volunteer Centre (CEV). He will be representing Alliance 
at the Extraordinary Meeting of the Group III in Warsaw on 30 

September 2011. Europe III interviewed him at the beginning of 
his mandate at the helm of the CEV.

EUROPE III: What is the EYV 2011 Alliance? Who are its members?

The EYV2011 Alliance is a network of nearly 40 organisations that 
have a vested interest in volunteering. The Alliance Members 
range from volunteering associations and networks, such as CEV, 
AVSO and Volonteurope, to volunteer-involving organisations 
such as the European Youth Forum, the International Federation 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent and the Scouting movements.

The Alliance’s objectives are aligned with the general objectives 
of the European Year: to coordinate civil society partnerships and 
acts as a one-stop-shop for the EU Institutions to communicate its 
activities throughout the year; to develop in cooperation a Policy 
Agenda on Volunteering which will ensure the continuation of the 
EYV legacy beyond 2011; mobilising and building the capacities 
of our partner organisations at the European and national 
level; the coordination of events organised in the framework of 
the European Year; and dissemination of the communication 
materials developed for the EYV2011.

EUROPE III: How does the EYV 2011 Alliance work?

The EYV2011 Alliance’s structure is tiered, i.e. there is a core group 
of four organisations (Executive Group) who, in collaboration 

with the Alliance Secretariat, develop the strategic directions 
of the network. The decisions are then made by the Steering 
group, which is a broader group of 18 Alliance Members. The 
Alliance Secretariat also maintains close contact with the 
National Coordinating Bodies (NCBs) who are the national 
agencies/organisations responsible for the implementation of 
the Year’s activities at the national and regional level.

In terms of developing our policy agenda, the Alliance and 
its members have created six working groups, comprised of 
Alliance members as well as experts from the field providing 
recommendations on the quality of volunteering, its 
recognition, a volunteering legal framework, infrastructure, 
value of volunteering , and employee volunteering.

EUROPE III: The EESC Coordination Group for the EYV 2011 
organises, in cooperation with the Alliance, a series of public 
hearings on volunteering. Where do you see its added value?

Volunteering plays a key part in the promotion of active 
citizenship and is certainly a catalyst for social and economic 
change. Volunteering has such a key role to play also during 
these times of economic hardship. While volunteering should 
not be perceived as a substitute for paid labour, there is 
most definitely a need to institutionalise and recognise the 
experiences gained through volunteering as assets in the job 
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market. The public hearings organised by the EESC are most 
definitely an asset in bringing this to the attention of EU policy 
and decision-makers. CEV is also currently embarked on a 
project which aims to streamline the measurement of social 
and economic impact that volunteering brings at the national 
level.

EUROPE III: The EYV 2011 Alliance is currently preparing the 
proposal for the European Agenda for Volunteering. What are 
its main points?

The outcomes of the six Working Groups are translated into 
policy outcomes and recommendations to the Institutions to 
ensure that volunteering receives the recognition it deserves. 
In general, we are recommending that the EU institutionalise 
volunteering as a cross-cutting issue: as it touches upon so 
many sectors, it is imperative that social, fiscal, educational, 

employment and communication policies (to name but a few) 
provide an enabling environment for volunteering in Europe to 
grow and remain sustainable.

EUROPE III: How do you plan to ensure the legacy of the European 
Year of Volunteering? What processes should be started and 
maintained?

The legacy of the year is the result of a joint effort. The EU 
Institutions, national authorities and civil society need to 
ensure that the recommendations coming out of the year are 
translated into comprehensive policies on volunteering and of 
course implemented as soon as possible. As a truly European 
Network (we have 88 members across 34 European countries) 
we will closely follow the processes and ensure that they are 
implemented and operationalized at all levels of governance and 
society.

EUROPE III: How can the EESC further contribute to this process?

One of the roles of CEV is to be the “voice of volunteering 
in Europe”. We bring the voices from the ground up to the 
Institutions to be heard. The EESC can play a particular role in 
joining the voice of volunteers across Europe and, in its advisory 
role, ensure that the policies and commitments ensuing from the 
EYV2011 are adequately followed up at European as well as local 
level.

To find out more on the CEV, please visit 
their website: http://www.cev.be/

Interview of the month continued..

