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1. The EU-China Round Table held its fourteenth meeting in Brussels on 18 and 19 May 2016; 

 2. The Round Table was jointly established by the European Economic and Social Committee 

 (EESC) and the Chinese Economic and Social Council (CESC) in accordance with the Joint 

 Statement of the 9th China-EU Summit, held in Helsinki in 2006; 

 3. The Round Table reiterates that it specialises in drawing expertise and input from economic 

 and social actors and grass-roots organisations on economic, social, environmental issues and 

 bringing these to the attention of decision-makers on both sides, thereby allowing them to 

 make well-informed and well-balanced policy decisions; 

 4. At the meeting, delegates from both sides held discussions on a) innovation and economic 

 development in rural areas; and b) infrastructure and investment in the context of the One 

 Belt One Road initiative and the launch of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

 (AIIB). 

On infrastructure and investment in the context of the One Belt One Road initiative and the 

launch of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

The Round Table: 

5. recognises that the objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy and China's 13th five-year plan are 

 compatible, particularly as regards the EU's smart, sustainable and inclusive growth priorities, 

 and China's continued focus on economic reforms to boost innovation and green growth; 

6. notes with interest the launch and implementation of initiatives such as One Belt One Road 

 (OBOR) and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and sees these as tokens of 

 China's  determination to reinforce its cooperation with the rest of the world, which aims at 

 promoting common and sustainable development and prosperity;  
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7. underlines, in this context, the need to support the introduction of a multipolar financial and 

 currency system capable of enhancing systemic resilience; 

8. points to the need to support every possible step to transform the OBOR vision into a more 

 tangible and understandable reality for all actors involved, including for European and 

 Chinese civil society actors; 

9. believes that the direct participation of EU Member States in the AIIB and the entry of China 

 into the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) provides a good example of the 

 principle of reciprocity and inclusiveness;  

10. considers furthermore that the fact that both parties have a stake in each other's financial 

 institutions provides an opportunity to uphold principles which are crucial to civil society 

 worldwide: compliance with internationally agreed standards in public procurement, 

 environmental protection, human rights, and labour and social protection; 

11. stresses that a joint strategy needs to be reinforced at EU level, with a view to ensuring 

 European economic and social cohesion and a comprehensive relationship between the EU 

 and China; 

12. notes that civil society should be involved in the monitoring and assessment of the 

 implementation of these initiatives; 

13. supports the ongoing negotiations leading up to the conclusion of a future EU-China 

 Investment agreement.  

14. considers that during this negotiation process, optimum transparency must be guaranteed. 

 Throughout the process, the civil society organisations on both sides must be directly 

 involved – the EESC's EU-China Round Table can play a key role in promoting cross-sector 

 dialogue and sourcing expertise from relevant social and economic actors. 

On innovation and economic development in rural areas 

15. recognises the common challenges faced by the EU and China with regard to rural policy, 

 in particular the challenges of rural depopulation, environmental sustainability and the social 

 demands arising from an ageing demographic profile; 

16. notes with interest the programmes undertaken by China to reform land tenure and market 

 structures in rural areas, and those undertaken by the EU to promote variety of employment 

 and economic growth in rural areas through innovation; 

17. underlines, in this context, the need to strike a balance between central guidance and local 

 initiative in rural rejuvenation; 
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18. notes that the involvement of civil society and the concept of stakeholder partnerships in the 

 design and implementation of rural development programmes promotes harmonious 

 development and the optimisation of economic and social outcomes of development 

 programmes; 

19. believes that the use of limited public funding to unlock private investment, in cash and in 

 kind, can serve as a tool of sustainable economic and social development; 

20. insists on the need for rural development programmes to take account of global agreements in 

 halting biodiversity loss, securing wildlife habitats and promoting carbon capture and storage; 

21. calls for an exchange of best practice and ideas in rural development between the EU and 

 China similar to the nascent dialogue on urban development. 

Future work 

22. Both sides agree that the 15th meeting of the China-EU Round Table shall be held in Beijing,

 during the last quarter of 2016, with topics to be decided upon following consultation in due 

 course.  

23.  This Joint Statement shall be submitted to the next EU-China Summit, scheduled to take place 

 on 12-13 July in Beijing, China, as well as to the political authorities on both sides. 
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