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European Economic and Social Committee

Cooperation agreement between the EESC and the AFM

1.
The Association of Former Members of the European Economic and Social Committee is a non-profit association whose purpose is to preserve the European spirit that motivated the members of the EESC during their term in office and to use this to help promote the image of the EESC as the assembly that represents civil society organisations. 


The Association holds an annual general meeting in Brussels and organises one meeting a year elsewhere, either on a specific theme or place.

2.
The EESC and AFM agree the following:

2.1
The EESC grants the AFM an annual subsidy. As of January 2010 this subsidy shall be EUR 25 000 per annum, subject to budgetary approval by the Bureau of the EESC. 

2.2
This subsidy may be used to cover the following costs:


a)
general assembly

· travel expenses subject to the conditions set out in 2.3 below,
· cost of one evening meal (for participant and spouse).


b)
annual meeting outside Brussels

· cost of one evening meal (for participant and spouse),
· coach rental.

c)
other travel expenses

· travel expenses subject to conditions set out in article 2.4 below.

2.3
Travel expenses for AFM members attending the general assembly are covered subject to the following conditions:

· air fares are reimbursed at the rate of the cheapest possible ticket (APEX) up to a ceiling of EUR 600 (e.g. for Rhodes or the Canaries), on presentation of airline ticket and boarding card;

· train fares (second-class) are reimbursed on presentation of the train ticket;

· car expenses are reimbursed at a rate of EUR 0.22 per kilometre, in line with the current rate established by the Bureau in September 2004;

· members of the AFM attending must sign the attendance list.

2.4.
If after the costs mentioned in Article 2.2.a) and 2.2.b) have been covered, the budget still allows for additional expenses, AFM members shall be entitled to apply for the reimbursement of travel expenses for attending meetings, seminars, congresses etc. organised by the EESC outside the framework of its regular meetings (study groups and section meetings) and plenary sessions.

2.4.1. 
Members applying for such reimbursement shall justify their interest in the meeting's subject or theme on the basis of their present or former professional occupation and shall confirm that they are not entitled to reimbursement by their organisations or institutions.

2.4.2. 
Reimbursement shall be effected by the AFM President after consulting the secretariat. Members shall only be entitled to one reimbursement per financial year under this article. Reimbursement shall be effected on a "first come, first served" basis. The President's decision in this respect is binding and not subject to appeal. The President shall ensure a balanced allocation of these reimbursements on the basis of the AFM members' former EESC-Group membership.

Conditions applying to reimbursement under this article are identical to those as mentioned in article 2.3.

2.5.
At the end of each financial year, before renewal of the subsidy, the AFM must inform the EESC of its financial situation (balance sheet and profit and loss account), and provide written proof of all expenditure covered by the EESC subsidy.


The portion of the subsidy not used for expenses defined under article 2.2 above and within the limits and conditions set out in this article shall be returned to the EESC by the AFM six months after the end of the financial year at the latest.

2.6.
The AFM must also provide the EESC with:

· a report evaluating its purpose and value added,
· an annual report on its activities,
· an annual updated list of members.

3. 
This agreement shall be evaluated by the EESC and AFM after the initial period of two years.

4.
This Agreement was approved by the General assembly of the AFM on 9 March 2009.
*

*          *

A consolidated version of the current rules as of 08 March 2010, drawn up by the EESC secretariat: this text combines the initial document adopted by the Bureau on 11 January 2001 with the amendments approved by decision of the same body on 14 December 2004 and on 16 February 2010.
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