News from Group III

MAJOR CONfERENCE ON VOLUNTEERING 
IN WARSAW, POLAND – 30 SEPTEMBER 2011

To mark the first-ever Polish Presidency of 
the European Council and the European 
Year on Volunteering 2011, Group III 
will hold an extraordinary meeting at 
the prestigious Presidential Palace in 
Warsaw on Friday 30 September 2011, in 
collaboration with the Polish Ministry of 
Labour and Social Policy, the Chancellery 
of the President of the Republic of Poland 
and the European Commission. 

The overarching theme of the conference 
is: “Europe of active citizens: volunteering”. Over 250 participants are expected to attend, including 
a wide-ranging selection of Polish civil society organisations and 30 representatives from six 
Eastern Partnership countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldavia and Ukraine). 
László ANDOR, Commissioner responsibe for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion has been 
invited to take part in the opening session, which will be addressed by Jolanta FEDAK, Minister for 
Labour and Social Policy, Irena WÓYCICKA, Undersecretary of State, Chancellery of the President 

of the Republic of Poland and the President of the EESC, Staffan NILSSON. Following this, Prof. 
Lester SALAMON, Director of the Centre for Civil Society Studies at The Johns Hopkins Institute for 
Policy Studies, Baltimore, Maryland (USA) will deliver the Keynote address on the theme: “Putting 
Volunteer Work on the Economic Map of the World: Why and How”. 

The first of two thematic debates entitled: “State of volunteering in Europe: challenges and chances” 
will present up-to-date and current overviews on the following issues: The progress of the European 
Year on Volunteering; Corporate volunteering: is there a needed third party?; Volunteering as a tool for 
active ageing – 2011, and Youth volunteering: social construction of high quality kids. The second 
major debate, during the afternoon, will fall under the umbrella title of: “Effective cooperation 
for volunteering in Europe” and will focus more on the operational barriers and obstacles to 
volunteering by looking at issues such as: Volunteering and the law: what’s the use of regulation and 
how can it promote volunteering?; Long-term volunteering of young people with the assistance of the 
state; How to support volunteering?  Reflections on “division of labour” among different sectors and 
actors and Volunteering in Eastern Partnership countries: more public trust required.   

Finally, a panel of experts, including: Jarosław DUDA, State Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Social 
Policy, Mikayil ZEYNALOV, Chairman, Bridge to the Future Youth Union, Azerbaijan and Martijn 
PAKKER, Executive Group Member, YEV 2011 Alliance, will reflect on the day’s discussions and 
some of the key points raised during the debates. The concluding remarks and summing-up will 
be given by Luca JAHIER, President of Group III.

Watch this space for more information in September on this very important event.

 

from the left, Anne-Marie Sigmund, member of Group III, EESC President Staffan Nilsson (centre) and Group III 
President Luca Jahier (right)

 

THE EUROPEAN CITIZENS’ INITIATIVE:
 “EMPOWERING THE CITIZENS’ RIGHTS”
 

OUTCOME OF THE SEMINAR ORGANISED BY THE “VARIOUS INTERESTS” 
GROUP ON 27 JUNE 2011

Mr. Jahier, President of Group III, launched the initiative to organise a seminar on the European 
Citizens’ Initiative, the most innovative and concrete transnational tool of the Lisbon Treaty. He 
stated that this seminar offered the possibility to bring together forty participants from outside 
the “Schuman box”. Coming from nineteen European countries and representing a wide range of 
interests within civil society, they initiated the first steps towards creating networks amongst them. 
For Luca Jahier, “the ECI, after ten years of preparatory work, now represents a major opportunity 
for citizens to be active at EU level and the possibility to increase what we call the European public 
space”.  For Mrs. Sigmund, former President of the EESC, after having retraced the history of the ECI, 
she stated that “the ECI is a communicational instrument between people from different countries 
with different languages and cultures, who are aiming at the same objectives which will allow 
them to develop a common cross-border identity that could lead them to see themselves as more 
European, rather than simply, French, Polish, Swedish or Romanian”. 

