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The EESC  Sustainable Development Observatory is 
carrying out an impact study aimed at identifying the key 
factors for success and the obstacles to the implemen-
tation of the Renewable Energy Directive. 
 
The study visits will take place between March and  
June in Germany, Poland, France, the United Kingdom, 
Lithuania and Bulgaria. The report will be presented at a 
stakeholder event in September. 
 

�  http://bit.ly/1kmTxsn  

01 APRIL 2014 - NAT SECTION MEETING 
 
02 APRIL 2014 - SDO PUBLIC MEETING 
Debate on Trade and Sustainability 
 

� http://bit.ly/1gxLTXg  
 
13 MAY 2014 - CONFERENCE (Bratislava, SK) 
Unbalanced commercial relations in the agro-food ch ain  
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A first draft opinion had been adopted by the NAT 
section on 7 thJanuary 2014 with some compromise 
amendments. However, no consensus could be 
reached during the Plenary Session. 
 
The opinion was thus referred back to the NAT sec-
tion and underwent a successful revision process.      
A revised version was adopted at the NAT section 
meeting on 3 rd March with no votes against. 
 
The opinion will be debated and adopted during the 
next Plenary session on 25 th-26th March 2014. 

We are carrying out a questionnaire to understand 
what is preventing civil society from becoming a 
fully-fledged player when it comes to producing re-
newable energy.  
 
We invite you to answer it by following this link: 
 

� http://bit.ly/1iiWABj  

OPINION NAT / 620 
MARKET-BASED INSTRUMENTS  

FOR A LOW CARBON ECONOMY IN THE EU 

On 3rd March, the NAT section adopted an own initiative 
opinion on Market-based instruments towards a resource 
efficient and low carbon economy in the EU.  
 

The opinion stresses that progress in the transitio n to 
a resource efficient and low carbon economy has not  
been vigorous enough. 
 

Together with a clear, effective, strong and efficient regu-
latory framework, consequent and predictable market-
based instruments (MBIs) play a key role in this transition.  
 

At the moment, the use of MBIs in the EU is not sufficient-
ly consistent and coherent. EU Member States do not 
fully exploit the opportunities the transition to a low-
carbon economy can offer for the innovation and moderni- 
sation of European industry and boosting employment.  
 

The opinion urges to strengthen the use of MBIs in a 
way that sends a strong and coherent signal to the 
markets.   
 

However, in times of financial and economic crisis particu-
lar attention has to be paid to avoiding unintended side-
effects on energy prices. Therefore, the Committee en-
courages Member States to move forward sensitively with 
environmental fiscal reform.  
 

�  http://bit.ly/1ihLWLH  
 