From the point of view of the European Parliament, Mr. Häfner, MEP, said that the question of 
democracy is the key element of the period we are living in: “the ECI is a first contribution towards 

achieving direct citizen’s participation in the formulation of European policy, highlighting the 
desires and problems of the European citizens. It is an incredibly important step towards Europe 
but it is also of worldwide interest and in the coming months, people will see if it succeeds, or not.”  
For him, the most difficult trap is the legal limitation of the ECI to the Commission’s competency, 
but without any possibility to amend the Treaty. Nevertheless, for now the most important 
question raised during the Brainstorming exercise by Mr. Kaufman, was “how can we raise the 
consciousness of the majority of the citizens about this new right, in a way that would avoid that 
it becomes only a right of a well-informed minority?” To tackle this question, various challenges 
were put forward regarding the actual process of implementation into national legislation: the 
verification of the signatures, the setting-up of an online system, etc. Mr. Jahier considered that 
we should apply the KISS rule to this new instrument: “keep it simple, stupid” in order to make it 
understandable to five hundred thousand citizens, speaking 23 different languages and involving 
27 sovereign countries. These foreseen barriers, underline the fact that “the ECI will not change 
European policy in an instant, but it will represent an important development for the culture of 
democracy and political dialogue, in which the EESC has certainly a bridging role to play”, as Mr. 
Kaufmann said. For Mr. Häfner, considering that the whole task of the EESC is to give a European 
voice to civil society, the EESC could be a focal point offering legal, technical and financial support 
to the potential ECI protagonists. Last but not least, he referred to the revision clause contained in 
the regulation, where the EESC could monitor the process, in order to highlight the successes and 
weaknesses of the implementation procedure, in the form of own-initiative opinions. 

Mrs. O’Neill, Vice-President of Group III, quoting Mrs. Sigmund’s opinions on the ECI, recalled 
the role of the EESC as a facilitator and a mentor. Nevertheless, she pointed out various needs: a 
balance between these two above-mentioned functions; clarity in the process for those who are 
involved in an ECI (both protagonists and the EU Institutions), and interaction between the EESC 
and the other EU institutions. She concluded by saying that “in order to have a legal eligibility and 
standing, we need to take a long-term view in relation to effectiveness, so there is a lot of planning, 
a lot of coalition building, a lot of advanced preparation, and a political understanding and analysis 
to make the best of any ECI”. 

In conclusion, as the complete success of the ECI should be ensured, Mr. Jahier underlined 
the fact that “we, Group III and the EESC, must play a role as a focal point, as we are the 
house of civil society. In this sense, we need to assume the responsibility to construct 
a civil society infrastructure by developing networks, creating alliances and improving 
communication.” In order to achieve this, Mr. Jahier proposed to organise a special event:  
“A European Citizens’ Initiative Day” around the beginning of April 2012, in at least 7 different 
Member States, with the objective of marking the occasion of the definitive entering in force of 
the ECI regulation in all the 27 Member States of the European Union.



News from civil society organisations close to Group III 

BEUC IS AMONG THE fOUNDING 
MEMBERS Of “fINANCE WATCH”

On 30 June 2011, BEUC issued a press 
release where it announced that in order to counterbalance 
the formidable lobbying power of financial institutions, more 
than 40 civil society organisations and academics participated 
in the launch of “Finance Watch”, whose mission is to ensure the 
interests of the man in the street are no longer absent in EU 
financial law making.

To read the full text of the press release, click 
here:  http://docshare.beuc.org/docs/1/
MGFALBHCIFJCMPHKDCEHMCEDPDWY9D7NPY9DW3571KM/
BEUC/docs/DLS/2011-09622-01-E.pdf

YOUTH ARE THE  
fUTURE Of COOPERATIVE 
ENTERPRISE

On its website, CECOP has published information about the 
89th International Day of Co-operatives. The International Day 
of cooperatives is celebrated every year, on the first Saturday of 
July. The objectives are to increase awareness on cooperatives 
and to promote the movement’s successes as well as the 
ideals of international solidarity, economic efficiency, equality 
and world peace. At the same time it seeks to strengthen and 
extend partnerships between the international cooperative 
movement and other actors.

To read the full text of the article click here: http://www.cecop.
coop/International-Day-of-Cooperatives

  

TIME IS PRECIOUS, fAMILIES   
NEED COLLECTIVE REDRESS

On 1 June 2011, COFACE issued a press 
release about the debate on collective redress which has been 
going on at EU level for decades. It highlights that countless 
studies have been produced; including scarecrow scenarios 
and a plethora of solutions have been proposed to tackle the 
more or less convincing concerns expressed about collective 
redress.

You can read the full text of the press release, please click 
her:  http://coface-eu.org/en/upload/PRESS/COFACE_Press_
Release_010611_EN.pdf

COPA-COGECA REACTS 
TO EU COMMISSION 
BUDGET PROPOSALS 
2014-20

In a press release issued on 30 June 2011, Copa-Cogeca, in 
reaction to EU Commission budgetary proposals for 2014-2020, 
Copa-Cogeca said that this will be a reasonable starting point: 
“The European Commission is beginning to understand the 
European Parliament’s and Copa-Cogeca’s demand for a strong 
CAP budget”, it stated.

To read the relevant press release, please go to: http://www.copa-
cogeca.eu/Main.aspx?page=HomePage

EU fAILS TO PUT ITS MONEY WHERE ITS 
MOUTH IS

In a press release issued on 30 June 2011, 
the EEB expresses it disappointment at 

the European Commission’s plans for the next EU Budget, 
which they described as vague on delivery and that it shows 
no departure from business as usual. This is in reaction to 
the Commission’s recently published proposal for Europe’s 
spending for 2014-2020.

To full text of the press release can be read here: http://www.eeb.
org/EEB/index.cfm/news-events/news/eu-fails-to-put-its-money-
where-its-mouth-is/

 

CAP AND THE DESS 
REPORT - OPEN LETTER TO 
MEPS, JUNE 2011

On 21 June 2011, Euro Coop published an open letter to MEPs 
in view of the Plenary vote on the “Dess report”, which took 
place on the 23rd of June 2011.

To read the full text of the letter, please go to: http://www.
eurocoop.coop/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&i
d=418&catid=42&Itemid=189&lang=en

 

PASSENGERS WITH DISABILITIES NEVER 
KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT

On 30 June 2011, following a meeting with 
Vice President of the European Commission, 

Siim Kallas who is responsible for Transport, the EDF issued a 
press release where they stressed that the EDF wants to ensure 
that persons with disabilities are not discriminated against any 
longer when boarding a plane or when otherwise travelling in 
Europe.

To read the press release, please go to: http://cms.horus.be/
files/99909/MediaArchive/what-news/2011_06_EDF_meets_
Siim_Kallas%20(3).doc

COMMISSION’S POST-2013 BUDGET 
PROPOSAL TICKS ALL THE RIGHT 
BOXES, SAY SMES

In a press release issued on 30 June 2011, 
UEAPME stated that it is pleased with the SME-dedicated 
programme, new cohesion policy and calls for plans to be 
approved without many changes.

To read the full text of the press release, follow: http://www.
ueapme.com/IMG/pdf/110630_pr_MFF.pdf

SO, 2011 IS THE EUROPEAN YEAR ON 
VOLUNTEERING, AND NOW WHAT?

On 23 June 2011, EYF published a statement on 
its website concerning volunteering.

 To read text, please go to: http://www.youthforum.org/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1066%3Aso-2011-
is-the-european-year-on-volunteering-and-now-what-&catid=2
5%3Anews&Itemid=30&lang=en

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote of the month…

“Deceiving a fool 
is an exploit worthy 

of an intelligent man.”

Giacomo Girolamo “Casanova” de 
Seingalt (1725 – 1798) 

Venetian adventurer, author and 
infamous philanderer



Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 

At its plenary session on 15-16 June 2011 the European 
Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted the 
following opinions for which Group III members were 
Rapporteurs or Co-Rapporteurs.

Jorge PEGADO LIZ (PT) – INT/554 “Smart 
Regulation in the European Union” (EESC 
opinion 984/2011)

The EESC is pleased to see that a number of 
the suggestions it has made in its opinions 
on the matter have been taken on board 

by the Commission. The EESC considers, however, that the 
communication falls short of what might be hoped for in terms 
of providing an adequate means of formalising the legislative 
aspects of implementing the 2020 Strategy, or simply of 
applying the measures that are priorities under the Single 
Market Act. The EESC deems it crucial that the communication 
be followed up by a genuine action plan that sets objectives, 
puts forward measures, identifies instruments, assesses impact, 
defines options and establishes the cost/benefit ratio, which 
will require extensive prior discussion with civil society at 
Community, national, regional and local levels.

The Committee takes the view that the Commission has 
overlooked a number of important aspects and calls for these 
to be properly discussed and specifically included.  This applies 
to: the indices and parameters for gauging the quality of 
legal texts; practical measures for simplifying legislation; the 
inexplicable failure to opt clearly for “regulation” instruments, 
especially for achieving full harmonisation in matters relating 
to the completion of the internal market. It is concerned to note 
the unforgiveable omission of the option of optional schemes; 
the role of self-regulation and co-regulation, the surprising 
omission of any reference to the extremely important work 
carried out under the CFR and the proposals currently under 
discussion on greater harmonisation of European contract 
law. The area where the EESC considers the communication 
to be weakest, however, concerns the proper application 
of Community legislation. The Committee therefore urges 
the Commission to examine closely the root causes of the 
universally poor application of the Community acquis.

Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) - 
INT/553 “Reinforcing sanctioning regimes in 
the financial services sector” (EESC 987/2011)

The EESC agrees with the Commission’s 
approach on referring to “sanctions” as a 

broad notion which encompasses tax-related administrative 

measures, restoration of legality, confiscation, the 
disqualification of managers, withdrawing privileges (such as 
the withdrawal of licences), pecuniary sanctions, fines which 
act as a deterrent, and other similar measures. The EESC calls on 
the Commission to investigate ways of preventing fraudulent 
financial operations that originate in or are directed towards 
tax havens and financial havens and that involve capital 
movements which have an impact on the internal market.

Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) - INT/559 “Less 
bureaucracy for citizens: promoting free movement of public 
documents and recognition of the effects of civil status records” 
(EESC 988/2011)

The EESC recognises the need to facilitate the movement of 
public documents throughout the European Union, insofar 
as it makes people’s lives easier and helps them exercise their 
rights more effectively by removing the obstacles currently 
in place. It supports the Commission’s initiatives to promote 
the free movement of public documents and considers that 
the Commission should: establish a supranational optional 
system for the European civil status record, start the work 
needed to harmonise rules concerning conflicts of law, and 
establish mutual recognition by identifying the minimum 
requirements to be met by civil status records and consensus 
on the presumption of their general validity within the EU, once 
it has been verified that the relevant authority has issued them 
lawfully. The EESC therefore calls on the other institutions and 
competent bodies of the EU to push forward the Commission’s 
proposals in this area without delay.

Anne-Marie SIGMUND (AT) – SOC/337 
“Intercultural dialogue and the Roma: the key 
role of women and education” (EESC 997/2011)

In this additional opinion, the EESC emphasises 
that from now on, instead of developing 

strategies for the Roma and carrying out analyses on them, 
specific measures must be developed together with the Roma 
and the organisations representing them. Within the limits 
of its competences, the Committee is ready to participate in 
such measures or, as previously, to take its own initiatives in 
close cooperation with Roma organisations (e.g. hearings, 
conferences). The Committee will develop its relations with 
institutions, organisations and other bodies active in this field 
and participate in local initiatives or launch them itself. The 
Committee sees intercultural dialogue as a suitable instrument 
to achieve integration, and/or inclusion, of the Roma, with 
regard both to the role played by Roma women in this process 
and to education.

Ákos TOPOLÁNSZKY (HU) – SOC/397 “Societal 
empowerment and the integration of Roma 
citizens in Europe” (EESC 998/2011)

In this exploratory opinion, requested by the 
Hungarian Presidency, the European Economic 

and Social Committee thoroughly welcomes and appreciates all 
the efforts made hitherto by the European Union to reduce the 
segregation of the Roma and promote their social integration 
and, therefore, welcomes the proposals set out in the European 
Commission’s communication on a European Framework for 
National Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020. At the same 
time, the EESC points out that these combined efforts have 
not helped in any decisive way to remedy the discrimination 
experienced by many Roma, nor to improve their quality of life or 
the opportunities open to them and feels that this long-awaited 
strategy has not lived up to the expectations it raised, it could 
have been more ambitious, more specific and better structured. 
In conclusion, the EESC emphasises the need to involve local 
civil society representatives, scientific specialists and the social 
partners in policy consultation, formulation and implementation, 
and stresses the vital need to actively involve representatives and 
members of the Roma people and communities in both planning 
and implementation at every level (EU, national, regional and 
local).

Maureen O’NEILL (UK) – SOC/405 “The 
European Platform against Poverty and Social 
Exclusion: a European framework for social and 
territorial cohesion” (EESC 1000/2011)

In this opinion, the EESC makes nine key 
recommendations to the European Commission, 

including, amongst others; as poverty represents a violation of 
human rights, governments, the social partners and civil society 
must take shared responsibility for its eradication; austerity 
measures should not increase the risk of poverty and an 
effective social impact assessment must be made and debated; 
there must be a stronger emphasis on reducing inequalities 
and enforcing fundamental human rights, including through 
fairer income distribution and implementing the horizontal 
social clauses set out in the Lisbon Treaty; the participation 
of civil society stakeholders in the Platform, including people 
experiencing poverty, NGOs and social partners, should be 
reinforced through structured dialogue at EU and national level 
and supported through appropriate EU funding. The EESC should 
play an active and collaborative role in this dialogue and in the 
Annual Convention.
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Highlights of the June 2011 EESC Plenary Session

Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the General Rapporteur 
for the opinion on: “Temporarily suspending autonomous Common 
Customs Tariff duties on imports of certain industrial products into 
the Canary Islands “ – INT/584.

Mrs Ariane RODERT (SE) is the Rapporteur for the exploratory opinion 
on: “Social entrepreneurship” – INT/589.

Mr Thomas PALMGREN (FI) will chair the study group for the opinion 
on: “European Standardisation/modification” – INT/590.

Mr Antonio LONGO (IT) will chair the study group for the opinion on: 
“Single Market for Intellectual Property Rights” – INT/591.

Mr Thomas PALMGREN (FI) will chair the study group for the opinion 
on: “A strategic vision for European standards: Moving forward to 
enhance and accelerate the sustainable growth of the European 
economy by 2020” – INT/592.

Mr Gabriel SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) is the Rapporteur for the opinion 
on: “Multiannual recovery plan for blue-fin tuna in the eastern Atlantic 
and Mediterranean” – NAT/517.

Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER (ES) is the Rapporteur for the 
exploratory opinion requested by the European Parliament on: 
“Functioning and application of established rights of people travelling 
by air” – TEN/458.

Mr Pedro NARRO (ES) is the Rapporteur for the own-initiative opinion 
on: “Promoting representative civil societies in the Euromed region: 
from capacity building to structured dialogue – a critical analysis of 
the EU ‘s present and future role” – REX/330

Mrs Évelyne PICHENOT (FR) will chair the study group for the opinion 
on: “Scheme of generalised tariff preferences” – REX/342

Mr Michael SMYTH (UK) is the Rapporteur for the opinion on: 
“Concluding the first European semester of economic policy 
coordination: Guidance for national policies in 2011-2012” – EU 2020.
The full listing of membership of the study groups for the new work may 
be consulted here: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3-
new-study-groups

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

Im Memoriam: Zenonas Rokus RUDZIKAS
The news of the sudden and untimely death 
of our dear colleague and friend, Zenonas 
Rudzikas, at the age of 71, has left us all in 
deep shock.  

He was an exceptional man who has left 
his imprint in our hearts, minds and in 

the scientific community. His extraordinary intellect was masked and 
complemented by a calm and humble personality. He was an active 
Lithuanian Member of the EESC since 2006 and his contributions to the 
work of the Committee were many, including his much-valued work as 

a Member of the NAT, REX and TEN Sections.  In addition to his work 
and time at the EESC, Mr Rudzikas lived a rich academic life and was 
a past President of the Lithuanian Academy of Science. He excelled in 
the sciences, was a well-renowned specialist in Nuclear Spectroscopy 
and a most prominent expert in Theoretical Physics in Lithuania who 
won numerous prizes for his research and discoveries. This outstanding 
Theoretical Physicist and well-loved man even had a main belt asteroid 
named after him by colleagues: the “167960 Rudzikas”.

Mr. Rudzikas was not only a brilliant and highly respected scientist but 
also a modest and gregarious man and committed citizen of Europe. This 

was evident by the fact that he was one of the founding fathers of the 
Lithuanian National Economic and Social Council. His great enthusiasm, 
outstanding intellectual and human capacities will surely be missed here 
in the EESC and beyond by all those who had the privilege of knowing 
and working with him.

The President of Group III, Luca Jahier, and the staff of the Group III 
secretariat join all members and colleagues in sending their sincere 
condolences to the family, friends and colleagues of Zenonas Rudzikas, 
in these very difficult times.w
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